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THE VITAL MOMENT 
It means the difference 

between safety and sorrow 
Why did he do it? 

"I keep asking myself that question," said Joseph A. Bonelli, 
Penn Central manager of safety. 

"Here was an experienced Railroader. He was crossing a yard 
track. He neglected to take the elementary precaution of looking 
both ways. 

"He failed to see a locomotive that was backing up on the track. 
The engineman made an emergency brake application, but couldn't 
stop the locomotive in time to avoid hitting the man. 

"In a moment, the man's life came to an end. 
"Here was a man with more than 20 years' service. He had 

every reason to look forward to many more productive years and 
then the enjoyment of retirement on a pension. Instead he was 
cut down in the prime of life. 

"Why did this terrible thing happen?" 
Mr. Bonelli, a husky man with the perpetually furrowed brow 

that comes with his job, turned the pages of the Safety Rule Book 
in effect at the time of this accident. 

"The words are clear," he said. " 'Look in both directions for 
approaching locomotive, car or train before stepping on or 
crossing track. ' 

"But evidently, this man—like so many of us—had become so 
familiar with walking across a track that he no longer saw any 
danger in it. 

"Does this kind of tragedy have to happen again? 
"I want to say No, with every ounce of strength I have. 
"Such sorrows will be prevented if every Railroader pays atten

tion to every Vital Moment in his particular job. 
"We're starting a major campaign this month to call attention 

to these Vital Moments. We're going to beat the drums about them 
all through 1969 at safety meetings, in group discussions, in articles 
in the Penn Central Post, in posters and signs. We're going to call 
attention to them in every way we possibly can, because they're 
the key to safety for every one of us." 

Mr. Bonelli explained: 
The Vital Moment is the moment you begin to do something 

in which there is a possible danger. It is the moment to think 
quickly of the safety precaution you should take—and then 
take it. 

"Maybe you've been skimping on this cross-the-track rule or 
some other safety rule," he said. "Now is the time to check up on 
yourself. Spot any unsafe work habit you may have fallen into, 
and get rid of it—before it gets rid of you. 

"There's a Vital Moment when you get set to throw a switch," 
Mr. Bonelli continued. "It's the moment to think: Are my feet 
clear of the switch ball 's line of travel? 

"A brakeman at a yard in our Western Region neglected to make 
sure. And down came the switch ball on his right foot, causing a 
fracture. 

"There's a Vital Moment when you're in a cabin car starting to 
move through a yard. It's the time when you should make sure 
you're firmly braced at every moment, because you can't know 
when the train might stop abruptly. 

"A Central Region brakeman was standing near the cabin car 
sink, where he couldn't brace himself properly. The train made an 
emergency stop, and he struck his head, suffering a concussion. 

"There's a Vital Moment when you get ready to climb a ladder. 

He started across the track—but neglected, first, to look in both directions. . . 

It's the time to make sure the ladder is set so it won't move. 
"A maintenance-of-way man was betrayed by a ladder that 

slipped. He fell seven feet and fractured his jaw. 
"There's a Vital Moment every time a Railroader starts to use a 

hand tool. Is the tool in safe condition? A man in an Eastern 
Region car shop was swinging a sledge hammer that had oil on the 
handle. It slipped out of his hands and landed on the foot of the 
man who was helping him. Result: Fracture." 

Don't assume there are no Vital Moments in office work, Mr. 
Bonelli declared. 

"Listen," he said. 
"In a System office, a young woman reached for a steel tray of 

IBM cards standing on a hand-truck. She didn't make sure to keep 
her feet out of the way in case anything fell. That's a standard 
safety precaution when handling any materials. 

"Well, the tray she was moving dislodged the tray next to it, and 
it fell off, causing a painful fracture of a toe. 

"Of course, she hadn't expected the tray to fall. 
"But that's how all accidents occur: The unexpected happens." 
The unexpected happened one day in a Western Region yard. An 

employe was walking around some freight cars, but he didn't give 
himself a clearance of at least 10 feet. A safety rule requires this 
10-foot clearance. Its purpose is to give the walker a chance to get 
out of the way if the cars are suddenly shifted. It also gives him an 
opportunity to see if anything is moving on the next track. 

This man walked too close to the cars—too close to see two other 
Continued on Page Two 
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Continued from Page One 

cars moving on the next track—and was run over. 
"This pitiful incident," said Mr. Bonelli, "tells us all in burning 

words: Don't take chances. 

He passed too close to the car—failed to see cars moving on the next track. . . 

"At any Vital Moment, when you're tempted to cut corners and 
do the unsafe thing . . . don't. 

"You may feel sure you won't get hurt. But this poor fellow 
didn't think he'd get hurt, either. 

"To any man who skimps on safety, I want to say this: 
"Maybe you can perform a certain work operation in an unsafe 

way 100 times and get away without a scratch. But what about the 
101st time? Or the 102nd? 

"When you take unnecessary chances, you're playing with the 
law of averages—and that's playing with dynamite. 

"Tomorrow could be the day when the law of averages catches 
up with you. 

"So beat the averages—change your ways today." 
Mr. Bonelli urged all Penn Central people to take a fresh look 

now at their work habits—now at the start of the New Year. 
All supervisors are being requested to aid their people in this 

personal inventory. And the best guides to this inventory, Mr. 
Bonelli emphasized, are the new books on Safety Rules, recently 
issued to employes in the major crafts. 

"Some people have an idea that t he safety rules are just a lot of 
theories written by fuddy-duddies," Mr. Bonelli said. "Actually, 
they were written by practical Railroaders, and they were written 
in blood—the blood of men who've been hurt on the job. Their 
experiences suggested the rules that are needed to keep their fellow 

Safety Manager J . A. Bonelli discusses V M campaign plans with staff: W . V. Hayes, 
N. K. Ivins, S . B. Johnston, L A. Vi l lel la, J . A. Flood, A. Mooney, W . N. Smith. 

On the cover: Reading clock
wise, beginning at "12 o'clock,' 
are Oliver Roberts, work equip
ment engineer; Dominic L. 
Massaro, car repairman welder; 
Lawrence Simpson, machinist; 
William J. Witz, Jr., brakeman; 
Joseph W. Hamer, engineman; 
Edward V. Zajac, shipping and 
receiving clerk; Louise B. Men-
na, secretary; and Joseph A. 
Dalton, communications and 
signal maintainer. 

employes from getting hurt. 
"So read these rules, and learn in an easy way what they 

learned the hard way." 
Mr. Bonelli and his staff have analyzed railroad accident reports 

and have picked out 11 types of work operations most susceptible 
to accidents. 

These will be discussed, one each month during 1969, in articles 
in the Penn Central Post. During the month, the particular work 
operation will be the main subject of safety activities throughout 
the System. The aim is to mount a "blitz" against a single type of 
accident each month, and help employes build a solid safety barrier 
against it. 

"During the year just past, Penn Central people scored an esti
mated 5 percent reduction in the personal injury rate," Mr. Bonelli 
said. 

"During 1969—the Year of the Vital Moment—we're out to win 
an even bigger reduction. 

"And we can achieve it if we all keep one thing in mind: 
"At every Vital Moment in our daily work, let's stop to think 

what's the safe thing to do—and do it." 

PC's newly revised safety books are attracting attention in the rai lroad industry 
because of their simple, direct, positive approach to railroad accident prevention. 
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Safe Railroader allows at least 10 feet of clearance — and keeps watching. . . 

Mr. Swartz's Philosophy 
From Charles C. Macaluso, assistant general foreman of track at 

Corry, Pa., comes a letter telling about a safety message. The 
message, he says, was "composed some twenty years ago by one of 
our section foremen of track, Mr. C. E. Swartz. 

"We of Sub-division No. 5 in the Central Region are proud of our 
safety record, and most of the credit goes to men such as Mr. Swartz 
who preach and practice safety every day on the front lines. 

"We believe in this safety slogan and wish to pass it on to the rest 
of the PC family." 

Here's the way Mr. Swartz expressed his thoughts: 
Safety is the mastery of danger—the skill of putting the right 

thought into successful action. 
It preserves that which we cannot restore, human life, the greatest 

gift of God. 
Form the habit of thinking and acting safely at all times— 
And you will protect yourself and your loved ones. 



High speed 
• F 

T h e y were doing 80—but they could 
go a lot faster. 

"And you're tempted to open it 
up," remarked Engineman Daniel 
Fisher. "You know the speed is there 
and it hurts to be going only 80 in 
these cars. But that's the limit while 
we're still training." 

Mr. Fisher was taking his first 
turn at the controls of a Penn Cen
tral Metroliner. These are the cars 
the Railroad will soon put into high 
speed passenger service between 
New York and Washington. 

The engineman and several other 
PC crewmen were taking their first 
ride aboard the new multiple-unit 
cars. They were in a training class, 
traveling on a two-car train between 
Washington and Baltimore. 

"These cars are a classroom on 
wheels," said Instructor William 
Hollowell. 

"We're doing everything today 

Instructor J . Therres tells class at W a s h 
ington Terminal about control mechanism. 

Instructor John Kurka explains use of car 
telephone to Conductor Richard West lake. 

Engineman Wi l l iam Patterson has controls 
of Metroliner as Instructor Wi l l iam Hollo-
well and Engineman Daniel Fisher observe. 

that these enginemen and trainmen 
will be doing when the cars go into 
the high speed service. And this is in 
addition to the intensive classroom 
work the men have had." 

During the trip from Washington 
to Baltimore, the enginemen took 
turns stopping and starting the train. 
Instructor Hollowell guided them 
through the use of the dynamic 
braking system. 

At each stop, the conductors and 
brakemen took turns opening and 
closing the doors. The doors are dif
ferent from those on other PC 
coaches. They are operated by but
tons and slide into the sides of the 
cars. The trainmen also practiced sig
naling the engineman to let him 
know when it was okay to go ahead. 
They took turns speaking to the en
gineman over the internal commu
nication system. 

At Baltimore, the men practiced 
coupling and uncoupling the cars. 

John Kurka, instructor for the 
trainmen, emphasized that the men 
must become thoroughly familiar 
with all features of the cars before 
they will operate them. 

"It's tedious repeating this over 
and over," he said. "But it's the only 
way to learn." 

Three two-car trains were used 
for the training program during De
cember. They operated out of New
ark, Philadelphia, Wilmington, Bal
timore and Washington. 

The training classes lasted 16 
hours daily. The morning classes, 
from 6 A.M. to 2 P.M., were at
tended by Maintenance of Equip
ment personnel—car repairmen, car 
inspectors, electricians, pipefitters, 
machinists and car cleaners. 

Train and Engine Service person
nel—enginemen, conductors, brake-
men—and dining car employes at-

Instructor Eddie Enzo supervises as Atten
dant Lloyd R. W r i g h t practices on the 
new oven for heating parlor-car meals. 

tended the afternoon classes, from 
2 P.M. to 10 P.M. each day. 

Instructor Joseph Bellinger ex
plained the new Metro Club galley 
and coach snack bar to the dining 
car employes. The galley includes a 
special oven that can handle 24 
meals at a time. 

The snack bar has a flash warmer 
which provides almost instant heat. 
Mr. Bellinger also explained the 
high-speed coffee makers that turn 
out 16 cups in just over 6 minutes. 

Instructor John Therres taught the 
M. of E. men. As the class circled the 
cars, he removed the side panels to 
show the printed circuit cards of the 
electronically equipped train. 

He also explained the braking con
tacts and the automatic train opera
tion box to electricians, pipefitters 
and machinists. And the men ex
amined the steel springs and the air-

Instructor Eddie Enzo and Parlor Lounge 
Attendant Grover McMahan watch Attend
ant G. W . Owens try new coffee maker. 

cushion springs which combine to 
give the cars their smooth ride. 

"Every available man attended the 
classes," emphasized Instructor 
Therres. "I've never known any rail
road where so many men were so 
well prepared for a new type of 
equipment." 

"And we're eager to get going 
with it," added Instructor Frank An-
dreiuolo. "We'll be ready and wait
ing for those new cars the day they 
go into regular service." 

Trainmen watch as Instructor John Kurka gives signal to the engineman to couple the cars. 

Conductor James Trot ter pushes buttons to 
close sliding doors. Note the key that must 
be inserted to activate this mechanism. 

" I know the Metroliner training course 
told you to brush up on your courtesy, 
but aren't you going a little too f a r ? " 
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They're trying 
to save Nature 

After a full week on the job, Joe 
Peck, Merrill Pozil and Ralph 

Webster may get together for a 10-
hour hike over the Indiana coun
tryside. 

On the way, they may drive a 
fox from a pheasant's nest or pick 
out a good site for a bird feeding 
station. 

They're members of the Lake 
County Fox Hunters Conservation 
Club. The club works to preserve 
wildlife and natural resources in 
northwest Indiana. Some 30 Penn 
Central employes belong. 

"I've been interested in conser
vation since I was knee-high to a 
grasshopper," Joe Peck explains. 
He's a police sergeant with the Rail
road at Chicago. 

"As a kid, I had a keen interest 
in the outdoors and grew up with 
this interest. I've seen our woods 
and animals gradually disappearing 

Sgt. Joe Peck and his son Charles set up 
bird feeder in the backyard of their home. 

and it's a sad thing. So I made up 
my mind I'm going to do some
thing about it." 

Sgt. Peck's fellow club members, 
over 400 of them, share his concern. 
Together, they are working on con
servation projects in Lake County, 
Indiana. 

And their work is cut out for 
them. Lake County is one of Amer
ica's most industrialized areas. Tre
mendous problems face the conserva
tionists. 

"We're up against it," says Rob
ert L. Johnson, supervisor of crew 
assignments on the Penn Central's 
Chicago Division. 

"Lake Michigan is threatened 
with pollution. The shores are filthy 
and the fish can't survive. Our 
group is backing all efforts to clean 
up the lake. Something has to be 
done." 

The problem on land is critical, 
too. Pesky foxes have upset nature's 
delicate balance in some Lake 
County areas. The foxes are so 
abundant that they threaten to ex
terminate the quail and pheasant, 
easy prey because they nest on the 
ground. 

"We organize fox hunts," Mr. 
Johnson said. "Farmers in the area 
usually request the hunt. Safety is 
strictly observed." 

In an average season, club mem
bers bag 40 to 70 foxes. 

Merrill Pozil, a Penn Central 
agent at Colehour Terminal, South 
Chicago, Ill., said, "We get a bounty 
on each fox, so this helps the club's 
treasury a little. But most impor
tant, by reducing the number of 
foxes, we help increase the number 
of birds." 

Club members get to the hunt
ing site by buses. If the turnout is 
good, they cover as much as 6,000 
acres in a day. 

Ralph Webster, Penn Central 
supervisor of quality control at Chi-

Charles Peck, son of PC Police Sergeant Joe Peck, attaches a house for wild ducks. Tony 
Sweitzer, retired PRR man, holds ladder. Watching are Ralph Webster and son Richard. 

cago, outlined another club project. 
"We're backing efforts to have a 

section of land near West Creek, In
diana, set aside as a state park," 
Mr. Webster said. 

"The area is a natural let-down 
for ducks. We're going to build a 
camping ground and feeding sta
tions for the birds." 

"The birds have a rough time sur
viving in the Calumet section of 
Indiana," Sgt. Peck added. "Indus
try has ruined some of their feed
ing grounds. Hunters constantly 
shoot at them, and they're prey to 
the fox and other animals. 

"A couple of winters ago, heavy 
snows had the birds in trouble. 
They couldn't get food and were 
freezing. So we decided to take the 
food to them. 

"A local grain company donated 
sacks of seed and we got a pilot to 
fly us over t he area. Then we 
dumped the seed out. 'Dive bombed' 
them with food, you might say." 

Sergeant Peck and Richard Webster pile 
grain into feeder for hungry wildl i fe. 

Glenda said it best 
G lenda Anderson, 10 years 

old, had the following 
comment about the new play
ground built on Penn Central 
property: 

"Great!" 
And, she added judiciously, 

"I specially like the swings and 

the seesaw." 
Glenda was one of a group of 

delighted children who at
tended the opening of the new 
"vest-pocket playground" on 
Delmont Avenue in East 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

This section is isolated from 

The ribbon-cutting: R. V. Br inkworth, PC superintendent; Mrs . Iva James and child; 
Wi l l iam Gaski l l , vice City Manager; Rufus Pierce, PC asst. supervisor, personnel. 

Supt. R. V. Br inkworth, Cleveland 
Div., gets swing off to a good start. 

other parks and recreation 
areas in the city. Residents, or
ganized as the Delmont Street 
Club, eyed a vacant plot of 
ground owned by Penn Cen
tral and sought help in convert
ing it into a neighborhood play
ground. 

The city agreed. So did the 
Railroad. 

The city passed an emer
gency ordinance authorizing a 
lease to be drawn up, and the 
Railroad agreed to lease the 
land to the city for a nominal 
$30 a year. 

After that, the city spent 
about $1000 to fence off the lot, 
make repairs and install equip
ment. 

There's a six-foot slide, mon
key-bar climbers, a double 
teeter, hobby horses, swings, 
sandbox, and sections of con
crete pipe which form nifty 
tunnels for crawling. 

The Railroad supplied steel 
drums, painted Penn Central 
green, for rubbish disposal. 

At ribbon-cutting ceremo
nies, the lease was turned over 
to William Gaskill, vice City 
Manager of East Cleveland, by 
two Penn Central representa
tives—Robert V. Brinkworth, 
Division superintendent, and 
Rufus Pierce, assistant super
visor of personnel. 

Then they got out of the 
way, and the kids happily took 
over. 

Glenda Anderson, rear, and fr iend 
try a test-ride on the new seesaw. 
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A R M Y vs N A V Y 
Penn Central people do 

a good job for both sides 

First special train arrives, bringing football fans almost to the gates of the stadium 

On a chilly, overcast day, Penn 
Central took 8,892 people to a 

football game. 
It was the annual encounter of the 

Army and Navy teams, who met on 
November 30 in John F. Kennedy 
Stadium, Philadelphia. 

Penn Central people operated 11 
special trains from New York, Wash
ington, Baltimore, Trenton, N. J., 
and Paoli, Pa., direct to Greenwich 
Yard, adjacent to the giant stadium. 
And after the game. Penn Central 
took the passengers back home. 

Channeling the trains in and out 
of the yard was Block Operator Jo
seph J. Zeck. From his vantage point 
in Stadium Tower, he controlled the 
switches and signals to provide a 
smooth movement ,for the trains, 
which arrived a few minutes apart. 

"This makes the twelfth Army-
Navy game I've worked," he said. 

A security detail was headed by 
PC Police Lieutenant Walter G. Res-
corla. 

"There's a lot of action here, trains 
coming in, people getting off," he 
said. "We're here to make sure no
body gets hurt." 

Safety precautions were started 
long before the trains arrived. PC 
trackmen cleaned up the tracks and 
walkways, normally used only for 
freight. The trackmen also spiked all 
switches that wouldn't be used for 
the special passenger trains. 

As the fans got off the trains, they 
were guided by a public address sys
tem set up by Communications and 
Signal men. 

Four extra telephones were in
stalled in Stadium Tower. From 
here, Robert A. Herman, superinten
dent of the Philadelphia Division, di
rected the overall operation. 

Some of the trains were made up 
of self-propelled Silverliners. The 
others consisted of coaches hauled 
by GG-1 electric locomotives. 

The "Queen Mary," a special car 
in which many notables have ridden, 
brought several top Defense officials: 
Paul R. Ignatius, Secretary of the 
Navy; Thomas H. Moorer, Chief of 
Naval Operations; General Leonard 
F. Chapman, Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. Serving them was 
Parlor Car Attendant Charles T. 
Lane. 

Banners, streamers and pompoms 
made a colorful display as the thou
sands of fans streamed toward the 
stadium. 

And while they were watching the 
Cadets sink the Midshipmen, 21 to 
14, Penn Central car repairmen were 
busy. 

"We're giving the cars a thorough 
going-over," explained Robert J. 
Crockett. "The brake shoes and 
wheels and everything else impor
tant are getting a complete check, 
to make sure the equipment acts 
okay on the return trip." 

For three conductors who worked 
on trains bringing fans from Balti
more and Washington, the Army-
Navy game evoked fond memories. 

Marine Commandant Leonard F. Chap
man with Navy Secretary Paul R. Ignatius. 

"I used to go to the game with my 
son when he was a West Point Ca
det," said Conductor Thomas J. 
Boyle. "He's now an Air Force pi
lot." 

Conductor Luis S. Hesson has a 
son now attending West Point. 

Conductor William B. Bealle's 
son attended the Naval Academy. 

"The interesting thing," said Mr. 
Bealle, "is that with all the inter-
service rivalry, we three conductors 
have been the closest of friends for 
twenty-seven years. 

Patrolman J. J . McGovern, Lt. W . G. Rescorla, Sgt. J . J. Cunliffe check security details. 
C. T . Lane, parlor car attendant, helps 
T . F. Moorer, Chief of Naval Operations. 

Wh i le fans watched the game, Robert J . 
Crockett and John T . Herman checked cars. 

"Help!"exclaimed Josephine 
Mrs. Josephine Sposato is 

chief telephone operator 
at 466 Lexington Avenue in 
New York City. 

She has a problem, which she 
shares with telephone opera
tors all over the merged Penn 
Central System. 

"The problem," she says, "is 
that we operators have trouble 
keeping up with all the trans
fers of personnel occurring due 
to the merger. 

"We get a phone call for Mr. 
Smith and we ring his desk and 
we find he's been transferred 
but his old office doesn't know 
his new number. So we have to 
hold the caller on the line while 
we track Mr. Smith down. This 
wastes the caller's time—and 

ours, too. 
"Eventually we operators get 

formal word about transfers, 
but we can do a much better job 
if we get word immediately. 

"So . . . 
"If you're being transferred, 

please send an informal note to 
the telephone operator who 
handles your old office and the 
one who handles your new of
fice. And please take care of it 
right away. 

"You'll be helping yourself 
and helping us. 

"And while I've got you Penn 
Central people on the line, may 
I also say: From all of us oper
ators to all you railroad people 
who use our services. . . . Happy 
New Year." 
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IN MEMORIAM: R.F.K. 
To Penn Central employes—thanks. 

That was the message of the 
R. F. K. Guardians of America. 

This organization gave the Rail
road a bronze bust of the late Sena
tor Robert F. Kennedy in a recent 

Bust of Senator Kennedy has inscription 
of gratitude to Penn Central Railroaders. 

ceremony at Penn Central Station— 
30th Street, Philadelphia. 

John P. Lomenzo, New York Sec
retary of State, made the presenta
tion during the observance of the 
43rd anniversary of the Senator's 
birth. 

The R. F. K. Guardians of America 
is an organization principally of 
young people who are unwilling to 
permit the goals of the late Senator 
to remain only his dream, according 
to William Press, the group's nation
al director. 

"Today we wish to acknowledge 
the manner in which a great railroad 
discharged its responsibilities in 
transporting the Senator's cortege to 
Washington," Mr. Lomenzo said at 
the ceremony in the station. 

"It is quite clear to the vast ma
jority of people that Penn Central 
did this with great expertise and 
ability gained through vast experi
ence. 

"This is an acknowledgement from 
the large group of people who loved 
and respected Robert F. Kennedy 
and the goals for which he worked." 

David E. Smucker, Penn Central 
executive vice president, accepted 
the bust and expressed the thanks of 
the Railroad's employes. "It gives me 
great pride," he said, "to receive this 
on behalf of Penn Central's officers 
and employes who were involved in 
a day none of us will forget." 

The inscription at the base of the 
bust reads: "To the Penn Central in 
gratitude for the tremendous appli
cation by the employees of the Penn 
Central System in transporting the 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy cortege 
from New York to Washington, 

D. E. Smucker, PC Executive Vice President, accepts scultpure from John P. Lomenzo, 
New York Secretary of State, and Wi l l iam Press, of R.F.K. Guardians of America. 

D. C." 
Attending the ceremony was a 

delegation of Guardians and teen
agers representing eight major eth
nic groups—German, Greek, Irish, 
Italian, Jewish, Negro, Polish and 
Puerto Rican. 

They displayed a large floral piece 
and eight small wreaths which they 
later placed on the Senator's grave 
in Arlington Va. The small wreaths 
were inscribed with "Peace Bobby" 
and "Peace R. F. K." in the ancestral 
languages of the teenagers. The large 
piece showed an excerpt from the 
late Senator's favorite quotation: 

Some people see things as they are 
and say, "Why?" I dream things that 
never were and say, "Why not?" 

Youths display wreath bearing reference 
to the late Senator's favorite quotation. 

BIG DAY 
AT MINGO 
Mingo Junction is a busy, bustling 

town in the rolling hill country 
of Ohio, 40 miles southwest of Pitts
burgh. Most of the jobs are in steel 
mills, industrial plants, cement, 
trucking and railroading. 

The people are hard-working 
types. They also are deeply proud of 
their community. 

Seemingly every one of the 5215 
inhabitants, plus thousands from 
surrounding communities, turned 
out for Mingo Junction's third an
nual Community Day Parade. 

"The community leaders asked 
Penn Central people to help," said 
Joseph H. Lengfellner, PC motive 
power foreman. "Our people re
sponded by building an unusual 
float. 

"We took a cabin car that hap
pened to need refurbishing for use 
with our work train, and our men 
fixed it up inside and out." 

Car repairmen of Mingo Car Shop 
pitched in: Frank Vadaz, John 
Tysko, Victor Caldwell, Clarence 
Hockenberry and Olen Peterson. 

Mike Slifka, a car repairman with 
an artistic flair, painted two ply
wood panels with the old emblems 
of the New York Central and the 
PRR, flanking a central design 
showing two hands clasped, with the 
words, We Are United. 

The wheel trucks of the cabin car 
were removed, and the body was 
hoisted by Lou Lucero's shop crane 
and put atop a lowboy truck-trailer. 
Track Supervisor E. C. Burkey ob
tained this from Fred Haswell, a 
contractor, who also provided a 
truck to pull the trailer. 

Meanwhile, Foreman Lengfell-
ner's 16-year old daughter, Linda, 
volunteered to serve as hostess with 

Float created by PC men gets set to roll behind majorettes in Mingo Junction parade. 

her girl friend, Diane Townsend. 
Their mothers sewed them new 
jumper dresses in Penn Central 
green, with the PC herald in white. 

Walter Yinks, a Penn Central 
block operator who teaches music in 
his off-duty hours, organized a band 
of five boys with electric guitars. 

"And we created a sensation roll
ing down the street in the parade, 
with the boys on the open truck 
playing rock and roll music, inter
spersed with I've Been Working on 
the Railroad and the ringing of an 
old locomotive bell we had installed 
on the truck, and followed by the 
brightly painted cabin car with our 
two pretty young hostesses," said 
Mr. Lengfellner. 

At the end of the parade, the cab
in car was parked at Mingo Junc
tion Stadium, and the public was 
invited to see the inside. More than 
3000 responded. Trainmaster Wil
liam L. Bandini arranged for pots of 
coffee and iced tea, and balloons for 
the children. 

When it was all over, the parade 
committee voted that the Penn Cen
tral men's float was the best, and 

awarded them a trophy two feet 
high. 

Two members of the Safety Com
mittee, Gang Foreman Joe Pinciaro 
and Car Repairman John Tysko, 
were given the honor of carrying 
the trophy to the next staff meeting 
held by Hugh J. Martin, superinten
dent of the Pittsburgh Division. 

"A splendid job," said Trainmas
ter Bandini. "The whole community 
is proud of the Penn Central men." 

J . H. Lengfellner, daughter Linda and 
W . H. Wonnel flank the sign showing NYC 
and PRR joining hands: W e Are United. 

KISS THE WIFE 

GOODBY 

It was a safety conference in 
London, and the speaker 

talked about—of all things— 
kissing. Here is the gist of his 
thinking: 

A man who has a fight with 
his wife, and leaves for work 
in a huff, is going to feel jumpy 
on the job. 

He'll be more likely to over
look his usual safety precau
tions. 

He'll be more likely to get 
hurt. 

A man who leaves home on 
a loving note—a husbandly 
kiss—is more likely to feel at 
ease on the job. He is more 
likely to think of the duty he 
owes his family to work safely, 
and is more likely to strictly 
observe safety rules. 

So kiss your wife goodby be
fore you leave for work . . . to 
help make sure you'll come 
home in shape to kiss her 
hello. 



Mr. Dille's dream assignment 

STEAM! 
STEAM! 

I t was a call Joseph M. Dille never 
imagined he'd ever get again. 

"I'd like you to run a steam en
gine," he was told by Robert Sher-
blom, road foreman on Penn Cen
tral's Hudson Division, in New York 
State. 

"A what?" said Engineman Dille. 
"A steam engine on a railfan ex

cursion to Niagara Falls," Mr. Sher-
blom told him. 

Engineman Dille swallowed, then 
said, "I'd be most happy to." 

He hurried home. He rushed down 
to the cellar closet and dug out his 
old coveralls, pin-striped engine-
man's cap and red bandanna. He had 
put this outfit away in 1954, when 
the last steam engine he ran on the 
New York Central was taken out 
of service and he was assigned to 
diesels and electrics. 

Dressed once more in the grand 
old style, Engineman Dille went to 
the enginehouse the night before the 
trip to get the feel of No. 759, a Berk
shire-class steam engine built for the 
Nickel Plate Railroad. It now belongs 
to Steamtown, U.S.A., and was lent 
to the sponsor of the railfan trip, 

Engineman Joseph M. Dil le leans from cab 
of No. 7 5 9 to talk to a stream enthusiast. 

Crewman puts hard grease into main driv
ing rod of the N K P engine at Albany. 

Conductor Robert Centrello discusses the 
ride with one of the 1000 passengers. 

the High Iron Company, a non-profit 
organization of steam train enthusi
asts. 

Engineman Dille found the con
trols on the steamer very familiar. 

"We had engines very much like 
this on the Central, only we called 
them Mohawks," he said. "I knew I 
could run it. I could do it in my 
sleep." 

The 19-car special was pulled out 
of Grand Central Terminal, New 
York, by an electric locomotive to 
Harmon, N.Y. There the electric 
came off, and old 759 was coupled on. 

Aboard the train were nearly 1000 
railfans. 

As the special pulled out of Har
mon, Engineman Dille told his fire
man, James Cunningham, "She's 
running like a charm. They sure did 
a great job fixing up this old steam 
engine." 

He sounded the steam whistle. 
"Man, listen to that. Never thought 
I'd hear that again." 

Diesels have whistles, too, but 
they're operated by air, not steam. 
"It's the difference between a rock 
and roll band and a symphony or
chestra," said Engineman Dille. 

Hundreds of cameras clicked from 
the train windows. Newspaper and 
television cameramen scooted along 
in autos to record the trip. At sta
tions, people with tape recorders 
waved to the engineman to blow the 
whistle for their benefit. 

"Happy to oblige," he said. "I can't 
get enough of the sound myself." 

There were stops for water—sup
plied by obliging fire companies— 
and for coal. The passengers had an 

Under the hand of Engineman Dil le, Engine No. 7 5 9 belches smoke on a photo run-by. 

Attendant John D. Wi l son takes order f rom 
Dina Wagner in the train's 1915 diner. 

opportunity to get off and take pic
tures while Mr. Dille made special 
runs, spouting as much smoke as pos
sible. 

"Got cinders down my neck, into 
my clothes, into my shoes," he said 
later. "Sure felt good." 

After a nine-hour layover at Niag
ara Falls, the train made the return 
trip. Altogether it covered 950 miles. 

When Engineman Dille brought 
the train back into Harmon, his wife, 

Passengers crowd into open Rocky Moun
tain observation car as train takes off. 

Delia, was on hand to greet him. As 
he climbed down from the engine, 
she stared at his happy, grimy face 
and laughed. 

"You look twenty years younger," 
she said. 

Enthusiasts get close view of the engine as it stops for fuel and water at Albany, N . Y. 

Enthusiasts capture the sights and sounds 
of steam as train performs for camera fans. 



HOME, HOME 
ON THE RAILS 

Edward Joscelyn, PC man, comes home to 
his Pullman car on an idle rail siding. 

Of f comes his jacket and he starts check
ing his plans for converting the Pullman. 

A wise fellow once said: "Home 
is where the heart is." 

But Edward Joscelyn had a prob
lem: His heart was with the railroad, 
too. 

So he combined the two—home 
and railroad. He bought a PRR Pull
man car, is now converting it into a 
home, and plans to live there happily 
ever after. 

"I've been infatuated with the rail
road for a long time," said Mr. Jos
celyn, assistant engineer, communi
cations and signals, system. "When I 
got out of college, I went to work for 
the NYC and am now part of the 
Penn Central. 

"The idea of buying a Pullman car 
and making it into a home intrigued 
me. Besides, the railroad is noted for 
moving its people around. So when I 
got the chance, I bought the car. 
Now I can take my home with me." 

Mr. Joscelyn bought the retired 
Pullman sleeping car from the stor
age yard at Northumberland, Pa. 
The car, named "Herald Square," 
used to run with the Broadway 
Limited. 

But it takes a lot of living—and 
work—to make a Pullman a home. 
The car originally had nine rooms— 
six compartments and three drawing 
rooms—ten toilets and lavatories. It 
could sleep 21 persons. 

"But that's all being changed," Mr. 
Joscelyn explained. "There will be a 
parlor at one end, bedrooms in the 
middle, kitchen at the other end. 

"There will also be a photographic 
darkroom, study, library, shower, 
hot-water heater, forced-air furnace 

He's putting in new electrical wir ing. 

and an observation platform. 
"And a rectifier has been installed 

to convert 110-volt house current to 
the 32-volt direct current needed for 
the car." 

He estimates it will take two years 
to finish the job. The car will be 
painted Penn Central green and 
named "Chenango" after a river near 
his home-town of Tyner, N.Y. 

"The car will sleep about 11 per
sons," Mr. Joscelyn said. "It will be 
kept in running condition—espe
cially the air brakes and journal 
boxes." 

That's not a bad idea. Mr. Joscelyn 
was recently transferred from New 
York to Philadelphia. 

• • • Nine children 
without a mother 

They were a happy family, 
the Finns. 

"With nine children, there 
was always something going 
on," said William B. Finn, su
pervisor of mail and baggage at 
Pennsylvania Station, New 
York. 

Then Mrs. Finn died. 
"It was a staggering blow," 

he said. "But we made up our 
minds to cope with the situa

tion. We couldn't just stop liv
ing." 

Friends came to their imme
diate aid. Some brought food 
to the Finn home in White 
Plains, N.Y., did the cooking 
and took care of the children 
while Mr. Finn was at work. A 
woman who had previously 
lived in White Plains returned 
from her Florida home to care 
for the children until Mr. Finn 

could arrange something per
manent. 

Fellow employes at Penn 
Station raised a fund to help 
pay the most pressing bills. 

Some of Mr. Finn's relatives 
volunteered to take the chil
dren. He declined their gener
ous offers. 

"My wife's last request was 
that I keep the family together," 
Mr. Finn explained. "I'm go
ing to do everything I can to 
fulfill that request." 

He has just hired a Catholic 
lay worker from his native Ire
land. She gives Mr. Finn a 
hand during the morning rush 
hour, and supervises when he's 
at work. 

"We get up about 7 A.M.," 
Mr. Finn said. "I make sure the 
seven oldest get dressed, eat a 
good breakfast and get off to 
school on time." 

The school-age children are 
Michael, 12; William Christo
pher, 10; Teresa Bernadette, 9; 
Vincent Jarlath, 8; Mary Ellen, 
7; Richard Mitchell, 6; and Pat
rick Steven, 5. Still at home are 
Una Marie, 2, and Tara Noel 
Ann, 1. 

On his days off, Mr. Finn of
ten loads the entire family in 
his Volkswagen Microbus and 
takes them on a picnic. 

"We try to do as many things 
together as possible," he em
phasized. 

Mr. Finn said he is deter
mined to "give the children the 
best home they can have with
out a mother. 

"It's not as bleak as people 
would think. We're going to 
make the best of it. 

"Don't feel sorry for us." 

He's installing a needed stall shower. 

And, of course, there's got to be a pinup. 

Good Handling 
"I would like to commend 

Trainman Frank Kelley," a 
commuter wrote. "On the Paoli 
Local train this morning, the 
cars happened to be unusually 
crowded. Passengers grumbled. 
They frowned. 

"But then Trainman Kelley 
came for tickets, and his hearty 
manner and good-humored rec
ognition of the passengers' dis
comfort immediately eased 
the situation. The grumbling 
stopped. And at 30th Street 
Station, Philadelphia, he gave 
debarking passengers a friendly 
goodby. 

"He merits high praise for 
his handling of a difficult situa
tion." 

Good routings for freight 
shipments are the result of 
Penn Central employes like Jo
seph A. Castry, of the Rate 
Quotation Bureau at New 
York. A letter from the Lester 
Brokerage Company, of Rye, 
N.Y., explains: 

"We were having consider
able delays in getting cars of 
can goods shipped from Griffin, 
Ga., to Bronx, N.Y. 

"We talked to Mr. Joseph A. 
Castry. We asked him if he 
could possibly give us a differ
ent routing. He did. We now 
receive these cars in less time. 
It goes without saying it is a 
pleasure to do business with 
your railroad, having qualified 
employes like Mr. Castry. If 
you check your records, you 
will find that we have shipped 
a considerable number of cars 
on this new route." 
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STS Receives Defense Award 

General Earle G. Wheeler presents silver trophy to PC Chairman Stuart T . Saunders. 

One of the top honors in transpor-
tation is the National Transpor

tation Award. 
It is given each year to the person 

who contributes most to transporta
tion for the Nation's defense. 

To select the winner, the National 
Defense Transportation Association 
submits a list of nominees to the U.S. 
Joints Chiefs of Staff. These military 
leaders review the candidates and 
recommend one to the U. S. Secre
tary of Defense, who makes the final 
decision. 

For 1968, the award went to Stuart 
T. Saunders, Penn Central's board 
chairman. 

Standing before a large gathering 
at the Hilton Hotel in Washington, 
D.C., General Earle G. Wheeler, 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, presented a silver trophy to 
Mr. Saunders. 

General Wheeler described Mr. 
Saunders as "a modernizer of land 
transportation and a prophet of an 
even closer integration of all modes 
of transport. 

"He has conceived of the continen
tal United States as one great 'land 
bridge' between the Atlantic and Pa
cific Oceans. 

"He is your industry and our 
country at its best." 

Accepting the award, Mr. Saun
ders said he felt certain it was a "rec
ognition not of one person or a single 
railroad, but of the railroad indus
try." 

Mr. Saunders pointed out that the 
last time a railroader had received 

the award was 12 years ago, when 
Donald J. Russell, of the Southern 
Pacific, was honored for helping 
solve emergency transportation prob
lems of the Korean War. 

"Railroaders today are doing an 
equally important job as a part of the 
10,000-mile supply line which sup
ports American forces in Vietnam," 
Mr. Saunders said. 

"Moreover, they are far better 
equipped for the task now than they 
were then." 

The railroads are working closely 
with military officials on new trans
portation techniques, Mr. Saunders 
said. Particular progress is being 
made in shipping freight in metal 
containers, which can be transferred 
easily and quickly between trains, 
ships, trucks and aircraft, he stated. 

"The defense establishment can 
look to the railroads for cooperation 
in its plans to increase containerized 
traffic from 15 percent to 60 percent 
of total military freight in the next 
few years," Mr. Saunders told the 
gathering. 

"The railroads are rapidly equip
ping themselves to handle the high 
volume of such traffic that would ac
company a national emergency. 

"We are prepared to work with 
the military in developing the land-
bridge concept, which envisions fast 
coast-to-coast trains of containerized 
freight. 

"The rail trip between the East 
and West Coasts is about 3000 miles 
shorter than the sea voyage via the 
Panama Canal. Unit trains are not 

only cheaper and faster than con
tainer ships of any size, but they re
duce the strategic dependency on the 
Panama Canal. 

"The widely dispersed railroad 

trunk lines would, I daresay, prove 
as resilient as Germany's railroads in 
World War II, even under the in
creased destructive power of modern 
warfare." 

Happiness is a block of wood 
Fishing and whittling are a 

traditional pattern for re
tired men. And that's what 
Oran Opatz has been doing 
since he gave up railroading 11 
years ago. 

His fishing has been ordinary 
—no prize catches. 

But his whittling is some
thing else. 

Handsome statues of wild
life, professional in quality, 
have marched out of his work
shop by the scores. Some he 
has kept to decorate his home 
in Fort Wayne, Ind. Others have 
gone to lucky friends. 

He carves in mahogany, wal

nut, cherry, rosewood, ama
ranth. 

In addition, he's expert in 
fashioning picture frames, and 
in repairing elaborate old 
frames by carving exact re
placements for missing por
tions. He does this for a fee. 

When Mr. Opatz retired 
from the PRR in 1957 as gen
eral superintendent of motive 
power at Chicago, he bought 
himself a chestful of woodcarv-
ing tools. After working for 
months to develop his skill, he 
made a startling discovery: 

He can do his best work with 
an ordinary pocket knife. 

Good start 
Get a head start on Penn Cen

tral. 
At least, that's what 300 un

derprivileged children did at 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

They were enrolled in the 
Head Start program, financed 
by the Federal Government. 
The purpose of the program is 
to give poverty-area children a 
range of cultural experiences to 
prepare them for entering the 
first grade. 

A train trip from Indianapo
lis to Lafayette, Ind., was 
chosen as part of the "curric
ulum" for these 5-year-old 
youngsters. 

"It was a healthy and broad
ening experience," said Dr. 
Helen Santry, executive direc
tor of Indianapolis Pre-School 
Centers, after the ride. 

Joseph Hazlett, Penn Cen
tral conductor, (shown in fore
ground) reported: "A well-be

haved group of youngsters." 
And Jack Maxie, train por

ter (in background), added: "It 
was fun to have them aboard." 

Elmer Hesse, Penn Central 
sales representative, arranged 
the special trip. 
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Note from Canada 
"This note," wrote Mr. J. M. 

Reddits of Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, "is to tell you that the 
porter in my car was the most 
attentive, helpful and pleasant 
gentleman I have met through
out some 30 years of railroad 
travel." Mr. Reddits was speak
ing of H. L. Blassengale, who 
works on Penn Central passen
ger trains running between New 
York and Toronto. "He is a real 
asset to your organization," Mr. 
Reddits said. "His treatment of 
all the passengers he served 
was outstanding." 



REPORTS FROM ALL OVER 

Freight rate increase—Last year, America's rail
roads sought to raise their freight rates to help meet in
creases in wages and other costs, and the Interstate Com
merce Commission authorized a 3 percent increase. The 
railroads stated that this was far less than was needed to 
meet their increased costs, and asked the I.C.C. to author
ize the larger increases they originally requested. 

Now the I.C.C. has told the railroads they may increase 
their rates by 3 to 10 percent on an interim basis—that is, 
until a final decision by the I.C.C. Exceptions were made 
in regard to grain, iron and steel scrap, and pig iron, 
which must remain at the 3 percent level at this time. 

The I.C.C. stated it was permitting the rate increase be
cause of the railroads' "critical need for additional reve
nue to offset, in part," increased operating costs. 

"The public interest and that of the national defense in 
a sound, adequate and efficient transportation system will 
be adversely affected unless the proposed increased inter
state freight rates and charges, with the exceptions noted 
in our order, are permitted to become effective at this 
time," the Commission stated. 

Without the added revenue, the Commission said, the 
railroads' earnings "would be insufficient to enable them 
to provide adequate and efficient railway transportation 
service consistent with the public interest and the na
tional transportation policy." 

Scholarship news—High school seniors who are 
the sons or daughters of Penn Central employes may still 
apply for 1969 college scholarship aid, provided they al
ready have taken the Scholastic Aptitude Test. In addi
tion, those who want to apply for a Frank Thomson 
Scholarship for the study of engineering must also have 
taken achievement tests in English, mathematics level I, 
and physics or chemistry. 

For full information and application form, contact the 
nearest Penn Central Personnel office without delay. 

More Scholarship news—A scholarship estab
lished at the University of Pennsylvania in 1920 by De
partment No. 3 of The Pennsylvania Railroad Women's 
Division for War Relief will be offered in 1969. 

The competition is open to sons and daughters of pres
ent, retired or deceased employes of the Freight Traffic 
Department of the former Pennsylvania Railroad or the 
Penn Central Company, and to the sons and daughters of 
Department No. 3 who were in good standing during the 
years 1918-1919. Because of the terms of the scholarship 
trust, it is not possible to include the sons and daughters 
of former New York Central employes who retired or died 
before February 1,1968. 

Candidates should apply by letter as soon as possible, 
but no later than March 1, 1969. Write to Assistant Vice 
President, Traffic Administration, Penn Central Company, 
1534 Six Penn Center Plaza, Phila., Pa. 19104. Candidate 
should give the name and connection of parent with Penn 
Central Company or with Department No. 3, Women's 
Division for War Relief during 1918-1919. 

To arbitrate dispute —Penn Central and Local 
1013 of the Transport Workers Union agreed to refer 
to a neutral arbitration board a dispute that resulted in a 
two-hour work stoppage at Philadelphia recently. At is
sue was the assignment of certain maintenance-of-way 
employes rather than maintenance-of-equipment em
ployes represented by the union. The stoppage delayed 
four commuter trains and caused cancellation of a fifth. 

PC go l fers C e l e b r a t e - T h e Penn Central Golf 
League of Collinwood, Ohio, held its annual banquet re
cently and honored tournament winners, all employes in 
the Collinwood Locomotive Shop. In front row are Ray 
Monday, machinist; Fred Grisafo, electrician; John Lan-
don, electrician. In rear are Edward Duffy, foreman, 
wheel shop; James Hyland, machinist; Bruce Carpenter, 
foreman, engine shop. 

Action at Cal-Sag—Penn Central's industrial acre
age 15 miles southwest of Chicago, named the Cal-Sag 
Industrial District, becomes active with the construc
tion of a huge warehousing and distribution center by 
J. Robert Carlton. He is leasing the structure to the 
Whirlpool Corporation. The $4 1/2-million building, cover
ing 465,000 square feet, is located on the Indiana Harbor 
Belt, a railroad affiliate of Penn Central. It will have in
terior rail sidings with capacity for 28 freight cars, plus 
loading docks for 34 trucks. 

Three other national companies are planning to build 
on this 480-acre industral area, reported Ross Spalding, 
PC manager of industrial development at Chicago. 

Railroad Unity—Railroads need to work together 
to a greater degree than ever before, David C. Bevan, 
chairman of Penn Central's finance committee, told a 
meeting of railroad treasury officers. 

"United we could prosper," he said, "but divided we 
are continuing to struggle." He stressed the need for an 
industry-wide policy on public support of passenger ser
vice. A decade from now, he said, will almost certainly 
be too late to bring order into mass transportation. "Ac
tion is required now," he declared, "to provide sufficient 
public funds if railroads are to meet passenger service 
needs." 

S e a w a y Still in the r ed -When Congress au
thorized construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway ten 
years ago, it specified that the waterway was to pay all 
its costs and interest over a 50-year period. Opponents, 
including the railroads, warned that the Seaway would 
not pay its own way and would become a burden on the 
taxpayers. The latest financial report of the Seaway bears 
out the warning. 

None of the $125,000,000 construction cost has been 
paid back to the Government. In addition, the Seaway 
is $18,000,000 behind on its interest payments. During 
1967, the Seaway needed $8,800,000 to meet its costs of 
operations, depreciation and interest. Its revenues fell 
$2,700,000 short of that. 

Special food trains-Unit trains, faster than 
trucks and cheaper than airplanes, will become the new 
pattern for food distribution in America. So predicts 
Thomas A. Goodfellow, president of the Association of 
American Railroads. These trains, he said, will operate 
"like a series of conveyors, bringing low cost and reliable 
transportation to every important sector of the United 
States." With the rapid growth in population, he added, 
railroads will enlarge "their present role as an efficient 
conveyor between farm, factory and market." 

N e w industrial park-More freight for Penn 
Central people to handle will come from a 500-acre in
dustrial park being developed in West Seneca, near Buf
falo, N.Y. Penn Central is sponsoring the development 
with West Seneca Industrial Park, Inc. About 200 acres 
were formerly PRR's Ebenezer Yard, no longer used for 
railroad operations. 

"This new park will offer opportunities for greater in
dustrial growth in the Buffalo area," said Desmond C. 
Gotschall, the Penn Central manager of industrial devel
opment. 

Commuter service c h a n g e s — An increase in 
number of express runs and improved spacing between 
trains went into effect on the Philadelphia-Media com
muter line last month. Penn Central also filed new fares 
and ticketing arrangements for its six commuter lines in 
the Philadelphia area. The changes are expected to in
crease annual revenue by $425,000. However, Penn Cen
tral is obligated to spend $725,000 for new equipment and 
other improvements under its contract with the South
eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, which 
operates the commuter service. 

"As an employee I would like to 
comment on the article, 'What's the 
story on passenger service? in the 
November issue. The article is very 
well written, in a way that is easy to 
read and understand. If this type of 
article would appear in our daily pa
pers, I believe it would enlighten 
everyone regarding passenger ser
vice."—Mrs. Helen L. Gardner, ste
nographer, Freight Sales, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

"Congratulations on your recent 
award from the Association of Rail
road Editors for your publication."— 
Daniel J. Edelman, Chicago. 

"I received my copy of the Penn 
Central Post, and the least I can say 
is I am thrilled. I retired in 1959 
from Columbus, Ohio, as yard con
ductor. As I lean back and enjoy my 
retirement. I sometimes wish I were 
back on the job. I suppose you might 
say I was, and am, just in love with 
the old Pennsylvania Railroad. Be 
sure to see that my name stays on 
your mailing list."—S. R. Gibboney, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

"Just a brief note in appreciation 
of my name continuing on your mail
ing list. After serving for some 44 
years in the Boston office of the 
Penna. R.R. in Traffic Sales, Freight, 
it is wonderful to get this magazine. 
It is read thoroughly from cover to 
cover. Was retired in 1961, and since 
then have been endeavoring to serve 
my Lord in missionary work."— 
James W. Gibb. Boston, Mass. 

"My family does not work for the 
railroad, but I do have a friend and 
when he's done with his Penn Cen
tral Post he always gives it to me. It's 
better than any paper I have ever 
read. Am hoping to soon become a 
shareholder of Penn Central stock." 
—Paul D. Brannigan, age 12, Flush-
ing, N.Y. 

"I am one of those railroad fans. 
Recently I picked up a copy of the 
Penn Central Post and enjoyed read
ing it. I am asking if my name can 
be put on the mailing list."—Walter 
E. Edwards, Osceola Mills, Pa. 

Non-employes may subscribe at 
a cost of $2 for two years. 
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The Penn Central publishes this tab
loid magazine for its employes. Ad
dress any communications to Penn 
Central Post, 6 Penn Center Plaza, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19104. 

M A N A G E R — E M P L O Y E P U B L I C A T I O N S 

Joseph Shallit 

S T A F F W R I T E R S 

Joseph K. Harvey 
Mike Avenenti 

S T A F F P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Nelson M. Stickler 

C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R S 

William E. Baird, Pittsburgh 
Joseph R. Ewing, Washington 
Kevin H. Hannon, Syracuse 
Fred A. Huber, Jr., Detroit 

Farwell C. Rhodes, Indianapolis 
John E. Salter, New York 
Robert W. Schuette, Boston 

Frederic H. Woolfall, Cleveland 



Out of the past 
Said Lorne N. Money, freight 
agent at Watertown, N.Y.: 

"We looked around and saw we 
had quite a bit of history in our own 
backyard. 

"So we all got together and 
formed a club." 

It's called the Railway Historical 
Society of Northern New York. It's 
composed of 115 railfans, most of 
them Penn Central employes. The 
majority live in the Watertown 
area, 75 miles west of Syracuse. 

The club has leased a freight sta
tion no longer in use at Brownville, 
N.Y. It stands beside the former 
New York Central freight line run
ning between Watertown and Lim
erick. 

"We're restoring it and decorating 
it, so it'll look just as it did in the 
early 1900's," said Floyd C. Daven
port, a Penn Central traveling agent 
and secretary-treasurer of the club. 

Prize acquisition is the safe of the old 
Rome, Water town and Ogdensburg RR. 

"We intend to make it look as if 
the station agent just walked out 
and left everything exactly the way 
it was." 

"We're starting out on a shoe
string," said another club member, 
John B. Hitchcock, who is a Penn 
Central division superintendent. 

"We've got a little working capital, 
but a lot of enthusiasm and plenty 
of elbow grease to work with." 

"And I'll bet there aren't many 
railfan clubs with their own rail
road station for a clubhouse," of-
ered Mildred G. Crossman, assistant 
agent at Philadelphia, N.Y. 

It's a three-room building. One 
room will be made into a museum. 
The second will be a meeting room 
and library. The third will be an 
office and storage room. 

The members are hunting for rail
road mementoes from the past cen
tury. They've already landed one 
big prize—the 5700-pound office 
safe of the old Rome, Watertown 
and Ogdensburg Railroad. 

They have acquired railroad lan
terns approximately 100 years old 
and timetables and waybills dating 
back to the 1870's. The station still 
contains its original desk and tele
graph key. 

A woman whose father was a rail
roader donated money to have the 
meeting room paneled. 

"We'll invite other rail clubs to 
meet in our quarters—we want to 
acquaint them with the wonderful 
past of railroading," said Robert W. 
Planty, assistant agent at Gouver-
neur, N.Y. 

Curator of the museum section is 
Clifford A. Butterfield, train dis
patcher at Watertown. He invites 
Penn Central employes to join the 
club. 

"We'd like to have, as many mem
bers as possible," he said. "We'll also 
gladly accept loans or donations of 

Penn Central rai l fans leased this station at Brownvil le, N.Y., for headquarters. 

F.C. Davenport, Penn Central traveling 
agent, cleans up the station's grounds. 

railroad photographs, timetables, 
documents and other mementoes of 
the old days of railroading." 

Those interested may write to Mr. 
Butterfield at P.O. Box 97, Brown
ville, N.Y. 13615. 

Club's officers go over records. They in
vite other Penn Central employes to join. 

It could have been a sad trip 
for the visitors from Japan. But 
Francis J. Costello, a conduc
tor on the Harlem Division, 
gave it a happy ending. 

"Six of us got on the train at 
White Plains, N.Y., to go to 
Grand Central Terminal," 
wrote one of the visitors after 
returning to Japan—Professor 
Naoyoshi Horikawa, professor 
of communications at Seijo Uni
versity, Tokyo. 

"I left my camera on the 
train and Mr. Costello hurried 
to the platform to find me and 
return it to me. We walked 
about 50 yards and found him 
hurrying after is again. This 
time it was for another gentle
man who had left his impor
tant notebook on the train. 

"At this crowded station, he 
twice made efforts to return 
the things left. The film in the 
camera could not be replaced, 
and the contents of the note
book could not be bought with 
money. 

"Please imagine how much 
we appreciated." 

That bit of extra effort by a 
Penn Central employe is noted 
in a letter from George Near-
pass, general traffic manager of 
Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

"In these hectic days of try
ing to smooth out the oper
ations of the merged railroads," 
Mr. Nearpass wrote, "you are 
indeed fortunate in having a 
dedicated employe such as 
Jerry Kutche, yardmaster at 
Transfer Yard in Indianapolis. 

"Mr. Kutche has given of his 
own time on many occasions to 
make sure our facilities have 
been properly switched, sup
plying sufficient equipment 
with the least possible delay. 
At times, when we request the 
impossible, he has the know-
how to get the job done. 

"Congratulations to a very 
special employe with an undy
ing attitude of cooperation." 

To our Patient, 
Kindly, Indulgent Readers: 

Warmest Wishes 
for the New Year 

from the Penn Central Post 
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A thank-you from Japan 



PENN C E N T R A L 

POST 
6 P E N N C E N T E R P L A Z A 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 1 9 1 0 4 


