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A typical dividend check looks like this. 
This one goes to William C. Craig, assist
ant to supervisor of stockholder records. 

1. Emmie Smith and Bud Sherlock go over 
files listing Penn Central stockholders. 

2. Carole Walker makes a plate contain
ing name and address of a stockholder. 

3. Russ Alexander uses plates to imprint checks with stockholders' name and other data. 

4. Fred Costello matches each check with 
a card telling number of shares owned. 

5. Harriet Sork runs machine that prints 
the dollar amount on each dividend check. 

PENN CENTRAL'S 
FIRST DIVIDEND 

"Dale green cards danced through a 
printing machine. They popped 

out at the end in a neat, rapidly 
mounting stack. 

They were all checks—the first 
dividend checks of the Penn Central. 

The payment was 60 cents per 
share, due on March 29. 

The Penn Central's Office of 
Stockholder Records was able to get 
108,742 checks printed and mailed 
in time for that deadline. 

The total value of these checks: 
$12,932,872. 

"It was quite a job," said Norman 
Cleary, supervisor of stockholder 
records at Philadelphia. 

"What complicated it was the fact 
that we had to combine the records 
of Pennsylvania Railroad and New 
York Central stockholders. 

"This took a lot of time. When we 
actually began preparing the checks, 
we had only three weeks to do the 
job. 

"We put on eight temporary em
ployes to supplement our regular 
staff of seven. And we worked 
around the clock, seven days a week. 

"But we got it done." 
To explain the process, Mr. Cleary 

pointed to a long row of green filing 
cabinets. 

"There's an I B M card in there for 
every stockholder," he explained. 
"Holes punched in the card accord
ing to a code tell how many shares 
each stockholder owns. 

"In separate filing cabinets, we 
have metal plates containing the 
name, address, account number and 
Social Security number of each 
stockholder. 

"The two types of records come 
together to produce the checks." 

First, he explained, the metal 
plate is used to imprint the stock
holder's name and the other infor
mation on a blank check. Then the 
I B M card containing the number of 

shares goes through a computer 
which multiplies the number of 
shares by the 60-cent dividend. The 
answer, in code form, is punched 
into the check. 

Then the check goes to a machine 
called an "interpreter." It "reads" 
the holes and then prints the amount 
on the check. 

The final step sends the check 
through a mailing machine, which 
inserts it into an envelope, seals it, 
and imprints the postage. 

"This is the way we've done the 
job for several years," Mr. Cleary 
said, "but now we're in the process 
of changing over to a new method. 
We'll no longer have two separate 
files. A l l the information will be 
stored on tape—no cards. 

"This will make our job simpler 
and faster. 

"We anticipate having this system 
ready for the next dividend." 

Meanwhile, the process of com
bining the stockholder records of the 
two railroads continues. 

A l l owners of New York Central 
stock must exchange their shares and 
receive new Penn Central stock in 
return. The great majority already 
have. Those who have not yet taken 
this step could not be paid the March 
29 dividend, in accordance with the 
terms of the Merger Agreement ap
proved by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. Nor can they receive 
future dividends until the stock is 
exchanged. However, the missed div
idends will be paid to them at the 
time they do exchange their stocks, 
but not beyond three years. 

This does not apply to owners of 
Pennsylvania Railroad stock. Since 
the New York Central was merged 
into the PRR and the latter is the 
surviving company, PRR stock auto
matically has become stock in the 
Penn Central and there is no need to 
exchange it. 

8. Russ Alexander and Dick Hartzell pack the mail in hampers to go to the post office. 

6. The completed checks are brought by 7. Vicky Kosmena runs machine that puts 
William C. Craig to the mailing machine. checks in envelopes and imprints postage. "That's right, nurse—I've just got railroading in my blood." 
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They learned 
about life 
in Paris 
T f you happen to live in the rural 

flatlands of southern Illinois and 
you want to become a railroad 
freight agent, the best place to learn 
is in Paris. 

Paris, Illinois. 
This little city of 9823 persons is 

known as a progressive community 
with tidy streets and forward-look
ing business leaders—a distinctive 
county seat in the heart of the corn 
belt. 

It's also Bi l l Goodrum's town. 
He's the man who, among other 

things, trains freight agents. 
William F. Goodrum is a car con

trol clerk. He sees to it that shippers 
get the freight cars they need, and 
no car stands around idle when it 
could be out working. 

In his 51 years with the New York 
Central, and now with the Penn Cen
tral, Mr. Goodrum has made a spe
cialty of breaking in young freight 
clerks and freight agents, teaching 
them the important intricacies of car 
supply. And his "graduates" all af
firm that a young railroader is lucky 
to start out with Mr. Goodrum's 
tutoring. 

Among his former students are: 
Agent Richard Brannon, Indian

apolis; Agent Don Voyles, Middle-
town, O.; Agent Jack Frandsen, East 
Alton, 111.; Agent Charles Dowler, 
Youngstown, O.; and Chief Super
vising Agent Charles Stilabower, of 
the Penn Central's Southern Region. 

These and other railroad men 
gathered at Paris recently to honor 
him at a testimonial dinner. 

Mr. Goodrum, a husky, gray-
haired pipe-smoker, said that his 
first aim in instructing aspiring 

William F. Goodrum goes over details of freight consist with Agent Ed McNeil at Paris, III. 

"Get to know all your shippers' needs and 
problems," Mr. Goodrum says. Here he is 
with Frank Tatara, Illinois Cereal Mills. 

agents was to teach them about as
signment of cars, paperwork and 
other aspects of freight handling. 

His second aim was to teach them 
how to deal with people and to par
ticipate in the life of the community. 

"You might call this public rela
tions," he said. 

"In Paris, we just call it good citi
zenship." 

Mr. Goodrum has illustrated this 
in his own life. He served four years 
as city treasurer. He has been secre
tary of the Paris lodge of the Elks 
for 20 years, has served as Exalted 
Ruler, and has been active in the 
fund-raising campaign for crippled 
children. 

"Over the years, I passed up a 
couple of promotions involving 
moves to other cities," Mr. Goodrum 
said. "The reason I did was because 
my work was always satisfying, and 
I prefered to stay right here in Paris 
and enjoy life." 
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"Get to know the men who run the trains," 
Mr. Goodrum advises freight agents. Here 
he is with J. F. Cushman, yard conductor. 

"Take part in community activities," he 
says. Mr. Goodrum confers with Ned Jami
son, president of Chamber of Commerce. 

A few words about Miriam 
"jl/Tiriam Cutler has served at 
J-'A an information booth in 
Pennsylvania Station, New 
York, for the past 25 years. 

There's something about her 
that makes passengers glad they 
came to her for information. 

That special quality is hard 
to describe. 

But grateful passengers keep 
trying. Here are excerpts from 
three recent letters received by 
the Railroad. 

"This is a short note of praise 
for one of the most amazing 
people I have ever come across 
in a railroad station—Miriam 
Cutler," wrote Colin A. Hanna, 
of Philadelphia. 

"In the midst of all the con
fusion and the mass of people 
around the passenger informa
tion booth at Penn Station, she 
always takes great pains to 
make sure each person is 
treated with utmost courtesy, a 
virtue which seems to be near 
extinction." 

Dr. Harvey M . Rosenwasser, 
of Philadelphia, wrote: 

"She not only gave me the 
information I asked for but was 
so pleasant and helpful and did 
it in such a nice manner. Since 
the sour-faced attitude is so 
common today, it was a special 
treat to be served by Miss Mir
iam Cutler." 

George E. Ross, a special 
representative of the Associa

tion of American Railroads, 
was in Penn Station to get a 
train back to his headquarters 
in Washington. 

" A very helpful and courte
ous woman, Miss Miriam Cut
ler, provided me with a sched
ule," he wrote. "She should be 
complimented for her attitude 
and her graciousness. For some 
time, I watched and heard Miss 
Cutler make friends for the 
railroads in a refreshing man
ner. She enjoyed being helpful 
to the customers." 

Why does Miss Cutler give 
the public this kind of service? 

Her explanation is simple: 
"It makes work more enjoyable. 
When you see the customer 
leave satisfied, you feel satis
fied." 

BIG BLAST 

Unused for over a decade, this coal wharf in East 
Altoona Yard was recently sold for scrap. Dynamite 
was used to raze the reinforced concrete structure. 

The charge was set at one corner to topple it into a specially 
dug pit where the contractor will salvage the steel. All went 
well as the wharf broke from sand tipple and fell toward pit. 

But then it stopped and remained tilted at this sharp 
angle. The remaining reinforcing steel supports had 
kept the wharf from tumbling all the way into the pit. 
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Bowling isn't everything 

Conductor Del Blank gets set to punch William Constantino's ticket for the last time. 

Farewell to a steady customer 
Anybody around here remem

ber 1925? 
Calvin Coolidge was Presi

dent, Jack Dempsey was the 
heavyweight champion, Pitts
burgh beat Washington in the 
World Series, and the "Monkey 
Trial" found John T. Scopes 
guilty of teaching evolution in 
Dayton, Tenn. 

It was also the year William 
A. Constantino began commut
ing on the New York Central. 

This became his way of life, 
traveling between his home in 
Cold Spring, N.Y., and his 
place of work in Manhattan. 

Last month, after 42 years, 6 
months and 5 days of commut
ing, he retired from his job 
with Esso. 

A committee of 45 of his fel
low commuters got together to 
give him a fitting sendoff. 

They enlisted the help of Ed
win F. Kuhn, Penn Central's 
manager of suburban sales. He 
arranged for them to put up 
suitable signs in a coach of the 
5:02 P.M. commuter train out 
of Grand Central Station, serv
ing the east shore of the Hud
son. He also arranged to have a 
bar and bartender in the coach. 

At the committee's request, 
Mr. Kuhn checked the records 
and came up with the impres
sive statistic that Mr. Constan
tino had spent $13,657.72 on 
commutation tickets. 

When Mr. Constantino 
boarded the train for his last 
ride, Mr. Kuhn was on hand to 

E. F. Kuhn, manager of suburban sales, 
presents certificate to veteran commuter. 

present him with a certificate 
"in honor of his completion of 
42 years, 6 months and 5 days of 
commutation." It was signed 
by J . M . Loconto, director of 
passenger service. 

Conductor Del Blank made 
a lot of fuss and ceremony out 
of punching Mr. Constantino's 
ticket for the last time. 

Other features of the celebra
tion were the presentation by 
fellow commuters of a book, 
"How to Play Bridge," and a 
silver cigarette box. A "picket 
line" of friends met the train at 
Cold Spring. 

After it was all over, Edward 
E. Hartwig, chairman of the 
commuters' committee, said: 
"The Penn Central people 
made everything pleasant for 
us. They couldn't have been 
more considerate." 

There were strikes, spares, 
and socializing, and the 

greatest of these was socializing. 
That's the way George Holds-

worth summarized the recent 
bowling contest between Penn 
Central employes of Baltimore, 
Md., and Wilmington, Del. 

"This is the second year 
we've had this, and our people 
look forward to the social get-
together as much as the bowl
ing," he said. 

"It's helping make us a real 
railroad family." 

Mr. Holdsworth is a leading 
maintainer of communications 
and signals in the Penn Cen
tral's Chesapeake Division. He 
headed the Baltimore team, 
and was the prime mover in 
setting up the tournament. 

Steve Sloboda, an electrician, 
who led the Wilmington team, 
agreed that "half the fun is 
meeting other railroad people." 

The meet took place in the 
Bowlerama alleys in Wilming
ton. Top score for three games 
3062—was rolled up by a 
Baltimore team consisting of 
Milt Lassiter, Jess Fleury, Ed 
Sullivan, Ed Webster and Don 
Pergrin. 

Mike Longo, a clerk at Can
ton Piers, Baltimore, rolled the 
high single game with a 260 
score. 

Midge Brumley, an armature 
winder, scored for the Wil 
mington delegation by rolling 
up the high three-game series 
with a 663. 

Lawrence W. Mullikin, a 
Chesapeake Division engine-
man, illustrated the spirit of 
the meet when he rolled a 
poorly aimed ball and got some 
razzing from fellow players. 

"I may not throw a good 
ball," he said calmly, "but I'm 
having a good time. 

"Which is more important?" 

Midge Brumley, of Wilmington's electric 
locomotive shop, gets trophy from Ralph 
Hairsine, inspector of communications. 

Dave Wilson, inspector of communications 
and signals, sends one down the middle. 

Another charge was exploded at night four days later and finished the job. The wharf, 
one of the largest in the U.S., was used to load the coal tenders of steam locomotives. It 
became obsolete when steam engines were retired. (Photos Courtesy of Altoona Mirror) 

"Everyone 

performed 

superbly" 

Derailment! 
The lead car of a Philadel

phia commuter train clattered 
for a short distance off the rails 
and then slammed against a 
bridge abutment. 

There were no serious inju
ries, no panic. 

For this, one of the riders in 
the first car, Thomas E. Frame, 
Jr., an attorney, gave high 
praise to the train crew: Her
man Zelkovitz, conductor; Free
man B. McCollum, flagman; 
George M. Shahade, brakeman; 
and Elwood Virtue, engineman 
(left to right in the photo). 

Here is what Mr. Frame said 
in a letter to Penn Central: 

"From the very first moment 
when we became aware that 
the train was in difficulty, the 
skill and presence of mind with 
which the emergency was met 
and mastered, in some subtle 
way, communicated themselves 
to us, and when it was all over, 
we realized that it was this 
measuring up on the part of 
your employees which kept the 
danger to a minimum. 

"Everyone performed su

perbly. 
"Close as we were to the 

place where the engineer was 
posted in a position of great 
peril, there was no indication 
of any kind of faltering or inde-
cisiveness on his part. 

"In retrospect, it would not 
have been surprising to have 
witnessed another, so situated, 
attempt to abandon his post 
and seek a place of comparative 
safety, after first slamming on 
the brakes, causing the train to 
jack knife perhaps or break 
apart with disastrous conse
quences. 

"The train crew was on the 
spot immediately and took con
trol, calmly and in a way that 
gave immediate reassurance. 

"I could go on in gratitude 
but this should suffice to con
vince you of your good fortune 
in having the operating duties 
of the Company discharged by 
such competent men." 
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Her name is 
Penny Clean 

T h e tall blonde in the emerald-
green coat and black straw hat stops 
in the aisle of the commuter coach 
and says to a passenger: 

" H i ! I'm Penny Clean." 
The startled passenger puts aside 

his newspaper, and hears her ex
plain: 

"We're cleaning up and fixing up 
our old coaches and we'd like your 
comments. Would you mind jotting 
them down on this card and mailing 
it back to me?" 

"Sure," the passenger says—"I've 
got some things I'd like to suggest to 
you people." 

"We'll be happy to hear your 
views," she replies. 

That's Miss Penny Clean in ac
tion. 

Her real name is Mrs. Marguerite 
Pope. She's the wife of William P. 
Pope, assistant district engineer for 
the Penn Central at Buffalo, N.Y. 

She was chatting one day with 
the superintendent of the Philadel
phia Division, and she made some 
unfavorable comments about the 
cleanliness of commuter coaches. 

" A l l right," he said, "I'm appoint
ing you to help us do better." 

"You're kidding!" she exclaimed. 
He wasn't. 
He christened her Penny Clean. 

By a coincidence which was very 

At Penn Coach Yard, Penny Clean ob
serves as George J. Mitchell cleans seat. 

Penny Clean and James W. Davis try out 
new detergent for cleaning windows. 
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"Clean sills are especially important," 
Miss Clean stresses to Charles Jenkins. 

intentional, the initials are the same 
as in Penn Central. 

Her main assignment is to keep 
watch on the way the coaches are 
cleaned—on the theory that "wom
en can see dirt better," she explains. 

A second assignment is to help 
test various cleaning materials and 
methods. 

A third is to tell the public what 
Penn Central people are trying to do, 
and get reactions and suggestions. 

"The response of the passengers 
has been most encouraging," she re
ports. "They've said nice things 
about refurbished cars in the new 
green paint, and they've applauded 
our stepped-up cleaning program." 

When she's not talking to passen
gers, Penny Clean is talking to Penn 
Central coach yard maintenance 
employes. Here she wears a black 
dress with a pleated skirt—for eas
ier climbing up car steps from low 
platforms—and calf-length black vi
nyl boots. 

She's become a notable feature of 
Penn Coach Yard, at Philadelphia. 

In one car, Repairman Patrick J. 
McDevitt shows her a swatch of the 
new interior green. 

"It's a good shade," she says. 
"Sure is," he says. "The passen

gers were getting tired of the Tus
can red they've been seeing so many 
years." 

In another car, Penny Clean talks 
with Gang Foreman George J . 
Myers, who has been on the railroad 
42 years. 

"These old cars—I wish I could 
buy an auto that'll hold up like this," 
he says. "They may be old, but 
they're in surprisingly good shape. 
After we're finished with them, 
they'll look like new." 

Sal Moffa, a coach cleaner with 21 
years' service, pauses from scrub
bing beneath a coach seat. 

"I think of it like a restaurant," he 
says. "If the place is clean, you en
joy the food more. The same here. 
If the car is clean, people will be 
happier with the service." 

On a scaffold outside a coach, 
Robert Bugy is spraying a panel be
fore affixing the new PC mark. As 
Penny Clean approaches, he shuts off 
the spray gun. 

"I painted the first car out of 
Penn Coach with the new green," 
he brags. 

"Historic," agrees Penny Clean. 
Penn Coach Yard people are put

ting in new windows and seat cov
ers, fixing all spots in need of repair, 
and doing a complete paint job, in
side and out. The cars awaiting this 
refurbishing are getting an inten
sive clean-up, and are put on a new 
schedule for frequent re-cleaning. 

William J. Rivers cleans the roof of a Sil-
verliner coach with a special detergent. 

Among those assigned to this work 
are men who have been recalled 
from furlough since the merger, in 
accordance with the Employe Pro
tection Agreement. 

Refurbishing of commuter cars is 
also going on at Wilmington, Del., 
and clean-up at Paoli, Pa. 

Coach Cleaner Mary Starkey, 
probing after grime behind a lug
gage rack, comments: "I like to 
make the car as clean as my home." 

And Andy Craley, mopping the 
aisle, says, "Our customers will 
think a lot more of us if they know 
we're trying. 

"And believe me, we're trying." 

Sam Usner, painting frame of coach seat, 
says new colors have "eye appeal." 

Mary Starkey, at Paoli, Pa., says, "I like 
to make the car as clean as my home." 

It wasn't his 
Mrs. Thomas Brunner, of 

Lake Hiawatha, N.Y., says she 
has rarely experienced kind
ness and consideration in her 
visits to the big city. 

But John W. Tucker, a clerk 
in the equipment department at 
New York, proved an excep
tion, she wrote the railroad. 

Mr. Tucker was passing 
through Grand Central Termi
nal when he noticed Mrs. 
Brunner walking in obvious 
pain, and went over to help her. 

She told him she had a badly 
sprained ankle, but urged him 
to go ahead and catch his train. 
Instead he hunted up a wheel 
chair and a porter to push it, 
and got her to her train. 

Before he left, Mrs. Brunner 
said, "he made certain that I 
was seated comfortably." And 
she added: 

"Being from the South, I have 
found it rare indeed for any
one in New York City to go out 
of their way to help. 

"He was a life saver." 

She thought she'd never see 
her pocketbook again after 

job, but . . . 
leaving it in the station at Lew-
istown, Pa. Jean W. Francis 
noticed the loss only when she 
was on the train and the con
ductor asked for her ticket. 

"I would like to say that your 
company handled the loss 
beautifully," Miss Francis 
wrote the Penn Central. "The 
kindness of the conductor was 
of considerable comfort to me." 

At the next stop, Conductor 
Henry W. Ambrose got off the 
train and phoned Lewistown. He 
was told that the pocketbook 
had been found by George E. 
Holland, baggage room attend
ant. Conductor Ambrose so in
formed the worried passenger. 

Miss Francis wrote: 
"I appreciate the efforts the 

railroad made and the helpful
ness of the man in the baggage 
room who discovered my bag 
and kept it until I could pick it 
up the next day. 

"Both the conductor and the 
man in Lewistown Station are 
wonderful representatives for 
the Railroad, and I am grateful 
to them. I'm glad there are 
such people in the world." 



CLEVELAND 
joins the parade 

Conductor G. M. Touchton cuts power from 
slab train in consolidated Kinsman Yard. 

Three former PRR and one NYC form are 
combined in one for Clerk Arvilla Bush. 

Conductor R. A. Martin uses radio in test 
of air brakes before a train moves out. 

Conductor Kenneth Long checks waybills 
in caboose in newly consolidated yard. 

Athick fog blanketed Kinsman 
Street Yard in Cleveland, Ohio, 

when the first-trick crewmen came 
to work. 

Stepping out of their autos, they 
zipped up their jackets against the 
damp chill as they strode to the yard 
office. 

But there was no dampener on 
activity. 

This was a special day—consolida
tion day. 

After this day, PRR men were go
ing to be Penn Central men/ And 
New York Central men were going 
to be Penn Central men. 

The merger of the two railroads 
had officially taken place six weeks 
before, but it wasn't real to these 
Cleveland men until this day when 
their rosters were combined. 

"Sure feels new," said Engineman 
Dominic Corsino, as he checked 
train orders with Conductor Leon
ard H. Neides. Each of these men 
had 27 years' service with the PRR. 

"Up to now, we've been deliver
ing cars to the New York Central's 
yard at Rockport, on the other side 
of town," Mr. Corsino explained. 
"Now we'll not only be delivering— 
we'll be picking up cars, too. 

"That's the merger." 
At Rockport, the New York Cen

tral yard on the west side of Cleve
land, crews were receiving similar 
instructions. Beginning this day, 
they would not only deliver cars to 
the Kinsman Street Yard but also 
would pick up cars for the return 
trip. 

As Engineman Corsino and Con
ductor Neides left the Kinsman 
Street yard office, they saw another 
clear sign of the consolidation: The 
locomotive assigned to them was an 
N Y C diesel. 

"We're really merged now, no 
mistake," said Mr. Neides. 

At another part of the yard, Con
ductor Glen M . Touchton was cut
ting a PRR diesel from a train haul
ing steel slabs. He and Engineman 
Joseph A. Shriokey had brought the 
train from Conway Yard, near Pitts
burgh. 

Before the consolidation, a PRR 
transfer crew would then have 
picked up the train and taken it over 
a seven-mile interchange through 
Cleveland, and a Central crew would 
then have picked it up for the re
mainder of the trip to its destination, 
Burns Harbor, Ind. 

Now things were different. A 
crew of former New York Central 
men were right there in Kinsman 
Street Yard. They coupled up to the 
train and took it straight through to 
the customer's siding. 

This meant faster delivery— 
a more gratified customer—more ef
fective use of needed locomotives— 
and quicker unloading of cars so 

Boarding a locomotive in early morning fog are, Engineman Dominic Corsino, Brakeman 
S. J. Baszynski, Conductor Leonard Neides, Peter Stolz and Fireman Charles Strong. 

Former NYC Engineman Fred Heidt operates with guidance of PRR Engineman Ed Ryan. 

they could be sent promptly some
where else for another shipment. 

On this trip, Engineman Edward 
J . Ryan, former PRR man, rode in 
the cab to guide Engineman Fred B. 
Heidt, former New York Central 
man, along the unfamiliar route. 

Engineman Ryan was optimistic 
about the merger. "I feel sure it will 
work out all right," he said. 

Engineman Heidt didn't feel so 
sure. "I'm afraid of it," he said. "I 
don't know what's going to happen. 
I've got 24 years with the Central, 
and my stakes are in this area." 

Conductor Kenneth A. Long, with 
30 years' service on the New York 
Central, said it was obvious that the 
consolidation would facilitate train 
operations. 

"We'll have a better and faster 

movement," he said. And he added: 
"I hope it works out all right for the 
men." 

Conductor Neides foresaw a boost 
in business resulting from the merg
er, which would brighten the whole 
picture. 

"I've already noticed," he said, 
"that we've had more traffic around 
here lately than we ever had. 

"As far as I'm concerned, this 
merger is all right." 

ON THE COVER: J. D. Frye, brake-
man in Kinsman Street Yard, Cleve
land, is first to sign the roster as the 
yard is consolidated in PC merger. 
Waiting their turn are Brakeman R. 
Quercio and Enginemen H. C. Gold 
and R. Shankleton. Crew Dispatcher 
Mike Coughlin looks on at the left. 

Former PRR and NYC equipment stand side-by-side in merged Kinsman Street Yard. 

Former NYC Brakeman W. H. Sine gives 
signal to connect engine to train in yard. 



ASHTABULA 
What the new coal terminal 

means to Penn Central people 
T? ngineman Warren Duffy had just 
-*-« delivered a string of loaded coal 
cars to the Penn Central's new 
terminal at Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Now he watched in awe as a mas
sive steel arm moved one of the cars 
into the dumping machine. 

Six giant steel claws grabbed hold 
of the car. They turned it upside 
down like a child's toy. A hundred 
tons of coal clattered down into a 
receiving hopper. 

The empty car was then turned 
right side up. The claws released it. 

The steel arm pushed up the next 
loaded car, which gave a nudge to 
the empty car, and sent it rolling 
down a hump toward the yard. 

The whole process had taken just 
two minutes. 

"It's a great setup," said Engine-
man Duffy, who had 20 years' ser
vice with the PRR before becoming 
a Penn Central man. 

"You look around here, you can 
really see progress under the 
merger." 

Yardmaster Joseph Garvey—who 
had 30 years with the New York 
Central before he became a Penn 
Central man—also voiced enthusi
asm about the new Ashtabula coal 
terminal. 

"This will certainly help us with 
car supply," he said. "We'll unload 
them so fast, we'll always have a 
good supply of empties, ready for use 
as needed." 

Rocco Detour, a trainman with 33 
years on the PRR, said: "This'll 
mean more year-round work for 
everybody." 

And Joseph Patrica, formerly a 
PRR conductor and now a Penn 
Central man assigned to control the 
car positioning mechanism, said, 
"This is really an engineering mar
vel." 

In their different ways, these Penn 
Central men were expressing the 
special quality and the deep mean
ing of the giant new coal terminal at 
Ashtabula, on the Lake Erie shore. 

It embodies the latest ideas in fast, 
low-cost transshipment of coal. That 
makes it vital to the coal mining in
dustry, and vital to all Penn Central 
people. 

Coal is the Railroad's staple— 
"that black stuff is our bread and 
butter," one freight conductor re
marked. 

Of every three tons of freight 
moving on the Penn Central, one ton 
is coal. 

One-sixth of all the freight reve
nue coming into the Penn Central— 
money used to pay wages, pay for 
supplies, pay taxes—comes from 

hauling coal. 
Thus the health of the coal indus

try has a personal impact on all Penn 
Central people. 

This new installation will make 
Penn Central service more attrac
tive to many sellers and buyers of 
coal, and particularly to the coal-
burning electric power stations and 
steel mills around the Great Lakes. 

Here's why: 
Ports on the Great Lakes freeze 

up in winter. The ships that carry 
coal to the cities around the Lakes 
can't move. The mines that produce 
this coal have to reduce or com
pletely halt operations. 

And trains that haul coal from 
mines in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West 
Virginia and Kentucky, northward 
to the Lakes, come to a stop. 

But the new Ashtabula coal dock 
will spectacularly change this picture. 

"We have storage space here for a 
million tons of coal, with room to ex
pand this when needed," explained 
A. Paul Funkhouser, Penn Central 
vice president for coal and ore traffic. 

"This means that mines can keep 
operating at full scale all through 
the winter, knowing that Penn Cen
tral is able to haul the coal away as 
fast as it is produced, and deliver it 
to our Ashtabula storage area. 

"This means full utilization of the 
mines' costly machinery. 

"It means steadier employment 
for miners. 

"It means steadier work for Penn 
Central people who move the coal 
trains. 

"And it means that the moment 
the Great Lakes open for navigation 
in the spring, the ships can begin 
loading. The ship operators and the 
coal-burning industries can depend 
on a large and reliable supply of coal 
on hand at all times, preventing 
costly delays in loading ships and 
eliminating uncertainty about deliv
eries to the industries. 

Electrician Joseph S. Ginn adjusts con
tacts on panel that controls coal dumper. 

Richard J. Kissman operates bulldozer to concentrate coal piled in the huge storage area. 

Penn Central men watch as the first coal car is unloaded in the new rotary dumper. 

"This will make these industries 
better able to enter into long-range 
contracts with mining companies, 
benefiting both sides—and, inciden
tally, assuring future coal traffic for 
Penn Central men to handle." 

The Penn Central's new installa
tion is an impressive maze of struc
tures located where the Ashtabula 
River empties into Lake Erie. 

The area for receiving and unload
ing coal trains is on the east side of 
the river. The area for storing coal 
and loading coal into ships is on the 
west side. Connecting both sides and 
straddling the river is a towering 
bridge with conveyor belts. 

Here's the story of what happens 
when a coal train arrives at Ash
tabula: 

The road engine uncouples and 
moves off to another assignment— 
hauling empty cars back to a mine or 
picking up a load of iron ore. 

Meanwhile, a yard engine pushes 
the string of coal cars toward the 
dumper. As soon as the leading cars 
are positioned in a thawing shed, 
mechanical retarders grab hold of 
the wheels and keep the train in 
place, and the yard engine can un
couple and go back to yard duty. 

Now the positioner goes into ac
tion. This is a machine with a power
ful steel pivoting arm. It moves 
alongside the track. 

A Penn Central man, with push
button controls, sends the positioner 
to the leading car and lowers the 
pivoting arm to catch hold of the for
ward coupler. The positioner pulls 

Joseph J. Candela fuels up his machine 
which scoops up the coal from storage. 

Pasqual R. Sposito greases rollers on the 
conveyor belt system which is a mile long. 

the entire train forward one car 
length. 

The retarders then hold onto the 
second car in the line, while a Penn 
Central man uncouples the first car. 
The positioner then moves this car 
forward ten feet to the dumping ma
chine and pushes the car inside. 

The dumper turns the car upside 
down, holds it till the coal is all out, 
then sets it right side up. 

The man controlling the posi
tioner moves up the next loaded car 
which, as it enters the dumper, 
pushes the empty car out. 

With this continuous process, a 
100-ton car can be unloaded every 
two minutes. This means 3000 tons 
per hour, or the unloading of a com
plete 10,000-ton unit train in 3 hours 
and 20 minutes. 

The coal, when unloaded, moves 
onto a mile-long conveyor belt sys
tem which carries the coal to the 
storage area on the other side of the 
river or directly to a waiting ship at 
the dock. 

The ship will be able to be loaded 
both from the train and from the 
storage pile at the same time. 

The first Penn Central train of 
coal to be unloaded in the new in
stallation came in on February 19. 
Since then, coal has been steadily ar
riving and moving to the storage 
area, awaiting the thawing of Lake 
Erie and the arrival of the first ship. 
The expected date for the first ship-
loading is early in May. 



REPORTS FROM ALL OVER 

Labor and Management meet—Leaders of 
railroad companies and railroad unions met in Chicago 
last month in a continuing search for a base on which to 
build for the future. 

They explored subjects of mutual interest to railroad 
employes and stockholders and to the public. It was the 
second meeting of the group; the first was in Miami on 
February 22, when ground rules were agreed on for fu
ture meetings. 

The three topics discussed at the Chicago meeting 
were: Railroad safety, the railroads' competitive posi
tion, and the types of new laws that would help the in
dustry. 

A joint statement was issued by the two chairmen of 
the meeting—George E. Leighty, president of the Trans
portation-Communications Employes Union and chair
man of the Railway Labor Executives' Association; and 
William B. Johnson, president of the Illinois Central 
Railroad, representing the railroad companies. They said: 

"We had a lively and useful discussion of these three 
subject. We recognized that our obligation to the public 
is to find a firm basis for agreement and to make progress 
toward goals that are important to the public and to our 
employes and stockholders." 

In addition to Mr. Johnson, the men in the railroad of
ficers group were: Stuart T. Saunders, board chairman 
of the Penn Central; Herman S. Pevler, president of the 
Norfolk & Western; Edd H. Bailey, president of the 
Union Pacific; and Louis W. Menk, president of the 
Northern Pacific. 

In addition to Mr. Leighty, the union team consisted 
of: Charles Luna, president of the Brotherhood of Rail
road Trainmen; Harold Crotty, president of the Brother
hood of Maintenance of Way Employes; C. L . Dennis, 
president of the Brotherhood of Railway, Airline and 
Steamship Clerks; and Michael Fox, president of the 
AFL-CIO Railway Employes Department. 

Alan S. Boyd, U.S. Secretary of Transportation, also 
attended, together with Thomas M . Goodfellow, presi
dent of the Association of American Railroads; Edward 
J. Hickey, Jr., legal advisor to the Railway Labor Execu
tives' Association; and William M . Moloney, general 
counsel for the Association of American Railroads. 

Southwestern's first_c rewmen of a Penn Cen
tral inter-regional rail train laid the Southwestern Divi
sion's first stretch of continuous welded rail across a 
bridge near Martinsville, 111. The deck timbers of the 
bridge were first renewed by a crew of the division's 
Bridge and Building Department. 

The bridge is 100.26 miles west of Indianapolis along 
the former PRR main line between that city and St. Louis. 

A total of 1,525 tons of new rail was installed in the 
six-mile stretch from East Aden, 111., almost into Martins
ville. The work is part of the Southern Region's program 
of replacing bolted rail with the new continuous rail. 

A second stretch of continuous rail is being installed at 
Vandalia, 111. This section is 2.3 miles long and will take 
570 tons of new rail. 

Communion Breakfast-The H o i y Name unit of 
the Penn Central and Long Island Railroads will hold its 
30th annual Communion Service on May 19 at St. John 
the Baptist Church, in New York, followed by breakfast 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Statler Hilton Hotel. The 
organization has 2500 members, made up of Roman Cath
olic employes of the Penn Central, the Long Island, the 
Pullman Company and the Union News Company. 

Information about paSSeS—Employes, active 
or retired, who hold passes issued by the PRR or the 
New York Central may use these passes on the lines of 
the Penn Central. 

Passes reading "Over Entire System" or " A l l Stations" 
will be honored system-wide. 

Passes limited to specific districts, divisions, or fines 
east or west of Buffalo-Pittsburgh, wil l be honored only 
over such territory. 

Passes limited to local points will be honored only be
tween such points. 

Only unrestricted card (annual) passes or card (an
nual) passes marked "Good on A l l Trains" will be hon
ored on Trains 48, 49, 152 and 153. 

Persons who hold annual passes of both the Pennsyl
vania Railroad and the New York Central should return 
one for cancellation. 

Coif tournaments - A t Philadelphia, the second 
annual Keystone Invitational Golf Tournament is being 
set up for May 24 at the Center Square Country Club. A 
full day of golf, on the Callaway handicap system, will be 
interspersed with refreshments and followed by dinner. 
For information write to Jack Kennedy, M R A Division 
S, 6th Floor, 15 N . 32nd St., Phila., Pa. 19104, or phone 
Extension 2332 on the PRR exchange. 

At New York, the New York Central Athletic Associa
tion—which is changing its name to the Penn Central 
Athletic Association—will hold its R. E Thompson Me
morial Golf Tournament on June 1. The competition at 
the Beekman Country Club, Hopewell Junction, N Y . , 
will be followed by a steak dinner. Registration may be 
made by writing to G. F. Klumpp, Room 312, 466 Lexing
ton Ave., New York, N Y . 10017; or by phoning Jim Cul-
len at 3465 on the New York exchange of the former New 
York Central. 

Merger progress-The consolidation of the P R R 
and the New York Central is proceeding more smoothly 
and rapidly than had been anticipated, said Penn Cen-

J j ^ s 1967 annual report to the stockholders. 
Chairman Stuart T. Saunders and President Alfred E. 

Perlman hailed the "remarkable spirit of cooperation and 
enthusiasm" among people of the former Pennsylvania 
and New York Central. 

They reported that Penn Central is modernizing its 
properties and making technical advances to improve 
service and efficiency, and at the same time is broadening 
its role in real estate and other fields in order to create a 
more stable financial base. 

Penn Central's railroad earnings fell off sharply in 
1967. "Earnings were affected by strikes in the automo
bile, copper, shipping and railroad industries, and by the 
general slowdown in the nation's economy," the report 
stated. At the same time, it said, "payroll and fringe ben
efit costs rose at a $60 million annual rate during 1967, 
far more than could be recovered by the inadequate in
crease in freight rates which became effective on August 
19." 

The result was that the Penn Central's earnings from 
railroad operations were less than a 1 percent—actually 
8/10ths of 1 percent—return on its investment in railroad 
property. The rate of return in the previous year was 2.7 
percent. 

Penn Central has to set up reserves to provide for 
losses on certain facilities and supplies made obsolete by 
the merger, and for costs of recalling some previously 
furloughed employes not actually needed for present 
operations. 

On the subject of industrial developments, the report 
stated that future traffic will be bolstered by nearly 750 
new industries or expansions of existing industries along 
the tracks of Penn Central. 

The report added that Penn Central "is in the forefront 
of the rail industry in adapting computer technology to 
virtually every phase of the railroad business. We will 
stress innovation in transportation techniques, marketing 
concepts and scientific research. 

"We are doing more than any other railroad to develop 
a new role for passenger traffic, concentrating on inter
mediate-range service in densely populated areas. 

"The high-speed service between Washington and 
New York, which we are developing in cooperation with 
the Federal Department of Transportation, is the largest 
and most unique marketing project in railroad history," 
the report emphasized. 

"We are working with governmental authorities to in
crease public support for suburban passenger service in 
the New York and Philadelphia metropolitan areas. With 
such continued cooperation, we hope both to modernize 
equipment completely and to curtail the chronic deficits 
from this source." 

"Thanks for the March 1 issue of 
the Post, announcing the merger 
of the PRR and N Y C . This issue 
with its many interesting articles 
will be a treasured addition to my 
many keepsakes. I started work in 
the Auditor's Office of the Allegheny 
Valley RR in 1893 and continued in 
the Freight Auditing Department of 
the PRR until I retired in 1947, after 
54 years' service, at age 73."— 
Charles G. Thompson, Norwood, Pa. 

"I am a retired Railroad man and 
enjoy the Penn Central Post I re
ceived, and hope and pray that you 
wil l have lots of luck in your en
deavor. I am getting older and not 
able to get around like I used to, but 
I am thankful that I am still alive, 
and I did enjoy working for the 
Pennsylvania."—Harry A. Baum-
gartner, Richmond, Ind. 

"I received the Post and was glad 
to get it. I send my congratulations 
to the PC, the greatest railroad in 
America. I am glad that I could work 
in the past on the N Y C to help make 
America's leading railroad family. I 
feel I am now a part of the Penn 
Central."—Ancil P. Heater, Green
wood, Ind. 

"The March 1 issue came into my 
office and I've read it from cover to 
cover. It is delightfully informative. 
You had a great story to tell and it 
was told in a manner that reflected 
good taste as well as good news
paper-ship. 

"I will feel privileged to continue 
to read this fine publication so that 
I can spread the word out West 
about the new Penn Central family, 
which we know will live long and 
continue to serve well. Indeed, the 
keystone and the oval are united for 
a great 'long haul on the main line.' " 
—Chris P. Fox, vice president, the 
State National Bank, El Paso, Texas. 

"I am a retired employe of the 
Penna. Railroad from the Test Dept. 
at Altoona. My neighbor, a retired 
employe, has given me a copy of the 
Penn Central Post, and I enjoyed 
reading it very much. Could I be re
stored to the mailing l i s t?"—CM. 
Lykens, Altoona, Pa. 
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From Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, 
T H R O U G H I N 31 D A Y S : 

JtJm BY STE.un BOATS, r . l « B l ' / . V { . T H E WJJVMTED STATES' JtMML, 

From I'M TMtMK.II to 1,01 ISVILLC. 

Starts every morning, from the corner of Broad & Race St. 
I f t large and splendid eight wheel cars, via the Tuncaster and Harrishtrg Rail Roads, arming at (he bl l r r pU< e, at 4 o'clock, in the afternoon, where 

passengers will take the Packet*, which have all been fitted up in a very superior manner, having been built rxprcsslufor the accommodation 
of Passengers, »fter the man approved models of Boats used on the Erie Canal, and are not surpassed by the 

Boats used upon any other Line. 

Tha Boats are commanded by old and experienced Captains, several of whom have been connected with the Line for the two last seasons. 
For speed and comfort, this Line is not excelled by any other in the United States. 

Passengers for Cincinnati, Louisville, Natchez, Nashville* St. Louis &c. 
Will always be certain of being taken on without delay, as this Line connects with the Boats at Pittsburgh, carrying the Mail 

OFFICE, N. E . CORNER OF FOURTH AND CHESNUT ST. 
*"•«•«•««• *Ff>r " end « No. 200 Market Street; .t the White Swan Hotel, Race Streett at the H. E. comer of Third and VOWw Strati: 

_ , !*«• *1 South Third Street • and at the West Chester House, Broad Street. 
fVOaaMaMa, April. 1»ST 

JM. B. CUMMWGS, Agent. 

Travel was a varied experience in 1837. A passenger went by train from Philadelphia to Columbia, Pa., 82 miles; then by canal boat 

172 miles to Hollidaysburg, Pa.; by the Portage Railroad 36 miles over the mountains to Johnstown; and by canal boat 104 miles to 

Pittsburgh. Steamboats then took him down Ohio River to Cincinnati, Louisville and other cities. Not fast, but sure adventurous. 


