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D e m u r r a g e R u l e s . 
I n e f f e c t A p r i l 1, 1 9 I O. 

R U L E i . 

CARS S U B J E C T TO R U L E S . 

C a r s held for or by consignors or consignees for loading, unloading, f o r w a r d i n g directions, 
or for a n y other purpose, are subject to these demurrage rules, except as f o l l o w s : 

(a) C a r s loaded w i t h l ive stock. 
(b) E m p t y cars placed for loading coal at mines or mine sidings, or coke at coke ovens. 
( c ) E m p t y private cars stored on c a r r i e r ' s or private tracks , provided such cars have not 

been placed or tendered for loading on the orders of a shipper. 

N O T E . — P r i v a t e cars w h i l e i n ra i l road service, whether on carr ier ' s or private tracks , are subject to 
these demurrage rules to the same extent as cars of railroad ownership. 

( E m p t y private cars are i n ra i l road service f r o m the time they a r c placed by the c a r r i e r for loading 
or tendered for loading on the orders of a shipper. P r i v a t e cars under lading are in ra i l road service unt i l 
the lading i s removed and cars are regularly released. C a r s w h i c h belong to a n industry performing its o w n 
switching service are in ra i l road service f rom the time they are placed by the industry upon designated inter
change tracks and thereby tendered to the c a r r i e r for movement. I f such cars are subsequently returned 
empty they are out of service when w i t h d r a w n by the industry from the interchange; i f returned under load, 
ra i l road service is not at an end unt i l the lading is duly removed.) 

R U L E 2. 

F R E E T I M E ALLOWED. 

( a ) F o r t y - e i g h t hours ( t w o d a y s ) free t ime w i l l be a l lowed for loading or unloading on 
a l l commodities. 

(b) T w e n t y - f o u r hours (one d a y ) free t ime w i l l be a l l o w e d : 
1. W h e n cars are held for reconsignment or s w i t c h i n g orders. 
2. W h e n cars destined for del ivery to or for f o r w a r d i n g by a connecting l ine are held for 

s u r r e n d e r of b i l l of l a d i n g or for p a y m e n t of l a w f u l f re ight charges. 
3. W h e n cars are held i n t rans i t and placed for inspection or grading . 
(c) C a r s containing freight for transshipment to vessel w i l l be al lowed such free t ime at 

the ports as m a y be provided i n the tar i f fs o f the carr iers . 

R U L E 3. 

COMPUTING T I M E . 

N O T E . — I n computing time Sundays and legal hol idays (nat ional , state, and m u n i c i p a l ) w i l l be excluded. 
W h e n a legal holiday fal ls on a Sunday, the fo l lowing M o n d a y w i l l be excluded. 

(a) O n cars held for loading, t ime w i l l be computed f r o m the f irst 7 a. m . after place
ment on public-del ivery t r a c k s . 

(b) O n cars held for orders, time w i l l be computed f r o m the first 7 a. m . after the day 
on w h i c h notice o f a r r i v a l is sent to consignee. O n cars held for unloading, t ime w i l l be com
puted f r o m the first 7 a. m . after placement on public-delivery t racks and after the day on w h i c h 
notice of a r r i v a l is sent to consignee. 



(c) O n cars containing freight in bond, t ime w i l l be computed f rom the first 7 a. m . after 
permit to receive goods is issued to consignees by U n i t e d States collector of customs. 

(d) O n cars containing freight subject to state inspection t ime w i l l be computed f r o m the 
first 7 a. m . after inspection by state officials. 

(e) O n cars to be delivered on any other than public-delivery tracks t ime w i l l be computed 
f r o m the first 7 a. m . after actual or constructive placement on such t racks . See r u l e 4 ( N o t i f i c a 
t ion) and rules 5 and 6 ( C o n s t r u c t i v e p l a c e m e n t ) . 

(f) O n cars to be delivered on interchange tracks of industr ia l plants p e r f o r m i n g their 
o w n s w i t c h i n g service t ime w i l l be computed f r o m the first 7 a. m . fo l lowing actual or con
structive placement on such interchange t r a c k s unt i l re turn thereto. See rule 4 ( N o t i f i c a t i o n ) 
and rules 5 and 6 ( C o n s t r u c t i v e p lacement) . C a r s returned loaded w i l l not be recorded released 
unt i l necessary b i l l i n g instructions are given. 

R U L E 4. 

NOTIFICATION. 

(a) Consignee shal l be notified by c a r r i e r ' s agent in w r i t i n g , or as otherwise agreed to 
by carr ier and consignee, w i t h i n twenty- four hours after a r r i v a l o f cars and b i l l i n g at destina
tion, such notice to contain point of shipment, car init ia ls and numbers, and the contents, and, 
i f t r a n s f e r r e d i n transit , t h " init ials and number of the or ig ina l car. I n case car is not placed 
on public-del ivery t r a c k w a n i n twenty-four hours after notice of a r r i v a l has been sent, a notice 
of placement shal l be g iven to consignee. 

(b) W h e n cars are ordered stopped i n transi t the party order ing the cars stopped shal l 
be notified upon a r r i v a l of cars at point of stoppage. 

(c) D e l i v e r y of cars upon private or i n d u s t r i a l interchange tracks , or w r i t t e n notice to 
consignee of readiness to so deliver, w i l l constitute notification thereof to consignee. 

R U L E 5. 

P L A C I N G CARS FOR UNLOADING. 

(a) W h e n del ivery of cars consigned or ordered to private or industr ia l interchange tracks 
can not be made, on account of the act or neglect o f the consignee, or the inabil i ty of consignee 
to receive, del ivery w i l l be considered to have been made w h e n the cars were tendered. T h e 
carr ier ' s agent must give the consignee w r i t t e n notice of al l cars he has been unable to deliver 
because of the condition of the pr ivate or interchange t racks or because of other conditions 
attributable to consignee. T h i s w i l l be considered constructive placement. See rule 4 ( N o t i f i 
cat ion) . 

(6) W h e n del ivery can not be made on specially designated public-delivery tracks , on 
account of such t racks being f u l l y occupied, or f r o m other cause beyond the control of the car
r ier , the del ivery w i l l be made at the nearest available point accessible to the consignee and 
the consignee so notified. 

R U L E 6. 

CARS FOR LOADING. 

(a) C a r s for loading w i l l be considered placed w h e n such cars are actual ly placed or held 
on orders of the consignor. I n the latter case the agent must give the consignor w r i t t e n notice 
of a l l cars w h i c h he has been unable to place because of condition of the pr ivate t r a c k or 

because of other conditions attributable to the consignor. T h i s w i l l be considered constructive 
placement. 

(i) W h e n empty cars , placed for loading on orders, are not used, demurrage w i l l be 
charged f r o m the first 7 a. m . after placing or tender unt i l released, w i t h no t ime al lowance. 

R U L E 7. 

DEMURRAGE CHARGE. 

A f t e r the expirat ion of the free t ime a l lowed, a charge of $ 1 per car per day, or fraction 
of a day, w i l l be made u n t i l car is released. 

R U L E 8. 

C L A I M S . 

N o demurrage charges shal l be assessed under these rules for detention of cars through 
causes named below. I f , through error , demurrage charges afre assessed or collected under such 
conditions, they shal l be promptly canceled or refunded by the c a r r i e r . 

CAUSES. 
(a) W e a t h e r interference. 
1. W h e n the condition of the weather d u r i n g the prescribed free t ime is such as to make 

it impossible to employ men or teams in loading or unloading, or impossible to place freight 
i n cars , or to move it f r o m cars, without serious i n j u r y to the freight. 

2. W h e n shipments are frozen so as to prevent unloading d u r i n g the prescribed free t ime, 
or w h e n , because of h igh w a t e r or snowdri f ts , it is impossible to get to cars for loading or 
unloading d u r i n g the prescribed free time. 

(b) B u n c h i n g . 
1. Cars for loading.—When, by reason of delay or i r r e g u l a r i t y of the c a r r i e r in f i l l ing 

orders, cars are bunched and placed for loading i n accumulated numbers in excess of dai ly 
orders, the shipper shal l be a l lowed such free t ime for loading as he w o u l d have been entitled 
to had the cars been placed for loading as ordered. 

2. Cars for unloading or reconsigning.—When, as a direct result of the act or neglect 
of c a r r i e r s , cars destined for one consignee, at one point, and transported v i a the same route, 
are bunched i n transi t and delivered i n accumulated numbers i n excess of dai ly shipments, c l a i m 
to be presented to the c a r r i e r ' s agent before the expirat ion of the free time. T h e consignee shal l 
be a l lowed such free t ime as he w o u l d have been entitled to h a d the cars been delivered i n 
accordance w i t h the dai ly rate of shipment. 

( c ) D e m a n d of overcharge. 
W h e n the carr ier ' s agent demands the payment of transportation charges i n excess o f tar i f f 

authority . 
(d) D e l a y e d or improper notice by c a r r i e r . 

N O T E . — W h e n notice has been given i n substantial compliance w i t h the requirements as specified by the 

rules, the consignee shal l not thereafter have the r ight to ca l l i n question the sufficiency of such notice unless 

w i t h i n twenty-four hours after receiving the same he shal l serve upon the del iver ing c a r r i e r a f u l l written 

statement of his objections to the sufficiency of said notice. 

(e) R a i l r o a d errors or omissions. 



R U L E 9. 

AVERAGE AGREEMENT. 

W h e n a shipper or receiver enters into the fo l lowing agreement, the charge for detention 
to cars, provided for by rule 7, on a l l cars he ld for loading or unloading by such shipper or 
receiver shal l be computed on the basis of the average t ime of detention to a l l such cars 
d u r i n g each calendar month, such average detention to be computed as f o l l o w s : 

( a ) A credit o f one day w i l l be a l lowed for each car released w i t h i n the first twenty- four 
hours of free time. A debit of one day w i l l be charged for each twenty- four hours or fract ion 
thereof that a car is detained beyond the f irst forty-eight hours o f free t ime. I n no case shal l 
more than one day's credit be a l lowed on any one car , and in no case shal l more than seven 
days ' credits be applied in cancellation of debits accru ing on any one car . 

(b) A t the end of the calendar month the total number of days credited w i l l be deducted 
f r o m the total number of days debited, and $ 1 per day charged for the remainder. I f the 
credits equal or exceed the debits, no charge w i l l be made for the detention of the cars , and 
no payment w i l l be made to shippers or receivers on account of such excess of credits, nor 
shal l the credits i n excess of the debits of a n y one month be considered i n computing the 
average detention for another month. 

( c ) Credi ts earned on cars belonging to one class o f equipment shal l not be used i n off
setting debits a c c r u i n g on cars "belonging to a different class of equipment. F o r the purpose 
of a p p l y i n g this provis ion, cars shal l be deemed to consist of two c lasses: ( 1 ) B o x cars , inc lud
i n g refr igerator c a r s ; ( 2 ) freight cars of a l l other descriptions. 

(d) A shipper or receiver who elects to take advantage of this average agreement shal l 
not be entitled to cancellation or re fund of demurrage charges under sections a and b of rule 8. 

(e) A shipper or receiver who elects to take advantage of this average agreement may be 
required to give sufficient security to the c a r r i e r for the payment of balances against h i m at the 
end of each month. 

Agreement. 

To Railroad Company: 

I n accordance w i t h the terms of ru le 9 of the R a i l r o a d Company 
reading as f o l l o w s : 

( I n s e r t r u l e 9 i n agreement.) 
I ( o r w e ) do express ly agree w i t h the above-named r a i l r o a d company that I ( o r w e ) w i l l 

make prompt payment of a l l car service charges accru ing i n accordance w i t h such rule d u r i n g 
the continuance of this agreement on cars held for loading or unloading by me ( o r u s ) or on 
m y ( o r o u r ) account at station of the above-named ra i l road company. T h i s 
agreement is to take effect , 191 , and to continue u n t i l terminated by 
th ir ty days ' w r i t t e n notice to the r a i l r o a d company. 

A p p r o v e d and accepted by and on behalf of the above-named r a i l r o a d company by 




