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Vice President 
Wright Retires; 
Dawson in Post 
A L F R E D H . W R I G H T , Vice Presi-

dent of the N e w York Central 
System, retired November 30 after 
47 years of service with the railroad. 
Mr . W r i g h t was an operat ing vice 
president with authority over all lines 
east of Buffalo on the System. 

H e will be succeeded as Vice Presi
dent by Fred A. Dawson . 

J. J . Frawley was appointed General 
Manager , Line Buffalo and East, 
with headquarters at Syracuse. 

J. W . Switzer was appointed As
sistant to General Passenger Traffic 
Manager , Chicago, and S. W . Bone 
was appointed Passenger Traffic Man
ager, Chicago. 

T . E. Ner land was appointed Gen
eral Passenger Agent, Chicago. 

Mr . Dawson, who was born in 
Lima, Ohio , in 1891, first entered 
the Central 's service in 1910 as a 
clerk in the Freight Transportat ion 
office at Indianapolis , Ind. H e received 
a number of promotions there, the last 
of which was his appointment in 1937 
as Superintendent, Freight Transporta
tion. In 1942 he was appointed Su
perintendent, Terminal Division, at 
Cincinnati . 

T h e following year Mr . Dawson was furloughed by the railroad for gov-

ernment service as associated D e p u t y 
Solid Fuels Administrator for W a r , at 
Washington, D . C. Returning to the 

(Conc luded on page nine) 

F A I T H 
To the New York Central Family 

A S we commemorate once again the Birth of the 
Man of Peace we realize that this, more than 
ever, is a Christmas of Faith. 

Of Faith that Men of Good Will can somehow find 
the way to full achievement of the message: "Peace on 
Earth, Good Will to Men." 

Of Faith that all our tomorrows will be better than 
our yesterdays, for Faith has been our strength in the 
past and it is our hope for the future. 

It is in this spirit that I extend my warm apprecia
tion and sincere thanks for your fine work in upholding 
our traditions of public service. 

And it is in this spirit that I wish to you and all your 
family a very joyous Christmas and a New Year filled 
with happiness. 

G. METZMAN 
President 

Central's New Gulf Cutoff Operating; 
Main Bed of the Mohawk River is Shifted 

-Let's Know the Facts-

Reducing Freight Claim Damage 

Can Increase Your Job Security 
Another in a Series by G. Metzman, President-

MO S T of us know how important it is to keep our customers— 
and to keep them just as happy as we possibly can. 

If we gain shippers and passengers, that means more business and 
more jobs. If we lose customers, however, that means less business 
and fewer jobs. Therefore, your own job security may depend on 

how well we succeed in pleasing our shippers 
and receivers of freight and our passengers. 

One of the things which most annoys our 
freight customers these days is the heavy loss and 
damage to their goods while moving from 
factory to warehouse. Tha t is something which 
helps nobody, and hurts everybody. 

T h e Central must pay for this loss and dam
age. This hurts our financial showing. It also reduces the amount of 
money we can spend for new facilities and new equipment which 
help to make your job run smoother. 

Our freight customers suffer likewise. They can't keep their own 
customers happy with a smashed washing machine or a broken radio, 
for example. An d it's also irritating to our shippers and receivers 
of freight to count on selling something which is lost or broken 
before it can be sold. 

But if this freight does arrive safely— 
T h e Central gains, through reduced loss and damage payments; 
Our own customers gain, because they have more goods to sell 

and are much happier; and 
You gain, because both the Central and our customers are better 

off, and because every extra product which reaches the store shelves 
helps fight inflation—by providing more things for your money to 
buy. 

That ' s why doing everything we can to he lp improve our freight 
loss and damage situation is important to all of us. 

$7.73 Claim Loss Per $700 

OF every $100 we received for moving freight in 1942, we had to 

pay out 42 cents in freight claims. But in the first nine months 

(Conc luded on page twelve) 

Climaxing another feat of mod

ern railway engineering, the N e w 

York Central System opened at 

Little Falls, N . Y., November 19, 

an elaborate, $2,500,000 con

struction project, which changes 

the course of the Mohawk River 

and eliminates a sharp curve in 

the Central 's busy four-track main 

line. 

Mayor Clifton E. Wagone r of 

Little Falls and railroad officials 

participated in a brief, informal 

r ibbon-snapping ceremony as the 

first two tracks were placed in 

operation early in the afternoon 

to permit the westbound Empire 

State Express to inaugurate regu

lar service over the new cutoff. 
T h e newest Central improvement 

project—part of a postwar program al
ready involving commitments totaling 
about $200,000,000—is at a relatively 
narrow, 500-yard cleft in the Appalach
ians. Squeezing through this Mohawk 
Valley pass are the Central 's main 

Cows 36 Inches High 
Startle Expressmen 

E M P L O Y E S at the Buffalo, N . Y.. 
Railway Express terminal were 

startled recently by a shipment of 
wooden crates containing cattle, 
none of which were more than 36 
inches high. 

The owner, O . C . Jensen of Elba, 
N . Y„ who was on hand to meet 
them, explained that they were 
thoroughbred Irish Dexter cattle he 
had purchased in Decorah, I . The 
thousand-year old breed originally 
came from Kerry County, Ireland, 
where they never got much to eat 
and finally developed into a pure
bred strain of small size. Forty years 
ago, the first of these cattle were 
imported into the United States. 

Their milk has a fat content up 
to five per cent; they are generally 
much cheaper to raise than other 
kinds and the beef is fully as good 
as angus or other species. Pull 
grown, they weigh as much as 1,200 
pounds, but attain a height of no 
more than 36 inches. 

tracks, the separate tracks of the Cen
tral 's Wes t Shore Railroad, the Mo
hawk River, the N e w York State 
Barge Canal, and a State highway, 
which also will be straightened when 
the old railroad tracks are removed. 

Extensive advance planning, and 14 
months of large scale construction 
were required for the job of reducing 
the Central 's "Gulf Curve" from seven 
degrees and 24 minutes to only one 
degree and 30 minutes. T h e new tracks 
will permit train operation at regular 
speed, whereas the old curve—ordained 
by the Mohawk 's original course—had 
necessitated a "slow order" of 45 miles 
per hour . 

$50,000,000 Improvements 

The Little Falls project is one of 
numerous roadway and structures im
provements underway on the Central, 
involving expenditures or commitments 
of about $50,000,000 for the 1945-48 
period. T h e railroad also has received 
or ordered dur ing the same period new 
rolling stock and motive power costing 
approximately $ 150,000,000—bringing 
its postwar improvements total to 
around $200,000,000, including about 
$60,000,000 of new passenger cars. 

T h e new embankment is about 340 
feet south of the former apex of Gulf 
Curve. T h e total length of the new 
section here is 6,300 feet, extending 
from the former east end of Gulf 
Curve to the Little Falls station. O n 
an embankment averaging 65 feet in 
height, the new roadbed lies above the 
old channel of the Mohawk River and 
crosses the former t ip of Moss Island 
—artificially created when the con
struction of the N e w York State Barge 
Canal by-passed the falls from which 
the city receives its name. 

T h e largest part of the project was 
the blasting of the new channel for the 
Mohawk River through Moss Island. 
T o accomplish this, a coffer dam was 
erected at the east end of the opera
tions and a natural rock barrier was 
left at the west end. 

Construction required the excavation 
of some 138,000 cubic yards of ma
terial, mostly gneiss rock. W h e n final
ly opened last June , the Mohawk ' s new 
channel was 20 feet deep at average 
water level, 600 feet long and 150 feet 
wide. 

(Conc luded on page twelve) 

Freight Cars 
Coming Faster, 
Mr. Metzman 
Tells Buffalo 

Freight car production is slowly ris
ing to the point where it is exceeding 
the number of cars scrapped each 
month, G. Metzman, President, N e w 
York Central System, told the Buffalo 
Chamber of Commerce at a luncheon 
meeting in the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, 
November 24. 

The N e w York Central System, it
self, he said, has on order 18,400 new 
freight cars; scores of new passenger 
sleepers which are part of an order for 
720 post-war passenger cars and 315 
units of the most modern motive 
power. The Central 's orders, all placed 
since 1944, involve an expenditure of 
about $150,000,000. Expansion and 
improvement of other facilities will 
add about $50,000,000 to this amount, 
br inging the grand total for the 
Central 's immediate post-war program 
to nearly $200,000,000. Mr . Metz-
man's speech, in part, was as follows: 

It is really an inspiration to come 
to Buffalo. For over a century this 
Great Lakes transportation center and 
the railroads of the Empire State 
have grown together. Once the west
ern terminus of our railroad, Buffalo 
is in the very heart of the greater 
N e w York Central System of today. 
And let me assure you that Buffalo, 
likewise, is deep in our hearts. 

Together we are working to provide 
Buffalo with ever-finer transportation 
service, l inking your city even more 
closely with the markets of the world. 
It is a tremendous job . . . a job call
ing for that kind of teamwork which 
in 1842 brought Buffalo its first 
railroad, The Attica and Buffalo, a 
part of the N e w York Central of 
today. It is a job calling for that same 
kind of teamwork which in the fol
lowing year first made it possible to 
travel from Albany to Buffalo without 
having to change cars more than six 
times! . . . and that same kind of 
teamwork which in 1844, brought into 
being the Buffalo Board of Trade, 
predecessor of your Chamber of Com
merce. Throughout these more than 
one hundred years we have worked 
together in our common interest. 

Today, I want to talk frankly about 
two problems which concern you as 
much as they do the railroads. 

T h e first is the railroad car supply, 
and what the railroads of America 
and we on the N e w York Central, in 
particular, are doing about it. 

The other is what you of indus
try and we of the railroads, working 
together, can do to protect and en
hance the superiority of America's 
transportation system. 

Transportat ion, l inking production 
and consumption, vitally affects prac
tically every phase of American life. 
T h e railroads, as the foremost agency 
of mass transportation, handled in 
1946 almost 7 0 % of all freight traf
fic between cities. And the railroads' 

[Conc luded on page five) 

Henry Shearer, Retired 
V.P., is Dead at 79 

Henry Shearer, who retired in 1937 
as Vice President and General Man
ager of the Michigan Central sec
tion of the N e w York Central Sys
tem, died November 23 in Fort Myers, 
Florida, where he had gone to spend 
the winter . H e was 79. 

H e had been with the Michigan 
Central for 45 years and made his 
home in Detroi t . 

Mr . Shearer is survived by his wife, 
five sons, Frank, Wi l l iam, Carl, John 
and Henry Shearer, J r . ; a daughter, 
Mrs . Louise Haley ; a brother, Frank 
Shearer; nine grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. 
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Vanderbilt Lodge, Division 145, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, recently held its annual dinner-dance in honor 
of its pensioned members, at the Elks C lub, Ossining, New York. Abou t 200, including 25 retired enginemen and their 
families enjoyed a turkey dinner. After short talks to the guests, a floor show was enjoyed by all, followed by danc
ing. Participating in the show were, B. Bronson from the Electric Shop, Mrs. G ladys Palmer, niece of Pat Smith, retired 
Conductor; Mrs. Enid Tubbs, wife of Rollie Tubbs of "466," and G e o r g e E. Teece, Road Foreman of Engines, who also 
acted as Master of Ceremonies. It was truly a New York Central Show. 

A m o n g the guests present were, D. D. Ferris, Master Mechan ic ; V. Gag l ia rd i , Terminal Foreman, Harmon; J . B 
Loberman, Assistant Terminal Foreman, H i ghbr idge ; R. A . Carpenter and W . Cochrane, Road Foremen of Engines; T. 
J. Buckley and J . McDona ld , Assistant Road Foremen of Engines, and Phil Young, retired Terminal Foreman at 
Brewster. 

In Picture—Speakers ' Table, left to right: W . B. Thompson, Secretary-Treasurer; C . B. Crawford* and W . Kennedy, 
Assistant Local Chairmen, W . D. Palmer, Local Cha i rman; T . J . Harkins, Assistant G rand Chief; G . E. Teece, Road Fore
man, Engines; W . J. Lempke, Chief Engineer; W . Cleaver, General Organizer; C . J . Palmer, Member Dinner C o m 
mittee. 

Seated on S tage: R. J. Sharpe, R. B. Buhl, P. Volker, R. E. Bruen, J. T. Gaffney, J. L. Bennett, J . Hughes, A . J . 
Clemens, J. Cassin, E. Krupp and W . Bruen. 

Standing, First Row: W m . Eversman, J. L. Moore, J . Lynch, J. Delaney, R. E. Bloum, S. D. Hoffman, Retired Road 
Foreman, E. Cavanagh , C . Klopp, J . P. Doyle and C . J . Chase. 

Standing, Rear Row: E. Dewals, W . D. Brady and C . H . Lancaster. 

Hudson Engineman Ends 51 Years' Service 

Courtesy Knickerbocker News , Albany. 

Thomas J. Malone, a retiring engineman on the Hudson Division, made his 
last trip November 1. He was born in Albany, October 7, 1877, and entered 
the service M a y 12, 1896. 

O n his arrival at A lbany on his final trip, Station Master S. C . Horton and 
Supt. A . Hart met and congratulated Mr . Malone. Mr . Ma lone was assigned 
to train 40 and the westbound Century. Left to right: Superintendent Hart, 
Engineman Ma lone and Station Master Horton. 

Boston District Dining Car Men Begin Public 
Relations Courses 

NYC Cashier Now 
Fremont City Father 

Stan S. Halm, Cashier at the New 
York Central 's Fremont, Ohio , Freight 
Station, recently was elected City 
Councilman in Fremont on the Demo
cratic ticket. 

Heads Dispatchers 

C . H. Braese 

Public Relations training for employes of the Dining Service Department, Bos
ton District, began Monday, November 10. The program is under the super
vision of the Massachusetts State Department of Education. Meet ings are 
conducted by Group Leaders W a d e Paris, Maurice Beard and Howard Saun
ders. Over 80 percent of the Dining Service Department employes in other 
districts have already taken this training. Seated, left to right: I. L. Austin, 
Superintendent Personnel, Dining Service Department; G r o u p Leaders W a d e 
Paris, Waiter, Maurice Beard, Waiter, and Howard Saunders, Waiter- in-charge. 
Standing, left to right: John F. Shea, Supervisor Teacher Training, Massa 
chusetts Department of Education, and Joseph G . Mackenzie, Assistant Super
intendent, Dining Service. 

To War Veterans! 
V E T E R A N S qualified to receive 

credit for military service to
ward retirement and death benefits 
under the Railroad Retirement Ac t 
are urged to file the necessary 
credentials with the Railroad Retire
ment Board as soon as possible. 

A photostatic copy of a military 
discharge and a statement certify
ing that it is a true copy of the 
original document must be sub
mitted to the Board before such 
credit can be established. The state
ment should also explain any era
sures, alterations, or insertions 
which may appear on the original 
discharge papers, and it must be 
prepared and signed either by an 
authorized representative of the 
Board or by another disinterested 
person. If signed by anyone other 
than a representative of the Board, 
the statement must be notarized. 
Other information which the Board 
needs includes the veteran's full 
name, present address, date of 
birth, and social security account 
number. 

To receive credit for military 
service, a veteran (1) must have 
entered military service during a 
"war service period," and (2) must 
have worked in the railroad indus
try before entering the armed 
forces either in the same year or 
in the year immediately preceding. 
The war service period covering 
Wor ld W a r II began on September 
8, 1939, and has not yet ended. 

Thomas P. Hart, Chief Train Dispatcher, Adirondack Division, Utica, who retired 
recently, had 46 years of service, principally on the Adirondack Division as 
A g e n t at Nehasane and Train Dispatcher and Chief Train Dispatcher at Utica. 
Mr . and Mrs. Har t live at Oriskany, N. Y., and have a son and daughter, both 
married. Mr . Hart was presented with a purse at a gathering in Trainmaster 
Barry's Office at Utica, November 4. Left to right: Mr . Hart, James H. 
Barry, and Richard T. Porter, Trainmaster; James F, O 'Connel l , Assistant Train
master; Lawrence J . Befell, Train Dispatcher, and Joseph B. Dixon. 

C . H . Braese, 
Dispatcher at 
New York, re
cently was re
elected pres
ident of the 
A m e r i -
can Train Dis- | 
patchers A s 
sociation. H e | 
s t a r t e d 
In 1904 as I 

a telegrapher 
and was pro-
m o t e d to 
dispatcher in 
1906. In 1920 
he was fur-
loughed to 
serve as vice 
president of the Association, remain
ing in that capacity until elected sec
retary-treasurer in 1938 and president 
in 1944 for a three-year term. 

Frank G . Harris, Assistant Chief Dis
patcher at Cleveland, has been elected 
a trustee of the Association. H e has 
been with the Central since 1918 and 
is also a lawyer. 

Claim Conference Men Honor Lovell and Ward 
at Dinner in Buffalo 

This group was at the head table of a dinner given by the C h i c a g o and Eastern 
C la im Conferences at Buffalo, October 23, in honor of John K. Lovell, General 
Freight C la im A g e n t and T. A . W a r d , Assistant General Freight C la im Agent , 
who will retire on January 1. Seated are Messrs. Lovell and W a r d . Standing, 
Jacob Aronson, Vice President and General Counsel; C . L. Jellinghaus, Vice 
President; J. J . Brinkworth, Vice President; F. G . Love, Manager , Property Pro
tection and Freight C l a im Departments. 

Mr. Halm has been with the N e w 
York Central since Apri l 5, 1917, 
Agent Pettrila reports. 

A special party was given to the retired New York Central telegraphers of 
the Buffalo Division on October 6. The above picture shows some of those 
who were in attendance. 
Top Row: left to right, R. E. Kirtland, Local Chairman, O.R.T.; H . R. Patterson, 
Signal Supervisor; R. J. W o o d m a n , General Chairman, O.R.T.; A . T. Hallett, 
retired; J. Leuthe, retired; W . Hankin, retired; and W . Moody , Local Chair
man, B.R.S. of A . 
Bottom Row: Emil We in , retired; D. W . Lampkin, retired; W . E. Ch ipman, 
retired; O . H . Siehl, retired; H . B. Morey, retired; and T. J. Rhodes, retired. 

John Smolinyski, 72, retired em
ploye of the B. & B. Depar tment and 
John H . Harper , 60, a Freight Trucker, 
both of Utica, died recently in that city. 

New Diesel Inspector 
Effective November 1, John Man-

tone was appointed Diesel Locomo
tive Inspector, wi th headquarters at 
N e w York, vice E. H . Wr igh t , trans
ferred. 

NYC Folk Give Show at B. of L. E. Dinner 

Patrick Honored 
At Philadelphia 

Joseph C. Patrick, General Agent, 
Merchants Despatch Transportat ion 
Corporation and Nor thern Refrigera
tor Line, Incorporated, was honored 

October 24, at a farewell luncheon 
tendered him by the Traffic Club of 
Philadelphia. H e was given a watch. 

After serving as General Agent at 
Philadelphia for 14 years, Mr . Patrick 
was transferred on October 1 to Buf
falo as General Agent. 
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Engineer of Structures Welty Ends 43 Years' Work Models of First and Present 
"Empire" Given to Smithsonian 

H . T. Welty, Engineer of Structures, shown seated between R. E. Dougherty, Vice President, and Assistant to Presi
dent, left, and G . A . Noren, Chief Engineer, was honored upon his retirement October 31 in New York C i ty at a 
gathering of friends and associates from several departments. Mr. Welty, who entered service October 1, 1904, 
was presented by Mr . Dougherty with a letter from President G . Metzman and with a set of golf clubs from his 
office associates. 

Passengers Cheer B.&A. Conductor 

Courtesy Christian Science Monitor, Boston, Mass. 

Conductor James M . (Pop) Galliher of Worcester, Mass., made his last run 
into Boston, as " bo s s " of the Wellesley Express. H e is shown as he listens to 
the farewells of passengers on the morning train as Marjorie Knott of Newton 
Lower Falls presents him with more than $100 collected on the inbound train 
as a retirement gift. O n his right is P. T. Connors of Worcester, Engineman. 

J AMES M. G A L L I H E R of the Bos
ton & Albany, one of the most 

popular conductors on commuter 
service in and out of Boston, retired on 
October 31 , after nearly 50 years of 
rai lroading. H e received an ovation 
from his passengers when he made his 
last run into the Hub , October 23, and 
later in the day when he made his 
final t r ip out of Boston on the 5:10 
P. M. train to Worcester . Ordinari ly 
this train carries around 650 passen
gers. They all piled out on the plat-

West Albany Yard Switcher and Crew 

Old Albany Church 
Now "Historic Site" 

THE First Church in Clinton Square, 
Albany, which was organized over 

300 years ago, in 1642, when Albany 
was still known as Fort Orange, was 
recently designated as an official his
toric site by the N e w York State 
Historian. 

It is the oldest church in Albany 
and the second oldest in N e w York 
State. It's original building, erected in 
1 6 4 6 , was near Church Street, between 
Pruyn Street and Brodway and was 
34 feet long and 19 feet wide, wi th a 
vaulted ceiling. It cost $32 . Its first 
pastor, the Rev. Johannes Megapo-
lensis, had an annual salary of $400, 
22 1/2 bushels of wheat and two firkins 
of butter. 

The present edifice, then known as 
the Nor th or Twin Steeple Church, 
was dedicated January 27, 1799. 
Among the congregation's treasured 
possessions and now on display are 
the pulpit of 1656, the hourglass and 
the weathercock. The latter are the 
oldest of their sort in America. 

The church is open to visitors every 
day. 

Gustav Metzman, President of the 
N e w York Central System, presented 
to the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, October 31, models of 
the famous Empire State Express, re
cording the progress in railroad pas
senger transportation from 1891, when 
the ' 'Empire" entered service, to the 
present time. The donations were re
ceived by Alexander Wetmore , Direc
tor of the Nat ional Museum and Sec
retary of the Smithsonian Insti tution, 
who is shown above at right. 

The model of the original Empire 
State Express consists of the four cars 
which made the first run, and the famed 
locomotive "999" , which established a 
world's record in 1893 of 112.5 miles 
per hour, pul l ing the "Empire ." N o . 
999 itself is being preserved at the 
New York Central 's shops at Collin-

wood, Ohio, a Cleveland suburb. 
The model of the present-day train, 

which went into service late in 1941, 
consists of six of its normal running 
complement of 16 stainless steel, 
streamlined cars, and a streamlined 
Hudson-type steam locomotive. A 
model of a two-unit Diesel-electric 
locomotive, which succeeded the steam 
locomotive and which also is the type 
of motive power used on many other 
prominent N e w York Central trains, 
also was presented to the Institution. 

The Smithsonian Institution already 
had in its possession a model of the 
D e W i t t Clinton, first train on the old 
M o h a w k & Hudson Railroad, now a 
division of the N e w York Central 
System, and a driving wheel from the 
original D e W i t t Clinton locomotive, 
which went into service in 1831. 

Shop Heads Move 
In addition to the Equipment Engi

neering Depar tment appointments an
nounced in the November H E A D L I G H T , 

as of November 1, the following 
changes also were made: 

W . M. Nagle , formerly Superinten
dent of Shop at Collinwood, to be 
Superintendent of Shop at W e s t Al
bany. 

S. D . Foster, formerly Assistant Su
perintendent of Equipment at Cleve
land, to be Superintendent of Shop at 
Coll inwood. 

C. F. Burns, formerly Master Me
chanic at Springfield. Mass.. to be As
sistant Superintendent of Equipment at 
Cleveland. 

O. M. Houser. formerly Master Me
chanic at Indianapolis, to be Assistant 
Superintendent of Equipment at In
dianapolis. 

Sings for Women 
T h e A.A. Choir, N e w York, gives a 

program of Christmas music for the 
Women ' s Traffic Club of N e w York 
in the Park Central Hotel on Tuesday, 
December 9, at 6:30 P .M. 

Mr. Metzman Reelected 
President G. Metzman recently was 

reelected a Board Member of the Na

tional Industrial Conference Board, 
N e w York. 

The Conference Board, founded in 
1916, is an independent and non-proiiL, 
institution for research and education 
in economics and business. Its work 
is supported by nearly three thousand 
business concerns, trade associations, 
labor unions, universities and others. 
Its reports are noted for their im
partiality. 

Naylor Commended 
Wil l i am H . Naylor, Division 

Freight Agent at Worcester , Mass., 
recently was commended in a letter 
by G. E. Harr ington, Traffic Man
ager of the Washburn W i r e Com
pany of Phill ipsdale, R. I. His office 
staff was praised for giving Mr. 
Harr ington and his people "Every 
kindness and courtesy possible." 

form in Boston to cheer Conductor 
Gal l iher and to present him a gift. 
H e has been on the same run for 15 
years. 

H e was born at Hinsdale, Mass., on 
March 20, 1877 and joined the Bos
ton & Albany as a freight brakeman 
on Apri l 2, 1898, shortly after his 
21st birthday. H e was advanced to 
freight conductor on July 1, 1905, and 
on Jan. 31, 1920 he became a pas
senger conductor. His home is at 2 
Minthorne Street, Worcester, Mass. 

Supervisor Edward Richter Retires at G.C.T. 

Edward Richter, Supervisor of Transmission, Electric Division, retired October 31, ending more than 40 years of 
Central service. Born April 28th 1878, he came to this company from the Cataract Power & Conduit C o . of Buf
falo on January 1st 1907, at the very beginnings of N . Y. Central Electrification, and had been connected with t 1 e 
construction and maintenance of the transmission system ever since. A t a reception held in the office of the Super
intendent of Power there were present SupJ. F. MacPhil lamy, H . Atkins, Asst. Supt. of Power, J. H . Hustis, Jr., Terminal 
Manager , E. B. Moorhouse, Assistant Terminal M a n a g e r and E. B. Smith, Assistant Signal Engineer. Seated, left to 
right, D. F. Mann, Chief Clerk, H . L. Barnes, Assistant Supervisor, Mrs. Richter, Mr . Richter and Superintendent 

Standing in front of Yard Switcher 7465 are Engineman Burns, Conductor MacPhil lamy, with some of Mr . Richter's associates and fellow-employes, who presented him with a purse and various 
Knapp, Brakeman Brandon, Fireman Rooney and Brakeman Smith. gifts. Mr . Richter resides in Whi te Plains, N. Y. 
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Some Veterans 

Recently Retired 
Below is a list of some New York Central 

Veterans recently retired together with their 
occupation, location and years and months 
of service: 

Adkins, Taylor, Car Rep'r & Blksmith, 
Dayton , O . 34 10 

Anderson, Edward S., Draftsman, 
Detroit 30 4 

Armfield, Robert A., Machinist , 
W. Albany 30 3 

Armstrong, James B. , Section Laborer, 
W. Mansfield, O . 34 10 

Berghello, Donato , Machinist , 
W. Albany 36 1 

Blaine, Joseph P., Engineman, 
Mich. D i r . 44 11 

Blaszyk, Andrew, Machinist Hlpr, 
W. Albany 27 8 

BOGGS , Robert P. , Section Foreman, 
Western Div . 34 5 

Bond, Charles S., Machinist, 
Collinwood 38 7 

Boule ,RobertH. ,Conductor , 
Illinois Div . 30 9 

Brandt, Peter, Mail Sorter, Chicago 27 8 
Britt, Istockles, Third Railman, 

New York 37 3 
Bryce, Norman E . f Engineman, 

Canada Div . 30 6 
Callaghan, John, (Carpenter, 

Mott Haven 29 4 
Carbone, Giuseppe, Section Laborer, 

Mohawk Div. 26 
Carlson, Axel F., Electrical Worker, 

Collinwood 30 8 
Casey, Henry D. , Brakeman, 

Harlem Div . 44 5 
Castrilli, Antonio L., Crossing 

Watchman, McKees Rocks 38 4 
Cendrowski, John F. , Car Repairer, 

Nott ingham, O . 25 2 
Censoto, Joseph A., Section Laborer, 

Richmond, Mass. 21 5 
Cervantes, Serapio, Section Laborer, 

Detroit 21 4 
Claxton, Frank A., Engineman, 

Hudson Div . 47 6 
Clookey, Ora, Watchman, Utica . 37 7 
Cole, Nelson A , Engineman, Erie Div . 41 3 
Costantino, Saverio, Car Inspector, 

Weehawken 32 4 
Creasser, Walter N. , Machinist, 

Indianapolis 34 2 
Cusumano, Vincent, Carpenter, 

Weehawken 22 5 
Desoe, Harlan J., Engineman, 

Albany D i v . 44 9 
Deys , William, Signal Maint'r, 

Syracuse Div . 29 8 
DiStasi, Angelo R., Section Laborer, 

Jersey Shore 30 9 
Dodson, William, Hostler Helper, 

Indianapolis 22 4 
D'Orta, Dominico, Section Laborer, 

Kingston, N . Y . 31 7 
Esposito, Florindo, Section Laborer, 

St. Lawrence Div . 26 4 
Fabrizio, Joseph,Sect ion Laborer, 

Hudson Div . 22 8 
Fogarty, George T. , Pipefitter, 

McKees Rocks 41 
Foland, fTarvey, Clerk,Saugerties 47 2 
Foley, Michael, Section Laborer, 

Dowagiac, Mich. 21 7 
Freeman, Erwing A., Asst. Engineer, 

New York 29 11 
Garlin, Thomas E . , Engineman, 

Illinois Div . 44 8 
Gasco, Percy, Section Laborer, 

Canada D i v 42 2 
Geswaldo, Nick, Section Laborer, 

E . S y r a c u s e 11 7 
Giles, Charles, Section Laborer, 

Waterford, Ont. 28 8 
Goodworth, David B. , Pipefitter, 

McKees Rocks 30 3 
Graham, Vincent J., Clerk, New York 36 2 
Green, Herbert G., Section Laborer, 

Ohio Cent. Div . 41 2 
Guinn, George A., Section Foreman, 

Bunker Hill, Ill. 29 2 
Hanaway , Harry B., Conductor, 

Ohio Div . 34 10 
Harner, Louis H., Crossing Watchman, 

Wabash, Ind. 3 1 6 
Harness, George O., Section Laborer, 

Marysville, O 3 5 - 4 
Hartwig, P i t t D . , Engineman, 

Toledo D i v . 47 6 
Hedding, Roy E. , Section Laborer, 

Martel, O. 24 10 
Hoy , John W., Conductor, Detroit 31 11 
Huff, Graham A., Signal Helper, 

Albany 25 6 
Job, William A., Boilermaker, 

Beech Grove 39 2 
Johnson, George E . , Machinist , 

St . Thomas, Ont. 31 10 
Kanuth, William E . , Conductor, 

Detroit 27 2 
Kelley, Alonzo, Car Repairer, 

Victoria, Ont. 31 6 
Kline, Lee W. , Engineman, I H B D i v . 41 2 
Kornetzki, Fred'k J., Carpenter, 

W. Albany 31 
Lambright, Lewis M. , Engineman, 

Toledo D i v . 44 9 
Lawler, Jesse M., Section Laborer, 

Colfax, Ind. 33 8 
Leet, Perry, Patrolman, Indianapolis 28 4 
Leonard, Walter E . , Carpenter, 

Elyria, O. 30 11 
Ludwick, William E. , Section Foreman, 

Bronson, Mich. 42 3 
McCloy, Barney A., Brakeman, 

River D iv . 47 2 
McCulloch, John, Towboat Fireman, 

New York 23 2 
McFarland, Amos F. , Hostler, Elkhart 21 10 
McKenzie, Ralph W., Pipefitter Hlpr, 

Detroit 19 
McKinley, Archibald J., Chief M. P . 

Inspector, McKees Rocks 44 1 
MacMartin, Mabel H., Mrs., Clerk, 

Utica 35 4 
Mansell, Eugene P. , Section Laborer, 

Waterford, Ont. 25 6 
Martin, Hugh, Car Inspector, 

Bellefontaine 32 2 
Mather, David W., Stationary 

Fireman, Jackson 22 8 
Mick, Herman C , Engineman, 

West D iv . 47 8 
Miedema, Simon, Barge Captain, 

New York 29 8 
Miller, Ernest A., Laborer, Selkirk 18 7 
Miller, Warren A., Conductor, 

Syracuse D iv . 46 8 
Mozer, Frank G., Leverman, Boston 35 
Mulry, Lawrence A., Yardmaster, 

Indianapolis 30 9 
Mund, Frederick H. , Brakeman, 

Michigan Div . 35 1 
Murphy, Frank X . , Chief Clerk, 

Rochester, N . Y. 57 2 
Murray, John L., Crossing Watchman, 

Sullivan, N . Y . 47 5 
Musser, Earl, Section Foreman, 

Kalamazoo 46 6 
Nelson, Charles C , Section Laborer, 

Michigan Div . 25 3 
Nowaczyk, Tony, Car Repairer, Toledo 28 11 
Obley, Jesse S., File Clerk, Pittsburgh 49 6 
Owens. William A., Engineman, 

Illinois Div . 37 9 
Pickert, Frank H., Carpenter Foreman, 

Watertown 37 3 
Pieczynski, Anthony F., Freight Car

man, E . Buffalo 22 9 
Racine, John B. , Section Laborer, 

Syracuse Div . 17 6 
Richter, Edward, Supvsr. of Trans-

miss'n, N e w York 40 10 
Rock, Edward C , Conductor, 

Ohio Div . 47 6 

New York Central Equips a Steel Baggage Car 
To Furnish Electric Power for Special Uses Deaths 

T O meet the many incidental needs 
for electric power which frequent

ly occur where there is no convenient 
local source, the N e w York Central 
has equipped a 60-foot steel baggage 
car with an electric power plant. 

The car has been used with two 
agricultural exhibit trains which were 
operated in two instances for one 
month periods. In one case, an ex
hibit was shown in N e w York State 
under the auspices of the N e w York 
Central and Cornell University, and 
more recently, another was conducted 
by the railroad and the Agricultural 
Depar tment of Purdue University. The 
car has also been used to supply 
power for the taking of motion pic
tures on a N e w York Central passenger 
train. T h e pictures were color movies 
used for advertising purposes and 
the power plant offered special ad
vantages, since the voltage could be 
controlled to produce exactly the right 
color temperature of the lights. The 
car may also be used for serving 
parked Pul lman cars for battery charg
ing or emergency lighting or the 
operation of motors such as might be 
required for turntable service. 

The car has end doors which facili
tate the loading of portable rectifiers, 
when needed. Power is generated by 
a 60-hp. Diesel engine driving a 
30-kw., 3-phase, 60-cycle, 220-volt, 
Y-connected generator. T h e voltage 
across terminals is 220, and the neu
tral is brought out so that 115 volts 
may be obtained between an outside 
terminal and the neutral. In this case, 
the excitation is reduced to lower the 
single-phase voltage from 127 to 115. 

W h e n d.c. power is required a por
table rectifier is borrowed from the 
nearest yard and carried in the car. 
These rectifiers use 220-volt, 3-phase, 
a.c. to produce 40 or 80 volts d.c. for 
battery charging or for supplying d.c. 
standby requirements of cars not 
equipped with Genemotors or a.c-d.c. 
compressor motors. 

The power plant controls include a 
voltmeter and an ammeter, each read
ing for any phase, a field rheostat, 
field switch, line breaker, frequency 
meter, starter button, water tempera
ture and oil pressure gauges and a 
t ime totalizer. The maintenance and 
lubrication schedule for the engine is 
based on total hours operated and the 
totalizer is used to determine over
haul and lubrication times. The car 
is usually operated by two electricians. 

Power is carried from the car to 
other cars or points where it is needed 
by portable cables. From the genera
tor terminals, connections are made to 
two standard, 3-phase standby re
ceptacles on each end of the car. 
Inside the car is a fifth standby re
ceptacle with the neutral connected. 

Henry A . Clady, 6 1 , Car Fore
man, Bucyrus, Ohio , after three 
months ' illness. He leaves his wife 
and two sons. 

Mrs. Albert Di l lon , wife of Al
bert Dil lon, Carman in Freight Shop, 
November 12, in her home at 44 
Nor th 7th Avenue, Beech Grove, Ind., 
after a brief illness. 

Alphonse P. Blosier, 8 1 , retired 
District Passenger Agent, at his home 
in Niagara Falls. Mr. Blosier left the 
service in 1937, after 50 years' work. 
His wife survives h im. 

Woodward S. Shaw, 66, retired 
District Claim Agent, N e w York Cen
tral System, Pi t tsburgh, died at the 
home of his sister, Mrs . John C. 
O l i v e r , Sewickley, Pa. Mr . Shaw en
tered the service of the P.&L.E. R.R. 
on March 30, 1909, and retired on 
February 28, 1946. 

Michael T o m k o , a former store
house laborer at McKees Rocks, Pa., 
who was retired September 1, after 
20 years' service with the Pit tsburgh 
& Lake Erie, died September 10. 

F. B. Leisher, pensioned coach re
pairer, at Carlisle, Pa. 

Interior of the car showing the control end of the power unit. A t the 
left may be seen hooks for the portable cables and oil drum racks. 

How the New York Central Keeps 
In Step with Modernity 

One of a Series about Some Recent I m 
provements that Keep the Central's Plant in 
the Forefront of Railroad Progress. 

This is used to provide 115 volts for 
l ighting requirements. Connections 
to cars and other load points are made 
by portable cables. These consist of 
car-length (85-ft .) 2/0, single-con
ductor cables, equipped with Ander
son Eitherend connectors. These cables 
are used for 3-phase, single-phase, 
d.c. battery charging or a.c. l ighting. 
Since they are single conductor, they 
can be used for any application and 
are easy to handle and stow in the 
car. Being of car length, it is con
venient to make connections with cars 
coupled end to end. Hooks on the 
side walls of the car are used for 

hanging stored cables. 
Auxiliary equipment in the car in

cludes lockers for clothes, brooms, 
tools, etc. There are also racks for 
fuel oil drums and containers for 
lubricating oil and anti-freeze liquid. 
A long steam hose with a tee con
nection is carried to allow connection 
with yard steam lines or a locomotive. 
The car has its own axle generator and 
batteries with overhead lighting units 
in the car. There are two sets of 
lights, one 30-volt d.c. and one 120-
volt a.c. The engine has its own start
ing battery which is charged from the 
generator exciter. 

Schneider. Henry, Conductor, 
Michigan Div. 44 9 

Smith, Burdett M., Air Brake Tester, 
W. Albany 40 10 

Steffanucio, Amedio E. , Section 
Foreman, Clyde, N. Y. 35 8 

Struble, Joseph H. , Laborer, 
E . Youngstown, O. 23 8 

Taylor, Edward F., Conductor, 
Canada Div . 39 9 

Taynor, George W., Section Laborer, 
Springfield, O. 21 6 

Tercek, Luka, Store Foreman, 
Collinwood 45 8 

Tompkins, Calvin, Train Porter, 
New York 18 2 

Truax, Melv in 'B . , Engineman, 
Ohio Div . 45 2 

Wallman, Patrick H., Brakeman, 
Buffalo D iv . 27 2 

Warble, Lloyd, Conductor. Chicago 33 6 
Watson, James E. , Caretaker, 

Alabama, N. Y. 15 9 
Welty, Harry T. , Eng'r of Structures, 

New York 43 1 
Wigington, John W., Conductor, 

P&LE Div . 27 9 
Wilson, Harvey, Route Director, 

Mott Haven 26 4 
Wood, Charles F., Watchman, 

Washington, Mass 31 8 
Woodfork, George F., Chef, Chicago 39 9 
Wright, Alfred H. , Vice President, 

New York 47 

Cistern for Mohawk & Hudson 

Horses, 1833, Found in Albany 

TEETH F O R T W O 

A minister upon his appearance in 
a new church preached a . five minute 
sermon. The Deacons were amazed 
but decided to say noth ing for another 
week. T h e second Sunday the Minister 
preached for eight minutes. The 
Deacons again agreed that no protest 
should be made until they saw what 
would happen the next Sunday. On 
the third Sunday the Minister preached 
for one hour and forty minutes. After 
the sermon the Deacons demanded an 
explanation. " W e l l , " explained the 
Minister, "on the first Sunday I had 
no teeth, the second Sunday I had 
mine fixed and they bothered me. And 
this- Sunday I used my wife's teeth 
and C O U L D N ' T S T O P ! " 

WORKMEN E X C a v a t i n g the property 
at 8 6 Maiden Lane, Albany, rear 

of 1 1 7 - 1 1 9 State Street, to provide en
larged quarters for International Busi
ness Machines , recently unearthed an 
ancient cistern, measuring approxi
mately 1 0 x 18 feet. News of the find 
was reported locally in the press and 
on the Albany radio stations. 

Speculation ran high as to what use 
the old cistern may have served. Some
one advanced the idea of an early 
water supply. This was followed with 
the allegation the water supply had at 
one time served steam locomotives on 
a nearby railroad. 

T . V. Flannery of Albany, who has 
made a long time study of early rail
roads in the Capitol District, advances 
the theory the cistern was used to 
water the horses owned by the Mohawk 
& Hudson Railroad, the New York 
Central 's first unit, between Albany 
and Schenectady. 

Shortly before January 1, 1 8 3 3 , the 
railroad company had erected at the 
State Street address a hotel known as 
the Railroad House. The rear of the 
bui lding was converted into a stable 
in which the Company's horses were 
housed. At that t ime it appears a new 
word was added to the lexicon of 
American rai lroading: that of "Hos
tler," i.e., horse handler, designating a 
railroad employe whose duties con
sisted of general stableman and cou
pl ing and uncoupl ing the horses of the 
stage coach trains. 

From the Railroad House passen
gers using the facilities of the new rail
road to Schenectady would entrain into 
the stage coaches and be drawn up 
over the State Street Branch past the 
State Capitol to the "Junct ion" at the 
intersection of the Great Western 
Turnp ike and Lydius St. ( now Madi
son Avenue) where they boarded the 
steam train. 

The State Street Branch was oper
ated only by horse power for the sim
ple reason the locomotives were not 
allowed on the Branch due to the 
sharp grade eastward from Hawk 
Street to Eagle Street. No t being 
equipped with brakes of any descrip
tion and their powers still unknown 
and untried on heavy grades, it is quite 
likely they would have continued down 
State Street hill into the Hudson. 

W i t h the relocation of the Main 
Line down the course of Patroons' 
Creek to a point near the present loca
tion of the Albany Union Station, 
which section was put into operation 
on September 30, 1844, the Station 
at 117 State Street and the State Street 
Branch were shorly thereafter aban
doned. 

Daniel J. O 'Connor , Assistant Chief 
Piecework Inspector, Locomotive De
partment, Beech Grove Shops, died 
recently after six months' sickness. H e 
was 62. 

Mr . O ' C o n n o r started work in the 
Brightwood Shop at Indianapolis in 
July, 1902, as a boilermaker. H e later 
was federal inspector of boiler work 
and finally Assistant Chief Piecework 
Inspector. He is survived by the widow, 
three daughters and two grandsons. 

Crowd at Barn Dance 
T h e Indiana Harbor Belt Athletic 

Association held an old fashioned Barn 
Dance in St. John, Indiana, recently. 
All present wore ginghams and over
alls. A huge crowd attended the affair. 

Earl R. Garrett, Chief Piecework Inspec
tor, Locomotive Department, Beech 
Grove Shops and President of The 
Beech Grove Locomotive Department 
Supervisors C lub, died recently after 
one week's sickness. H e was 60. 

H e started his railroad life with the 
Big Four as a water boy in May , 1899, 
and then served his apprenticeship as 
a machinist at Shelby Street Round
house, later go ing to Beech Grove 
Shops as a machinist. Some years later 
he was promoted to Piecework Inspector 
and then Chief Piecework Inspector at 
Beech Grove. H e is survived by the 
widow, two daughters and two grand
children. 
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Freight Car Outlook Better, 

Mr. Metzman Tells Buffalo Club 

Retiring Elkhart Freight Agent Honored 

(Conc luded from page one) 

wartime record was one in which all 
of us can take the deepest pr ide. 

Freight Volume a Record 

Today, in peace as in war, the rail
roads are still being put to the test. 
They are moving the largest volume 
of freight in their peacetime history, 
including the greatest wheat crop 
in all history. So far this year, Ameri
ca's wheat crop is nearly 6 0 % above 
the 10-year average of the years 1936 
through 1945 which approximated 
890,000,000 bushels. W h i l e these 
record crops of course are placing a 
heavy demand on box cars, the rail
roads are moving the bulk of this 
traffic promptly and efficiently. 

There has been considerable public 
comment, however, about the fact that 
some grain has been stored tem
porarily on the ground. Actually, this 
is not unusual, nor even surprising. 
Ever since mechanical harvesters came 
into extensive use, this has been a 
common practice. Years ago it took 
weeks to do what giant combines now 
do in days. The harvesting period has 
been shortened considerably . . . 
grain now comes so fast that fre
quently there are not enough vehicles 
even to carry it to the freight cars. 
Furthermore, elevator storage capacity 
has not been expanded sufficiently to 
meet this situation. Inevitably, some 
grain must be left in the fields for a 
time. But this is not a new condition 
arising solely from a temporary 
scarcity of box cars, but a long-stand
ing practice. 

Grain is not the only commodity 
moving in record quantit ies. Coal like
wise is moving in tremendous volume. 
Dur ing the past ten months, this coun
try produced 512,000,000 net tons of 
bi tuminous coal. In the year 1946, 
the total production was 532.000,000 
tons. Indications are that production 
this year will exceed that of the year 
1946 and possibly reach a figure in 

excess of 600.000,000 tons, compared 
with the record production of 619,-
000,000 tons in 1944, which is the 
largest coal tonnage on record. 

Coa l Exports Ho ld Car s 

Our coal exports, too, have in
creased substantially. W e have ex
ported virtually as much coal in the 
first six months of this year as in the 
entire year of 1920, which was the 
largest coal export year since 1914. 
In the first eight months of this year, 
we exported 3 4 % more coal than in 
all of last year. This exportation has 
diverted coal cars from normal traffic 
routes to a greater extent than usual. 
Cars must be held at coast ports for 
the accumulation of full cargoes to 
meet available vessels, and often this 
results in unusual delay. Admittedly, 
cargoes of coal also are accumulated 
dur ing the open lake season at lake 
ports for trans-shipment to the north 
and west. The movement of this 
traffic, however, is more effectively 
controlled. The larger production of 
coal and the changes in the normal 
routes of transportation are the major 
factors which have contributed to a 
shortage of coal cars. 

On top of all this, add the record 
volume of general freight the rail
roads are hauling and you have some 
idea of the enormous demands for 
freight cars. In 1946 class one roads 
handled 6 4 % more ton miles of rev
enue freight than they did in 1937, 
despite the fact that only about the 
same number of freight cars was 
available in both years. And dur ing 
the first two weeks of October this 
year more revenue freight was loaded 
than at any time even dur ing the war 
. . . more indeed than in any com
parable period for seventeen years. 

From 1937 to 1946 the average 
capacity of all freight-carrying cars 
owned by class one railroads increased 
over 4 % . This resulted in adding 
over 3,500,000 tons to the aggregate 
car capacity, equivalent to over 72,800 
freight cars having an aggregate ca
pacity of those cars in 1937. 

Despi te all the handicaps con
fronting both industry and the rail
roads, together we are accomplishing 
outstanding results. Those results are 
being made possible only by t h e 
splendid cooperation of you shippers 
and receivers of freight and the rail
roads—all working as a team. In the 
present stringency, the heavier load
ing, and the more prompt loading 
and unloading of cars will continue 

to be of maximum assistance in im
proving the car supply. This will also 
further reduce the average turnaround 
time of freight car availability between 
car loadings. In fact, the average 
turnaround time of freight cars is now 
shorter than ever before. On a na
tional basis, freight cars are being 
loaded, moved, unloaded and spotted 
for the next load within an average 
of slightly less than twelve and a 
half days. 

Five-Day Week a Factor 

Another factor, perhaps not fully 
recognized, which materially affects 
the supply of all types of freight cars, 
is the five-day work week. Unfortu
nately, loaded cars frequently remain on 
industrial sidings over week-ends with
out being unloaded and thereby made 
ready for use again. It is estimated 
that if the average time it takes to 
handle each carload could be reduced 
by one day, it would have the effect 
of adding more than 100,000 cars to 
the nation's fleet. Toward that end, I 
bespeak your continued cooperation. 

It is understood, of course, that 
new freight cars must be obtained to 
help relieve this car shortage, because 
equipment is constantly being retired 
on account of age. Like many of you 
new automobile buyers, the railroads 
also are on the new car wait ing list, 
and they have been for a long time. 
As of October 1 of this year, rail
roads had over 116,500 new freight 
cars on order. 

Dur ing the first nine months of this 
year, less than 40,000 new freight 
cars were received. But in the same 
period, 48,300 were retired. Thus , it 
can readily be seen that this year cars 
have been wearing out faster than new 
ones could be obtained. T h e wart ime 
service required of freight cars 
naturally is taking its toll. 

Industry and the railroads how
ever, may now look to the future 
with renewed hope for a steady im
provement in the car supply. Over 
8,300 new freight cars were pro
duced dur ing October, the highest 
monthly output this year, and in
dications are that the goal of 10,000 
a month may be reached during No
vember. Freight car production is now 
slowly rising to the point where it 
is exceeding the number of cars 
scrapped each month . 

New York Central 's Program 

The N e w York Central System 
alone is steadily forging ahead with 
a new equipment program, the largest 
undertaken in a similar period by any 
railroad. Orders placed from the early 
part of 1944—long before the end of 
the war—to the present time, call for 
over 18,400 of the most modern 
freight cars; 720 of the most up-to-
date passenger streamliners; and 315 
units of the most modern and ef
ficient motive power, involving an 
overall expenditure of approximately 
$150,000,000. All this equipment will 
serve industry and the traveling pub
lic more efficiently and will assist 
in br inging world markets for raw 
materials and finished products even 
closer to your doors. 

But impressive and important as this 
new equipment program is, it is only 
part of the extensive transportation 
improvements under way from end to 
end of N e w York Central 's 11,000-
mile network. Let me give you just a 
few examples. Here in Buffalo, we are 
greatly improving and expanding our 
heavy repair shops, where box cars 
are completely reconstructed. These 
increased facilities, the largest of their 
kind on our System, will enable plac
ing in service almost 9,000 cars 
monthly, all practically new, and all 
suitable for handl ing grain and flour. 
W e also are transferring to Buffalo 
all heavy maintenance of milk and 
refrigerator cars which presently are 
repaired at certain of our other shops. 
These improvements should add 
further to the general prosperity of 
Buffalo and its people. 

At Little Falls in the Mohawk Val
ley, not far to the east, we have just 
opened an important new cut-off in 
this key part of our Wate r Level 
Route . . . a project which required 
moving the mighty Mohawk River 
itself into a new channel. Modern 
equipment, of course, requires a mod
ern roadbed . . . a sound roadbed 
which will support present-day high 
speeds. Thus , this new cut-off will 

T W E N T Y - T W O N e w York Cen-
tral officials, representatives and 

former associates gathered in the Elk
hart Hotel , Elkhart, Ind., November 
4 to honor Arthur W . Hathaway, 
Freight Agent at that city since- 1932, 
who retired November 1, after nearly 
45 years of continuous service. T h e 
gathering included guests from Chi
cago, South Bend and Toledo and 
Columbus, Ohio . 

Mr . Hathaway started his railroad 
career with the old Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern at South Bend on 
Apri l 12, 1903 as a call boy. Dur ing 
the ensuing years he advanced 
through the positions of Yard Clerk, 
Manifest Clerk, General Clerk, Rate 
Clerk and Chief Clerk to become 
Agent at Mishawaka in February 15, 
1918. H e transferred to Elkhart in 

the same capacity on October 6, 1932, 
and remained in this position until 
his retirement. Since retirement he 
has moved to Phoenix, Arizona, to 
live with a daughter. 

Following an excellent dinner sev
eral speakers paid tribute to Mr . Hath
away and he was presented with slip
pers, lounging robe and pajamas. 
Wi l la rd Chester, N . Y . C . Attorney, 
Elkhart, was toastmaster, and S. W . 
Spencer, General Yardmaster at Elk
hart, was in charge of arrangements. 

Seated, left to right: George Frank, 
General Agent, South Bend; N . W . 
Morrow, Special Investigator, Prop
erty Protection Department , Elkhar t ; 
H . L. Endicott, Agent, South Bend 
and Mishawaka; W . F. Davis, Assist
ant Superintendent, Chicago; J. W . 
Crowley, Assistant Superintendent, Co

lumbus, O . ; A. W . Hathaway, Retir
ing Freight Agent, Elkhar t ; Wi l la rd 
Chester, N Y C Attorney, Elkhar t ; J . ' 
L. Sorensen, Assistant Superintendent, 
Chicago Junction, Chicago; J. K. 
Bergman, Captain, N Y C Police De
partment, Elkhar t ; J. A. Hickey, 
Trainmaster, Elkhar t ; H . B. Kutcher, 
Coal Agent, Chicago; and Howard 
Burns, Travel ing Car Agent, Chicago. 

Standing: S. W . Spencer, General 
Yardmaster , Elkhar t ; A. M. Scott, 
Chief Supervising Agent, Cleveland; 
P. S. W h i p p l e , Claim Agent, Elkhart ; 
L. C. Howe, Division Freight Agent, 
Chicago; H . W . Coffan, Industrial 
Agent, Chicago; E. C. Johnson, As
sistant Superintendent, To ledo ; F. H . 
Garner, Superintendent, Chicago; Le-
roy Blue, General Freight Agent, Chi
cago; and Russell Hoak, Elkhart. 

contribute measurably to the im
provement of our freight and pas
senger service. 

In the field of radio telephone, we 
also have made marked progress. In 
New York Harbor, where we operate 
the world 's largest railroad marine 
fleet, we have equipped all our tugs 
with radio telephones permit t ing di
rect communication with each other 
and with headquarters on land. Fur
ther, we are conducting final tests 
looking toward the installation of 
radio telephone service for passengers 
on feature trains between N e w York 
and Buffalo, and eventually all the 
way to Chicago. 

Radio systems likewise have been 
installed in our major classification 
yards to quicken operations. 

In addition, our private line tele
phone system has been reinforced by 
connecting all of our more important 
off-line freight and passenger agencies 
throughout the country by teletype 
systems enabling immediate "typed 
conversations." 

N Y C Pacemaker Freights 

Outs tanding among Central 's many 
service improvements is its Pacemaker 
freight t rains—speeding merchandise 
from dusk to dawn between N e w York 
and Buffalo in solid trains of specially-
equipped high-speed cars which save 
a full business day between east and 
west. At Buffalo, some of these Pace
maker cars connect with other fast 
freights to and from mid-west points. 

In addition to all these improve
ments, we are constantly laying new 
heavy rai l ; installing centralized sig
nals; and in many other ways im
proving our rights-of-way . . . all to 
provide you with safer and faster 
freight and passenger service. 

This is the broad outline of our 
program to help provide the modern 
transportation service which America 
needs and expects. On the N e w York 
Central, for example, dur ing the year 
1946, maintenance of equipment 
alone cost in excess of $132,000,000 
and this year it will equal or exceed 
that amount. Maintenance of way 
and structures cost almost $100,000,-
000 last year, and wages, including 
payroll taxes, amounted to over 
$372,000,000. Railroad men and 
women depend upon sound railroads 
for the wages which they spend local
ly. Right here in Buffalo, 6,800 of 
your citizens look to the N e w York 
Central for wages which annually 
total almost $20,500,000, a large 
part of which flows into your com
merce and industry. 

In truth, the steel lines of the rail
roads are the lifelines of industry. And 
they are also a vital part of your 
community life and well-being. The 
communities themselves depend up
on the railroads in other, more direct, 
ways for steady income. In the city of 

Buffalo alone, the N e w York Central 's 
tax bill, including your new sales tax, 
exceeds $1,600,000 annually. To this 
one bill, add all the taxes paid by 
the N e w York Central to city, county, 
state and federal governments, and we 
have a total annual tax bill, excluding 
payroll taxes, which this year will 
approximate $28,000,000. And that 
total does not include any federal in
come tax assessed against the N e w 
York Central, because we will not 
earn any net income subject to fed
eral income taxes. 

W i t h these facts in mind, can any 
of us question the need for a na
tional policy that will keep the rail
roads a healthy part of America's 
transportation system? I think it 
was the government 's director general 
of railroads who, following the first 
W o r l d War , said "Remember that, 
while the railroad is the dray horse of 
the nation, you cannot beat and starve 
your horse and have him haul the 
load." The "Iron Horse" must not 
be kept on a starvation diet! 

Rate Level Too Low Now 

O u r Central program for new equip
ment and expanded facilities calls 
for a total expenditure of nearly 
$200,000,000. Commitments for this 
amount have been made and we hope 
to complete the entire program by 
1949. This huge amount, in addi
tion to the vast sums required annual
ly to maintain our railroad plant, 
would seem to reflect railroad pros
perity. I wish it did, but the con
trary is true. Today's inadequate level 
of railroad rates . . . today's soaring 
labor and material costs . . . and to
day's subsidized competit ion which 
the railroads must meet . . . all con
spire to keep railroad earnings below 
the level necessary to maintain a sound 
financial structure. 

T h e very fact that railroads move 
the great bulk of inter-city passenger, 
mail and freight traffic is evidence 
that America needs sound, efficient 
rail arteries. As long as those ar
teries are kept strong, America can 
always depend on constantly improved 
rail transportation service. 

W h a t then do the railroads need 
. . . to remain strong and useful? No t 
large profits . . . merely rates that will 
enable them to meet today's costs 
and still have some reserve to permit 
them to progress. N o t special favors 
. . . merely the equality of treatment 
which the fairness and intelligence 
of Americans would normally dictate. 

Transportat ion, like the raw ma
terials which go to make up your 
finished products, is one of your basic 
needs. T h e price you pay for it -con
cerns you vitally. Like the cost of your 
finished products, many factors con
tribute toward the cost of your trans
portat ion service . . . which is the 
railroads' own finished product. Among 

these, the largest single factor is the 
wages of labor. On the N e w York 
Central, for example, wages and pay
roll taxes are presently accounting 
for more than 60 cents of every 
revenue dollar. It is evident therefore 
that a general wage increase strikes 
a harder financial blow against the 
railroads than it does against those 
industries whose wage bill is a much 
smaller proport ion of their total 

Naturally, we want our employes 
to receive good pay and to have good 
working conditions. W e want them to 
be happy in their work and to be 
proud of the vital service which they 
are rendering. But it does not serve 
the best interests of our employes— 
rather it constitutes a serious dis
service to them—if the railroads are 
saddled with a wage structure that is 
beyond the capacity of the industry 
to sustain. 

W a g e s Set by Industry 

Railroad labor does not generally 
set wage patterns. Let us look at the 
history of wage increases over the 
past year and a half. Both the 18 1/2 
cent-an-hour increase last year and the 
15 1/2 cent-an-hour increase this year 
were patterned after similar increases 
granted by outside industry; the rail
road industry merely had to follow. 
It is natural that railroad employes 
should demand the same increases that 
other industries grant to their em
ployes. 

Inevitably, higher costs of wages 
and materials must always be passed 
along to the public in the form of 
higher rates. The railroads have no 
other source of income. You of indus
try and the traveling public must pay 
the bill. W h e n costs exceed price, rail
roads, industry, and the nation at 
large all suffer. 

Transportat ion costs, like those of 
all other industries, parallel economic 
trends. In order to meet higher costs, 
regulated carriers, unlike other indus
tries, are not free to raise the price of 
their product which, in our case, is 
transportation service. W h a t the rail
roads are permitted to earn can be de
termined only by the public authorities 
who regulate transportation and by 
the public which the railroads serve. 
This imposes a responsibility which 
you of industry, who pay the freight 
bill, and all Americans, in general, 
dare not bear lightly. It is a responsi
bility which must be accepted whole
heartedly and dispassionately, and dis
charged diligently. 

If the railroads are to continue to 
progress and fully serve your needs, 
they must be allowed a rate level 
which will permit an adequate return 
on their investment. Industry in part, 
and I say this most respectfully and 
regretfully, almost automatically op
poses any requests of the railroads 
for increased rates or allowances. 
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River Division Brakeman Barney McCloy Retires Two Mohawk Signalmen Given Purses 

Left to right, Ralph W . Carlisle, former assistant signal supervisor; Thomas V. 
Ford, signal supervisor, Mohawk Division; Edward E. Wren, Assistant to Ford; 
A . T. Taylor, Little Falls, and W . F. Nitz, Herkimer . 

More than 50 railway signalmen 
from the Syracuse-Albany section, 
Mohawk Division, met in Herkimer, 
November 22, to attend a testimonial 
dinner given in honor of two N e w 
York Central System employes who 
have retired on pensions. 

The guests were Alvah T. Taylor, 
230 Church Street, Little Falls, who 
served more than 45 years as Leading 
Signal Maintainer at Little Falls and 
Herkimer and Wi l l i am F. Ni tz , 326 
Lansing Street, whose record shows 
30 years. 

Taylor went to the Mohawk Valley 
in 1901 from Troy. W h i l e in this 
area he had charge of signal installa
tions in the grade crossing elimina
tion in Herkimer and more recently 
assisted in similar operations in the 
Gulf Curve elimination in Little Falls. 

He was the first signalman to oper
ate the N X control board in the 
Herkimer station, the board being the 
first of this type installed in the Mo
hawk Division. 

Nitz joined the railroad forces in 
1917 as an employe in the car shops 
in Utica. Seven years later he trans-

Signal Department Office, 5 Vanderbilt Ave., New York, in 1908 

ferred to the signal department and 
became a member of the "floating 
gang," which maintained signals be
tween Syracuse and Albany. 

Both men received money, a bill 
fold and a life pass on the N e w York 
Central System. The presentation was 
made by Thomas V. Ford, Signal Su
pervisor of the Mohawk Division. 

Others who spoke were Edward 
E. Wren , assistant to Ford ; Ralph 
W . Carlisle, former Assistant Super
visor and Preston C. Cray, president 
of Local 86, Brotherhood of Railway 
Signalmen of America, who will suc
ceed Taylor as Leading Signalman 
in the Herkimer-Lit t le Falls section. 

Among those present were Adelbert 
Gilson, Mohawk, Inspector, Signal 
Engineering Forces; Cornelius Gorski , 
Herkimer, Assistant Supervisor; Andy 
Farrar, 84, Canastota, oldest retired 
s ignalman; Wi l l i am Henkel , Canas
tota, and Jack Webb , Supervisor, 
Wate r town section. 

The committee in charge comprised 
Cray, Burl in Olyer and Earl Shaw. 
D u r i n g the evening Shaw entertained 
with piano and violin selections. 

Shown above are J. J. Caviston, now Secretary of the Association of American Railroads, James Jordan of the 
Signal Department, Edward Bachman, Wal ter Fehspens, Herbert Baker and Bernard Gray, all of whom have 
since left the service and Edward G . Reinhard, now in the Office of J. H . Hustis, Jr., Terminal Manager . 

Between Runs 
"I am persuaded that everytime a man smiles—but much 

more so when he laughs—it adds something to this fragment 
of life."—Sterne. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., Sez: 

It Doesn't pay to Advertise . . . The 
Other Fellow 

D u e to a room shortage at a small 
town hotel, two salesmen had to spend 
the night at a farm house. T h e farmer 
had a daughter, but she was an ex
ceptionally homely one and an old 
maid, to boot. A few months later 
the two salesmen met in N e w York 
City. 

"Jus t a minute, Bi l l ," said one, 
"you remember when we stopped at 
the farmer's place, that had the home
ly daughter? I want the t ruth from 
you; did you make love to her?" 

"Yeh , " laughed Bill, "it was a 
moonlight night, and oh, boy, did she 
get a thrill when I kissed her!" 

" A n d another thing, Bill, did you 
give her my name and address and 
tell her it was your name and address?" 

"Yeh, I did it just for fun just to 
see if you had a sense of humor ," 
said Bill, still laughing. 

"Wel l , Bill, I wanna see if you 
have a sense of humor. A lawyer was 
in to see me today and told me the 
gal died and left ME FIFTY T H O U 
S A N D DOLLARS!" 

* * 
Etiquette 

Epstein's family came to him one 
day and sort of laid the law down to 
the old man. 

"Listen, Papa, Sara's boy friend is 
coming to the house for supper to
night, so please act nice. Don ' t eat 
with the knife and don' t dip your 
bread in the gravy. You may spoil the 
whole marriage, as he comes from 
high class people," pleaded Ma Ep
stein. 

"Alright , alr ight!" said Epstein a 
bit peeved. 

That evening at supper everything 
was going along fine but the old man 
hardly ate anything. Finally when the 
coffee was served, he poured his cof
fee in the saucer. His wife and daugh
ter were looking daggers at him, but 
he kept pouring. Finally he raised the 
saucer to his mouth, looked up and 
says, "Listen, one void out of any of 
you and I'LL M A K E BUBBLES!" 

Putting O n the Ritz 
Three nosey women were seated on 

the veranda of a summer resort, "put
ting it on" about their respective hus
bands. 

"Your husband is a lawyer, isn't 
he?" asked one. 

" N o , " replied the other, "he 's a 
Barrister." 

Turn ing to the other she said. 
"Your husband is a moving picture 
writer, isn't he?" 

" H e is a Scenarist!" replied the 
snooty one. 

"Isn ' t your husband a wai ter?" they 
asked of the third woman. 

" N o , he is not a waiter, he's a 
Contactman between the customers and 
the Chef!" 

Huge Casting Handled Safely by NYC 

The picture shows the first of four castings manufactured by the Erie Forge 
Co., Erie, Pa. shipped to the Buffalo Foundry & Machine Co., Buffalo, N . Y. for 
machining, after which, when completed, one was re-shipped to the Electro 
Metal lurgical Co., N i aga ra Falls, N. Y., and three to Alloy, Wes t Virginia for 
the same consignee, all routed N Y C . This unusual load required the assistance 
of our Engineering Department and Superintendent of Freight Transportation in 
checking permissible clearances, also of the C a r Department in supervising the 
loading so the freight would be properly balanced, which in itself was quite a 
feat. Safe arrival at Buffalo again proves the N Y C will tackle almost any job. 

This "Shay" Has Trackage Rights over NYC 

The above picture is of an engine in service on the N.F.&G. Division of the 
New York Central. It is owned by the M e a d o w River Lumber Co., which has 
trackage over our line so it may move logs from its timber stand to the mill; 
also for movements within its yards. This type is commonly known as a " S h a y " 
engine, and as can be seen in this print is a cog operation propelled from 
vertical pistons operating to the drive shaft. This engine now uses coal for 
fuel, says H . B. Fisher, Chief Clerk, D.F.&P.A., Charleston, W . Va. 

Left to right: W . Peck, Engineman; C . A . Lyons, Conduc to r ; Mrs. O . W e l d o n and Billy, daughter and grandson of 
Mr . M c C l o y ; Mr . O . W e l d o n and Bobby, son-in-law and grandson; Mrs . R. Frederickes, daughter of Mr . M c C l o y ; 
Mr . M c C l o y and S. H . Keyes, Assistant Superintendent. 
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Menu Originals Given University Heads 

A t top, J . P. Corcoran, General Passenger Agent , Cincinnati, was the guest 
of President Raymond Walters, University of Cincinnati, and the members of 
the faculty-board of the Student Union, at a luncheon in the Student Union 
Building. H e is shown presenting to Dr. Walters the original drawing of the 
building by Vernon Howe Bailey. This picture was on an N Y C menu which 
featured the University of Cincinnati. The picture will hang in the building. 
Looking on are Miss Katie O 'Keefe, sophomore in the Co l lege of H o m e Eco
nomics, and Robert P. Bowman, of the Co l lege of Business Administration and 
president of the board. 

A t bottom, presentation by the New York Central System to the University of 
M i ch i gan of the original drawing of a campus scene used as a cover on the rail
road's dining car menus. The presentation to University President Alexander G . 
Ruthven was made by W . E. Frackelton, of Detroit, General Passenger Agent , 
Detroit. The Burton Memorial Tower is the central object in the pen-and-ink 
drawing by Vernon Howe Bailey, internationally known artist. 

Left to right: Marvin L. Niehuss, Vice President of the University; M r . Frackel
ton, who made the presentation; President Ruthven and Leslie B. Hebert, Pas
senger Representative, N Y C . 

A letter from M . J . A lger, Traffic Vice President of the System, also was 
presented to President Ruthven. M r . A lger ' s letter noted that the University 
has been featured in the initial series of college menu covers carried on dining 
cars over the New York Central System " to help commemorate the many years 
of pleasant relations between the New York Central and the faculty, student 
body and graduates of the University of M ich i gan . " 

Approximately 125 colleges and universities along the N Y C System will be 
featured in the dining car menu series. 

Detroit's Camera 
Club Again Busy 

Plunging into its fall and winter 
work with enthusiasm the A.A. Cam
era Club of Detroi t in November 
resumed meeting on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month. 
These meetings, the second of which 
is usually a shooting session, are held 
at 6 p.m. in one of the meeting rooms 
of the M. C. Terminal . Room 114 is 
often the spot. 

Begun in September was a new 
class in photo tinting, conducted by 
the club's chief instructor, Howard 
Hutcheson. A capacity turnout was 
in evidence at each of these classes, 
which met on the Thursdays on which 
no club meeting was scheduled. Reta 
Farley, Joann Whi taker and Ray 
Darmody proved to be especially adept 
at applying the oils, revealing they 
had previously "dabbled" at the 
process. However, the rest are coming 
along well, under Mr . Hutcheson's 
able tutelage. 

Its Mackinac Island trip in early 
August another pleasant memory, the 
club in September visited Henry 
Ford's Greenfield Village for the first 
time. Many good shots of the historic 
old buildings were obtained before 
"increasing cloudiness" and cold made 
further picture taking difficult. 

Judg ing of the first competition of 
the new season, a free lance exhibit, 
gave first place to Ray Darmody 's red 
filter study of one of the block-houses 
of old Fort Mackinac. Second place 
went to Morton Friedman and third 
to Howard Hutcheson. An expert 
camera repairman talked on the well-
known shutters. Kodachrome movies 
and slides taken by the members were 
also screened at this September meet
ing. 

Detroit Woman Has 300 Unusual Dolls 

220 M ich i gan Future Farmers in front of the Union Station, Kansas City, upon 
arrival of their special train over the New York Central from Bay C i t y to Ch i 
cago, and Milwaukee Road from C h i c a g o to Kansas C i ty. 

This was the largest group by train into Kansas C i ty to attend the National 
Future Farmer Convention of 6,000 delegates and visitors. 

In addition to this special train from Mich igan, there was a group of 68 from 
New York, 29 from Massachusetts, 11 from Connecticut, and 4 from New 
Hampshire, who used our Pacemaker between A lbany and Ch icago , and Santa 
Fe between C h i c a g o and Kansas C i ty. Another group of 40 from Oh io used 
the New York Central to St. Louis and thence Missouri Pacific. 

The winners of the New York Central Future Farmer Awards, eight in number, 
were included in these groups. These awards are made through our Agr icul 
tural Development Department. O . B. Price, General Agricultural and Live 
Stock Agent , who conducted the special train, received a warm letter of thanks 
from Luke H . Kelly, Executive Secretary, M ich i gan Association of Future 
Farmers of America. In it he wrote to Mr . Price: " I am sure I am safe in 
saying no other individual has rendered a greater service to the M ich igan 
Association of F.F.A. than you have in the past 12 years." 

Coughlins Guests at 
Dinner; Receive Gifts 

Thomas L. Coughlin, former Super
intendent of the Canada Division of 
the Michigan Central, who resigned a 
few months ago to become Vice Presi
dent and Assistant General Manager 
of the Toronto , Hamil ton & Buffalo 
Railroad, was a guest of honor, wi th 
Mrs . Coughlin, at a turkey dinner last 

Detroiters Get Purses 
The following employes of the 

Audi tor Freight Accounts' office in 
Detroit , retired recently. 

Harry T. Jones, who entered serv
ice January 2, 1903, retired October 
31 , after 47 years in the Accounting 
Depar tment in N e w York, Cleveland 
and Detroi t . At a gathering of fel
low employes he was presented with 
a substantial purse, the presentation 
being made by T. W . Meyer, Assistant 
Auditor, Freight Accounts. 

Mrs . Marie Jantz, employed in the 
A.F.A. office since May 16, 1922, re
tired October 31 . Her immediate as
sociates presented her with various 
personal gifts, and a purse well filled 
with the " long green" was given her 
at an office gathering. Presentation 
of the purse and certificate of retire
ment was made by Mr. Meyer. Mrs . 
Jantz will return to her former home 
in Cleveland, Oh io . 

Bernard P. Rueno, retired October 
31 after 41 years' service in the Ac
counting Depar tment in Cincinnati, 
Cleveland and Detroit . H e will re
turn to his former home in Cincinnati . 

This group of fine old dolls of china, parian, bisque, dresden, wax and wood is 
part of the collection of Mrs . Lydia Bowerman of Detroit, shown with them. 

A D O L L collection, rated as one of 
the finest in the country, is the 

property of Mrs . Lydia Bowerman, 
who, until October 31, was a clerk in 
the office of the Audi tor of Expendi
tures in Detroi t . 

Mrs . Bowerman has assembled her 
collection over the last ten years and 
at present owns about 300, al though 
her major interest lies in unusual or 
interesting dolls and she makes no ef
fort to swell the collection for the sake 
of numbers . 

Included in her collection are a 
number of rare and valuable items, 
truly museum pieces. One is a French 
musical waif, which stands on a music 
box which plays " W o n ' t You Buy My 
Flowers"? W h i l e the music plays " she" 
slowly opens her basket displaying 
her flowers, turns her head, and daint
ily smells a nosegay. 

Another is called "Ensemble." the 
creation of Bernard Ravca, a French 
artist. It represents an old couple and 
is sculptured of bread crumbs, but 
done so cleverly it resembles wax. 

Conductor May Gets 
Gold Pass in Windsor 

H . G. "Ber t ie" May, of Windsor , 
Ontar io , last month received a Gold 
Annual Pass, as a symbol of his 50 
years of service with the N e w York 
Central . T h e pass was presented to 
Mr . May, by Wi l l i am B. Salter, Super
intendent of the Canada Division, on 
behalf of President Metzman. 

Mr . May began service wi th the 
Central on September 12, 1897, as a 
freight brakeman and in 1917 was 
promoted to freight conductor. In 1926, 
he became a passenger train conductor. 
Born in Port Huron , Michigan, Mr . 
May lived for 50 years in St. Thomas 
but moved a few years ago to W i n d 
sor. H e is conductor on the Detroi ter 
and the Wolver ine and has spent his 
entire railroad career on the Canada 
Division. 

month served by the ladies and men 
of the Knox Church, Fingal. 

They were presented with a sterling 
silver tea service and flowers, the pres
entation being made by Frank McElroy, 
General Manager of the Michigan Cen
tral at Detroi t . Wi l l i am B. Salter, the 
new Superintendent of the Canada 
Division, was toastmaster. Among those 
present were Vice President J. J. 
Brinkworth and O. R. Bromley, Freight 
Traffic Manager, Detroit . 

Schrey Quits to Join 

Mutual Relief Ass'n. 
R. A. Schrey, Chief Information 

Clerk, LaSalle Street Station, Chicago, 
resigned recently to become Special 
Representative for the N e w York 
Central Railroad Mutua l Relief Asso
ciation. Mr . Schrey, who was with the 
N e w York Central 24 years, will cover 
the Wes te rn and Wes t Divisions for 
the association. 

They are seated side by side, the 
woman knitt ing, and the old man ap
parently enjoying a joke in the news
paper he holds in his hands. 

Other outstanding specimens include 
a Queen Anne English block head 
doll, the oldest in the collection, circa 
1700; a French Jumeau Toddler doll, 
Queen Victoria, Marie Antoinette, 
Martha Washington , Wi l l i e and Til-
lie, known as the Schoenhut kids, and 
Penelope, a Currier & Ives china doll. 

Dol l collecting, Mrs . Bowerman 
says, is a more popular hobby than 
most people realize. Nearly every city 
has a chapter of the "Nat ional Dol l 
and Toy Collectors Club, Inc. ," and 
even men are ardent collectors. 

Mrs . Bowerman, whose retirement 
became effective October 31 , started 
service with the N e w York Central in 
August, 1916, at Michigan City, Ind., 
in the Trainmaster 's office. From 1918 
until 1931 she was in the Superinten
dent's office, Chicago, and since has 
been employed in Detroi t . Since her 
retirement she has resided at 6 2 2 Perry 
Street, Port Clinton, Ohio . 

Scharlau Promoted 
F. T. Scharlau has been appointed 

Assistant Superintendent, Freight 
Transportat ion of the Indiana Harbor 
Belt, Chicago Junction and the Chi
cago River & Indiana with headquar
ters at 2035 W . Pershing Place, 
Chicago. 

Mr . Scharlau, formerly Supervisor 
Demurrage , started his railroad career 
wi th the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
Railroad at Danvil le , Ill., in 1912, 
joined the Chicago Junction in Apri l , 
1917, and, except for time spent over
seas in W o r l d W a r I, has specialized 
in demurrage work since that t ime. 

H e now has jurisdiction over the 
freight transportat ion office of the 
C.J.-C.R.&I., recently separated from 
the I .H.B. office as Gibson. His 
office handles the compilation of rec
ords of interline switching, local 
switching, reclaims, per diem, demur
rage and car records, as well as the 
C.J.-C.R.&I., home routes and tracing 
of cars. 

W . O. Hattendord, formerly Chief 
Clerk in the freight transportation 
office for the I .H.B.-CJ.-C.R.&I. , 
transferred to Mr . Scharlau in the 
same capacity. 

dinner which followed, with J. H . 
Spooner, Superintendent, acting as 
toastmaster. The F. F. Riefel Trophy 
for low gross was won by E. L. Free
man, Jr., of the Air Line Junction 
District. A. J. Cruikshank, Assistant-
General Freight Agent, Cleveland, 
and Al Peek, also of Cleveland, were 
among the out of town guests. 

E. G. Howard , Assistant General 
Freight Agent, Toledo, had the sur
prise play of the day when he made a 
hole in one on the 18th hole. 

T h e committee which so ably 
served consisted of G . J. Longworth, 
R. W . Fuller, R. W . Lemon and J. 
W . Carroll 

Columbus Bride 
Miss Marilyn McPeck became the 

bride of Ar thur L. Forbus September 
6, at St. Patrick's Catholic Church, 
Bellefontaine, Ohio . T h e double r ing 
ceremony was performed by the Rev. 
Wal te r L. Makley. 

A reception was held in the Hotel 
Logan. 

T h e bride was formerly Secretary 
to the Agricultural Representative at 
Columbus, Ohio , and Mr. Forbus also 
was associated with the N e w York 
Central System until he entered service 
in W o r l d W a r II . H e is now attend
ing Miami University at Oxford, Ohio , 
where they are now at home at 2 
Wooster Place. 

I. H. B. Golfers End 

Season With Dinner 
T h e Indiana Harbor Belt Athletic 

Association golf league, under the 
chairmanship of Bill Gallagher, Clerk 
in the Agent 's office at Gibson, Ind., 
closed its season recently with a 
tournament at the Glenwoodie golf 
course, Glenwood, Ill . Eighteen holes 
were followed by a steak dinner in 
the club house. Each participating 
player received a prize. John Mike 
of Calumet City, Ill., had low score. 

Fifteen two-men teams competed 
dur ing the 1947 season. T h e team of 
Ralph Neiner and Bill Gal lagher 
edged out Jake Mart in and Wal te r 
Dittr ick for first place. Ed Bloom and 
Joe Wilfinger took third in the weekly 
competition held at Airport golf course 
at Lansing, Ill . 

Chef Woodfork Retires 
George F. Woodfork, D in ing Serv

ice Chef working out of Chicago, re
tired on November 2, after nearly 
forty years service. H e was born on 
November 9, 1878, and entered the 
employment of the N e w York Cen
tral as a cook on February 4, 1908. 
On November 1, 1909, he was pro
moted to chef in which capacity he 
worked until he retired. 

50 Play in Toledo 
Golf Tournament 

The annual Toledo N Y C Golf 
tournament was held at Chippewa 
Country Club with about fifty teeing 
off and seventy-one at tending the 

I. H. B. Basketball Team 
The boys of Indiana Harbor Belt 

Athletic Association of Gibson, Ind., 
have started a basketball team, headed 
by Bill Gallagher of the Subway office. 
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General Attorney Collinwood Supervisors Honor R. F. Culbreth 
Indianapolis Fete 

for Business Women 
T h e Railway Business W o m e n ' s As

sociation of Indianapolis celebrated 
its second anniversary in October. 
This organization of about two hun
dred railroad women has had as its 
president from its origin Miss 
Amanda Anderson, Chief Clerk in the 
office of the division engineer of the 
P. & E. 

A dinner party at the Marot t Hotel 
was attended by more than a hundred 
members of chapters in other cities, 
including Miss Kathryn W h a l e n 
President of the Nat ional Association 
of R.B.W.A., Miss Marie C. Miller, 
Recording Secretary, and other officers. 
Miss Anderson is Th i rd Vice Presi
dent of the national organization. 

C . P. Stewart retired as General A t 
torney for the New York Central at 
Cleveland on October 1. Mr . Stewart, 
who was born and brought up in 
Lewistown, Pa., went to Cleveland from 
Cincinnati in July, 1945, after having 
held a similar position there for many 
years. He had been with the Big Four 
District of the New York Central since 
about 1909, transferring to the Law 
Department at Indianapolis in 1911 and 
moving to Cincinnati with the depart
ment during 1914. Mr. Stewart has re
tired to his small farm in Oh io . 

The new General Attorney in C leve
land, Robert R. Pierce, is not merely 
a lawyer, but a real railroader from 
'way back. H e started his railroad 
career at the age of 13 as a "handy 
boy" in" his home town, Cloverport, 
Kentucky, on the Henderson Division 
of the Louisville & Nashville and at 14 
was a full-fledged Morse Operator. 
From 1916 to 1924 he was employed 
by the New York Central at Cleveland 
and during this period found time to 
complete a law course at the C leve
land Law School of Baldwin Wa l l ace 
Col lege, graduat ing in 1922. In 1924 
he entered private law practice, re
turning to the New York Central in 
1941. O n October 1, 1947, following 
Mr . Stewart's retirement, Mr . Pierce 
was appointed General Attorney. 

H e has many interests, being Trustee 
and Chairman of the Finance Commit 
tee of the Church of the Saviour, 
Cleveland Heights, member of the 
Board of Trustees at St. Luke's and 
Glenville Hospitals and a member of 
the Shaker Heights Country C l u b and 
the M i d d a y C lub . In addition, he has 
had time to bring up five daughters, 
Mrs. Pierce having died in 1934. One, 
Janette, is also a lawyer. 

A party was held by the Col l inwood Supervisor's C lub, October 18, in the 999 Legion Hall in honor of R. F. Culbreth, 
Assistant Master Mechanic, on the occasion of his promotion to Master Mechanic at G ibson, Indiana on the I.H.B. Mr . 
Culbreth was presented with some luggage by J . E. Chandler, Master Mechanic. He also received a wrist watch from 
the office employes. About 100 were in attendance at a steak dinner served by members. Left to right: W . M . Nag le , 
Superintendent of Shop; E. Erickson, General C a r Foreman; J. E. Chandler, Master Mechanic ; B. A . Schmidlin, Assist
ant Master Mechanic; E. Axtell, President of Supervisor's C l u b . Seated: A . L. Wr i gh t , Superintendent of Equipment 
and Mr . Culbreth. 

A group of seven carman ap
prentices were initiated into the Car
men's Organization, Bugle Lodge 
#207, at Leiderkrans Hal l , recently. 
After the ceremonies luncheon and 
refreshments were served. Talks were 
made by L. G. Wiegand , General 
Chairman and Jess Haines, Coach 
Shop Chairman. 

T h e following apprentices were in 
the g roup : Frank Whi t t l e , Charles 
Humphrey, Lindsey Scott, Thomas 
Fisher, Harold Gordon, Richard 
Stephen and Sidney Bash. 

Cleveland Business Women 

Join National Rail Organization 
T h e Railway Business W o m e n ' s 

Association of Cleveland, with a 
membership of 225, in November , 
elected to become affiliated wi th the 
National Association of Railway Busi
ness W o m e n . A meeting and "dinner 
were held in Sweden Manor . A large 
number of N e w York Central women 
in the Cleveland area are members of 
this excellent organization. 

W h e n the Cleveland association was 
organized in 1926, Mrs . Frances W h i t e 
Wel l s of the N e w York Central be
came its first president. It was under 
the leadership of President Genevieve 
Sonnie ( N Y C Collinwood Shops and 
Engine H o u s e ) , that the Cleveland 
organization became affiliated with the 
national organization. 

T h e R.B.W.A. of Cleveland is the 

seventh local organization to join the 
national, the other six being Twin 
Cities, Chicago, Cincinnati, Buffalo, 
Indianapolis and Detroi t . At the pres
ent time the Nat ional Association is 
furthering the education of several 
Ozark Mounta in boys. 

T w o other N e w York Central 
women have been president of the 
Cleveland organization — M r s . Meta 
Koncana ( L a w ) , 1931-1933 and Miss 
Helen Howard (Equ ipment ) 1933-
1935. Three N e w York Central^ 
women are on the Board of G o v e r 
nors of the Cleveland organizat ion; 
Edna Jones (Fre ight Transpor ta t ion) , 
Lucille Miller ( L a w ) and Kathryn 
Benbow (Freight Traffic). 

Weekly bowling, picnics and an an
nual dinner-dance are planned. 

R. M . Engle, Tool Room Foreman, Col l inwood Locomotive Shop, who recently 
attained 50 years of service, was presented with a G o l d Pass by S. D. Foster, 
Superintendent of Shop. Mr . Engle was employed on October 19, 1897, at the 
old Cleveland Shop as a Machinist Apprentice. H e was promoted to Assistant 
Foreman in July, 1910, to Apprentice Instructor in November, 1932 and Tool 
Room Foreman in November, 1933. Left to right: H . T. Stonebraker, General 
Foreman, R. M . Engle and S. D. Foster, Superintendent. 

Quick Action Stops 
Fire on Lift Truck 

Quick action on part of Tractor 
Operator L. G. Hawkins , Beech 
Grove, Ind. in using fire extinguisher 
when an automatic lift truck equipped 
with ready power unit developed a 
leak in the gas line leading to carbu
retor, prevented serious fire on N o 
vember 10. 

W h i l e the lift truck was near the 
northwest corner of the storeroom, the 
gas line developed a leak, resulting 
in accumulation of gasoline in the dr ip 
pan, which ignited from motor. Hawk
ins promptly secured fire extinguisher 
carried on lift truck and extinguished 
blaze. His prompt action prevented 
any damage to lift truck or surround
ing equipment . 

Toledo Supervisor 
of Signals Honored 

Seventy-five attended a dinner in 
honor of Harvey Leo Kilian, retired, 
at Rahe's Supper Club, Toledo. J. J. 
Corcoran, Signal Engineer, Cleveland, 
was toastmaster. 

Mr . Kilian had 46 years of service, 
starting as a helper with the Michigan 
Central Railroad in May, 1901. In 
November, 1913, he was appointed 
Supervisor of Signals at Toledo. In 
June , 1932, he was transferred to 
Elkhart, re turning to Toledo in March, 
1939. 

J . J . Jackson succeeds h im. 

A party in honor of F. J . Kossuth, 
Assistant General Foreman of the 
C o a c h Shop, Beech Grove, Ind., who 
was recently promoted to Shop Super
intendent at East Buffalo, New York, 
was held on November 8, in Buckley's, 
Cumber land, Indiana, by the Super
vision of the C a r Department. 

After the completion of an excellent 
dinner the presentation of an onyx desk 
set was made by H . J . Young, General 
Foreman. 

Hawkins is a member of Beech 
Grove voluntary fire department and 
has been complimented. 

Albert B. Redus, Machinist in the 
Electric Shop, Beech Grove, is shown 
with model of ship built to scale while 
he was serving as a machinist mate In 
U. S. Navy during W o r l d W a r I I . 

T H E toy train, shown above with its owner, G e o r g e F. Foote, Passenger Rep-
resentative, Cleveland, is 90 years old, but, even at that, is not as old as 

the railroad service record of the Foote family is long. 
Three generations of the family have spent their business careers with the 

New York Central. George , himself, to date has had 18 years of continuous 
service; his father, G e o r g e B. Foote, who retired in March, 1945, as Super
intendent, Personnel at Cleveland, was 48 years with the Central, and his 
grandfather, John Foote, locomotive engineer who started railroading in 1865, 
had 50 years of service. Together they accumulated a total of 116 years. 
In addition, an uncle, Charles Foote, deceased, former New York Central 
timekeeper in Cleveland, was a Central employe for 54 years. 

The crude train is an interesting example of such toys of nearly a century 
ago . M a d e of tin, it is 13 inches long and is a mere shell mounted on wheels. 
Mr . Foote purchased it recently at an antique shop at Streetsboro, O., near 
Cleveland, the owner of which found it in a collection of junk purchased from 
the estate of a deceased farmer. Its approximate age was established through 
collectors' catalogues. 

George ' s chief interest as a collector lies in cast-iron toys (manufactured 
mostly between 1890 and 1910), particularly horse-drawn vehicles, such as 
wagons, fire engines, etc. 

Miss N. Y. Central at 
Retiring Trio's Dinner 

Miss Karen Sue Kurry, four year 
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs . Kenneth 
Kurry, Middle town, Ohio, was crowned 
"Miss N e w York Central for 1948"' 
at a beauty contest, held November 
7. The contest was one of the fea
tures of a dinner held to honor three 
retir ing employes. Karen Sue was pre
sented with a corsage and a ribbon. 

Honored on their retirement were 
Phil ip Bierman, James R. Foreman, 
both of Middle town, and W a r r e n 
Arnett , of Celina, Ohio . T h e three 
men had combined service records of 
more than 100 years. 

M o r e than fifty employes and their 
wives attended the dinner at the Gas 

and Electric Audi tor ium. W . H . Apple , 
local Passenger Agent, acted as master 
of ceremonies. 

Bartsch is Guest; 
Meets " H a m " on Train 

Another instance of " H a m Radio 
Fr iendship" was experienced when 
W 2 V P Henry W . Bartsch, Agent, Eso-
pus, N . Y . r iding N o . 14 mentioned 
to another operator he had just sent 
his national receiver away. Overhear
ing the conversation, W 9 H X O of 
Illinois made himself known. I t 
developed he was working in im
mediate territory on electronic stress 
analysis for the A.A.R. Bartsch was in
vited out to see equipment and en
tertained in his home by W 9 H X O . 

Collinwood Foreman Gets Gold Pass Party for Kossuth 

This Toy Train is 90 Years Old 
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Mr. Wright Retires 

(Conc luded from page one) 

Central in 1944 he was appointed 
Superintendent of the Ohio Division, 
with headquarters at Springfield, O. 
In the same year he was promoted to 
Manager of Freight Transportat ion, 

at N e w York City. His next promo
tion was to the position of General 
Manager. He lives at Bronxville, N . Y . 

Fred A . Dawson 

Mr. Frawley was born in Buffalo, 
N . Y., in 1888. H e entered New 
York Central service in 1902 as a 
telegraph messenger at Buffalo and 
became telegraph operator in 1906. 
He was appointed Train Dispatcher at 
Buffalo in 1914 and was promoted to 
Trainmaster at Erie, Pa., in 1918. He 
became Assistant Superintendent of 
the Erie Division in 1937 and Super
intendent in 1940. 

J . J . Frawley 

H e was appointed Assistant to Gen
eral Manager, Line West , at Cleve
land, O., in 1943, and advanced to 
Assistant General Manager in 1945. 
He transferred to Syracuse, N . Y., in 
September of this year as Assistant 
General Manager, Line East. 

Mr . W r i g h t is 69 years old and 
lives at W h i t e Plains, N . Y. His 
office headquarters were in N e w York. 

After graduation from the Albany-
Business College in 1899, he took his 
first job on the Central as a clerk 
at Rotterdam Junction, N . Y . H e then 
served as a clerk in the Trainmaster 's 
office at Utica and in ' the Assistant 
Superintendent 's office in Albany. In 
1910 he became Chief Clerk in the 
Superintendent 's office at Utica. 

The Safety Department has inaugurated a training course for supervision in the New York Terminal District. The 
course consists of ten weekly sessions. A t each session a sound slide picture will be shown. These were produced 
by the National Safety Council, in cooperation with the United States Department of Labor. A certificate will be 
given to all employes completing the course. The program will be extended to other parts of the System as soon 
as possible. The personnel of the Terminal District is taking a keen interest in Safety, as is evidenced by the pic
tures. One shows the Safety layout at the north end of 65th Street Yard as viewed from the W e s t Side Express 
piers and car float bridges on the Hudson River, which is beyond the structure of the Express H ighway. Note the 
Highway. The other shows part of 65th Street Yard showing the tracks leading to the piers and car float bridges on 
the Hudson River, which is beyond the structure of the Express H ighway. Note the clean condition of the Yard 
and the neat piles of material. 

How to Process a Retirement 

Claim to Get Quick Handling 

A . H . W r i g h t 

After serving as Assistant Train
master on the Mohawk and River 
divisions, he was appointed Train
master of the River Division in 1913. 
He became Assistant Superintendent 
of the River Division in 1923, and in 
the following year was promoted to 
Superintendent. In 1932 he was ap
pointed Superintendent of the N e w 
York Terminal District & River Divi
sion. H e was then appointed Assistant 
General Manager, with headquarters 
in Syracuse, in 1937, and promoted to 
Vice President & General Manager, 
in 1941. W i t h the appointment of a 
General Manager last year, he became 
Vice President. 

W h e n a railroader, who has worked 
hard all his life, files his annuity ap
plication with the Railroad Retirement 
Board, he expects, and rightly so, that 
his claim will be handled fairly and 
efficiently and with a min imum of de
lay. N o t only has he earned this 
annuity by virtue of physical effort, 
but he has also made substantial month
ly contributions from his earnings dur
ing the last 11 years in order to 
assure some financial security in his 
old age. 

To the railroader, the awarding of 
an annuity probably appears to be a 
relatively simple process. Unfortu
nately this is not always true, and 
the purpose of this article is to point 
out some of the factors contributing to 
delays in making awards and to show 
that such delays are generally attrib
utable to circumstances beyond Board 
control. 

The filing of an application is only 
the initial step in making an annuity 

award. Once a claim has been filed, 
each bit of evidence to be used in its 
support must be carefully examined 
in the light of the provisions of the 
law. This examination process is 
technically known as the adjudication 
of a claim; and it may be relatively 
simple or relatively complex, depend
ing upon the circumstances involved 
in each specific case. In some in
stances, the claim may be completely 
adjudicated and ready for payment 
within a week or two after the appli
cation is filed: in others, making the 
award may take many weeks ; and 
in some extreme cases, a number of 
months . 

In any event, unnecessary delays can 
be prevented if applicants, employers, 
and all others concerned will co-operate 
by following carefully Board instruc
tions for completing and filing applica
tions, and by furnishing promptly any 
additional information and evidence 
which may be required. 

Month Needed for One M a n 

Exactly what is meant by the state
ment that adjudication of a claim may 
be a relatively simple or a relatively 
complex process, can be explained best 
by analyzing the claims of two former 
railroad employes who recently were 
awarded annuities. T h e facts in each 
instance have not been changed; fic
titious names have been used, however, 
to assure that the individuals will 
remain anonymous. 

Henry Smith was 32 years of age 
when he first began working as a car
man for one of the large eastern 
railroads. H e continued to work for 
this same railroad and at the same 
trade for more than 30 years. Even 
though he might have elected to retire 
in 1944, when he became 65, it wasn't 
until June of this year that Mr . Smith 
visited a Board field office and asked 
help in filing his application for an 
annuity. The field office which took 
Mr. Smith's application forwarded it 
immediately to the Bureau of Retire
ment Claims in the headquarters office 
in Chicago, and the examination of 
the claim was begun. 

Mr . Smith's case turned out to be 
one in which the adjudication process 

was fairly simple. Upon checking the 
records which were on file with the 
Board, it was found that his railroad 
service before 1937 had been verified, 
all preliminary forms had been com
pleted, and proof of his age had been 
established. On the same day on 
which the application was received, 
the Board also received a notice from 
his railroad employer confirming Mr. 
Smith's statements as to the dates on 
which he had stopped working and 
relinquished his employment rights. 

The adjudication of Mr. Smith's 
claim involved no unusual complica
tions, and was completed exactly one 
month after the application was official
ly filed. The case of Wi l l i am Brown, 
on the other hand, is representative of 
those in which unexpected develop
ments result in delays. Mr . Brown, a 
boilermaker, was only 52 years old 
when he was "pulled out of service" 
by his employer and declared physi
cally unable to continue his trade. 
Consequently, in January, 1947, he 
filed an application for an occupa
tional disability annuity with a Board 
field office. 

Reasons for the Delay 

The adjudication of Mr . Brown's 
claim was not accomplished as quickly 
or as easily as Mr. Smith's, with sev
eral factors contributing to the delay: 
( 1 ) Since Mr. Brown was several 
years under the usual retirement age, 
the record of his service before 1937 
had not- been entirely established at 
the time he filed his applicat ion; ( 2 ) 
at one time dur ing his railroad career, 
he had used the given name " J o h n " 
instead of "Wi l l i am," a discrepancy 
which had to be reconciled and which 
entailed the submission of affidavits 
signed by himself and by a disinter
ested person; ( 3 ) a complete medical 
report concerning his physical condi
tion had to be obtained from his last 
employer before a determination could 
be made by the Board as to whether 
he was disabled for his regular oc
cupat ion; and ( 4 ) the final reports 
of service and compensation for the 
year 1946 had not yet been received 
by the Board at the time Mr. Brown 
filed his application, making it nec
essary to request such a report from 
his last employer. 

Al though all of the correspondence 
to develop the necessary additional 
evidence was initiated by the Board in 
February, the necessary facts were not 
established for many weeks. One ad
ditional step, however, was necessary. 
Since Mr. Brown's claim involved dis
ability, the medical report of the doc
tor had to be examined and passed on 
by a special board in the Bureau of 
Retirement Claims. Once the facts 
were definitely recorded, the adjudica
tion of the claim proceeded normally. 

Al though several months elapsed 
between the filing and the award 
dates, Mr . Brown lost no money be
cause of the delay. His annuity was 
made effective as of January 1, 1947, 
and his first check was for the full 
amount to which he was entitled from 
that date through June 30, 1947. Not 
every disability annuity requires six 
months to process. Many can be com
pleted within a month or two. Never
theless, as a general rule, disability 
annuities do require more time than 
age annuities. 

Mr . Brown's case is an excellent 
example of how an employe can 
profit because of the 1946 amend
ments. Under the old law, he could 
not have met the requirements for a 
disability annuity and would have had 
to wait until he reached age 65 to 
qualify for an age annuity. 

The factors which contributed to 
the delay in developing the above 
case are only a few of a long list 
which are frequently encountered. 
Others, such as establishing an "em
ployment relation" and determining 
the creditability of pay for time lost 
or of service for contract employers, 
often prove to be time-consuming 
projects and may involve extensive 
exchanges of correspondence, field in
vestigations, or even legal opinions. 

If any railroad employe, whether 
he is contemplating immediate retire
ment or not, is aware of any dis
crepancy in his record which might 
prove a stumbling block when he ap
plies for an annuity, he should take 
immediate steps to obtain all pert inent 
information and evidence. 

I.H.B. Girls to Wed 
The Indiana Harbor Belt Auditor 's 

Office staff at Gibson, Ind., is going 
to be busy attending weddings . Four 
of their girls, Billie Yescitz, Kay Bu-
tyinsky, Frances Wasser and Donna 
Erickson, are taking the big step. 



10 Central Headlight December, 1947 

Central Headlight 
Published monthly for N e w York Central System employes and their fami

lies in eleven states and two provinces of Canada by the Depar tment of 
Public Relations. Contributions are invited but no responsibility is assumed 
for their return. Editorial offices, Room 1137, 466 Lexington Avenue, N e w 
York City. 

Editor 
C. W. Y. Currie 

C. A. Radford 
Cincinnati 

Associate Editors 
Frank A. Judd 

Chicago 

Volume VIII December, 1947 No. 12 

HOLIKDAY TRAVEL AND TRAVELERS 

DU R I N G this holiday month , the prospect is that the N e w York 
Central 's hundreds of passenger trains will handle even more 

than the capacity throngs which have filled them in the recent peace 
years. This is due not only to the present surge of travel but also 
to the fact the recent addit ion of some hundreds of coaches and cars 
to our fleet has increased materially our capacity to serve the traveling 
public. 

The pinch will be felt, however, and severely, in the holiday rush 
for accommodations in our sleeping cars. Numerous as these are, they 
are still insufficient to meet the peak needs and the new sleeping 
cars now under construction will not be available until some time 
next year. 

Accordingly, the Opera t ing and Traffic Depar tments face a situation 
which demands the cooperation of every department involved in the 
transportation of our patrons. Our happy, home-going patrons deserve 

best attention and care we can provide for them. W e know 
they will receive it. 

The best Christmas present any N e w York Central employe can 
give to the men and women who help to pay our wages and salaries, 
is to do his part to increase the safety and courtesy which for so many 
years have been traditional with this railroad. 

In the rush and bustle of the holiday season, we have an out
standing opportunity to br ing these factors to the attention of our 
patrons. A little extra attention, care or thoughtfulness, a helpful 
word said in the proper way, can do much to win for us new friends, 
as well as to keep our old travelers. 

Our kindness, as well as our efficiency, can talk in giant tones. 

Twelve Rules For Courtesy 
T h e following suggestions to im

prove railroad service were made re
cently by Allan B. McCarte, a Pul lman 
Conductor working out of Chicago: 

1—Pullman cars are operated pri
marily for the comfort and convenience 
of their passengers. W i t h o u t passen
gers there could be no Pul lman Com
pany. 

2 — S o ! it becomes an order, that 
every conductor and porter remember 
always to treat all passengers wi th 
courtesy and careful consideration. 

3—Along with the sale of the ac
commodation goes service. It is the 
object of the Pul lman Company to 
give their passengers the very best 
service in the world. 

4 — T h e service is not a speical at
tention to any one passenger. Pull
man Service means the limit of courte
ous, efficient attention to each and 
every passenger. 

5—This is the kind of service that 
the passenger pays for when he buys 
his space. It rests with the conductor 
and porter whether the passenger 
goes away disappointed or well 
pleased. 

6—Passengers are men and women 
of taste and refinement from all parts 
of the wor ld—make them "Feel at 
Home . " Make them feel you have 
given more sincere service than they 
ever before received. 

7—Impress upon your passengers 
the "Fine good fellowship spirit ." T h e 
"No-trouble-to-help-you" spirit . Never 
be perky, pungent , or fresh. 

8—Always remember that the pas
senger expects to receive service wi th 
celerity, courtesy and cheerfulness. 

9—The passenger should find his 
smaller wants anticipated and fulfilled. 

It pleases him and makes him feel 
he has been given something extra 
and unexpected. 

10—Remember snap judgments are 
sometimes faulty. Always think be
fore acting. You cannot afford to be 
superior or sullen with any passenger. 

1 1 — N o Pul lman employe is allowed 
the privilege of arguing any point 
wi th a passenger. Take heed, that in 
all discussions, the employe is dead 
wrong from the passenger's standpoint 
and from the employer 's . 

12—Right now, every new pas
senger is just as valuable to the Pull
man Company as old passengers. Re
member that, for each new passenger 
is an old passenger in the making. 
See that you do your part to make 
him come back with his family and 
his friends. 

Beech Grove Car 

Department News 
Recent promotions in the Cart Dept . : 

O. L. Easton, transferred to Assistant 
General Foreman, Passenger Depart
ment, vice F. J. Kossuth transferred 
to Buffalo; R. R. Harr i t t transferred 
to truck foreman, Passenger Depart
ment vice Mr . Easton; R. S. D o d d 
transferred to W e l d i n g Foreman, suc
ceeding Mr. Har r i t t ; D . F. Miller, 
carman, Freight Depar tment , promoted 
to W o r k Inspector. 

Joseph Stefferman, Coach Repairer, 
retired November 15. 

Miss Doris Betzold, clerk in Supt. 
Shops Office, was married to W . L. 
Ryan, former clerk in same office, 
Thanksgiving Day at St. Peter & 
Paul 's Cathedral , Indianapolis . 

Railroad News 

T H E working capital of the rail-
roads has been going down in the 

last 18 months at the rate of more 
than a million dollars a day because 
the cost of rail transportation is go
ing up faster than the price which 
THE railroads are allowed to charge 
for their service, Wi l l i am T. Faricy, 
President, Association of American 
Railroads, recently said. 

In spite of the railroads' serious 
financial situation and the existing 
car shortage, Mr . Faricy added, the 
railroads have turned in an epic per
formance this year. 

"More tons of freight have been 
moved more miles so far this year 
than ever before in time of peace," he 
went on, "and more carloads have 
been moved so far this year than in 
the same elapsed portion of any of 
the war years, and this with fewer 
freight cars." 

"The railroads today are doing the 
best job of railroading they have ever 
done," Colonel J. Monroe Johnson, 
Director, Office of Defense Transpor
tation, recently declared at a joint 
luncheon of the Nat ional Association 
of Shippers Advisory Boards and the 
Traffic Club of St. Louis. 

"If the railroads had not reached the 
peak efficiency with which they now 
perform," Colonel Johnson said, "this 
country would be in consternation of 
defeat in its objectives and its ambi
tions. 

"They are loading 12 per cent more 
carload traffic than they did in 1930, 
and are performing 68 per cent more 
ton-miles in transportation service than 
they did then." 

However, Colonel Johnson stated, 
"we must do better if we are going to 
take care of the transportation load in 
the immediate future. There must be 
even more efficiency. Corners must be 
cut. W e must load more in the same 
number of cars, and move them farther 
per day." 

Wil l iam T. Faricy, President. Asso
ciation of American Railroads, de
clared that " the triple keys to the fu
ture of railroads as a business are 
earnings, investment, and improve
ment." 

Denying that increased railroad rates 
have been responsible for the current 
spiral of inflation, Mr . Faricy asserted 
that "it was not such increases which 
caused wart ime rises in prices, because 
at the end of the war railroad freight 
rates were no higher than they were 
at the beginning." 

Declaring that coordination of the 
nation's transportation facilities, under 
a single regulatory authority, is abso
lutely essential in the interest of econ
omy and efficiency, R. V . Fletcher, 
Special Counsel, Association of Amer
ican Railroads, recently told the Presi
dent 's Air Policy Commission that 
there is no sound reason for denying 

Information Booth 
BELOW are given the answers to a number of questions asked recently 

by some of our readers. They are printed here in. the expectation 
that they will interest others besides those who made the inquiries. 

1 — The New York Central's Selkirk Yard in the Albany 
District, has 271 tracks and covers 690 acres. It can 
accommodate 9452 cars. 

2 — Chemical treatment of water, to counteract the ef
fects of harmful ingredients, began on the railroads 
of this country about 1891. 

3 — The London, Midland & Scottish Railway, Britain's 
biggest, is experimenting with roller bearings on 22 
of 150 locomotives now under construction and is 
fitting 20 others with poppet valve gear. 

4 — Montreal is named after Mount Royal, or Mont Real, 
the name Jacques Cartier gave, in 1535, to the moun
tain which overlooks the city. 

the railroads the privilege of engaging 
in air operations. 

Mr . Fletcher contended that it was 
contrary to the American system of 
free competitive enterprise to reject 
arbitrarily all such railroad bids. 

20,000,000 Home 

Gardens 1948 Goal 
Twenty million Freedom Gardens in 

1948—that is the min imum goal rec
ommended by the Secretary of Agri
culture in a statement on October 5. 

Secretary Anderson stressed the im
portance of home gardening in the 
current program to help meet the criti
cal world needs for food. " T h e pro
duce from these gardens," the Sec
retary said, "can take the place of 
many foods vitally needed for export ." 

20th Century Limited 
By FRED W . D O U G H E R T Y , 

Fireman, Mohawk Division. 

WH E R E the Valley twists and turns 
By the Railroad's right of way 

The Century is a-running 
And she makes her time today. 

Like a mighty long grey python 
She comes winding round a turn. 
A streak of streamlined silver 
As the rails she seems to burn. 

There's power in her drivers 
There's sleekness in her lines. 
She's making Railroad History— 
The Century makes her time. 

A streak of streamlined silver 
A-rushing through the night. 
With her dazzling, gleaming diners 
And her waiters garbed in white. 

A flash there in the moonlight 
Where the rails are shining bright. 
And she seeks her destination— 
As her lights wink out of sight. 

Letters of the Month 
Route I, Box 87 

Spring Lake, M ich . 

September 26, 1947. 

New York Central System, 

New York, N . Y. 

Permit me to express to you my 
appreciation and deep gratitude for 
the courtesies extended to me by the 
entire train crew of train N o . 44 out 
of G rand Rapids to New York on Sep
tember 23. 

Inasmuch as the writer is one who 
is blind, this attention on the part of 
your crew was very much part of the 
joy of riding New York Central. In 
fact, it was so marked that it over
flowed to the passengers as well. 

I wish to express my special appre
ciation to the porter on the sleeper, 
though I do not know the car number 
nor his name. Also, to the dining-car 
steward and his crew. They were all 
very helpful. 

Charles O . Parmele. 

To the Editor, 
Central Headl ight, 
New York, N . Y. 

C o m i n g on the Pacemaker from Ch i 
cago to New York recently, I was 
struck by the fine qualities of the Por
ter on our coach. He was well past 
middle age and knew his business thor
oughly. H e answered questions cour
teously and fully; handled difficult sit
uations (such as b a g g a g e in the aisle 
and persistent smokers in the coaches) 
with firmness, tact and good humor. 
To the casual observer, he was doing 
his utmost to impress the public that 
he was a fitting employe of the great 
railroad for which he worked. 

Inquiry brought the information that 
his name is John Kelly; home, C h i c a g o ; 
employe of the Central since 1926. 
John for a long time was a dining car 
waiter on the Century. 

Garnett L. Eskew 
Washington, D. C . 
November 14, 1947 

The above chart is being used by the Indiana State Chamber of Commerce in presenting to the public of that state 
some reasons why there should not be more government control and influence in transportation. It is regarded as a 
powerful argument for private enterprise. 
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Chicagoan Finds 
British Like Yanks 

Horace Chapman, Usher in the La-
Salle Street Station, Chicago, recently 
returned from a two-month trip to his 
native Norwich, Norfolk, England, 
where he visited his father, an aunt 
and a brother. It was his first visit to 
his native land in more than 26 years. 

In his travels about England Mr . 
Chapman observed that the majority 
of people with whom he came in con
tact evinced a highly friendly feeling 
toward the American people. Rail
roads, he noted, are generally in need 
of modernization. They will be na
tionalized January 1. Clothes and all 
kinds of foods, wi th the exception of 
home-grown fruits, are severely ra
tioned. 

Hotel accommodations are scarce, 
he states, and advises anyone planning 
to visit England dur ing the next cou
ple of years, and particularly those 
expecting to attend the Olympic 
Games, to make reservations in ad
vance. In this respect Mr . Chapman 
offers to arrange accommodations in 
private homes for those who have no 
friends or relatives of their own in 
England. 

W h e n Mr . Chapman departed for 
England he took with him a supply of 
N e w York Central folders and pic
tures, which he gave to his old school 
in Norwich . T h e folders and some of 
the pictures were given to the pupils 
and the other pictures were put up 
in the school. Space on the Queen 
Mary and Queen Elizabeth was ar
ranged for him by A. W . Emerson, 
retired District Passenger Agent for 
the N e w York Central in Chicago. 

Dayton NYC Employe 
Author of Two Songs 

E. J. Kinzig, an employe in the 
N e w York Central Freight Office at 
Dayton, Ohio for the past 29 years, 
recently blossomed out as the author 
of two popular songs "Never Let It 
Be Said" and "Last N igh t . " 

These songs, published by the Nor -
dyke Publ ishing Company of Califor
nia, are being "p lugged" by radio on 
the Hol lywood Melody H o u r in the 
western part of the country but have 
not been heard in the East by this 
medium. 

Mr . Kinzig asks his N e w York Cen
tral friends to request local orchestras 
and radio stations in the East to play 
his songs. H e thinks "they will be 
found to be wor th whi le . " 

Kinzig wrote the words of the songs 
and the music was wri t ten by David 
Ha l l . 

NYC Has 20,000 Pensioners, J. G. Castle Tells 300 at Eleventh 
Elkhart Recognition Dinner 

Some of the 1947 pensioners, pictured at retirement party of Elkhart " Y . " Slightly less than half of this year's pen
sioners were present but 300 persons attended the annual dinner. 

A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 300 attended the 
eleventh annual Recognition Din

ner at the Elkhart, Ind., Y.M.C.A., 
November 1, to honor 63 N e w York 
Central employes who retired dur ing 
1947. The 63 pensioners, three of 
whom are now deceased, had total 
service of 2,286 years. 

T h e principal speakers on a well-
rounded program were J. G. Castle, 
Assistant to Vice President, Personnel 
and Public Relations, N e w York, and 
E. P . Bickford, Labor Relations Of
ficer of the Railroad Retirement Board. 
F. H . Garner, Superintendent, for the 
Western Division, Chicago, was toast-
master. 

Mr . Castle pointed out that over 
20,000 retired employes of the N e w 
York Central are receiving pensions or 
annuities and that more than 900 em
ployes and pensioners have had over 
50 years of service. H e added that 
there are more than 136,000 N e w 
York Central employes and their av
erage age is 45 years. Their average 
length of service he gave as 16 years, 
which is longer than that of most 
other large industries and indicates 
that rai lroading gets into the blood. 

Mr . Bickford described numerous 
important phases of the new Railroad 
Retirement Act, which became effec
tive this year. 

Invocation was by the Reverend 
Father Robert Contant, Assistant Pas-
tor of St. Vincent 's Catholic Church. 
A. F. Shoup, President of the Elkhart 
Chapter, N e w York Central Pension
ers, extended a short greeting, and 
George Vernier responded for • the 
1947 class. 

Dinner music was provided by Mrs . 
Wal t e r Nadolny, Mrs . Robert Kessler, 

1 9 ; L. M. Lambright, 4 4 ; H . E. Lang, 
4 0 ; J. E. Leonard, 5 5 ; G. W . Locke," 
4 4 ; J. J. Lowery, 3 5 ; J. R. Lynn, 3 4 ; 
Ben Mat ino, 3 1 ; G. E. Masten, 3 4 ; 
John Matuszewski, 2 2 ; C. J. McBeth, 
4 6 ; A. F. McFarland, 2 2 ; L. J. Miller, 
3 3 ; H . L. Nowels , 3 8 ; C. R. Ocker, 
4 0 ; Edward Palmer, 30 ; J. H . Payne, 
2 7 ; C. G. Prugh, 34 ; J. L. Reece (de
ceased) , 5 2 ; C. J. Rippke, 2 6 ; C. I. 
Rowe, 15 ; J. T . Ryan, 4 0 ; L. J. Schu-
ler, 30 ; W . B. Sherman, 4 3 ; W . W . 
Sigerfoos, 36 1 / 2 ; A. E. Smith, 2 9 ; 
S. R. Swanson, 3 8 ; S. R. Swihart, 3 6 ; 
D . F. Teeter, 4 3 ; O. A. Truex, 4 2 ; 
L. M. Ulery, 4 3 ; S. S. VanPatten, 3 4 ; 
G. E. Vernier, 4 6 ; J. A. Wal l ing , 1 5 ; 
C. F. Whitney, 4 4 ; A. A. Whi t r igh t , 
30 ; H . W . Wroblewski , 4 6 ; H . L. 
Zimmerman, 4 1 . 

Indiana Columnist 
Praises NYC Service 

In a recent issue of the Indianapolis 
Star, Columnist Joe Adams, who is 
regarded by many in Indiana as per
haps the current successor to Ernie 
Pyle, had an article which was out
standing in its praise of N e w York 
Central service. 

Adams describes the N e w York Cen
tral port ion of a two-thousand-mile 
railroad trip, all of it made in coaches. 
H e wrote: 

" N o w the new trains, the Diesels, 
the deluxe coaches are in service. 
More than that, there is a new spirit 
of courtesy and helpfulness that of
ficials previously had only hoped for." 

H e mentions particularly Ralph E. 
W e b b of the N e w York Central 's 
downtown ticket office, Indianapolis, 
and Owen S. Richardson, Passenger 
Representative at the Indianapolis Sta
tion. 

His final paragraph reads: 
"But the Conductor who really went 

all out was a little, sandy-haired man 
I encountered one early morning at 
DeKalb Junction on the R. W . & O. 
Division of the N . Y . C. 'Come in,' 
he said to passengers, 'and make your
selves to home. ' 

"And on the tr ip he entertained 
youngsters, reassured oldsters, pointed 
out places of interest, such as the big 
electronic plant near Syracuse, and 
made an otherwise dreary trip pleas
ant. Fellows of that type deserve a 
lot of credit." 

Kalamazoo Boy Cited for Averting Accident 

Picture courtesy Kalamazoo (Mich.) Gazette. 

F O R his prompt action in averting 
a possible train accident at Gales-

burg, Mich. , a few miles east of 
Kalamazoo, last August 2, Ronald 
Cole, a 13-year-old eight grade pupil , 
has been given a citation for his 
alertness, plus a fat check. 

T h e presentation was made recent
ly at a meet ing of the Kalamazoo 
Rotary Club, at which Ronald was the 
guest of honor, by E. W . Hobbs, 
Supervisor of Personnel for the N e w 
York Central in Detroi t . 

Specifically the award was for re
por t ing a two-ton steel casting lodged 
on the westbound main track of the 
N e w York Central at Galesburg. The 
casting, which was about 10 feet long, 

had fallen from a flat car in an east-
bound freight train and blocked the 
westbound track. 

Ronald noticed the casting as soon 
as the freight train passed, ran to the 
Galesburg chief of police who, in turn, 
warned the Galesburg Agent in t ime to 
protect westbound movements, particu
larly the N e w England Wolver ine , 
which was due to pass through Gales
burg shortly. N o w Ronald thinks Christ
mas came early this year—for him. 

In the above picture, taken at the 
Rotary Club luncheon are, left to 
right, Ronald ; B. D . Maltby, Super
intendent, Michigan Division, Jack
son; Mr. Hobbs, and E. H . O'Keefe, 
Assistant Superintendent. 

Miss Elizabeth Howard, Secretary to 
Clark Dilger, Secretary, Pass Bureau, 
Ch i cago , recently became the bride of 
Richard Dugan, in the rectory of St. 
Edmunds Church, Oak Park, III. A re
ception followed. Attendants at the 
wedding were Miss Louise Uribarri, 
office of Vice President Brinkworth, and 
Miss Ma ry Jane Dugan, sister of the 
bridegroom and employed in the Pass 
Bureau. 

Mrs . Dugan started service with the 
New York Central in February, 1943, 
in the Transportation Bureau and en
tered the Pass Bureau in August, 1946. 
Her father, Harold E. Howard, is em
ployed as Yard Foreman for the Indiana 
Harbor Belt. 

Ruth, Josephine and Pat Nadolny, wife 
and daughters of Wal te r Nadolny, Ma
chinist at the Elkhart roundhouse. 
Addit ional entertainment was pro
vided by Sergt. Glenn Viall of the 
N e w York Central Police Department , 
Chicago, who mystified with his feats 
of magic and by Ed Hudson of the 
Rock Island Lines, Chicago, who gave 
a comedy act. 

Arrangements were in charge of 
Scott W . Spencer, General Yardmas
ter, Elkhart, and President of the Rail
road Y.M.C.A. Board; Louis J. Iani-
g r o ; Snead Low, Railroad Secretary of 
the Y.M.C.A. ; Ralph Bronson, Ches
ter Maxfield, Frank Shoup, L. D . Cor
nelius and Richard Kirkwood. 

T h e committees were: Food, Mr . 
Ianigro, Mr . Maxfield, Howard Allen, 
Charles Cornelius, Roland Dickerhoff, 
Wesley Mayfield, Carl Smole, Bob 
Snyder, Don Harr is , Louis DiCamil lo , 
Jack Clifford, Harry Wi l l i ams and 
Max Bontrager ; reception, Mr . Spen
cer, Mr . Shoup. W . W . Hopkins , W . 
I. Golden, Mrs . W . E Gordon and 
Mrs . Ramsey H o p k i n s ; decorations, 
Mr and Mrs . Hank Helms, Mrs . Inez 
Haid, Mr . Bronson, M r s . Tom Davis, 
Mrs . Rosetta Coffman, Mrs . Carrie 
Shelt and Mrs . Alice Smolinski; en
tertainment, Paul Bushong, Mrs . Kirk
wood and Mr. Bronson; transporta
tion, Mr . Cornelius, Harry Green and 
Mr. Bachman; program and publicity, 
Mr . Low. 

T h e 1947 pensioners and their years 
of service follow: G. C. Baylor, 4 4 ; 
H . E. Barnhart (deceased) , 3 8 ; C. R. 
Bell, 4 4 ; R. P . Boggs, 3 4 ; F. M. 
Brown, 3 4 ; R. E. Burns, 2 7 ; F. E. 
Cartwright (deceased) , 3 7 ; T . J. 
Casey, 3 1 ; Frank Curo, 3 0 ; Clarence 
Davis , 2 8 ; C. M . Dunn , 4 5 ; W . C. 
Figel, 4 6 ; Joe Foulks, 2 8 ; G. L. Fow
ler, 4 2 ; Edward Franger, 4 2 ; A. C. 
Freimund, 2 7 ; E. A. Gardner , 3 7 ; M . 
F. Glabensky, 4 0 ; John W . Graves, 4 4 ; 
A. W . Hathaway, 4 4 y 2 ; E. C. Her-
rick, 4 0 ; J. E. Hil ls , 2 5 ; Rosario 
Iannarelli , 4 0 ; Frank Janowski , 4 3 ; 
J. E. Johnson, 3 8 ; Charles Kalabiska, 

I. H. B. Workers Feted 
Eighty-five employes of the Indiana 

Harbor Belt Subway office, Gibson, 
Indiana, honored nine of their co
workers at a banquet October 14, at 
a Thornton , Illinois, restaurant. They 
were Mrs . Edna Mack, Miss Betty 
Arvay and Miss Susan Arvay, for 20 
years of service each; John Little, Ray 
Beatty, Vincent Howard and Henry 
Konefsky for 25 years' service, and 
Mrs . Mable Dewey and Miss Carrie 
Delaney on their retirement. 

An enjoyable program, prepared by 
Miss Vivian Waise and Miss Eleanor 
Froling, was presented by employes. 

Statistics! 

Mrs. Rappaport and Mrs . Bloom
berg met, and the fol lowing conversa
tion took place. 

" I hear you got another baby, Mrs . 
Rappaport , and it's a darl ink!" 

"Yes , " enthused Mrs . Rappaport , 
"i t coitenly is a darlink!" 

" W h a t ' s this one, the fourth or the 
fifth?" 

"It 's the fifth one ." 
" W h a t are you calling the new 

baby?" 
"It 's a little goil, so I 'm calling 

it Ming Toy, Ming Toy Rappaport!" 
" W h y Ming Toy? Dot ' s no name 

for a baby?" 
"Vei l , " explained Mrs. Rappaport , 

" I was reading a big book, and in 
the book it said, 'Every fifth child that 
is born is a Chinese. ' W h o am I to 
argue?" 

Play-off winners [from left) E. Standen, H . D. Shannon, R. E. Mober ly and 
J . S. Small. 

A F T E R a rainy spring which de-
layed the opening of the season, 

the Golf League of the N e w York 
Central Athletic Association of De
troit completed a schedule of 15 
matches in which 20 teams, each com
posed of four men, participated. 

T h e season championship was won 
by the Wolver ines , captained by Rob
ert Barrie and including D . Gander , 
D . Rice, E. LaCombe, and B. F. 
Pontey. Play-off matches were held 
by the top eight teams. This cham
pionship was won by the Superin
tendent of Equipment team, captained 
by H . D . Shannon and including J. S. 
Small, E. Standen and R. E. Moberly. 

A summer tournament was held on 
June 28 in which 60 members played, 
and the final tournament and banquet 
were held at W a r r e n Valley Golf 
Club on September 27. Eighty play

ers attended the tournament and 
banquet. N . J. Nicolay, office of 
Audi tor of Expenditures, handled the 
job of toastmaster capably. 

Prizes were awarded to the lowest 
net scorers in the tournament and first 
prize was won by W . Brandt, office 
of Audi tor Freight Accounts. Trophies 
were awarded to the Wolver ines and 
the Superintendent of Equipment 
teams. Trophies were also awarded 
to N . J . Nicolay, who had the low 
handicap for the season, and to G. 
LaRose, Wes t Detroi t Engine House, 
who made the greatest improvement 
in his handicap. 

T h e party closed wi th the showing 
of movies of the final play-offs made 
by H . Nichols and M. Friedman, and 
the beautiful N e w York Central col
ored movie, " N e w York Calling, ' 
which was shown by J. M a x . 

fie Sure Every Cigaret and Cigar Is Out 
Before You Throw It Away 
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Let's Know the Facts 
(Conc luded from Page O n e ) 

of this year, the losses jumped to $ 1 . 7 3 for every $ 1 0 0 of freight 
revenue. This indicates a freight claim loss totaling about $ 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 
on the Central this year. 

This is an alarming increase—but it isn't peculiar to the Central. 
T h e same th ing is happening on the railroads as a whole. Freight 
claim payments by the railroads nationally are approaching the highest 
mark in 2 7 years—the $ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 total for 1 9 2 0 . 

A number of factors are responsible. T h e higher the cost of goods, 
the more it costs us to make good for loss and damage. The quality 
of containers has deteriorated. These and some other causes are out 
of your control. 

But there are a number of ways in which you can he lp—and help 
yourself, as well as your railroad. 

For instance, take less-than-carload freight. About one-third of 
our payments are on LCL traffic. Here we need more care in the 
actual physical handl ing and trucking, more attention to segregation 
of the light and fragile from the rough and heavy, and better 
stowing for better security. 

T h e remaining two-thirds of our payments are on carload traffic. 
Of our total freight claim loss, about 7 5 % is for damage, 2 0 % for 
loss of the shipments, and the remainder for delay. 

O n all types of freight, we need more careful handling- of the 
cars in switching. W e need closer examination of freight at the time 
of acceptance—particularly of containers, marking and the number 
of packages. W e need more care in bil l ing and in handl ing of billing. 

Everyone in Freight Service Can Help 

W E need, frankly, more attention to every phase involved in the 
movement of freight. Handlers , train service employes and 

agents and clerks all can help. 
T h e Central has long been known for its dependability. W e need 

to keep that reputat ion—to keep our customers! 
T o improve this situation, an educational t raining program has 

been underway this year at many of our principal stations. It has 
met with a hearty response. 

W e are expanding this program. As one step, we will soon place 
in use a visual education car, to help show all concerned the right 
way in freight transportation. 

These training activities should be very helpful, but they can't 
do the job in themselves. They can only point the way. The answer 
depends on local and individual responsibil i ty—how well you do 
your part . 

Damage prevention is an essential part of service—which is the 
only th ing we have to sell. To keep our reputation and our customers, 
and to develop new customers, we need to make every month "Perfect 

l ipping Mon th . " 
By doing your part, you can help increase your job security, and 

help fight dangerous inflation by seeing that more goods reach the 
market. Everybody's help is needed, and is impor tan t—and every
body will gain. I sincerely hope we can count on you in "this most 
important fight against needless waste. 

President 

Air Race Winner Chief Speaker at 
Cleveland "Y " Booster Dinner 

Friendship Train Arrives in New York over N. Y. Central 

General Foreman A. L 

Swanson Retires at 65 
Arthur L. Swanson, General Fore

man, Rolling Stock, at Weehawken, 
N e w Jersey, recently retired at the 
age of 65 after 42 years of service. 

Many friends and fellow business 
associates attended an "Open House" 
held in his honor at which time he 
was presented with a purse and Mrs . 
Swanson was the recipient of a 
corsage and bouquet . 

Mr . Swanson started with the Cen
tral in 1905 as an Agent in the Old 
Freight House at Ravena, N e w York, 
where he worked until 1916, when he 
was transferred to Kingston as a Piece 
W o r k Inspector. In 1917 he went tp 
Weehawken as a Foreman and was 
promoted to General Foreman on 
May 1, 1942. 

John Evans, Detroit, 

Dies Suddenly at 65 
John Evans, Special Engineer in 

the District Engineer 's Office, De
troit, died suddenly Oct. 26, in a 
Macon, Ga., Hospi tal , where he was 
taken whi le enroute to Florida for a 
vacation. Mr . Evans was 65 . H e gradu
ated from the University of Michigan 
as a Civil Engineer, and entered the em
ploy of the Michigan Central June, 
1904, working on the Detroit River 
Tunnel project until 1910. when he 
was appointed Division Engineer at 
Detroit , which position he held until 
August , 1946, when he was appointed 
Special Engineer. H e is survived by 
his wife, three daughters and a son. 

A t top some of the specially painted cars on a float in Mew York H a r b o r , 
with the Statue of Liberty in the background. 

A m o n g those who arrived in G rand Central Terminal on the passenger portion 
of the Friendship Train brought into New York C i ty by the New York Central 
were, at bottom (left to r ight ) : Jean Beliard, representing the Italian Ambas 
sador; Mrs. Drew Pearson; Henry Kaiser, train leader; Mrs. Albert Tarchiano, 
wife of the Italian Ambassador to the United States; Dr. Luigi Nardi , Italian 
General Consul at New York C i ty ; Mrs . Na rd i ; and Gera ld W . Welsh, Mayor 
of G rand Rapids, M ich igan, and President of the U. S. Conference of Mayors. 
They were greeted by Martin J. Alger, Vice President, Traffic, New York Central 
System, extreme right. 

New Gulf Curve Improvement is Opened 
(Concluded from page one) 

A layout of the old and the new railroad lines at Little Falls is shown in this photograph taken just after the 
Empire State proceeded west after stopping briefly for ceremonies which opened the passenger tracks on the new 
embankment. A t left is seen the Mohawk River, flowing in its new channel. 

Cook Cle land, 1947 Thompson Trophy Air Race winner, former Navy dive 
bomber pilot and Lieutenant Commander in the Naval Reserve, was the chief 
speaker at the first of a series of five monthly dinners planned by the C leve
land Railroad Y.M.C.A. , to bring labor, management and supervision to
gether in evenings of fun and fellowship. 

In the picture, left to right: R. W . Andrews, Freight A g e n t and Chairman 
of the " Y " ; Cook C le land; Ed G ibbons , Assistant General Manager , N . Y. 
Central, in C leveland; and V. E. Peterson, Supervisor of Personnel, Cleveland. 

Cook made a vivid speech about the race and his personality made him 
well liked by the more thn fifty persons attending the dinner. Toastmaster 
was Mr . G ibbons . Freight A g e n t R. W . Andrews gave an address of welcome. 

Wa l te r Ferris, Executive Secretary of the " Y " , led group singing and 
special musical program was furnished by Donald Andrews, son of R. W . 
Andrews. Don plays the piano and the organ. 

R. A . Struble was chairman of the Booster Dinner Committee, which in
cluded E. A . Russell, Law Department; Clarence Bower, C a r Department, 
Linndale; Oll ie Stork of the Shops; Joe Mart in, C a r Department, Not t ingham; 
Steve Rudy, Col l inwood Shops; R. W . Andrews, O range Avenue and Stanley 
Prague. 

Rock fill from the new channel and 
rock borrow were used to fill the old 
channel to a point 12 feet above aver
age water level. A gravel embank
ment, approximately 30 feet above the 
rock fill, with stone facing, 10 feet high, 
then was constructed. Cinders to a 
depth of 15 inches and 18 inches of 
crushed rock ballast on top of the 
embankment complete the new roadbed. 

Two Bridges Constructed 

As another part of the improvement, 
two four-tracked bridges of steel and 
concrete were built . One is a 67-foot 
span over State* Highway 5105, and 
the other is a 40-foot span over a 
single-tracked industrial siding. 

As a result of the elimination of the 

old railroad curve and of the elbow 
in the river, the highway will be 
straightened at this point. T w o blind 
curves, caused by following the river's 
former elbow and by passing sharply 
under the former railroad tracks, will 
be eliminated, making the highway 
considerably safer for vehicular traffic. 
This work will be undertaken as soon 
as the old tracks are removed. 

All contract work, including excava
tion, grading and construction of the 
embankment and bridges, was carried 
out by the Walsh Construction Com
pany. The new track and signal work 
was accomplished by N e w York Cen
tral forces. 

Gulf Curve was originally con
structed on the line of the old Utica & 

Schenectady Railroad, opened in 1836, 
and was necessitated by the narrow
ness of the Appalachian gap carved 
out eons ago by the Mohawk. Through 
the years, Gulf Curve was improved 
in design and the roadbed was greatly 
strengthened. 

Despite many years of safe opera
tion of all trains at this point under a 
standing "slow order," the human ele
ment could not be removed entirely, 
and ultimately caused the serious wreck 
of the Lake Shore Limited at the Little 
Falls Gulf Curve in Apr i l , 1940. 

Plans were made dur ing 1940 and 
1941 for the elimination of the Little 
Falls curve, but because of wartime 
shortages of materials and manpower 
the project had to be postponed. 


