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I THE F A M O U S 

C H I C A G O 

H O U R F L E E T 

^ B e t w e e n 

N E W Y O R K a** C H I C A G O 

ON FALL AND WINTER SCHEDULES 

Advance 20th Century Limited 
Lv. New York (Grand Central Terminal) 2.00 p.m. Lv. Chicago (La Salle Street Station) 12.00 Noon 

Lv. Englewood 12-12 p.m. 
Lv. Toledo 5.15 p.m. 
Ar. Harmon 7.58 a.m. 
Ar. New York (Grand Central Terminal) 9.00 a.m. 

N E W Y O R K 

Lv. Harmon 2.50 p.m. 
Ar. Elkhart 6.36 a.m. 
Ar. Englewood 8.45 a.m. 
Ar. Chicago (La Salle Street Station) 9.00 a.m. 

20th Century Limited 
Lv New York (Grand Central Terminal) 2.45 p.m. Lv. Chicago (La Salle Street Station) 12.40 p.m. 
Lv. Harmon 3.35 p.m. Lv. Englewood 12.53 p.m. 
A r Elkhart 7.21 a.m. Lv. Toledo o.Ob p.m. 
Ar' Englewood 9-30 a.m. Ar. Harmon 8.4b a - m -
Ar! C h S ( L a ' S a i l e Street Station) 9.45 a.m. Ar. New York (Grand Central Terminal) 9.40 a.m. 

Commodore Vanderbilt 
Lv. New York (Grand Central Terminal) 4.00 p.m. Lv. Chicago (La Salle Street Station) 3.00 p.m 
Lv. Harmon 4.50 p.m. Lv 
Ar. Englewood 10.45 a.m. Ar 
Ar. Chicago (La Salle Street Station) 11.00 a.m. Ar 

The Wolverine 
(Via Michigan Central) 

Lv. New York (Grand Central Terminal) 5.00 p.m. Lv. Chicago (Central Station) 11.00 a.m 
Lv. Harmon 5.50 p.m. Lv. 
Ar. Chicago (63rd Street) 11-32 a.m. Ar 
Ar. Chicago (Central Station) 12.00 Noon Ar 

The 20 Hour Chicagoan 
(Via Michigan Central) 

Lv. New York (Grand Central Terminal) 10.40 p.m. Ar. Chicago (63*I Street) 5.24 p.m. 
Lv. Harmon 11-30 p.m. Ar. Chicago (Central Station) 

The Fast Mail 

, . 
Englewood 3.13 p.m. 
Harmon , 11-01 \ - m -
New York (Grand Central Terminal) 12.00 Noon 

Chicago (63rd Street) 11.14 a.m. 
Harmon 6.59 a.m. 
New York (Grand Central Terminal) 8.00 a.m. 

5.40 p.m. 

Lv. Chicago (La Salle Street Station) 9.50 a.m. 
5.52 a.m. Ar. Harmon. 

Ar'. New York::. 6 - 5 0 a - m -

This splendid 20 H o u r service between the great cities of N e w Y o r k and 
Chicago provides a schedule to suit practically every requirement 

i n time of departure and arrival 

W A T E 1 L E V E L R O 

N e w Y o r k 

U T E - V O U C A N S L E E P 

Central Lines 
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T h e O x w e l d 

R a i l r o a d S e r v i c e C o . 

Unit of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation 

0 3 3 

Linde Oxygen 
Prest-O-Lite Acetylene 

Oxweld Apparatus and Supplies 
Union Carbide 

Carbic 
Carbic Flood Lights 

Car Inspectors' Lamps 
Haynes Stellite High 

Abrasive Welding Rod 

C A R B I D E AND C A R B O N BUILDING, CHICAGO 
CARBIDE AND CARBON BUILDING, NEW YORK 

There is no sub 
stitute for steady 
light—plenty of it 
—and where you 
want it—especial­
ly in railroad work. 

In the three pro­
d u c t s illustrated 
we offer "Portable 
Dayl ight" to in­
crease the speed, 
efficiency & econ­
omy of all railroad 
operations. 

L I G H T 
- w h e r e y o u 

w a n t i t 
t 

For Tar Inspec­
tion, Signal & 
Maintenance 
Departments 

National Carbide 
VG Light 

Lights for all emergencies; also for inspection, signal, motor 
car and maintenance. 

Write for prices, photos and more complete data. 

NATIONAL CARBIDE SALES CORP., Lincoln Building, New York, K.Y. 
Opposite Grand Central Terminal 

RAILROAD EMPLOYEES' PERSONAL L O A N CO. 
(Under Supervision of New York State Banking Dept.) 

Loans Based on Character and Earning Capacity Made to Railroad 
Employees in Amounts U p to #300. Loan Applications on Request. 

Home Office 
Room 1405 

452 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N . Y . 

Buffalo Branch 
Room 1201 

CENTRAL TERMINAL BLDG. 
BUFFALO, N . Y . 

A N I N V E S T M E N T O P P O R T U N I T Y 
In order to provide funds for the rapidly increasing business of its first subsidiary, the Railroad 
Employees' Personal Loan Company, the R A I L R O A D E M P L O Y E E S ' C O R P O R A T I O N is 
offering for subscription, shares of its Capital Stock in Units of Four Shares of Cumulative 
Convertible Preferred and One Share of Class A Common Stock at a price of #50.00 per unit. 
Payment may be made in ten equal monthly installments. Further details on request. 

R A I L R O A D E M P L O Y E E S ' C O R P O R A T I O N , 
452 Lexington Avenue, New York , N . Y . 

Please send me further details in connection with your stock subscription plan. 

Name (Please Print) 

Address 



466 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
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N E W Y O R K 
AIR BRAKES 

for 

Locomotives, Passenger Cars 
and Freight Cars 

A r e 

Used on the Fastest Trains 
and 

On All Other Trains 
of the 

Finest Railroads in America 

THE NEW YORK AIR BRAKE CO. 
420 Lexing ton Avenue , N e w Y o r k 

A L B A N Y 
CAR WHEEL 

COMPANY 
"Manufacturers of 

Chilled Car Wheels 
and Castings 

" E M P I R E S P E C I A L " 

Wheels for Electric 
and 

Heavy Duty Service 

Worthy 
of 

Your 
Confidence 

ALBANY NEW YORK 

% V T H E N you apply brake gear details to 

* T your equipment you l ike to feel that 

they are absolutely safe and w i l l give long, 

economical service. 

Schaefer B r a k e Gear Details do this. 

Forged i n one piece f rom special wear-re­

sisting steel, free f rom welds, reinforced 

at po in t s of greatest wear and greatest 

stress, they guarantee long, economical , safe 

service-life. 

Ra i l road men who have used them for years 

know that Schaefer Brake Gear Details are 

of unvarying quality. They use them with 

confidence. 

Schaefer Equipment Co. 
General Offices 

Koppers B u i l d i n g Pi t tsburgh, Pa . 
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A Savings Account and its 4 selling points 

S a f e t y 
A v a i l a b i l i t y 
V A L U E Increases 

E n c o u r a g e m e n t to Thrift 

T H E C A N A D I A N B A N K O F C O M M E R C E 
Paid-Up Capital $30,000,000 Reserve Fund $30,000,000 

A D E P O T F O R D E P O S I T S 

The depots on the road to success are 
banks and the tickets are deposit slips. 
In Youngstown this institution is the 
main depot for deposits. 

F I R S T N A T I O N A L B A N K 
T H E D O L L A R S A V I N G S & T R U S T C O . 

"Youngstown's G I B R A L T A R " 

Y O U N G S T O W N , O H I O 

Members of Federal Reserve System 

C O L U M B U S 
is a growing city. It is progressive. Bank 
deposits of Columbus banks total over #115,-
000,000. It will make a good city for manu­
facturer, jobber, merchant and all types of 
business enterprises. 

For desirable offices in the heart of 
Columbus' business activity, apply at 

CITY NATIONAL BANK & TRUST CO. 
9 East Long Street Columbus, Ohio 

T H E U N I O N N E W S C O M P A N Y 

— Restaurants — 
Grand Central Terminal, Lower Level, N .Y . City 
Gateway, 45th St. and Vanderbilt Ave., N .Y . City 

New York Central Railroad Stations 

Poughkeepsie, N . Y . Albany, N .Y . Syracuse, N .Y . 
Rochester, N . Y . Erie, Pa. Weehawken Ferry, N . J . 
Kingston, N . Y . Ashtabula, Ohio Elkhart, Ind. 

Boston Terminal, South Station, Boston, Mass. 
Detroit, Mich., Terminal 

Michigan Central R. R. Station 

New York Central Lines Depository 

New York State 
National Bank 

of A l b a n y , N . Y . 

AT STATE AND PEARL 

"Ji desire que je merite" 

Open Day and Night 

N . Y. C. Station 
Restaurant 

Guillaume & Co., Inc., Utica, N. Y. 

J. G. TRITTEN 1 1 Manager 

W M . M . B A L L A R D , Inc. 

G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t o r s 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
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Th .HE First and Second National Bank and Trust Company 
of Oswego and the Bank of Batavia are now members of the 
Marine Midland Group of Banks. 

The services and protection of one of the country's strongest 
financial institutions are now available through banks 
in these eighteen New York State cities. The combined 
resources of these banks total more than $600,000,000. 

Banks of the Marine Midland Group 

New Y o r k City 
T roy 
Binghamton 
Johnson City 
Cor t land 
Oswego 

Buffalo 
A l b i o n 
Lockpor t 
East A u r o r a 
Jamestown 
Niagara Fal ls 

Batavia 
Rochester 
Lackawanna 
Snyder 
Tonawanda 
Nor th Tonawanda 

The New 
Huntington 

Bank 
Building 

C o l u m b u s Off ices 
located in the new Huntington Bank Building enjoy every advantage 
of central location and superior building service. For rates address 

H U N T I N G T O N B A N K BUILDING 
Suite 311-312 Columbus, Ohio 

What do you want 
v e r y m u c h ? 

"Whatever it is—a radio, a washing machine, 

an electric refrigerator, a home of your own— 

you'l l get it sooner i f you start your savings 

account today. And the sooner you start the 

more interest you'l l get. Write today for full 

details of our plan for banking by mail. Address 

E . B . Col l , Vice President. 

F a r m e r s D e p o s i t N a t i o n a l B a n k 

Savings Department 

Fifth Avenue and Wood Street Pittsburgh, Pa. 



President P. E. Crowley congratulating Charles H . Hogan, Manager of Shop Labor and one of the original enginemen of the Empire State Express as that train left Grand Central 
T e r m i „ a l October 26 to begin its forty-first year of service between New York and Buffalo, while Vice-President R. D. Starbuck looks on. 
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New York Central Cited as the Safest Railroad 

AT the annual dinner of the Na­
tional Safety Council on Octo-

l ber 14, in the presence of an 
assemblage filling the banquet hall of 
the Stevens Hotel, Chicago, a "Cer­
tificate of Commendation" was con­
ferred upon the New York Central 
Lines in recognition of an achieve­
ment in the safe handling of passenger 
traffic without a parallel in the history 
of transportation. 

This "Certificate of Commendation," 
presented on behalf of the National 
Safety Council by President C. W. 
Bergquist to Vice - President R. D. 
Starbuck, representing the New York 
Central Lines, recited that official rec­
ords of the Interstate Commerce Com­
mission showed that four of the New 
York Central Lines in the seven years 
ending with 1930 had moved traffic 
aggregating 26,947,687,000 passenger-
miles, the greatest number that stands 
credited to any railroad, without a pas­
senger being killed in a train accident. 

This inconceivable number is equiva­
lent to 289% times the distance from 
the earth to the sun. It may not be 
amiss to say that in the ten and a 
half months since the close of the 
period covered by the Council these 
railroads have continued to operate 
without having killed a passenger in 
a train accident. 

"The year 1930 has been designated 
as the banner year in the history of 
railroad safety," said President Berg­
quist in presenting the certificate. 
"That year ended a decade of progress 
in efficient rail transportation that 
stands as a monument to the wisdom 
of those executives who now direct 
what has come to be recognized as 
one of America's greatest assets, our 
nation-wide transportation system. One 
of the outstanding features of this 
decade of improved railroad operation 
was the increasing emphasis placed 
upon Safety, until now it has been 
almost universally established as a 
definite phase of railroad manage­
ment. Safety in railroad employment 
has been one of the particular features 
in the Council's program of life con­
servation, and the Railroad Employees' 
National Safety Contest has been cred­
ited as one of the most effective agen­
cies utilized by the individual railroads 
in their accident prevention campaigns. 

"The Council has not been unmind­
ful, however, of the increasing protec­
tion given to the traveling public by 
our railroads, and it is to signify our 

official recognition of this phase of 
safety that we propose to commemo­
rate, at the end of this past decade, 
what is the most outstanding accom­
plishment in safe rail transportation. 

"Interstate Commerce Commission 
accident statistics have been carefully 
analyzed in order to determine which 
railroad or railroad system has oper­
ated the greatest number of passenger 
miles without a passenger being killed 
in a train accident. The result of this 
study is the basis of our Special Safety 
Award, a feature of our Banquet pro­
gram tonight, and I request Mr. W. H . 
Cameron, as Secretary of the Council, 
to read the commemorative citation 
authorized by the National Safety 
Council." 

The Citation was read by Mr. Cam­
eron. 

N A T I O N A L S A F E T Y C O U N C I L 
C E R T I F I C A T E O F 

S P E C I A L C O M M E N D A T I O N 
A W A R D E D T O 

T H E N E W Y O R K C E N T R A L L I N E S 
T H E N E W Y O R K C E N T R A L R A I L R O A D 

C O M P A N Y 
Seven Consecutive Years Clear Record 
M I C H I G A N C E N T R A L R A I L R O A D 
Nine Consecutive Years Clear Record 

B O S T O N A N D A L B A N Y R A I L R O A D 
Fourteen Consecutive Years Clear Record 

P I T T S B U R G H A N D L A K E E R I E 
R A I L R O A D C O M P A N Y 

Fourteen Consecutive Years Clear Record 
I N R E C O G N I T I O N O F T H E I R 

O U T S T A N D I N G A C H I E V E M E N T 
In the Field of Safe Rail Transportation 

T H E S E F O U R U N I T S O F T H E S Y S T E M 
H A V I N G R E C O R D E D A C O M B I N E D 

T O T A L O F 
26,947,687,000 P A S S E N G E R M I L E S 

D U R I N G T H E S E V E N C O N S E C U T I V E 
Y E A R S 1924-1930 

W I T H O U T A P A S S E N G E R K I L L E D I N 
A T R A I N A C C I D E N T 

T H E G R E A T E S T N U M B E R T H A T 
S T A N D S C R E D I T E D 
T O A N Y R A I L R O A D 

A C C O R D I N G T O T H E O F F I C I A L 
R E C O R D S O F 

T H E I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E 
C O M M I S S I O N 

As of Jan. 1st, 1931 

W. H . Cameron, Secretary 
C. W. Bergquist, President 

F F I C I A L records of the Inter­
state Commerce Commission 
show that while railroads have 

been able to reduce the total number 

President Bergquist continued: 
"Mr. R. D. Starbuck, Vice-President 

of the New York Central Lines, our 
guest of honor, as the official represen­
tative of this railroad system to receive 
our award, as many will recall, gained 
merited fame in his college days at 
Cornell University as All-American 
halfback. As on the gridiron, he has 
made good in the strenuous field of 
modern railroad operation, and it is 
indeed a great pleasure to have him 
with us as our guest on this occasion, 
and most gratifying to know that our 
Special Award can be transmitted to 
the New York Central Lines through 
such worthy hands. With this Certifi­
cate of Special Commendation is ex­
tended our congratulations and good 
wishes for even greater achievements 
in Railroad Safety. 

In accepting the Certificate Mr. Star-
buck said in part: 

"On behalf of the New York Central 
Lines, I accept this award with full ap­
preciation of the import of such recog­
nition coming from the National Safety 
Council. 

"The accumulation of nearly 27 bil­
lion passenger miles without a passen­
ger killed in train accident, was not 
the result of mere chance, but rather 
to the application of safety measures 
through the improvement of equipment 
and operation and the training of per­
sonnel. 

"Safety on the New York Central 
Lines is a component part of railroad 
operation, and in its application to our 
employes and the public, has through 
organized efforts produced gratifying 
results. Therefore, whatever credit is 
due goes to all classes of our employes 
who have loyally and earnestly endeav­
ored to put into practice the funda­
mental policy of our system, safe and 
dependable transportation service. 

"We recognize not only the impor­
tance of this work, but also the necessity 
of constant application of a systematic 
plan of action." 

of grade crossing accidents more than 
6 per cent, reckless drivers have caused 
an increase of more than a third in 
such accidents to automobiles, said 

Automobilists Reckless at Crossings, 
C. E. Hill Tells Safety Congress 



VICE-PRESIDENT R. D. STARBUCK RECEIVING SAFETY AWARD 
At the annual dinner of the National Safety Council in Chicago on October 14, a 
"Certificate of Commendation" was conferred upon the New York Central Lines in 
recognition of its achievement in moving during the seven years ending with 1930 
traffic aggregating 26,947,687,000 passenger-miles, the greatest number that stands 
credited to any railroad, without a passenger being killed in a train accident. Vice-
President Starbuck, center, is receiving the "Certificate" from C. W. Bergquist, right, 
President of the National Safety Council, with C. E. Hill , General Safety Agent, 
New York Central Lines, an interested observer. 

Charles E . Hil l , General Safety Agent 
of the New York Central Lines, at the 
meeting of the Steam Railroad Section 
of the National Safety Congress in 
Chicago on October 13. 

While increases in the number of 
automobiles and in highway mileage 
afforded twice as many opportunities 
for accidents in 1930 as in 1923, Mr. 
Hil l said, railroads showed a decrease 
of 6.6 per cent in the number of acci­
dents and twelve and a half per cent 
in the number of casualties. Casualties 
per ten thousand automobiles decreased 
45.2 per cent. 

"However, if we stop with the state­
ment that crossing accidents are de­
creasing, we not only mislead the 
public, but we fool ourselves," he con­
tinued. " A n analysis of reports to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission re­
veals some rather startling facts. 

"While accidents due to-cars being 
struck by trains decreased from 4,312 
in 1923 to 3,469 in 1930, or 19.5 per 
cent, accidents due to automobiles run­
ning into trains increased from 748 
to 1,311 in the same period or 75.2 
per cent, while the number killed by 
automobiles running into trains in­
creased 37.4 per cent and the number 
injured increased 61.2 per cent. The 
proportion of crossing accidents due 
to cars running into trains has in­
creased from 14 per cent to 27 per 
cent in seven years. 

"Analyzing the matter further we 

find a decrease of 20 per cent at un­
protected crossings and an increase of 
eight and one-half per cent at pro­
tected crossings. At protected cross­
ings casualties in accidents to motor 
trucks decreased 9.1 per cent, to motor 
buses 26 per cent, to animal-drawn 
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vehicles 74.5 per cent, while casualities 
in protected crossing accidents to pas­
senger automobiles increased 35.8 per 
cent. At unprotected crossings casual­
ties in motor truck accidents decreased 
12.4 per cent, passenger automobiles 
12.7 per cent, motor buses 25.6 per 
cent, animal-drawn vehicles 84.5 per 
cent. 

"These figures show definite progress 
in the prevention of accidents at un­
protected crossings; also definite prog­
ress at crossings having protection ex­
cepting where passenger automobiles 
are involved. The decrease in casual­
ties involving motor buses and motor 
trucks is influenced by laws in many 
states requiring a stop at grade cross­
ings and also special supervision of 
drivers. In view of the fact that in 
1930 there were nearly 18 million 
horses and mules, representing a de­
crease of only 25 per cent over 1923, 
the decrease involving animal-drawn 
vehicles is outstanding. 

"Our real problem therefore is with 
passenger automobiles, and since the 
increase at protected crossings is sub­
stantial it is obvious that too little 
consideration is given by the average 
motor driver to the watchman, gates, 
flashlights or other measures installed 
at such crossings for their protection. 
A motor driver who would not think 
of running by a red light or disobeying 
the stop signals of a traffic officer in 
cities, too frequently disregards such 
warnings at grade crossings. Such dis­
regard of motor drivers caused 561 
deaths and 1,632 injuries last year. 

"We have found in our efforts to 
prevent employe accidents that we 
need rules regulating the conduct of 
the individual and that such rules 
must be enforced. It is imperative that 
a similar procedure be followed if we 
are to curb the recklessness of motor 
drivers. Three things are requisite. 

(Continued on page 42) 

NEW 50-TON GANTRY TYPE CRANE FOR N . Y . C. IN CHICAGO 
The new crane was erected to service the New York Central team track at Taylor 
Street, Chicago, and to replace the old twenty-five-ton crane which had been used in 
general team track service. It is electrically operated, and has two trolleys, each with a 
main hoist capacity of twenty-five tons and an auxiliary hoist with a capacity of five 
tons. The main span is fifty-five feet long, with two cantilever spans of twenty-three 
feet of a total span of 101 feet. Four tracks and two driveways are served for a 
longitudinal distance of 250 feet. The main hoist is designed for a full load speed 
of twelve feet per minute and the auxiliary hoist for a speed of sixty feet per minute. 
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President Crowley Starts Empire State Express on Its 
Forty-first Year of Service 

S TARTING trains is not usually 
considered a part of a railroad 
president's duties; yet President 
Crowley, of the New York Central 

Lines, came down from his home in Mt. 
Vernon to Grand Central Terminal 
earlier than usual Monday, October 26, 
for the specific purpose of starting the 
Empire State Express on its daily run 
to Buffalo. Vice-President R. D. Star-
buck and other officers of the road were 
on hand to see that everything, includ­
ing the Empire State Express, went off 
according to schedule. 

Among the officers referred to was 
Charles H . Hogan, Manager, Depart­
ment of Shop Labor at Buffalo. "Uncle 
Charlie," as he is affectionately known, 
belonged in the picture because he 
drove the locomotive which hauled the 
Empire State Express for the first 
time between Syracuse and Buffalo and 
also because one year, six months and 
fourteen days after that first trip he 
drove locomotive No. 999, hauling the 
same train over the same territory, on 
an eventful run which included the 
fastest authentically recorded mile ever 
made on a railroad. 

Before the Empire State Express 
departed, when President Crowley 
gave the signal, news photographers 
snapped several pictures of Mr. Crow­
ley standing with Mr. Hogan and Vice-
President Starbuck. 

Of course all this was not intended to 
establish a precedent, though so famous 
a train may deserve such unusual at­
tentions as a part of its daily routine. 
No, it was just a birthday celebration 
to mark the beginning of the Empire 
State Express' forty-first year of pub­
lic service. It was on October 26, 1891, 
that the Empire State Express began 
making transportation history, for that 
is precisely what it has been doing right 
up to the present moment. 

In the first place, it was the fastest 
train for the longest distance in the 
world when it was placed in service. 
While this distinction was taken from 
it later on by the Twentieth Century 
Limited and the Southwestern Limited 
it has continued to grow in popularity 
from day to day by exemplifying the 
way in which a model train should be 
operated. Its popularity is attested by 
the fact that it carries every day in the 
year in both directions an average of 
more than 400 passengers. It has a 
record of an average of 500 passengers 
daily for an entire month. 

It might be termed a "self-made" 
train; for, like all heroes, it had a very 
modest beginning. New York Central 
management from the beginning has 
been gifted with a capacity to foresee 
a public demand and skill in catering to 
that demand. It became apparent in 
1891 that there was a demand for a 
faster train between New York and 
Buffalo than heretofore had been pro­
vided. Hence, Empire State Express. 

It was announced in advance as the 
fastest regular passenger train in the 
world, to make an average speed of 
52% miles an hour for the elapsed 
time between terminals. This was 
recognized as a national event. Crowds 
assembled at every station along the 
road to see the first train pass. 

Judged by present-day standards it 
was not much of a train; for it con­
sisted of only four cars. First it was a 
combination buffet, library and smok­
ing car, then two standard day coaches, 
next the Wagner drawing room car 
Luxor. On this first trip the private car 
Moraquita was added. Passengers in­
cluded a number of railroad officers, 
representatives of newspapers in New 
York, Albany, Troy, Utiea, Syracuse, 
Rochester and Buffalo, to the total of 
148. 

The train drew out of Grand Central 
Depot—it was not "Terminal" then— 
in New York City 9:01:15 a. m., 1 min­
ute 15 seconds late. It arrived at A l ­
bany at 11:42:45 a. m., or 2 minutes 15 
seconds ahead of time, and left ten sec­
onds late. Poor fuel kept steam down, 
making the train five minutes late into 
Utica, where it was greeted by a crowd 
of 1,000 persons. After a stop of two 
minutes it started for Syracuse, where 
it arrived at 2:53 p. m., eight minutes 
forty-five seconds late. Here engines 
were changed with Engineman Hogan 
in charge of the new locomotive. Then 
things began to happen. 

Leaving Syracuse a trifle more than 
eight minutes behind time Hogan made 
up two minutes on the way to Roches­
ter. 

Between Rochester and Buffalo one 
mile was covered in 51% seconds, an­
other in 59 seconds, other miles in 55 
seconds. The schedule allowed 14 min­

utes to cover the 3% miles between 
East Buffalo and Buffalo Station. 
Hogan covered it in six minutes. 

The Empire State Express came to a 
stop in Buffalo Station at 5:43 p.m., 
three minutes behind schedule time. 
Deducting the minute and 15 seconds 
which the train was late leaving New 
York that first trip occupied a minute 
and three-quarters more than the 
schedule allowed. 

The average speed while running 
was between 56 and 57 miles an hour, 
the fastest ever made by any train of 
such heavy weight for so great a dis­
tance. The engines weighed 100 tons 
each, the cars 178 tons. 

It is believed that the only officer of 
the company now in New York who 
saw the Empire start on its first trip 
is C. F. Smith, Manager, Passenger 
Transportation, who as a boy watched 
the conductor give the signal for de­
parture from Grand Central Depot, as 
it was called in those days. 

That was fine for a beginning but 
times have changed. A sixteen-car 
train today, including Hudson type 
locomotives, weighs approximately 
1,530 tons, or five and one-half times 
the weight of the original Empire State 
Express. 

The original Empire State Express 
ran on week days in one direction only 
until June 27, 1892. From that date 
until September 30, 1928, it ran in both 
directions on week days. Then it was 
made a daily train. In due course a 
cafe coach took the place of the buffet 
for serving meals and this was re­
placed by a regular dining car in 1910. 

From the beginning to its forty-first 
anniversary the Empire State Express 
has rolled up a grand total of 11,133,-
075 miles, if you care to know. 

NEW YORK CENTRAL PAINTERS AT WEST ALBANY, N . Y . 
The paint department force of the New York Central Locomotive Shop at West 

Albany, N . Y. , under the supervision of Charles Koelsch, foreman. 


