
T H E G I R A F F E T R A I N 

One of the most unusual transportation shipments of all time had to 
be the shipment of two giraffes from Boston to Detroit. A Detroit auto 
dealer, Aaron De Roy, had purchased two giraffes in Germany and he 
wanted to present these unique creatures to the Detroit Zoological Park. 
They were shipped to North America by a German steamship, and landed 
at Boston July 16th, 1929. They were put in quarantine for two weeks. 
Plans were made for the giraffes to travel over the Boston and Maine 
Railroad to the N Y C , then to move them west over the NYC-Michigan 
Central Railroads through Canada. A number of complications were quickly 
apparent, how to get them through low bridges and the Detroit River 
tunnel. Special cages with collapsible tops were built on flatcars used in the 
past to ship cannons July 30th 1929, the giraffes made a safe passage 
through Canada. The train on which the giraffes were handled was S.D.-3, 
one of the fast westbound symbol trains which made a daily trip between 
Bridgeburg and Windsor. The animals, with 27 foot long necks, were forced 
to duck their heads when passing under all the overhead bridges. An 
attendant travelled with the giraffes, and with a rope tied around their 
necks, pulled their heads down at the bridges. They passed through St 
Thomas at 2:10 in the morning. After a tedious trip through the tunnel to 
Detroit, they were allowed to stretch their necks and get back to normal. 
One of the crew members told the story that as the train passed over some 
of the bridges en route that the animals stretched their necks over the cars 
and endeavored to take a drink out of the creeks. 


