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The simplicity of control, 
economy of power trans­
mission, and continuity and 
reliability of operation of 
G-E equipped gas-electric 
cars prompt railroads and 
car builders almost every­
where to specify "G-E". 

T N S e p t e m b e r , 1925, the C i n c i n n a t i N o r t h e r n 
R a i l r o a d r e p l a c e d e ight s team l o c o m o t i v e s 

w i t h f o u r G - E e q u i p p e d gas-electric r a i l cars, 
r e t a i n i n g o n e l o c o m o t i v e for s tandby service . 
T h e s e r a i l cars h a v e a n ava i lab i l i ty factor o f 
o v e r 99 p e r cent . 

T h e r e c o r d o f the i r p e r f o r m a n c e , as r e p o r t e d 
b y R a i l w a y A g e i n the issue o f J a n u a r y 2 6 , 1 9 2 9 , 
is as fol lows: 

Cost of Operation 
Over a period of 34 months, to and including July, 

1928, the four motor cars had covered approximately 
g

t - 765,000 miles. The fuel consumption during this period 
totaled approximately 544,000 gal, of gasoline, resulting 
Average Cast of Motor-Train Operation Per Train Mile 

Cents per train-mile 
.. . Repairs }0.21 nail. Crew wages ..." Fuel »-fj 

•Vlth Lubricants °-f| 
ower ° t h e r , u p p ! l " 
•h 3« Principal operating expense, total • 35.09 J™ a a Total expense of motor-train operation, exclusive of • 1 the relief-train maintenance and operation • 52.45 Total expense, including relief-train maintenance and operation .. .• ; • -Cost of equivalent 100 per cent steam-train operation.... So'tV -lveS Saving, due to motor car operation . •• 29.Jl 

in an average of 1.4 miles per gal. On the basis of the 
V l t h 34-month period the average cost of motor-train opera-

r e ~ tion per passenger-train-mile is shown in the table. 
s i x Inspection and Maintenance 
ie Up to the present time there has been no occasion to 

make heavy repairs to these cars. The principal re-
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You'll get a kick out of it every day Superior Motor Barrel we are able to use a 

when you check up your Bunn Special longer,thinner mainspringwhichwill keep 
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The model, shown above, is 9% inches long and about two inches high 

BY special arrangement with the manufacturers, the New York Cen­
tral Lines Magazine is enabled to offer at a nominal price, while 

they last, models of the famous Hudson type locomotives which haul the 
Twentieth Century Limited and other New York Central limited trains. 
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In real silver plate, $2.50. Check or money order should accompany the 
coupon. Order quickly, or you may be too late. 
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No. Price 
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I Address [ 

, City State , 

I Address, Editor, New York C e n t r a l Lines Magazine, I 
466 Lexington Avenue, New York City 
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A V e s t S i d e I m p r o v e m e n t 

F O R T Y 
YEARS of 
talk crystal­
lized into ac­

tion at noon, De­
cember 31, 1929, 
when Mayor 
Walker and Presi­
dent Crowley in 
the presence of 
other officers of the 
municipality and 
of the New York 
Central Railroad 
formally launched 
the "West Side 
Improvement" in 
New York City. 

Briefly sum­
marized, the es­
sential fact about 
the "West Side 
improvement" is 
that it will, when 
finished, take the 
railroad's tracks 
off of all streets 
in the metropolis. 
Incidentally, it 
will also take 
street traffic out 
of the way of the 
New York Cen­
tral, though no 
one except rail-

Mayor Walker and President P. E. Crowley at the ceremony 
inaugurating the removal of the West Side tracks. Standing 

between them, is Vice-President C. C. Paulding. 
road people seems to think about that. 
As a corollary of the mutual efforts of 
city and corporation to get out of each 
other's way, many other important 
things will be accomplished. Leaving 
details for discussion hereinafter it 
may be said that the whole character 
and appearance of the West Side in 
New York City will be transformed by 
this notable improvement. But to get 
back to the events of December 31. 

In response to the joint invitation of 
Mayor James J. Walker and President 
Crowley, a notable crowd assembled on 
Eleventh Avenue near Sixtieth Street 
to see the ceremony which was to ini­
tiate the work of removing the rail­
road tracks from the surface of this 
street in the Borough of Manhattan. 
The ceremonies on this occasion, while 

simple, were, nevertheless, of so much 
current and historic interest that they 
were recorded in both silent and sound 
motion pictures. According to the evi­
dence of the latter, Mayor Walker 
said: 

"Mr. Crowley, on this very impor­
tant occasion, greater than any other 
in my recollection as a life-long resi­
dent in the City of New York, I bring 
to you as President of the New York 
Central Railroad Company the con­
gratulations of the City of New York 
for the very fine spirit in which you 
have approached the final elimination 
of what has for years been known as 
'Death Avenue' tracks. Your splendid 
spirit of co-operation has made it pos­
sible after forty years of difficult 
struggle to bring about the elimina­

tion of these 
tracks not only 
for commercial 
advantage but for 
prevention of the 
destruction of life 
and limb. 

"This is one of 
the oldest portions 
of Manhattan 
Island, one in 
which I have a 
sentimental in­
terest, having 
been born on the 
West Side of Man­
hattan Island my­
self. No longer 
will we speak of 
'Death Avenue' 
but of the West 
Side of Manhat­
tan, the greatest 
avenue of com­
merce and traffic 
in the City of New 
York. 

"On behalf of 
the City I bring 
you this official 
and grateful rec­
ognition of your 
very fine attitude 
and the splendid 
way in which you 

have co-operated with the City. 
"There is just one sad note in this 

great undertaking today and it is that 
the very distinguished and estimable 
gentleman who so long served the rail­
road company over which you preside 
is not present. As long as life re­
mains with me I shall remember that 
splendid personality, that noble char­
acter, that superlative mind that con­
tributed so much to the State of New 
York and the City of New York, Mr. 
Ira A. Place. 

"There is nothing that I would not 
give because of my admiration and 
appreciation of Mr. Place to have him 
present with us today. I well know 
since 1912 when I introduced in the 
legislature a bill for the elimination 
of 'Death Avenue' how Mr. Place la-

on December 31, 
in the rear, and 



8 
bored, how devoted he was to his obli­
gations to the railroad company and 
the great civic pride that he mani­
fested on all occasions for the City 
of New York. In his memory, thanks 
to your generous invitation, we now 
mark the first step in the elimination 
of 'Death Avenue' and the creation of 
the finest avenue of commerce to be 
found in this broad land." 

At this point, Mayor Walker picked 
up what his aides called a "crowbar," 
with which he pulled the first spike 
for the removal of the first rail from 
Eleventh Avenue. It may be said in 
confidence in this connection that the 
Mayor did not use a crowbar to draw 
the spike but a standard clawbar such 
as is commonly used on the New York 
Central and, indeed, on certain other 
railroads for drawing spikes. Any­
way, the spike was drawn. 

Having accomplished his share of 
the joint labor, the smiling Mayor 
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turned the clawbar over to President 
Crowley, who said as he grasped it: 

"I thank you for your compliments, 
Mr. Mayor. For forty years this West 
Side Improvement has been talked of. 
Now the time for talk has passed and 
the time for work is here." Then a 
gang of laborers drew the other spikes 
and ripped out a section of rail. 

Spikes to Be Gold Plated 
That was all there was to it. The 

camera men ceased operating their 
cranks and shutters and attendants 
took charge of the two historic spikes 
that had just been drawn to be gold-
plated and preserved as mementos. 

With Mayor Walker at the cere­
mony were Transit Commissioner 
Charles C. Lockwood, Charles F. Ker­
rigan, assistant to the Mayor; Charles 
S. Hand, the Mayor's secretary; Rabbi 
Nathan Krass, of Temple Emanuel; 
John F. Curry, Major John F. Sulli­

van and numerous officials from sev­
eral branches of the city government. 

With President Crowley were R. E. 
Dougherty, his Engineering Assistant, 
who will have charge of the elimina­
tion work; Vice Presidents R. D. 
Starbuck, G. H. Ingalls and Charles 
C. Paulding, General Superintendent 
F. N. Melius, D. W. Dinan, General 
Manager, Line East of Buffalo, and 
two score or more of department 
chiefs and other officers. Mrs. Ira A. 
Place and her son, Willard F. Place, 
were also present. A large crowd of 
other spectators on the railroad 
tracks, the street adjacent and in the 
open windows of tenements in the 
neighborhood also witnessed the cere­
monies. 

A police detail of ten sergeants, one 
hundred patrolmen, four mounted men, 
two traffic sergeants and ten traffic 
men were in charge of Deputy Chief 
Inspector Bolan and several inspec-

Recording the removal of first spike from the railroad track, on Eleventh Avenue. Mayor Walker ,s seen with a claw bar as he 
is about to force the spike from the railroad tie at the ceremony on December 31 President P. E.Crowley_ ,s standing m the center 
foreground, and Vice-President G. H. Ingalls is standing just to the left of the Mayor in the picture, while at the extreme right 

is R. E. Doughterty, Engineering Assistant to the President, who is supervising the improvement. 
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President Crowley and Mayor Walker pulling the first spike from the tracks at Sixtieth Street and Twelfth Avenue, New York 
City. This was the start of the work of building the vast West Side Improvement, which will take the railroad tracks off New 

York City streets. 
tors, captains and lieutenants, while 
the New York Central police were 
represented by twenty men in charge 
of Sergeant i ennings. 

Part of the stage setting for this 
notable event in the history of the 
City of New York and of the New 
York Central Railroad was the last 
locomotive and passenger car to pass 
over this particular stretch of track. 
The engine was No. 5283 in charge of 
Engineman J. H. Lyons of No. 2360 
Third Avenue and Fireman W. O. 
< olbart of 239 West 230th Street. Wil-
Imm Williams, Road Foreman of En­
gines, was also on board the locomo­
tive. In charge of this last train was 
• 'onductor William M. Polly of Cro-
ton, who has seen twenty-four years 
of service on the West Side, with R. J. 
(Jray as Brakeman. 

The last train backed slowly into 
ilir yards. Five minutes later two 
lengths of track had been removed 
n n<l engineers were setting up their 
instruments on the spot. 

The aggregate cost, when every de-
i.iil has been completed, will be ap­
proximately $175,000,000. Of this 
sum about $110,000,000 must be borne 
by the New York Central, $50,000,000 
by the City of New York and $15,000,-
ikio by the State of New York under 
i lie terms of the Grade Crossing Elim­
ination Act. 

The plan provides for removing the 
tracks of the railroad company from 
the surface of the streets on the West 
Side of the city and placing them 

south of Fifty-ninth Street in a sub­
way to Thirty-fourth Street and on 
an elevated structure south of Thir­
tieth Street. 

To Abandon St. John's Park 
The tracks are now situated, as they 

have been for many years, on the sur­
face of Tenth and Eleventh Avenues 
and West Street, crossing a large 
number of streets at grade and run­
ning at grade from St. John's Park to 
Sixtieth Street. The agreement pro­
vides for the abandonment of St. 
John's Park as a railroad freight sta­
tion and the construction of a new 
freight terminal at Spring and Wash­
ington Streets on property purchased 
by the railroad company for that pur­
pose. From this new freight termi­
nal north, the tracks will be taken off 
the streets and carried on a viaduct 
parallel to Washington Street, on land 
owned by the railroad company. 

In order to take trucking off the 
streets the agreement provides that 
the New York Central shall build and 
maintain at its expense an arcade 
upon the company's property. 

The viaduct on which the tracks are 
carried will extend north on an ele­
vated structure built on property be­
longing to the railroad company east 
of Tenth Avenue to Sixteenth Street, 
crossing Tenth Avenue between Six­
teenth and Seventeenth Streets, and 
then north to Thirtieth Street on 
property one hundred feet west of 
Tenth Avenue. 

The present yard, now extending 
from Thirtieth to Thirty-seventh 
Streets is to be entirely reconstructed, 
not only as to tracks but for the im­
provement of all facilities. North of 
the Thirtieth Street yard, that is, 
from Thirty-sixth Street, the tracks 
will be located in a subway on prop­
erty owned by the railroad company, 
between Tenth and Eleventh Avenues, 
crossing under all streets with no 
change in the street grades. 

Where the tracks are carried across 
streets running east and west, south 
of Thirtieth Street, they will be on a 
viaduct not less than fourteen feet 
above the surface of the streets upon 
a plan which has been approved by 
the Transit Commission. Construc­
tion of the tracks in the method out­
lined will remove them from the sur­
face of ninety streets and will enable 
those streets to revert to their proper 
use as highways. 

The railroad owns and operates a 
railroad yard between Sixtieth Street 
and Seventy-second Street. North of 
Seventy-second Street to Spuyten 
Duyvil the tracks are now at grade 
with the exception of those grade 
crossings which have recently been 
eliminated at Manhattan Street and 
Dyckman Street where they have been 
elevated. 

Under the agreement with the city 
the tracks will still remain on grade, 
excepting at Seventy-ninth, Ninety-
sixth and One Hundred and Fifty-


