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They're brightening up 
the Empire Trains 

Joe Domogalik, Jr., is a Penn Cen­
tral painter who works about 350 

miles from New Y o r k State. 
But Joe has a hand in determining 

the success of the Empire Service, 
which the Penn Central is providing 
for New Y o r k passengers. 

Electrician Gilbert E . Russell is 
involved, too. So is Sheet Metal 
Worker Wesley J . M c L a u r i n . A n d so 
are scores of other employes who 
work in the former New Y o r k Cen­
tral—now Penn Central—car shop at 
Beech Grove, Indiana. 

"We're fixing up the passenger 
cars so people w i l l enjoy riding 
them," Joe Domogalik explains. 

"The Railroad w i l l have a better 
chance of attracting passengers to 
this service if the equipment is 
bright and attractive. 

"That's our part of the job." 

They're fixing up coaches right down to 
the seat frames. General Foreman G. W. 
Sullas at Root Street Shop, Chicago, 
checks work of ^foreground) Alfred Jones, 

Peter Waskiewich and Joseph Pfeffer. 

Installing snack bar at Beech Grove, Ind.: 
W. J. McLaurin, sheet metal worker; W. E. 
Lashley, car repairman; Gilbert E. Russell 
and Topperwein Brickert, electricians. 

Empire Service was started by the 
New Y o r k Central last December 
and is being continued by the Penn 
Central. The service is an experi­
ment. Its aim is to find out whether 
trains running on new, convenient 
schedules w i l l lure travelers in New 
Y o r k State away from airlines and 
private automobiles. 

Eight trains run daily from New 
Y o r k C i ty to Albany, one departing 
every two hours between 8: 30 A . M . 
and 10:30 P . M . Seven other trains 
depart every two hours southbound 
from Albany to New Y o r k Ci ty , be­
tween 7:30 A . M . and 7:30 P . M . , and 
an eighth at 4:30 A . M . 

F ive of the runs in each direction 
also go between Albany and Buffalo. 
A n d two of the trains include sleep­
ing car service between Buffalo and 
Chicago. 

Penn Central ads in New Y o r k 
State newspapers have called the 
public's attention to the convenient 
schedules and the advantages of a 
service that runs i n weather that 
would ground airplanes. The motor­
ist is reminded of the pleasures of 
relaxing instead of battling thruway 
traffic. 

The Empire equipment includes 
eight buffet bar cars, providing over-
the-counter food and drinks. 

"People w i l l want fast, convenient 
meal service, and they'l l get i t ," 
said Sheet Metal Worker Wesley M c ­
Lau r in , who helped install the bar 
equipment at the Beech Grove shop. 

Topperwein Brickert , an electri­
cian, said, "We've put heating and 
refrigeration units into these buffet 
bar cars, and they're compact and 
handy to operate." 

His fellow electrician, Gilbert E . 
Russell, said he expects passengers 
to respond favorably to the refur­
bished cars and the meal service. 

A t another former New Y o r k 
Central shop—Root Street. Chicago 
—Penn Central men have been put­
ting new covers on the coach seats 
for Empire Service. 

"I think they look very good," said 
Peter Maltese, tacking down a seat 
cover. "The bright color helps make 
a pleasant atmosphere for passen­
gers." 

Louis J . Hencsel, an upholsterer 
gang leader wi th 42 years' service on 
the New Y o r k Central, added: "The 
seats are very comfortable to sit on. 
We did a sturdy job on them. They ' l l 
last a long time." 

Refurbishing coach at Beech Grove, Ind: In foreground, Painters Richard D. Matzke 
and Joe Domogalik, Jr. Rear: Car Repairman Lashley, Electrician Topperwein Brickert. 

At Root Street Shop, Gang Leader L. J. Hencsel supervises seat renovation by Uphol­
sterers H. M. Uppadine, Barney Stettner, Peter Maltese, L. T. Raczynski, S. Sobocinski. 

Refinished coach for Empire Service is given a final inspection at Chicago by General 
Foreman G. W. Sullas (since transferred to New York) and Supervisor Herman Fassl. 

I want my hat../' 

"I understand he has a very low campaign budget. 

J ohn K l i n e is a member of the 
Armadi l lo Club. 

This is an exclusive club. To 
get in, there are two require­
ments: First , you have to get 
conked on the head. Second, 
you have to be wearing a safety 
hat at the time. 

M r . K l i n e made the grade 
one day recently at the L u -
kens Steel Company plant in 
Coatesville, Pa. 

A Penn Central car inspec­
tor, M r . K l i n e was visiting the 
plant to measure an excessive 
dimension load. He had just 
finished adjusting his leveling 
board when he was hit by a 
150-pound "plate dog." 

This heavy metal device, 
used to adjust the load, glanced 
off his hard hat and fell across 
his back. It had been acciden­
tally pushed off the car by a 
nearby crane. 

"I was knocked out for a few 
minutes," M r . K l i n e recalls, 
"but it would have been a lot 
more serious if I hadn't been 
wearing my hard hat. The 
Railroad gave me the hat and 
also my safety glasses. I always 

wear both." 
M r . K l i n e missed several 

days' work after the mishap, 
but that was because of bruises 
to his back. 

When he returned to work, 
the men at the Lukens plant 
made him a member of their 
Armadi l lo Club. He was the 
first railroader so honored at 
the plant. 

He was presented with a la­
pel pin, a gold-plated Armad i l ­
lo, and an Armadi l lo decal for 
his hard hat. His membership 
papers include a citation for 
avoiding serious injury by ob­
serving sensible safety precau­
tions. 

M r . K l i n e is sti l l wearing the 
same hat. It wasn't broken or 
dented. 

"I wouldn't give it up for 
anything," he said. "When I 
came to after the accident, the 
first thing I asked for was my 
hat. 

"The men kidded me about 
that, but I had them put it on 
the stretcher with me when I 
was carried out. I wouldn't be 
without it ." 
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They're in the Army now 
Eleven surplus Penn Central sleep­

ing cars have been drafted into 
the A r m y . 

For a long time, the cars had been 
classified 4-F. Now a complete re­
conditioning job at the Passenger 
Car Shop in Altoona, Pa., is chang­
ing them to 1-A. 

They're due to serve in A r m y hos­
pital trains. 

"We're going over these cars from 
top to bottom," explained Painter 
Ernest Grimminger. "It's not just a 
new paint job—it's everything." 

Car Bui lder Frank DiFolco was 
repairing the end of one of the cars. 
"We're cutting out a l l rusted and 
corroded spots and flush welding 
new plates for a smooth finish," he 
said. 

Pipefitter Joseph "Snowbal l" F io -
chetta was reconditioning the car's 
air brakes. "They practically get a 
new system by the time we're fin­
ished," he explained. 

The beds i n the cars are being 

Painter G.H. Lechner puts finishing touch 
to reconditioned U.S. Army sleeping car. 

Car Builder Frank DiFolco replaces plate 
on sleeping car destined for Army service. 

checked for smooth lowering and 
raising. A l l systems of the cars, such 
as electrical, steam and air condi­
tioning, are being checked on the 
test track. 

Then the Tuscan red paint of the 
former P R R is covered with a shiny 
coat of olive green, the traditional 
color for U.S . A r m y vehicles. The 
roof is painted silver and a giant red 
cross is stenciled on. 

Fina l ly the trucks are removed 
and are completely inspected. A n y 
worn or broken parts are repaired. 

The sleeping cars are then given 
their "induction" inspection by E d ­
ward Hess, representative of the 
A r m y contracting officer. 

"They're old, but ideal for our ser­
vice," he says. "The Railroad is put­
ting them in first-class working 
order. 

"They won't be on as rigorous a 
schedule for us as they were for the 
Railroad, so they'l l last a long, long 
time. Y o u could consider them 
brand new for our service." 

The cars are being assigned to the 
office of the Surgeon General. They 
w i l l be put into ten A r m y hospital 
trains, to be used as sleeping quar­
ters by medical personnel. 

These trains are being held i n 
mili tary bases on 24-hour call a l l 
year round, for use in event of na­
tional emergency. Each train is 
made up of a baggage car, six hospi­
tal unit cars, a kitchen car and a 
sleeping car. 

"The trains can be put into ser­
vice in about the length of time it 
takes to get the railroad crews," M r . 
Hess explains. " A s an example of 
their use, four were moved into 
Flor ida during the Cuban missile 
crisis in 1962." 

The trains can be operated as 
complete units by c r e w s from the 
nearest railroad or can move out in 
sections, attached to passenger 
trains. 

So it's a brand new career for the 
sleeping cars that once served on 
plush passenger trains. They're al l 
G I now. 

Painter Ernest Grimminger puts Army identification decal on renovated sleeping car. 

Reconditioned truck is spotted by Car Builder A. Johnson and F. Gunsallus, derrick hooker. 

Army Inspector Edward Hess and R. Schall, 
ass't foreman, inspect bunks in sleeper. 

Car Builder John Turcovski and helpers fix 
shock absorber on U.S. Army sleeping car. 
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Help for children of Vietnam 
To her son in Vietnam, a 

woman who works on the 
Penn Central wrote: 

"Is there anything I can send 
you?" 

Her son wrote back: 
"Thanks, but I don't need 

anything. The Vietnamese 
people, on the other hand, 
need much. Things that you 
use daily are unthinkable lux­
uries for them." 

Captain Pau l R. Caldwell , a 
c iv i l affairs officer in the M a ­
rine Corps, listed medical sup­
plies, clothing and toys as most 
needed. 

So his mother, Mrs . Mi ld red 
Caldwell , a clerk wi th 15 
years' service on the New 
Y o r k Central, organized a col­
lection. 

Employes in the capital ex­
penditures division of the Penn 
Central Comptroller 's Office at 
New Y o r k chipped in enough 
money to buy 30 pounds of 
bandages. 

This has been delivered to 
Hoa Khanh Children's Hospi­
tal, on the outskirts of Danang 
in South Vietnam. There are 
about 200 children there, suf­
fering from injuries or disease. 

The hospital is supported en­
tirely by contributions of M a ­
rines, Seabees and interested 
civilians. 

tribution to children and 
adults. He mentioned plain 
colored pajamas for men; sim­
ple long-sleeve blouses, with­
out designs, for women; any 
type of light clothing for chil­
dren. He also suggested un­
breakable plastic toys and 
squeeze dolls and animals. 

Mrs . Caldwel l said money 
gifts may be mailed to her at 
the Comptroller's Office, Penn 
Central, Room 230, 466 L e x ­
ington Ave. , New York , N Y . 
10017. 

Packages should be sent to 
Commanding General (Atten­
tion: G-5) , F L C 1st F S R , F P O 

San Francisco, Calif. 96602. 
The generosity of Mrs . Cald­

wel l and her fellow employes 
brought a letter of thanks from 
Brigadier General Har ry C . 
Olson, of the Force Logistic 
Command in Vietnam. He also 
sent a Certificate of Apprecia­
tion to the Penn Central people. 
It said: 

" Y o u r contribution to the 
United States Marine Corps 
Civ ic Act ion Program in the 
Republic of Vietnam is re­
ceived with sincere appreci­
ation as another step in the 
establishment of a nation dedi­
cated to the cause of freedom." 

Clerk Mildred Caldwell displays 
the testimonial from the Marines. 

The letter from her son, 
which Mrs . Caldwel l circu­
lated among fellow employes, 
said: 

"The Vie t Cong have some 
die-hard supporters, but for 
the most part this area is se­
curely pro-government, pro-
American. The V . C . are afraid 
of what we are doing over here 
and w i l l stop us any way they 
can—including the ki l l ing and 
maiming of innocent people. 
When the Viet Cong rule, it is 
by fear and terror—not 'love' 
and 'flowers.' " 

Captain Caldwel l asked for 
new or used clothing for dis- Penn Central people aided these children. Man at right is Capt. Caldwell. 
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