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- W O mighty C E N T U R I O N S of today —the 
Chicago Century of Progress of 1934 and the Tiventieth Cen­
tury Limited, of the New York Central Lines. Two Centuries 
that meld into one. Each is representative of the progress of 
this swiftly moving age. Each typifies the highest advancement 
of man — the one in science and in industry; the other in swift, 
dependable transport. 

Chicago's Century of Progress typifies, in full degree, the 
growth and ad vancement of the great city at the head of Lake 
Michigan - .. in no small degree, the wonder city of the 
world. TS One hundred years ago and the edge of 

the broad lake was swamp and morass — marked only by the 
lonely Fort Dearborn, at the very point where the Chicago 
River debouched into the waters of the lake. 

One hundred years ago and there was no Twentieth Century 
Limited. But in 1833 there was a New York Central Railroad, 
although under a different name. The road — a part of the 
main stem of the New York Central of this very day — was 
then known as the Mohawk & Hudson and it only reached 
from Albany to Schenectady, seventeen miles. Yet over it — 
in 1833 — there was a steady and increasing service of both 
passenger and freight trains and people came from miles around 

just for the pleasure of riding upon this 
strange new toy — the railroad. . . . 
Two years earlier the operation of the 
Mohawk & Hudson had first begun, 
with the small American-built locomo­
tive DelVitt Clinton hauling three small 
coaches — looking very much like high­
way stage coaches, from which they 
were modeled—from Albany to Sche­
nectady and back, and at what was then 
regarded as a breath-taking pace. 

From these rather simple begin­
nings, progress was swiit indeed. By 
1836, the iron horse wTas making his 
daily trips between Schenectady and 
Utica, 78 miles; and seven years later 
one could go upon the railroad cars all 
the way from Albany to Buffalo, three 
hundred miles; even though several 
changes of cars were required at inter­
mediate points and nearly twenty-lour 
hours consumed in the journey. 

Here were the beginnings of the 
New York Central Railroad, which 
was incorporated under that title in 
1853, and took under its wings a dozen 
or more small railroads between A l ­
bany and Buffalo and Niagara Falls. 

The Grand Central Terminal. New York—The Gateway to a Continent. 




