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Future of Rails 

Threatened by 

Claims Case 
N e w York Cen t ra l peop le 

have t aken an act ive p a r t in the 
defense the nat ion 's ra i l roads are 
p resen t ing against huge govern­
m e n t " repa ra t i ons " c la ims wh ich 
if g ran ted wou ld t h rea ten the 
fu tu re of the ra i l i ndus t ry . 

The ra i l roads, wh i ch m a d e 
ag reemen ts w i t h the gove rnmen t 
on ra tes and hau led m u c h gov­
e r n m e n t w a r f re ight at lower-
than -commerc ia l ra tes, deny 
Jus t i ce D e p a r t m e n t a l legat ions 
tha t t he gove rnmen t was over­
charged for ra i l serv ice. 

The case is be ing heard by the 
ICC. If dec ided against the ra i l ­
roads, it wou ld m e a n in m a n y 
cases ra i l roads no t on ly hau led 
g o v e r n m e n t f re ight f ree of 
charge bu t ac tua l ly paid, w h e n 
the i r huge w a r t i m e t a x pay­
men ts a re considered, for the 
pr iv i lege of hau l i ng it. 

Gus tav Metzman, NYC Pres i ­
dent , testif ied in the case, po int ­
ing out, in add i t ion to t he in­
jus t ice of the claims, the cr ip­
p l ing effects they wou ld h a v e on 
the ra i l i ndus t ry . (See page 16.) 

A. H. Wr ight , NYC Vice Pres i ­
dent , re t i red, and J. P . Pa t te rson , 
Gene ra l F re igh t Traffic Man­
ager, also testif ied. 

A Very Happy 
Holiday Season 

To All Members of the 

New York Central Family 

THE holiday season finds us once more with "peace 
on earth," and a bounteous measure of "good 

will to men." Let us each do all we can to make it 
be true, and continue to be true. 

The past year brought its sorrows and disappoint­
ments but it also brought many blessings for which 
we can be reverently grateful. Most of us still enjoy 
good health. Our nation's standard of living con­
tinues to improve. There has been no further serious 
encroachment on the vital freedoms that have made 
our nation the best place to live in the entire world. 

In this time of joy fulness and reverence, I am 
happy to have the pleasure of thanking you once 
more for your excellent cooperation during the past 
year, and to extend my appreciation for your help in 
meeting the new and interesting challenges to come. 

And again I extend to you and to all members of 
your family my very best wishes for a very joyous 
Christmas and a New Year filled with happiness and 
satisfaction. May all good things be yours through 
the year and through the years to come. 

G. METZMAN 
President 

More Called Back to Shops 
Abou t 550 employes—fur-

loughed du r i ng the s u m m e r 
because the Cent ra l ' s f re ight 
bus iness had s lumped—were 
cal led back to w o r k at New York 
Cen t ra l f re ight car repa i r lo­
cat ions last mon th . 

T h e m e n w e r e cal led back be­
cause of an increased demand 
for gondola cars resu l t ing from 
resumpt ion of s tee lmak ing oper­
at ions. 

A n ear l ie r cal l -back, p lanned 
for October 3, had been b locked 
b y the shu tdown of coal min ing . 

P res iden t Gus tav Me tzman 

po in ted out to employes tha t t he 
coal and steel s t r i kes had deal t 
a severe b low to NYC fre ight 
traffic, coming at a t ime w h e n 
the v o l u m e of our f re ight busi­
ness h a d a l ready dec l ined to a 
ser ious ex ten t . 

"A l l of us w a n t to see p len ty 
of w o r k in our shops to keep al l 
our m e n on the job , " Mr. Metz­
m a n said, "bu t tha t depends on 
ma in ta i n i ng a h igh leve l of traf­
fic. A n y t h i n g any of us can do 
to get m o r e bus iness for the 
Cen t ra l w i l l be a fu r the r boost 
for Cen t ra l jobs . " 

Winners Next Month 

In Big Safety Contest 

T h e en t r i es a r e al l in. P r e t t y 
soon the j udges wi l l be, too. 
T h e y have h u n d r e d s of sugges­
t ions to go t h r o u g h before they 
can dec ide t h e w i n n e r s in the 
HEADLIGHT safe ty car toon contest, 
wh i ch closed Nov. 30 

We hope to announce t he w in ­
ne rs in n e x t mon th ' s issue. 
Meanwh i l e w e w ish t he best of 
luck to al l en t ran ts . No t every ­
one can win, bu t w e hope al l 
who t r ied feel t hey h a v e ga ined 
ex t ra safety-consciousness by so 
doing. I t 's a good th ing to have . 

3,700 Enrolled 

In Supervisory 

Course by Mail 
Less t h a n t h r e e m o n t h s af ter 

i ts first announcemen t , t he Cen­
t ra l ' s co r respondence course for 
superv isors , en t i t led " B e a Bet­
te r Boss," h a d a t t rac ted u p w a r d s 
of 3,700 enro l lees, Pe rsonne l De­
p a r t m e n t records show. 

Men and w o m e n f rom eve ry 
superv i so ry ca tegory h a v e 
flocked to s ign u p for t he course, 
wh ich b r i ngs a ser ies of ten les­
sons in to t h e superv isor ' s h o m e 
by mai l , to be s tud ied and then 
app l ied in w o r k i n g out quizzes 
at t he end of each lesson. 

En thus ias t i c commen ts have 
been rece ived f rom m a n y of t he 
people tak ing t he course. T h e y 
h a v e found it " in te res t ing , " 
" v e r y he lpfu l , " "easy to read , " 
and " r igh t down t h e a l ley for a 
ra i l road man , " to quo te a few of 
t he reac t ions rece ived by the 
Pe rsonne l D e p a r t m e n t . 
Still O p e n to Enrol lment 

" I a m look ing fo rwa rd to the 
fu tu re ass ignments , " w r o t e 
Thomas C. Davis , Ass is tant to 
Compt ro l le r , N e w York , in ma i l ­
ing in h is answers to t he quiz 
conc lud ing the first i ns ta l lment . 
Upon rece ip t of each comple ted 
quiz, t h e n e x t i ns ta l lmen t is 
ma i led to t h e enro l lee, t oge the r 
w i t h cor rec t ions of a n y e r ro rs in 
h is quiz answers . 

NYC peop le emp loyed in su­
perv i so ry capaci t ies can st i l l en­
ro l l for t he course s imp ly by 
send ing name , occupat ion, loca­
t ion, depa r tmen t , and h o m e ad­
dress to Pe rsonne l D e p a r t m e n t , 
Rom 519, 466 Lex ing ton Avenue , 
N e w Yo rk 17, N. Y. 

The course wi l l be conduc ted 
b e t w e e n the Pe rsonne l Depar t ­
m e n t and t h e ind iv idua l d i rect . 
U p o n successful complet ion, 
those t ak i ng t he course wi l l r e ­
ceive pass-sized cert i f icates test i ­
fy ing to the i r ach ievemen t . T h e 
fact t h a t t h e y h a v e t a k e n t h e 
course also wi l l be en te red i n 
the i r serv ice records. 


