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W I c a n s l e e p o n t h e 

w a t e r l e v e l r o u t e " 

L o w e l l T h o m a s 

"The Radio Voice of the Liter­
ary Digest"—world traveler, ex­
plorer, war correspondent and 
author of nearly a score of 
famous books of adventure and 
biography, such as "With 
Lawrence in Arabia," "Count 
Luckner, the Sea Devil," and 
the much discussed "India, 
Land of the Black Pagoda." 

The N e w Y o r k Central Lines 
great steel fleet between C h i ­
cago and N e w Y o r k comprises 
32 trains, among them ( i n addit ion to the nine 20-
hour trains) six 21-hour trains which include such 
l o n g time favorites as the "Lake Shore L i m i t e d , " 
" F i f t h Avenue Special ," and " N o r t h Shore L i m i t e d . " 
Th i s gives a wide range of choice at varying fares, 
depending upon the time en route. There are good 

trains on which no extra fare is charged. 

s a y s 

L O W E L L T H O M A S 

V ^ / F T E N while bouncing along in a palanquin 

on the shoulders of coolies, or weaving back and 

forth on the hump of a dromedary, or fording a 

sluggish jungle river on the back of a pad elephant, 

I have longed for the luxury and the speed the 

Century affords. I can sleep on N e w Y o r k Central's 
water level route! 

"Most of my life has been spent in going some­

where, or in coming back from somewhere. I have 

never bothered about computing the distance, but 

I suspect that I have roamed around and around 

the globe for more than a mi l l ion miles. In al l that 

travel I have never encountered any means of trans­

portation more comfortable than the world-famous 

Twentieth Century Limited, and I find that its fame 
has spread even to far countries." 
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(via Michigan Central) 
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20th CENTURY 
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COMMODORE 

VANDERBILT 3:00 p.m. 

F R O M N E W Y O R K 

ADVANCE 20th 
CENTURY . . 1:45 p.m. 

20th CENTURY 
LIMITED . . . 2:45 p.m. 

COMMODORE 
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(via Michigan Central) 
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When the Fast Mail Ran on the Lake Shore Line 

W H E N the Fast White M a i l Trains were inaugu­
rated in 1875, the Lake Shore & Michigan South­
ern used between Buffalo and E r i e locomotive 

No. 317, named the J . H . Devereaux, run by Henry Shat-
tuck, and No. 283, the H . L . Lansing, driven by Engineman 
John Miles. 

The first run of this swift t ra in of cars was scarcely a less 
momentous occasion than many of its subsequent trips with 
its precious cargo of mail , and here we have an account of 
one of them, as written by R. L . Cary, Jr. , for the Buffalo 
Sunday Courier, i n 1875. A foreword to the first poem says: 

"On Saturday, November 13th, the Fast M a i l , consisting 
of four white cars drawn by the engine 'J. H . Devereaux,' 
Henry Shattuck, Engineer, left East Buffalo one hour and 
two minutes late, and made one of the fastest runs ever 
made over the Buffalo Division of the Lake Shore road, and 
this in the teeth of a dr iving snow storm. I stood upon the 
station platform at B — , when it passed, and can t ru ly 
say, 'It came and vanished like a dream. ' " 

Directly below is the story of this t r ip made by engine 317, 
and following it is an account of engine 283. 

How Shattuck Runs the Mail 
There were anxious eyes in the dingy place 

That watched the hands on the dial's face, 
And swift feet hurrying to and fro, 

It was after time for the mail 
to go, 

And the clock that ticked the live­
long day 

Seemed now to the hurrying 
clerks to say, 

"I'm the demon time, and I never 
wait, 

The mail is late. The mail is 
late." 

There flashed these words o'er 
nerves of wire, 

A demon's stamp by the blue-
light's fire, 

And the listeners paused, and held 
their breath, 

A broken rail, and the ride was 
death; 

A tie misplaced on the road-bed's 
curve, 

A switch unlocked where the 
rails diverge, 

"Keep the main track clear till the 
mail has passed, 

It is one hour late, we shall run 
it fast." 

An engine stands in the yard below, 
Waiting the master's touch to 

go; 
And a stalwart man in the furnace 

glare, 
Looks down the track thro' the 

snowy air,— 
Looks down the track where the monster's run,— 

Looks down the track where the mail should 
come, 

Then tests the valves if they work aright, 
And the giant bird is plumed for flight. 

The sound of waves on a rock-bound shore, 
A rumble low, then a demon's roar; 

A gleam of light in the far away 
Where the shadows clasp the dying day; 

A snow-white arrow winged in flight, 
An iron-clad head with eye of light, 

It has paused to rest like a frightened deer, 
And the watchers say, "The Mail is here." 

Only a moment it stops to rest, 
A snow-white deer on the earth's brown 

breast, 
Waiting for only a touch to go— 

A flash of light thro* the drifting snow, 
Or the swift, wild flight of a bird that's free, 

To the far off west and the inland sea; 
Aye, one hour late, but the watchers know 

It's Shattuck's run with the Devereaux. 

ON THE ROAD 

He has left the city's lights behind, 
As a bird in flight, or a gust of wind, 

He has crossed the bridge like an arrow white 
By a demon shot thro' shades of night, 

He has climbed the hill to its other side, 
He has passed the point where the tracks 

divide, 
And the farmer sees from his open door 

A meteor's gleam and—nothing more. 

A moment here, a moment there, 
No time for thought, no time for prayer, 

The mile posts fly away behind 
Like dead leaves blown adown the wind, 

A sunshine gleam from windows bright, 
That vanishes like fire-fly's light, 

While Death waits in the darkness near 
Ti> farrv hnme an engineer. 

On, on it goes, a gleam of light 
By demons hurled across the night, 

Or like a snow-flake caught and whirled 
By stormy winds across the world, 

A mile a minute, shadows race, 
The Fast White Mail, and lose their place, 

And still the mile posts drawing near 
Are ghosts in white that disappear. 

'Twas just at dusk, when shadows fall 
Across the earth a sable pall, 

A farmer from his cottage door 
That stood upon the lake's green shore, 

Glanced down the track with anxious look 
As plainly read as open book. 

"I wouldn't run the mail to-day 
A single mile for all his pay." 

Still toward the city by the sea, 
That smiled upon the prairie lea, 

It thundered over tracks of steel, 
A monster grim with flying wheel, 

And still the mile posts flew behind 
Like thistle down before the wind, 

Or like to snow-flakes in the sun, 
That melting, vanish one by one. 

On with an arrow's flight they go, 
On in the night, and drifting snow, 

A rumble low, a gleam of light, 
A flying bird with plumage white, 

'Till eighty-eight long miles are passed, 
The swift wild ride is o'er at last. 

A meteor's gleam, a comet's tail, 
And that's how Shattuck ran the mail. 

• i f 

John Miles with the 283 
The old man stood in the doorway, argued an 

hour or more, 
They'd be carrying mails by 

steam power, and throwin' 
'em off at the door. 

New cars run over their roadways 
with the speed of a gust of 
wind, 

They've left the lumberin' stage­
coach, and the old-fashioned 
ways behind. 

And they tell me, to lands far 
westward, where the eagle 
has left its trail, 

Uncle Sam is a sendin' 'em 
letters by way of a Fast 
White Mail. 

So I've driven from home since 
mornin', although I am old 
and grey, 

To see Uncle Sam's pet hobby, 
the Fast White Mail to-day; 

For in twenty-six hours, I've 
heard it, and it beats an old 
man like me, 

They've the ocean mail a-readin' 
by '.'the queen of the inland 
sea. 

Well, times is a-changin' surely, 
one is never too old to learn. 

Though there may be flaws in 
the marble that my old eyes 
can't discern. 

Yet I'm tired o' the deacon's 
croakin', and I wish that 
he'd "give us a rest," 

God's runnin' the world, I reckon, and He 
doeth what seems the best. 

Now I'll move my chair here, youngster, and 
sit where the bright sun smiles, 

'Till I hear on the curve, down yonder, the 
whistle o' old John Miles, 

For they tell me he's runnin' the engine on the 
Fast White Mail to-day. 

And he runs like a wild young fellow, if his 
hair is a turnin' grey. 

The old man sat by the window 'till we saw 
o'er the curve below, 

The smoke from the engine 'rising like the 
wings of a great black crow, 

Then he crept with a gait unsteady across o'er 
the office floor, 

And stood like a statue, watching the train 
from the open door, 

It came like a great arrow tipped with a barb 
o' steel, 

Spurning the road beneath it with the touch 
of its iron shod heel, 

Catching the mail while passing with a demon's 
outstretched hand, 

To be scattered in showers of blessing, afar 
o'er the peaceful land. 

Miles, with his hand on 1 lit* lever, looked out 
as he passed the d<><>i. 

Looked out at the sunbeams stealing adown 
toward the lake's green shore, 

Then pulled the throttle wi<lr open, and seemed 
with his air to say, 

"Uncle Sam, I have nm lilie lightning with 
your Fast While M.nl to day." 

The old man looked in wonder, as they caught 
the mail below. 

"Aye, times is l.r.i." ho muttered, "for that 
idea ain't slow." 

And then as away they vanished with a flash 
like a comet's tail, 

He said, "Old Time you're tnichred by Steam 
and the Fast White Mail." 
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KingandQueenofSiam Rideon N.Y. Central SpecialTrain 

KING A N D QUEEN OF SIAM AFTER ARRIVAL A T SCARBOROUGH, N . Y., O N APRIL 22 
King Prajadhipok, one of the few reigning monarchs ever to visit the United States, and his Queen, Rambai Barni, waving 
and smiling a greeting to the throng of people who met them when they alighted from the New York Central Special train, 

at Scarborough, N . Y . 

O N E of the few reigning mon­
archs ever to visit the United 
States, K i n g Prajadhipok of 

Siam, with his Queen, Rambai Ba rn i , 
were passengers in a special t ra in over 
the New Y o r k Central Railroad's water 
level route between New Y o r k and 
Chicago on A p r i l 21 and 22. 

The t ra in left Chicago as the second 
section of the F i f t h Avenue Special 
about 10:30 A . M . , A p r i l 21, and arrived 
at Scarborough, New York , four miles 
east of Harmon, on the Electr ic D i v i ­
sion, at noon of the following day. The 

running time, 25 hours, was made slow 
at the request of the K i n g , who was re­
covering from the effects of bronchitis 
and malaria. 

A s the t ra in approached Scar­
borough, members of the Royal party 
were most generous in their praise of 
the way in which the t ra in had been 
operated, the diligence and ski l l of its 
crews and the exceptional r id ing quali­
ties of the New York Central's famous 
roadbed. The t ra in consisted of nine 
cars, of which three were coaches used 
for braking purposes. The K i n g and 

Queen were i n the Canadian Pacific 
private car, Ki l la rney, and members of 
the suite had compartments in other 
pullman cars. A New Y o r k Central 
dining car, of the type used on the 
Twentieth Century Limited, was at­
tached to the train throughout the run. 

The royal party landed at V a n ­
couver from the Empress of Japan 
Fr iday, A p r i l 17 and left that night 
over the Canadian Pacific Rai lway as a 
section of Tra in No. 2, the Imperial. A t 
North Por ta l the Soo Line took over the 
t ra in which, running v ia Minneapolis, 




