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ELECTRIFICATION OF THE DETROIT TUNNEL LINES 
OF THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD 

ONE OF THE^IOO-TON LOCOMOTIVES WITH P A S S E N G E R TRAIN IN DETROIT TERMINAL 

The Michigan Central Railroad tunnels 
under the Detroit river between Detroit and 
Windsor were placed in operation in October, 
1910. The electric zone includes all of the 
trackage between the two passenger stations 
in Detroit and 'Windsor. The total length of 
route is about 4 1/2 miles and at the present 
time includes 28 1/2 miles of track, all of which 
is equipped with 600-volt underrunning third 
rail. This mileage includes not only the 
station and tunnel lines but also an extensive 
yard trackage for making up trains. 

In addition to the substation supplying 
power to the third rail, there are also facilities 
at the Detroit end for shop repairs and 

inspection and a small inspection shed on the 
Canadian side. Circuit breakers for control 
and sectionalizing the third rail feeders are 
installed in the signal towers. The capacity 
of the tunnel as now operated is estimated at 
247,000 tons per day. During the year 1925, 
the ten locomotives then in service were 
credited with 319,012 miles. The annual 
freight movement in both directions through 
this tunnel approximates 58,000,000 ton 
miles. The annual passenger traffic approxi­
mates 320,000 car miles. 

Westbound freight trains are made up with 
a maximum of 2000 to 2100 tons and are 
handled up a 2 per cent grade. The eastbound 


