


N Y C - P R R M e r g e r G e t s H i g h b a l l 
F r o m U.S. S u p r e m e C o u r t 

On Jan. 15 (just as this issue of the H E A D L I G H T was going to press) , 
the Supreme Court of the United States cleared the track for merger 
of New York Central and the Pennsylvania Railroad, six years after 
the two roads announced they had signed an agreement to seek merger. 
Following the high court's momentous decision, Stuart T. Saunders, 
Chairman of the Pennsylvania, and Alfred E. Perlman, President of 
Central, issued the following joint statement: 

"We are, of course, gratified that the Supreme Court has cleared the 
way for merger of the Pennsylvania and the New York Central. We 
are preparing to put the Penn Central merger into effect at the earliest 
possible date consistent with the Court 's order. 

"Consummation of our merger will make it possible to extend early 
financial aid to the New Haven and to expedite its inclusion in the 
Penn Central System. 

"We are happy to reach the end of the long, hard road which we 
have travelled for more than six years. Our merger sets the stage for 
completing the restructuring of the Eastern railroads into well balanced, 
competitive systems. Inclusion of the Erie Lackawanna, Delaware & 
Hudson, and Boston & Maine in the Norfolk & Western system is a 
part of this process. 

"We will dedicate our efforts to the improvement of service in the 
14 states and 2 provinces of Canada which the new system will serve. 
As savings from the merger are realized, we will be able to make 
greater commitments to the modernization of our system. 

"The application of advanced marketing, technical and cybernetic 
research will enable us to provide better freight service, designed to 
satisfy the real needs of our customers. Better utilization of the com-
bined freight car fleet with modern computers, and the elimination of 
time-consuming interchanges at common points are among the immedi­
ate advantages that will improve car supply to shippers. 

"We are confident that we can create a new role for the Penn Cen­
tral in mass high-speed transportation of passengers for intermediate 
distances in highly populated areas. We also will continue to work 
with federal, regional, state and local agencies to improve the com­
muter services that are indispensable to the New York and Philadelphia 
areas. 

"The merger and the agreements we have made with labor will 
provide greater security and job opportunities for all our employes. 

"Management of the Penn Central will be strengthened by combin­
ing the talents and experience of the officers of both railroads. In the 
past two years, we have developed a fine spirit of teamwork through 
frequent meetings between officials of the two companies. Their tho­
rough and systematic planning will enable us to make a smooth transi­
tion to merged operations and expedite the realization of merger 
benefits to our patrons, our company and our stockholders." 
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THE COVER: The long view on to­
day's New York Central includes these 
quarter-mile lengths of new welded rail 
which NYC crews have been installing. 
Each section of track is a quarter-mile, 
or 1320 feet long, compared with die 
old 39 foot section. (See story o n page 6) 
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NYC GEARED TO FIGHT 
WINTER STORMS 

Heavy snow and frosty temperatures 
make it tough to run a railroad, but 
NYC men put their shoulders to the 
plow and come through in good shape. 

NYC ' s first jet snow blower did such a good job that improved units were acquired. 

T H E W E E D B U R N E R (below) is a much used machine and it often is used behind 
the jet snow blowers. 

With the sled Santa brought him for 
Christmas junior may be yearning for 
plenty of snow this winter. The grow­
ing number of winter sports enthusiasts 
go right along with him, and so do 
camera fans who delight in capturing 
dramatic snowscapes on film. 

For New York Central, however, 
snow is a costly and worrisome thing, 
and the railroad wouldn't mind at all if 
we had an "open winter." It's not likely 
to happen, though, in Central's territory. 
If it's a mild winter, snow removal may 
cost a million dollars. If it turns out to 
be a severe winter, the bill may run as 
high as two-and-a-half million dollars. 

When winter storms blow in from 
Lake Erie, for example, bringing an 
average of 92 inches of snow annually, 
they do not catch New York Central 
people unprepared. With a century 
of experience in coping with snow 
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