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G. Metzman, President of the New 
York Central System, recently received 
the following letter from Frank S. 
Ross, Major General, U. S. Army, 
Chief of Transportation: 

"Following months of arduous serv
ice on the continent, the 718th Rail
way Operating Battalion, sponsored by 
the New York Central, will soon be 
on the high seas heading back to the 
United States. It is, perhaps, a fitting 
time for me to write you of our ap
preciation for the highly creditable 
job done by the 718th in Europe. 

"The battalion arrived in France 
during the third week of August, 
1944, and was immediately assigned 
to the Folligny rail yards. The unit 
opened the yards, and has since op
erated in Bar-le-Duc, Sezanne, Con-
flans, in France; and in parts of Ger
many as well. 

"During the Battle of the Bulge, 
the 718th was given the tremendous 
job of evacuating the Third Army 
from the territory adjacent to Bene-
stroff, and moving in the Seventh 
Army as reinforcements. By VE-day 
the battalion had hauled over 9,000,-
000 gross tons of supplies to and from 
the front lines of the Allied Armies. 

"Throughout their service in this 
theater, the officers and enlisted men 
of the 718th made an exceptionally 
valuable contribution to the success of 
the Transportation Corps' mission. It 
is a pleasure to tender you my thanks 
for your cooperation in sponsoring this 
unit, and through you to your entire 
organization." 

Joins U. S. Embassy, 
Shanghai, as A t t a c h e 

Davis Westlake, CPM, son of 
C. E. Westlake of Geneva, Ohio, a 
veteran engineman working out of 
Ashtabula, recently was assigned as 
Naval Attache at the American Embassy 
in Shanghai. 

He has been in the regular Navy 
eight years and overseas two years. He 
participated in the Guam landing and 
in engagements in the Solomon Islands. 

Harry L. Buhler, right, General Supervisor of Labor Camps, Office of Engineer, 
Maintenance of Way, System, and the members of the staff of the Mexican Labor 
Department in New York City look over magazines from Mexico to be distributed 
to labor camps housing Mexican laborers on the System. Staff members, left to 
right, are Thomas H. Armstrong, Assistant General Supervisor; Miss Julia Hickey, 
Secretary; William P. Younge, Assistant Supervisor; A. Mendoza, Interpreter-
Investigator; and Mr. Buhler. At top: a typical track gang of Mexican laborers 
are shown at work on the Main Line replacing old ties and tamping new ballast 

beneath the track. 

"Mil gracias, amigos!" To our friendly neighbors from south of 
the border the New York Central can, and does, most heartily 

say "A thousand thanks." The New York Central was the first eastern 
road to investigate and develop the possibilities of Mexico as source 
of labor and to import workers. All told, a total of 11,802 men 
crossed the border under contract to the New York Central. 

Without the aid of these thousands of Mexican nationals who left 
their families and homes to journey far into the north to a strange 
land and to live with people speaking a different language amid 
unfamiliar customs and surroundings, the transportation miracle that 
grew out of the war, and in which the New York Central played no 
small role, might well have assumed an entirely different aspect. 

They Come from All Parts of Mexico 

G . C . Hess, Bridge Drafts
man, Awed by Task a t 
Clinton Works — Served 
as an Assistant Engineer 

GILBERT C. HESS, Draftsman, 
Bridge Department, Lines West, 

tells the following story of his work in 
connection with the building of the 
Atomic Bomb plant at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee: 

"On August 11, 1944 my work was 
completed at the Clinton Engineering 
Works at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and 
I returned to Cleveland, Ohio, where 
I have been employed as a draftsman 
in the Bridge Department, Lines West. 

"At the Clinton Engineering Works 
I was employed by Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corporation as an Assist
ant Engineer in construction of a large 
building. When this building was 
about 60% completed I was then 
put in charge of installing all the 
electrical equipment in the building. 
These gigantic electrical pieces, along 
with huge magnets, were installed in 
the two crane bays in the building. 
On both sides of each crane bay 
were Control Rooms on the second 
and third floors where cubicles were 
placed which recorded the voltage, 
pressure, etc., in each unit in the 
crane bay. All this equipment had to 
be placed within 1/64 of an inch and 
the huge magnets, which were two-
inch plates welded together, had to 
be in a perfect plane, plumb and at 
right angles to the center line of the 
building. 

A Colossal Task 
"The exactness of the work, along 

with thousands of men working in the 
building, created many problems. I 
would often work late at night with 
the survey crews to lay out the close 
work when there weren't so many 
men in the way. A survey crew would 
have riggers with them to move things 
out of the way, millwrights to set 
the equipment, and welders to weld 
the pieces in place. In other words 
my job consisted of cooardinating all 
the crafts to get the work completed. 

"The entire project was a colossal 
undertaking. Everything was on a huge 
scale, even the cafeterias were greater 
than any I have seen in the large 
cities. As far as the eye could see 
you could gaze upon the huge dormi-

Gilbert C. Hess 

tories where the workers lived. The 
vastness of it is indescribable. For 
instance, the plant was located within 
25 miles of Norris Dam, a good 
source of electrical power. However, 
many additional power houses were 
built to meet the demand of the 
Plant's electrical cracking processes. 

"Suppose, as an illustration, that 
two years ago no one had ever seen 
a railroad or knew anything of one. 
Then, in two years' time, due to the 
war, the New York Central was 
built in its entirety with its roadbeds, 
rails, structures, locomotives, tele
graph, signals, etc., and with its great 
fleet of freight and passenger trains 
in operation! With the thought of 
such a vast railroad program, you can 
then grasp the entire Atom Bomb 
development. The reason the war is 
over today is the know-all and the 
ability of the American worker to 
build and produce. 

"Every time I thought of the terrible 
destruction that Atomic Disintegra
tion could cause, I became thoroughly 
frightened. Also the cost of the develop
ment would cause me some concern. 
However, the atomic bomb shortened 
the war by at least six months. That 
easily offsets its cost, not to say any
thing of the hundreds of thousands of 
American lives that were not wasted in 
invading Japan. 

"I am proud of my small effort in 
bringing the war to a sudden end." 

Two New York Central Men Killed in Orient 

even speak Spanish, much less Eng
lish. They came during every season 
of the year; young boys and middle-
aged man, all from the warmth of 
Mexico, have stepped forth from our 

(Concluded on page eleven) 

DeWitt Foreman Wins 
Bronze Star 

Recently several military railroaders re
ceived decorations for their work in con
nection with the operation of the rail
roads in support of the Fifth Army. 
Among those decorated was Major 
Anthony J. Serieno, of the 774th Rail
way Grand Division, formerly a Foreman 
at Dewitt Engine House. He received 
the Bronze Star Medal for his outstand
ing work with the Equipment Section of 
MRS in Italy. 

Major Serieno started work for the 
New York Central in 1936 as Special 
Apprentice, Motive Power, at Cleve
land, later being transferred to the Line 
East from which point he entered the 
service. He is the son of Joe Serieno, 
Car Mechanic at the Ashtabula Harbor 

Car Shops. 

Detroit Brakeman, 
Is Killed Overseas 

Private William T. Lakin, 20, a 
Yard Brakeman at Detroit, has been 
reported killed in action, February 23, 
1945. He was briefly a road brakeman 
before entering the Armed Forces 
March 23, 1943. He was overseas 13 
months in the 346th Engineers Combat 
Battalion, served in four major battles 
and was wounded in Germany. His 
father, Frank Lakin, and a sister are 
also Michigan Central employes. 

These friendly people came from 
the cities, towns and villages; from the 
coastal plains and mountain fastnesses; 
from the shop, the farm and even 
from the professions to volunteer for 
work on the railroads of the United 
States. Many of these men had such 
profound faith in their new employer 
that they entered the United States 
absolutely penniless. 

Mentally project yourself into the 
place of one of these men and be 
swiftly moved from the semi-tropical 
temperature of Mexico, penniless, 
friendless and entirely dependent upon 
an utter stranger unable to speak or 
understand your language, into the sub
zero weather of a winter in western 
New York, Ohio, Michigan or Massa
chusetts. Not so simple as it seems, 
is it? 

Yet despite the obvious handicaps 
to be encountered they came in droves 
from all walks of life — college stu
dents, farmers, clerks and mechanics; 
well-dressed youths from the city and 
coatless, barefoot Aztec Indians from 
the mountains; Aztecs who did not 

At left is Flight Officer Peter L. Disanti, who was killed September 2, when 
piloting a B-24 Liberator Bomber in the Dutch East Indies. He was employed 
in the office of C, J. Crowley, Superintendent of Car Service, at Springfield, 
Mass., from May, 1941, to February, 1943, when he enlisted. He received his 
wings the following August and went overseas in June, 1945. 

At right is shown Sergt. John W. Mika, a furloughed employe in the office 
of the District Station Accountant, Chicago. He was killed in a plane crash 
on Okinawa, Shima, August 13, just before the official surrender of Japan. 
He entered the Control's service October 17, 1936. A brother, Walter, is 

employed as a traveling auditor. 
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Mac G. Collins Now 
N.Y.C. "Ad" Manager 

Hudson Division 
Brakeman Returns 

From Overseas 

Effective November 1, Mac G. Col
lins, shown above, was appointed Ad
vertising Manager and Assistant to 
M. J. Alger, Vice President, Traffic, 
to direct advertising and sales pro
motion activities over the New York 
Central System. 

The responsibilities of the depart
ment will be broadened to meet the 
new period of railroading ahead. In 
addition to merchandising New York 
Central's services to travelers, shippers 
and the public, the department will 
assist in the progressive development 
of the Railroad's facilities through 
the extension of the current public 
survey program. 

Prior to joining New York Cen
tral, Mr. Collins was an account 
executive with Foote, Cone & Belding 
and has a broad background of adver
tising and transportation experience. 

P. V. D. Lockwood, 74, who, after 
retiring, returned to carry on during 
the war, will continue in the depart
ment for a time in a consulting 
capacity. 

War Bonds Bought in 

December are Credited 

to the Victory Loan 

N e w Y o r k e r i n C h a r g e o f R a i l 

S u r b u r b a n S e r v i c e i n M u n i c h N o w 

Shown above is Pfc. Henry J. Cham
pagne, Hudson Division Brakeman, who 
recently returned to Company service 
after being discharged from the Army 
with 100 points. He was overseas two 
years, four months and has four cam
paign stars for the Central European, 
Rhineland, Rome-Arno and North Ap-
penines campaigns. Champagne was a 
brakeman with the 759th Railway Op
erating Battalion and entered the 
Army May 18, 1942. He makes his 

home in Albany. 

rests in the Military Railway Service. 
"As Transportation Officer here, how

ever, I do have control over the sub
urban passenger railway schedules and 
services. In addition to this, all freight 
shipments made by civilians in Munich 
must be approved by me before the 
RTO will arrange to provide cars. 

"The bulk of my work consists of 
supervision and denazification of the 
local tramway system, and of the 
10,000 motor vehicles operating in 

Bob Banks, furloughed Passenger 
Representative from Assistant General 
Passenger Agent Stanton's Office, New 
York, is now with the Army Trans
portation Corps in Munich. Recently, 
he wrote to F. H. Baird, General 
Passenger Traffic Manager, the fol
lowing interesting letter of his ex
periences in Germany: 

"What with the Century under 
Diesel power, Grand Central's ceiling 
regilded, and the N. Y. C. reportedly 
developing an atomic locomotive I 
don't know that I will recognize the 
'same old stand' when I get back. 

"Just want to let you know that 
your easternmost off-line agency (in
formal) is now located in the Trans
portation Department of the Office of 
Military Government of the city of 
Munich. Since my family sends me 
all the current New York Central 
Time-Tables, we are thereby enabled 
to disseminate all the latest informa
tion. 

"You may recall a conversation 
we had back in '42, when you asked 
me if I was interested in joining the 
Transportation Corps. Though at that 
time I wished to stay in the artillery, 
the strange workings of fate find me 
now, three years later, back in the 
same old groove. In my last letter 
I told you how, practically at the 
end of hostilities, I was assigned from 
my old outfit to work with Displaced 
Persons. This was darned interesting 
and was highlighted by a program, 
broadcast by Radio Luxembourg, from 
the camp I directed. A recording thereof 
containing a little talk I gave was 
obtained by my wife from OWI, and 

H. D. Guile, New York, Gets 50-Year Pass 

Munich. Policy of the Munich city 
authorities as to the licensing of 
vehicles, distribution of petroleum 
products, use of repair facilities, and 
traffic coordination with the Military 
Police, all fall under the jurisdiction 
of my Department. The work has 
some interesting aspects and has been 
invaluable executive experience. 

"At the moment it looks like I 
shall not be eligible for return home 
until after the first of the year, due 
to my relatively long stay stateside, 
and the fact that Military Govern
ment personnel is being released much 
more slowly than in other outfits." 

Finds $900 in Bank 
J. M. Maltbie, retired Assistant En

gineer, New York, recently found $900 
in cash on a ledge beneath a teller's 
window in the 42nd Street and Park 
Avenue branch of the Irving Trust 
Company, New York. He immediately 
turned it over to the bank. 

It belonged to a depositor who 
earlier had cashed a check and had 
received therefore, ten $100 bills. 
When later he returned to have one of 
the bills exchanged for smaller denomi
nations, he left the $900 on the ledge. 

Recent Public Relations Class in Buffalo District 

Testimonial Dinner Given Tax and Claim Pair at Rochester, N. Y. 

it, says she, is the best war souvenir 
I have sent home. 

"When the D. P. work was turned 
over to UNRRA by the Army, the 
powers that be had apparently noticed 
my railroad background and assigned 
me as a Transportation Officer in 
Military Government. 

"Unfortunately, under the present 
setup a city transportation officer does 
not have very much to do with the 
Reichsbahn, control over which still 

Front row. left to right: Virginia R. Kapperman, Secretary to Trainmaster; Eleanor L. Grupp, Pass. Cleric; Ethel M. 
Schritter, Stenographer, Car Department; Muriel M. Snyder, Secretary to Trainmaster, and Dorothy A. Grimm, Cleric 
to General Baggage Agent. Middle row: J. F. Cronin, City Freight Agent; J. P. Snyder, Assistant Chief Clerk, Gen
eral Baggage Agent; W. E. Cannon, Tower Director, SS-48; Leona Skutnik, Special Service Clerk; Adele Johnson, 
Stenographer, Assistant General Freight Agent Office; Melvin G. Ockerman, Yard Conductor; Clarence L. 
Drenken, Supervisor, Baggage; Bill Janowsky, Clerk, North Tonawanda, and Bob Benson, Chief Clerk to Superin
tendent. Rear row: Elmer A. Praker, Rate Clerk, North Tanawanda; H. F. Horrigan, Yardmaster; F. W. Vogel, 
Clerk; W. H. Waltz, Yard Conductor; L P. Parlow, Patrolman; Paul W. Keating, Claim Adjuster, and E. P. Brown, 

Assistant Trainmaster. 

James McDonald, center-right, Paint Foreman, Bridges & Buildings Department, 
New York City, on the occasion of his retirement, was honored at a dinner 
October 24, at Mayer's Parkway Restaurant, The Bronx. Born in 1876, he entered 
service as a painter in 1900 and retired October 31. At head table are, left to 
right, Thomas F. Martin, General Foreman, Bridges & Buildings Department; 
J. F. Redmond, Supervisor of Structures; J. H. Kelly, Engineer, Maintenance of 
Way, Lines East; F. G. Smith, Electric Division Engineer; Mr. McDonald; E. R. 
Tattershall, Superintendent, Maintenance Equipment; and E. R. Murphy, Assistant 

Electric Division Engineer. 
H. D. Guile, Office Assistant to Comptroller, receives his Gold Pass after 50 years 
of service from G. H. Albach, Assistant Comptroller, right. Mr. Guile entered 
service in the Maintenance of Way Department at Rochester, N. Y., October 26, 
1895, and after coming to New York City in 1902 shifted to the Comptroller's 
Office in 1920. Watching the presentation, left to right, are E. J. Kolmorgen, 
Special Accountant; Adam Haug, Assistant Comptroller; T. C. Davis, Assistant 
to Comptroller; H. L. Porter, Special Accountant; J. J. Fay, Jr., Assistant to 
Comptroller; H. R. Stoughton, Accountant; H. M. Rose, Head Bookkeeper; 
E. W. Kinsley, Office Assistant to Assistant Comptroller; William Friend, Head 

Disbursement Clerk; and F. D. Martin, Tax Accountant. 

W . M . S n o w in N e w 

B o s t o n F r e i g h t P o s t 
Wallace M. Snow, formerly Lieu

tenant Colonel, Army Transportation 
Corps, was appointed Assistant Gen
eral Freight Agent, November 1, with 
headquarters at Boston, and jurisdic
tion over Northern New England and 
the Maritime Provinces of Canada. 

Mr. Snow entered the employ of the 
New York Central upon graduation 
from Harvard in 1925, and served in 
various capacities prior to returning 
to Boston as New England Freight 
Agent in 1941. Because of a year 
spent with the London, Midland & 
Scottish Railway of England in ex
change from an employe of that com
pany with the New York Central, 
he was drafted into the newly-organ
ized Transportation Corps for the 
European Theater, sailing from New 
York on June 3, 1942. 

Upon arrival there, he was instru
mental in the organizing of the office 
of the Chief of Transportation, Euro
pean Theater, first in England and 
later on the Continent, holding the 
position of Deputy Assistant Chief of 
Transportation — Movements. On the 
establishment of the Port of Antwerp 
in November, 1944, he became Port 
Area Transportation Officer at that 
point. 

B u y B o n d s fo r Gifts 

Briggs Still Helps 
Stephen Briggs, Baggage Agent at 

Rhinecliff, who retired after 40-odd 
years of service, returned to service 
about two years ago, to help out in 
the war effort. He is still at work. 

Seated, at left center, George D. Clothier, new Land and Tax Agent at Utica; O. Richard Judson, Claim Agent at 
Rochester and Robert F. Dennis, who recently resigned. In foreground at right center is Herbert L. Hanson, As

sistant General Claims Attorney, New York. 

A testimonial dinner to George D. 
Clothier and Robert T. Dennis was 
given, October 30, at the Hayward 
Hotel, Rochester, N. Y. Mr. Clothier 
was recently promoted to Land & Tax 
Agent at Utica, N. Y. He had been 
Assistant Land & Tax Agent and 
later Land and Tax Agent, at Roches
ter, for 10 years. 

Mr. Dennis was Claim Agent at 

Rochester, N. Y., and has resigned 
to go into business in Montreal. Mr. 
Dennis started as Clerk-Stenographer 
in the office of O. G. Browne, General 
Claims Attorney, New York, and was 
Claim Agent at Syracuse, Watertown 
and, for three year's, at Rochester. 

There were more than 100 guests. 
Among those at the speakers' table 
were: Herbert L. Hanson, Assistant 

General Claims Attorney, New York; 
W. J. Dibble, Land & Tax Depart
ment, New York; Dr. Harold H. 
Baker, Company Surgeon, Rochester; 
O. Richard Judson, Claim Agent, 
Rochester (Toastmaster) ; Nicholas 
Brown, Local Counsel; Walter H. 
Harris, Trainmaster; John M. Green
wood, Superintendent, and Leighton 
Gridley, City Court, Rochester. 
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Now in Japan Manhattan A. A. Girls ' Team Learn to Tap Dance He's a Captain 

Lieut. James J. Connell, Jr., who, pre
vious to entering the Armed Forces, 
was employed in the office of the 
Manager, Dining Service, New York, 
is now stationed in Japan. He entered 
the Army on December 1, 1942, and 
after completion of basic training was 
promoted to Corporal. He then entered 
Officers Training School in Texas, and 
after graduation, was assigned to a 
Medical Detachment and later trans
ferred to the Paratroopers and sta
tioned at Fort Benning, Ga. 

He left Fort Benning in the spring 
of 1945 and was sent to the Philip
pines, then to Okinawa and was one 
of the first to land in Japan; he landed 
on Atsugi Airstrip on August 31 — 
Z Day. 

He resided at Ozone Park, L. I., with 
his wife and daughter. 

All ready for their first public appearance is this first group of terpsichorines to complete a course in tap dancing 
and chorus routines, a new group activity sponsored by the NYC Athletic Association of Manhattan, New York City. 
Left to right are Mrs. C. Ferguson, pianist, Dorothy Lines, Hildred Butler, Janet Belknap, Loretta Walker, Alice Riley, 

Yola Torzilli and Margaret Mitchell. Director of the classes is Miss Margean Stumm, Treasury Department. 

George Garstad, a former Passenger 
Traffic Department employe and son of 
Olaf Garstad, Assistant Engineer, En
gineering Department, New York, re
cently was promoted from First Lieuten
ant to Captain in the Army Air Corps. 

Captain Garstad entered military 
service in 1941 and served overseas in 
Hawaii, returning to Miami Beach, to 
attend Officers' Candidate School. 

After being commissioned in the Air 
Forces he was assigned to the Air Tech
nical Service Command and for the past 
29 months has been stationed at Los 

Angeles. 

New York Yardmaster, Retiring, Gets Purse Boston & Albany Veterans Guests at Party 

A total of 91 years of service with the Boston & Albany railroad is repre
sented by Patrick Mahoney, right, of 153 Cumming street, Roslindale, and 
William Wright, left, of Pearl street, Southville (near Westboro), who retired 
Oct. 31. 

Mr. Mahoney, a checker at the B. & A. piers in East Boston, became an 
employe of the railroad in March of 1893 and two years ago received a 50-
year life-time pass. Mr. Wright, pier clerk at East Boston, entered the service 
in 1906. 

Both men, commended for their service, were honored at a farewell party 
given by fellow workers at East Boston. 

B. & A. L e g i o n P o s t 

I n s t a l l s O f f i c e r s 
The Sergt. Walter Gannett Post 

No. 261, American Legion, composed 
of Boston & Albany employes recently 
installed these officers at the Moose 
Hall, Allston: 

Commander, William J. Jordan; 
Senior Vice-Commander, Frank L. 
MacEachern; Junior Vice-Commander, 
Edward J. McGuirk; Finance Officer, 
Charles W. Hawkins; Adjutant and 
Service Officer, David K. Solomon; 
Chaplain and Child Welfare Officer, 
William V. Dorney; Sgt. at Arms, 
Earle G. West; Historian James J. 
McGuire; Judge Advocate, Michael J. 
Bierne; Legislative Officer, John R. 
Mclsaac; Grave Registration Officer, 
Mark M. Damon. 

Among the guests were James L. 
Truden, former General Manager, re
tired; John B. Hammill, former As
sistant to the General Manager, retired; 
Harry Springer, Examiner; John Mor
rison, Trainmaster; J. J. Larson, Gen
eral Foreman, Exerter Street Yard; 
Major (Ted) Madden of the Army 
Air Force, and Department and County 
Legion Officers. 

The Post invites veterans ©J World 
War I and World War II to affiliate. 

successive promotions being appointed 
General Agent in 1938. 

C . W . Kingsley Ends 
47 Years 1 Service 

Charles W. Kingsley, Auditor Capi
tal Expenditures, New York, retired 
November 1, after 47 years of service. 

B. & A. Man Gives 
Sports Quiz Show 
in Vets' Hospitals 

Michael J. Cullen, B. & A. Yard 
Conductor, is devoting his spare time 
to visiting Veterans' Hospitals in Massa
chusetts and presenting a Quiz pro
gram on all forms of sport. He finds 
the patients are well posted on sports 
ana" they display keen interest in the 
program, which is sponsored by the 
Sergt. Walter Gannett Post 261, Amer
ican Legion, of which Conductor Cul
len is Past Commander. Prizes, which 
are donated, are given to the program 
winners. 

Cullen is a former boxing referee. 
He has been with the Boston & 
Albany since 1917. 

Surrounded by friends and fellow employes in the West Side 72nd Street Yard, New York City, William G. Laurie, center, 
Assistant General Yardmaster, receives a purse from H. B. Tucker, Assistant Superintendent, on his retirement after 42 years 
of service. J. A. Loftus, General Yardmaster, stands to the right. Mr. Laurie was born in Scotland in 1878. He entered 
service as a switchtender on the West Side and thereafter spent his entire railroad career in that district. He lives at 

970 East 39 Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Write Commander Jordan, 34 Hayes 
Street, Framingham Mass., or David 
K. Solomon, 1315 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Allston, Mass. 

10-Team Bowling 
League a t W . Albany 

A 10-team bowling league has been 
organized at the West Albany Car 
Shops, bowling each Tuesday evening. 

The strength of this league has already 
brought an invitation to enter a team 
in the American Division of the 
Albany City League. 

Officers are: Joe Haas, President, 
Ralph Frey, Vice President, and John 
Glutney, Secretary-Treasurer. 

H. W. Fox, Assistant Foreman at 
West Albany Car Shops, retired after 
42 years' service. 

O . P. Cole Retires; 
46 Years ' Service 

O. P. Cole, General Agent, Corn
ing, N. Y. retired October 31, after 
46 years with the Freight Traffic De
partment, starting as Clerk in 1899 
with the Fall Brook Railway, and with 

J. H. Crawford, Claim Agent, Buffalo, Ends 45 Years9 Work 

Mr. Crawford was given a luncheon in the Hotel Statler, October 31. At table, left to right: Mark N. Turner, 
Company Attorney; Dr. George H. Marcy, Dr. A. J. Charters; Frank J. Funk, District Claim Agent, presiding; 

J. Henry Crawford; Herbert L. Hanson, Assistant General Claims Attorney; Dr. William H. Marcy, and 
M. R. Clinton, Superintendent of Car Service. 
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Stores Department Employes from Utica M. of W. and Transportation Storehouse 
Serving in Armed Forces. 

Soldier in Berlin 

All the men shown above have had combat service. Left to right: Top Row: Sm2/C 
Thomas Fey, Corp. Raymond Smith, Sl/C Terrance Kain, Base Sgt. Harold 
Bankert, Sl/C G. M. Frank Cichon, Y3/C Matthew Eichler. Second Row: Sl/C 
William Fagan, Sl/C William Moore, Corp. Samuel Miletello, Sl/C Edward 

J. A. McNamara, New York, Given Gold Pass 

Pfc. Robert W. Hughes, Paratrooper, 
now in Berlin, went overseas May 14, 
1944, arriving in Naples, Italy, and 
later going into action near Florence. 
He was on the front line with the Fifth 
Army for 15 days. 

On August 15, 1944, he dropped into 
southern France. During his first nine 
hours he was alone from the time he 
left the door of the plane at 5 A.M. 
until 2 P.M., missing his drop zone by 
about seven miles. Then he met two 
artillery boys but did not see any of 
his own company until the next day. 
He missed the battle of Bastogne by 
being hospitalized. 

His company was saved a trip of 
jumping across the Rhine around 
Worms, on account of General Pat-
ton's tanks overrunning the drop zone, 
in the last part of March, 1945. 

Again their jump mission was called 
off on April 21, on the border of 
Czecho-Slovakia. The men continued to 
practice jumping while waiting at an 
airport, in the meantime living like 
kings. 

Hughes has accumulated six battle 
stars and in his latest letter stated his 
Division was expecting the Presidential 
and French citations. 

He states his company at one time 
was on the front line for 94 days with
out relief. 

Pfc. "Bobby" Hughes, at 21, joined 
the Signal Department, August 18, 
1942, as a signal helper and was in
ducted March 19, 1943. He expects to 
return to railroad service when dis
charged. 

Faerber, Buffalo 
Shop H e a d , Retires 

A. H. Faerber, Superintendent of 
Shop at East Buffalo, retired October 
1, at his own request, after more than 
40 years of service. 

W. H. Flynn, General Superinten
dent Motive Power & Rolling Stock, 
announced the appointment of C. N. 
Kittle to succeed Mr. Faerber. 

Coal chutes capable of dumping 
43 tons of coal in 75 seconds are now 
in use for the refueling of locomotives. 

Flies to J a p a n 
Ensign Harwood Spaulding, formerly 

with the office of R. H. Kugler, Assist
ant Engineer, at New York, has been 
assigned to mine-sweeping operations 
in Pacific waters around Japan. He left 
New York October 1 for San Francisco, 
and flew from there to Japan. 

Three Yard Conductors Honored in Grand Central Terminal 

J. A. McNamara, right, Head Clerk in Office of Auditor of Station Accounts & 
Overcharge Claims, New York City, received a Gold Pass upon completing 50 
years of service November 5. He is shown getting congratulatory gifts from 
employes of the department, presented by T. J. Fitzgerald, Assistant Head 
Clerk. W. F. Brownell, left, Auditor, presented the Gold Pass to Mr. McNamara. 

General Eastern Freight Agent's Office Renovated 

Newly renovated and redecorated the General Eastern Freight Agent's Office 
presents a bright and attractive postwar appearance of neatness and in
dustry to its visitors. A. Hensley, Rate Clerk, right, gives information to a 
shipper, while G. W. Blaser, General Agent, background, double-checks a 

problem presented in a letter by another shipper. 

Many friends, relatives and associates met in Tower A, Grand Central Terminal, to honor three retiring Yard Con
ductors leaving October 31 after a total of 131 years of service. Each received gifts from the Terminal Remembrance 
Club. Seated, left to right, are H. A. Offerman, Trainmaster; the retiring Conductors, John A. Russell, Charles Flem
ing and Charles Flick; and J. D. Carhuff, Assistant Superintendent G. C. T., Electric, Harlem & Putnam divisions. 

Jeclco, Sl/C Raymond Slobodian, G. M. Richard Zick. Third Row: Sergt. Walter 
Brisson, Pfc. William Carnes, Corp. Clifford Cahill, F/O Robert Noon, Pfc. Burtis 

Fenton, Pfc. Anthony Torraco, and Pfc. Edward Wessinger. 
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Champion Harmon Electric Softball Team Celebrates Victory Retiring, Gets Bond 

Members of the Harmon Electric Softball Team, champions in 1945 of the Athletic Association of Manhattan league, 
celebrated their victory at a dinner in Shadowbrook Inn, Croton-on-Hudson, November 7. Seated in front row, speaker-
guests of the evening, are Bob Thompson, A. A. Director of Sports; E. C. Mason, Assistant Superintendent, Electric 

Equipment; F. E. Edwards, Superintendent; and F. A. Yeager, President of the Athletic Association. 

William Johnstone, Engineering Draftsman; William J. LaComb, Assistant Foreman; Joseph Schmidt, Assistant Fore
man; H. E. Elswood, Requisition Clerk; Joseph H. Connelly, Conductor; Joseph J. Gietl, Carman; Ada M. Haines, 
Laborer; John J. McMunn, Assistant Foreman; Charlotte Weber, Laborer; R. E. Keating, Engineering Draftsman; 
R. E. VanSickle, Engineering Draftsman; James Smith, Carman; Law. Morrell, Piece Work Inspector; G. T. Koopman, 
Conductor; J. V. Hughes, Trainmaster; C. C. Biddle, Draftsman; John Ingersoll, Conductor; Fan Jim and Hew Hein, 
Guest-RRs of China; F. E. Kelly, Air Brake Representative; Fred Fake, Carman, and H. A. Trimble, Engineering Draftsman. 

40 N. Y. C. Foreign Freight Traffic Men Meet in Boston 

Representatives from a dozen cities of the Foreign Freight Department of the New York Central System were the 
guests, November 7 and 8, of the Foreign Freight Department of the Boston & Albany Railroad. Some 40 gathered 
in Boston for the two-day session, which included a tour of the waterfront. A meeting and luncheon were held Novem
ber 7 at the Algonquin Club. The harbor tour was mode on the following day. Arthur E. Baylis, Foreign Freight 
Traffic Manager, New York Central System, presided. He said he expected to see a great increase in the port's 
export and import business in the next few years. The NYC's world-wide organization, with offices in the principal 
cities of the major exporting countries, hopes to bring much business to the Port. R. G. Henderson, Freight Traffic 

Manager, B & A, and H. O. Lynch, Foreign Freight Agent, were hosts. 

M. C. Engineman Has 
Six in Service Out 

of 12 Children 

After 23 years' service with the New 
York Central at the Third Street 
Freight Station, Detroit, Mrs. Susie 
Leona Flickinger, 66, retired October 
1. Mrs. Flickinger, who originally came 
from Indiana, where she served 16 
years with a law firm, began her rail
road career in 1923 as a stenographer 
and continued in that capacity 
throughout the majority of her years 
of service, although for the past two 
years she was Cashier Clerk. Mrs. 
Flickinger, "Flick" to most of her 
friends, aside from being entertained 
at a dinner by a number of her asso
ciates in the Cashier Department, was 
honored at a Farewell Banquet, at
tended by approximately 60 of her 
co-workers, at which time they pre
sented her with a $100 War Bond. 
Before making her permanent home in 
Los Angeles, Cal., she plans on mak
ing a tour of the Middle West. 

Also honored at the Farewell Ban
quet and presented with a $100 War 
Bond was Neil N. Norton, 69, who 
retired September 1. He had been an 
employe at the Third Street Freight 
Station, Detroit, for 35 years. He will 
continue to make his home in Detroit. 

John A. Fox, Michigan Central Engine-
man, of Dearborn, Mich., proudly dis
plays six service stars, representing an 
equal number of sons who are in the 
Navy. Three of them served in the 
European invasions and then were 
transferred to the Pacific to join two 
brothers who saw action there. Four 
of the boys, Lawrence, William, Har
old and Irwin participated in the Okin
awa invasion and then went to 
Japan for the surrender. Harold, Wil
liam and Irwin participated in the Eu
ropean invasions. John was in the in
vasion of Borneo and the sixth, Marvin, 
recently finished boot training at 
Sampson, N. Y. Shown is Mr. Fox, a 
veteran of 30 years' service, and his 
son, Lawrence. Engineman Fox is the 
father of 12 children, nine boys and 
three girls and has two grandchildren. 

Detroit N. Y. C . C o p 
Wins G a r d e n Award 

Sam O'Connell, Sergeant of Police, 
Detroit, recently was awarded the 
Special Award Ribbon at the Fall Har
vest Festival of the Detroit Bank for 
produce grown in his garden. 

Sergt. O'Connell takes great pride 
in his garden and the work he has 
put into it has made it the envy of his 
friends and neighbors. 

J a m e s S i n g e r , M. M . a t E a s t B u f f a l o , 
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JAMES SINGER, Master Mechanic, 
East Buffalo Car Shops, ended 56 

years of service with the railroad when 
he retired at 70, November 30. 

He was honored at a testimonial 
dinner attended by a throng of execu
tives, friends and associates, Novem
ber 27, at the Hotel Statler, Buffalo. 
His immediate plans are a vacation 
of several months in Florida. 

Mr. Singer entered service in 1889 
at 14 in the East Buffalo machine 
shop. Later he attended school during 
off hours and worked in other plants 
to learn more of his trade. After ser
vice as division foreman in different 
shops, he was promoted to General 
Foreman at East Buffalo in 1909, to 
Terminal Foreman in 1913 and to 
Assistant Master Mechanic in 1924. 
He went to DeWitt in 1925 as Master 
Mechanic, returning to East Buffalo the 
following year as General Master 
Mechanic. He became Master Mechanic 
in 1931. 

James Singer 

Emil Daeschner, Head Clerk; Francis 
J. Chatain, Local Department Assist
ant, and Chester Nickerson, Head 
Clerk. 

New York Customs 
Association Grows 

The Railroad Customs Association, 
organized in February, 1944, by A. 
Fleischman, Customs Agent of the 
Central's Marine Department, now 
has 15 member railroads, having re
cently added two Western roads, the 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the 
Missouri Pacific lines. 

At its monthly meetings the Asso
ciation studies customs problems and 
hears U. S. representatives on the 
movement of bonded freight over their 
rails. 

W i n s S i l v e r S t a r 
T/5 Charles F. McManus, Jr., a fur-

loughed baggage mail trucker, Syra
cuse Passenger Station, recently was 
awarded the Silver Star for gallantry 
in action in Luxembourg and Germany 
on December 31, 1944, when with a 
patrol of a mechanized cavalry recon
naissance squadron that day. McManus 
crossed the icy Moselle River from 
Remich Luxembourg. A mile from the 
river intense enemy fire halted the 
patrol and wounded its leader and his 
second in command. Technician Mc
Manus took charge, rallied the men, 

gave the wounded officer first aid and 
later directed his evacuation to safety. 

Now in New Posts 
W. H. Flynn, General Superinten

dent, Motive Power & Rolling Stock, 
on November 16, announced the ap
pointment of W. H. Chidley as Loco
motive Appliances Inspector, with 
headquarters at New York. 

Effective November 1, M. W. Mc-
Mahon was appointed Assistant to 
General Superintendent Motive Power, 
with headquarters at New York, vice 
S. T. Kuhn, transferred. 

K a t e C o r b e t t o f 

D e t r o i t A c c l a i m e d 
After retiring from the Auditor 

Passenger Accounts office with 50 
years' service, November 12, Miss 
Kate Corbett, popular Miscellaneous 
Clerk, Detroit, was honored at a 
testimonial dinner in the Colonial 
Room of the Detroit-Leland Hotel on 
November 14. She entered the employ 
of the Company on August 22, 1895. 

Miss Corbett was led into the 
banquet room filled with her friends 
by George "Gus" Hirschmann, Inter
line Department Assistant, while the 
group joined in singing. Mr. Hirsch
mann and Chester Nickerson led com
munity singing. 

Eugene B. Calder, Chief Clerk, the 
keynote speaker, thereupon introduced 
J. P. Corcoran, General Passenger 
Agent at Cincinnati. Mr. Corcoran 
revealed he began his railroad career 
as office boy at Cincinnati with Miss 
Corbett as his first boss. 

Others who spoke were C. H. 
Maurice, Auditor Passenger Accounts; 
H. R. Owen, Chief Clerk of the Inter
line Department; "Gus" Hirschmann; 

St. Thomas Boy 
Now in Germany 

Howard L. Anderson, 21, fur-
loughed Fireman, youngest son of 
L. J. Anderson, Freight Engineman 
on the Canada Division, is a veteran 
with more than one and one-half 
years of overseas service to his credit. 
Young Anderson, who received pre
liminary training at Chatham, Ont., 
and at Camp Shilo, Manitoba, dropped 
into Holland as a paratrooper on "D" 
Day, and has seen much action in 
that country, as well as in Belgium 
and Germany, where he was stationed 
at latest reports. 

Mr. Anderson, Sr., in addition to 
piloting fast freight trains across Can
ada, is General Insurance Adjuster for 
the B. of L. E. 

Two Return to Work 
Two men from the Cincinnati Dis-

trict Station Accounting Bureau recently 
out of military service have returned to 
work in that office. 

William F. Wertz, furloughed since 
October, 1942, was overseas from 
March, 1944 until August, 1945. 

Robert V. Stivers, furloughed in May, 
1943, served at various camps in this 
country and returned to work Novem
ber 1. 

Two Chinese Trainees in Albany Public Relations Class 
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H o w t h e M . of W. D e p a r t m e n t D o e s I t s V i t a l W o r k 

At top, a track gang operates an eight-tool tie tamper on a four-track section 
of line west of Dumont, N. J., on the River Division. Power for the tampers is 
received from the air compressor, shown beside tracks on left. 

At bottom, a power adzing machine is shown in operation during the laying 
of new rail on the Boston & Albany. The man operating this machine must wear 
goggles and gloves and also have armored protection of his legs and feet 
against flying wood splinters. The machine adzes ties so that new tie plates can 

be placed in proper level. 

There is constant contact with the 
Operating Department on a great 
many matters, such as placing slow 
orders where work is in progress, 
handling work trains, track motor-cars, 
clearance of tracks at derailments, 
washouts, or other causes. 

What are the functions of the Main
tenance of Way Department? The 
basic concept in many minds is pri
marily keeping two "streaks of steel" 
together and in line so the wheels 
can roll over them. While this is the 
ultimate aim and one of the prin
cipal functions, there are many and 
lesser known factors involved. 

The roadbed, itself, is not a stable 
material because nature has inter
vened to make this impossible of full 
accomplishment. Mother Nature lays 
out the pattern on which roadbeds 
have to be built. This involves bridg
ing streams, driving through tunnels 
to avoid too circuitous a route, pass
ing over swamps, running through 
cuts, and erecting high fills to avoid 
steep grades. These conditions con
stantly change from mile to mile, 
where sink holes, quicksand, rock 
ledges, and all manner of sub-soil con
ditions are encountered. 

To add to such difficulties, the ele
ments create many problems of sudden 
and unexpected ferocity and force. 
Cloudbursts or heavy rains may cause 
washouts or development of soft spots 
in isolated places. Snow-storms stalling 
trains, from heavy drifts, and tempo
rarily tying up interlocking plants and 
switches. 

Nature causes us worry in many 
other ways. There is a constant battle 
against weeds, brush and the like, to 
prevent fouling of the right-of-

way, retarding the desired drainage of 
the track and affecting the stability of 
the roadbed structure. 

The elements cause other trouble
some conditions such as heaving of 
track from frost action, requiring tem
porary wood shimming to level the 
surface. Heavy rains cause soft spots 
and pumping action of the ties in the 
ballast. Intense cold solidifies the road
bed to anvil hardness, virtually elim
inating any wave motion to the rail 
and track, intensifying the counter
balance action of the locomotive, and 
the flat spots of wheels on the rails. 
Variations in temperature from ex
treme heat to cold, and vice versa, 
produce inevitable expansion and con
traction of the rails, setting up inter
nal stresses therein. In addition, the 
low temperatures reduce the impact 
value of the steel, thus increasing sus
ceptibility to failure. 

One of the questions paramount in 
the minds of men in this work is, 
"What are my chances for advance
ment, and what does the future have 
in store for me?" In other words, 
what policy or plan does the railroad 
have for advancement and opportunity? 

It is therefore, important to instill 
in the minds of those entering the 
service that a personal interest will, 
and is, being taken in their welfare; 
that their earnestness and skill in 
handling their jobs is being watched. 

While these men may start in 
minor tasks or duties, there is always 
a possibility that at least some will 
develop into men of unusual leader
ship or even of genius. There are 
numerous cases where men have shown 
such genius, as is attested by the 
number of improvements in practices 

which they have evolved, patents which 
they have obtained, and the develop
ment of many shop kinks and methods 
which have been exceedingly valuable. 
Every effort should be made to en
courage such talent wherever and 
whenever it may be observed. 
Personal Interest Necessary 

There is still another human side to 
the problem, and that is the one of 
friendliness and personal contact. Each 
man in an official capacity should 
realize that the men directly under 
his supervision have personal prob
lems. He can frequently help them by 
that touch of personal interest. This 
all adds up to creating conditions for 
more effective work by the men in 
the field. 

The second major item in track 
maintenance is MATERIALS. Time 
permits only the singling out of a 
few items which are used in this work 
and which are constantly being added 
to and revised. Foremost of these is 
rail. Outwardly, the appearance of the 
rail 25 or even 50 years ago was 
the same as today, with its shiny top 
and dull rusty appearance in the web 
and base members of the section. 
However, there is a vast difference in 
design and in the structure of the 
steel under present-day conditions. 
From the light limber sections of the 
past century, and the early part of the 
present, a great increase in stiffness 
and carrying capacity is now available, 
both ample and adequate to handle 
present-day traffic. 

Inwardly, the rail structure has 
been changed by a progressive im
provement from the days of wrought 
iron, through the Bessemer steel era, 
and up to the present universal use 
of Open Hearth steel. Not only has 
the composition been improved by 
careful studies, but the method of steel-
making has likewise undergone effec
tive changes. 

It is only within the past eight or 
ten years that another major step for
ward has been taken, creating a method 
of avoiding certain internal deficiencies 
through a process known as Controlled 
Cooling or Thermal Treatment. This 
process is simple in operation, yet 
entirely effective, and consists in plac
ing the rails in containers at temper
atures around 1000 degrees F., or 
somewhat below, the rails remaining 
in the containers for a period of 10 
hours or longer. In this operation the 
cooling rate is materially reduced over 
that which would occur if the rails 
were cooled on beds, in the normal 
way, without any protective covering. 

Some 7,500,000 tons of rail so 
treated are now in the tracks of the 
various railroads in the United States 
and Canada, representing perhaps some 
40,000 miles of track. The effect of 
this Thermal Treatment has been the 
elimination of the inducing cause of 
one of the most troublesome types of 
rail defects, known as the "transverse 
fissure." The process eliminates the in-

The Maintenance of Way Depart
ment is not an isolated unit. It is 
closely interrelated to the other de
partments in a variety of ways. 

Close contact is maintained with the 
Motive Power and Rolling Stock De
partment in matters relating to the 
effect of power on track, such as 
counterbalancing, wheel weights, and 
spacing. Again on matters pertaining 
to clearance of power and cars in tight 
places, such as overhead bridges, tun
nels, track centers, etc. Likewise with 
destructive forces acting on track such 
as slipping of drivers burning the tops 
of rails, brine dripping on the steel 
components of track, and stack cinders 
fouling ballast. 

These examples serve to indicate 
the many and varied problems con
stantly found, all of which necessitate 
immediate measures which must be 
expedited with speed and decisiveness, 
frequently in addition to manifold 
other duties. 
Track Must Be Kept Safe 

The primary job is to keep the 
tracks in safe operating condition at 
all times. The rails and track struc
ture must be periodically lined and 
surfaced, ties tamped, with particu
larly close attention to alignment and 
smoothness of curves, maintaining 
them to the mathematical supereleva
tion and degree of curvature. New rail 
in sizable tonnages has to be laid, in
volving distribution of the requisite 
materials of many and varied types, as 
well as the removal of the released 
material which is used for further 
service in relayer locations, or scrapped 
on account of wear or other causes. 

On the New York Central System, 
following new rail installation, all of 
the ties are re-spaced uniformly. De
cayed or mechanically worn ties are 
replaced, and subsequently the track 
is given a lift of several inches, fol
lowed by a machine tamping job on 
the entire stretch. 

Further incidental work includes 
ditching for drainage, strengthening 
of embankments and widening of 
shoulders, rock removal in cuts and 
tunnels, tunnel lining, and maintenance 
of bridges, trestles and culverts. Also 
repair and upkeep of all types of build
ings, track water pans and roadside 
water stations, right-of-way fences, and 
highway crossings. I could go on and 
on, but these will suffice to illustrate 
some of the details which must be 
covered from day to day. 

There is a lot more to this job of 
maintenance of way than just those 
"two streaks of steel." 

As in most other railroad depart
ments there are two component parts, 
MEN and MATERIALS, to which 
might be added MACHINES. The 
emphasis, naturally, is on the first — 
MEN — for it is through their com
bined efforts that materials and ma
chines are effectively used. 

There are difficult problems now, 
and ahead of us, in maintaining a suit
able force to accomplish the work effi
ciently and adequately. During the de
pression years the depletion of forces, 
plus rearrangement of sections, exten
sion of territory, and consequent re
grouping of forces, resulted in the 
loss of many men, particularly those 
of shorter period of time in service. 
The war naturally resulted in further 
losses, and necessitated extreme mea
sures to obtain men. This problem was 
partially solved by importation of 

Mexicans, part time employment of 
high school boys, and casual labor 
from any other available source. 
New Leaders Must Be Trained 

Perhaps the most difficult phase of 
all this is the development of men for 
leadership, particularly of the super
visory or foremanship type. The older 
men are slowly but surely advancing 
toward the retiring age, to which must 
be added losses through death, and 
diversions to lines of employment other 
than railroad work. In this connec
tion let me quote from a speech 
made by our Vice President, Mr. R. E. 
Dougherty, in June, 1944, before the 
Society for the Promotion of Engineer
ing Education, who said: 

"Within the next ten years there 
will be over 500 positions of respon
sibility and importance where the 
present incumbents will retire on 
account of having reached the age of 
70. This number may be increased by 
physical disability and incapacity re
quiring the retirement of others pre
maturely. I dare say that similar situa
tions prevail on many other roads. 

"There will be no lack of capable 
men that may be required for the next 
decade to fill any of the important 
positions, but I am much concerned 
with the lack of the younger men in 
their twenties and early thirties who, 
in the normal course of events, would 
fill these executive positions of im
portance in the coming generation. I 
realize, however, that there are many 
men in the Army, particularly in the 
Military Railway Service, in Africa, 
Italy, India, and probably soon, if 
not already, in France, who are re
ceiving a postgraduate education that 
no university or railroad organization 
could furnish, and many of them who 
come back will still be young men. 

"In filling executive positions there 
is no substitute for the experience 
which time provides, even to capable 
men, but there must be a supply of 
well-trained young men to follow." 

This is indeed a major problem 
which not only must be faced but 
overcome. There is a certain lure of 
attractiveness connected with railroad
ing. This must be capitalized to obtain 
and hold the interest of those now in, 
or expecting to enter the railroad 
field. Maintenance of Way work is 
of a peculiar nature, in that the forces 
are widely scattered over thousands of 
miles of territory and have to act 
somewhat as independent groups, di
rected from certain focal points. 

Contact with the Signal Department 
is necessary, not only on routine track 
signal work, but on intricate and 
complicated interlocking problems. In 
all cases, extreme accuracy of installa
tions and maintenance is of the great
est importance. 

Our Maintenance Department works 
in close harmony with our Legal De
partment on matters relating to right-
of-way lines, highway crossings, power 
and transmission line crossings, check
ing violations and thereby eliminating 
controversy. Also close contact is 
maintained with Government agencies, 
State and various Municipal Author
ities in order to better serve our thous
and and one communities; with the 
Transportation Department, in the fur
nishing and arranging for tracks or 
facilities for business requirements, 
peak loads, and determining whether 
certain types of unusual loadings can 
be transported safely and expeditiously. 

By S. E. ARMSTRONG 
Engineer, Maintenance of Way, New York Central System 

THE spectacular and magnificent showing of the railroads in 
keeping constantly in step with the requirements and demands of 

the critical war period has been a source of pride to the railroad 
man and amazement to the layman. 

The surge of troops and travellers through the terminals, and the 
handling of vast volumes of freight has focused the mind of the 
public, and rightly so, on the skill and foresight of the Operating and 
Traffic Departments. The swift movement of long trains in a steady 
procession across the country has made a deep and, we trust, lasting 
impression on the public, upon whom the life and future success 
of the railroads depends. 

The role of Maintenance of Way in this record-breaking achieve
ment has been less spectacular, but I think all those directly con
cerned with railroading understand its vital importance in the general 
scheme of things. 
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ternal shatter of the steel structure 
which has been the focal point for 
the subsequent development of these 
defects in service. The record to date 
is remarkable and highly encouraging. 

The history of the New York Cen
tral System, covering nearly 2500 miles 
of track equipped with these rails, 
shows a complete absence of failures 
of this type to date. No one antici
pates that this process is a cure-all, for 
there are other types of failure and 
surface difficulties which it will not 
correct, or at least only partially. In 
this category are failures of certain 
head types, web or base failures, and 
surface difficulties created by the slip
ping of drivers forming burned spots 
on the wearing surface of the head. 
Also shelling or flaking of the steel 
on the gauge corner, particularly on 
the high side of curves, and corru
gations or washboard surface on the 
top of the head. All of these are being 
actively studied. 

Ties are perhaps the next in im
portance as they are a vital part of 
the track structure. They are produced 
in vast areas of our country and pur
chased in large quantities. In the past 
it has been possible for many rail
roads to obtain their ties locally. How
ever, due to the depletion of the for
ests it has become necessary to pur
chase ties at sources where timber is 
more plentiful, and in many cases 
these sources are a considerably dis
tance away from the consuming rail
road. 

Wooden Tie Proves Self 
While many substitutes for wooden 

cross ties have been considered and 
experimented with, and sizable test in
stallations have been made over many 
years, nothing so far has been de
veloped as economical or as practicable 
as a wooden tie. Perhaps something 
may be accomplished in this respect in 
the future. 

Careful study over a period of years 
in developing specifications for cross 
ties, no doubt, has educated the pro
ducer to furnish a better grade of tie. 
Today, due to heavy equipment and 
increased loading, the larger sized ties 
are now generally standard. Careful 
attention has also been given to the 
drainage of storage yards, proper stack
ing for seasoning and prompt treat
ment after seasoning. 

Nearly all of the cross ties are now 
treated with various preservative solu
tions. 

Better specifications for ties, proper 
handling, seasoning, adzing and boring 
and treatment — all have materially 
contributed to the increase in the aver
age life. The maximum service which 
can be expected depends on variable 
factors such as the size of the tie, 
the kind of timber and the effectiveness 
of the solution or preservative used in 
treating. Seasoning is also of vast im
portance in evaluating the life of a 
cross tie. While the average life of 
cross ties has been materially increased 
by the methods outlined, we still have 
in service some ties which will fall 
considerably below that average, due 
to decay, mechanical wear and splitting 
after installation in the track. 

There are many and varied parts 
besides rail and ties that go to make 
up the final finished track structure. 
These accessories, too, including frogs 
and switches, have undergone exten
sive changes to give greater rigidity,, 
resulting in smoother riding track. 

Bridges should be added to the 
list because of their great importance 
and, needless to say, they have been 
under constant study and have been 
strengthened and improved or, where 
necessary, replaced, to meet the chang
ing conditions of traffic. 

There is another item which is of 
ever increasing importance in this age 
of mechanization, and that is ma
chines. 
Many Types of Tools 

The railroads are constantly on the 
alert for new devices which may be 
of effective value in doing the jobs 
which are necessary. Even the older 
basic tools are regularly being im
proved. Where formerly, section hand 
labor could do the work, power tools 
are now required. The rails have be
come heavier and longer and to re
lieve the arduous task of doing such 
work by hand, rail laying cranes have 
been developed. Again, where track 
was formerly effectively tamped by 
hand, the type and depth of ballast 
now in use, and the action of locomo
tives and equipment at high speeds, 
necessitates a more thorough and ade
quate tamping, which can only be 
accomplished by power. 

John W. Mittman, Assistant Chief Clerk to T. A. Ward, Assistant General 
Freight Claim Agent, Buffalo, is shown above as Mr. Ward, who is at right 
with papers under one arm, presented him with a wallet, a certificate and a 
letter from President Metzman. Mr. Mittman is shown at left holding wallet. 
He had been in the Freight Claim Department at Cleveland and Buffalo 
since March, 1893. His daughter accepted a bouquet on behalf of her 

mother, who was unable to be present. 

1 3 3 P . & L. E. M e n 

C o m p l e t e S t u d y of 

P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s 
Ten classes in Elementary Public Re

lations, which consisted of 133 em
ployes in the Pittsburgh District, re
cently completed their courses. 

Five classes were conducted at Pitts
burgh, McKees Rocks, Aliquippa, 
Beaver Falls and McKeesport last 
Spring, when some sixty employes com
pleted the course. 

During the first week of October ten 
additional classes were inaugurated at 
Pittsburgh with a total enrollment of 
139 employes, 133 of which successfully 
completed the course. 

Officials introduced the Conference 
Leaders at the beginning and presented 
"Certificates of Accomplishment." 

Arrangements are now being made to 
conduct additional classes at Pittsburgh, 
McKees Rocks and Youngstown around 
the first of the year. 

bases and a Jap merchant auxiliary 
vessel, besides innumerable convoy 
patrols. The Gilligan ranged from the 
Marshalls and Solomons to Okinawa 
during 14 months of forward area 
duty. 

Preceding Geoghegan as members of 
the NYC family were his father, Dan
iel F. Geoghegan, deceased, with 35 
years as a trainman on the River Divi
sion, and his grandfather, James A. 
Geoghegan, a freight conductor on the 
old West Shore. 

S .C.T. Cred i t Union 
Talks Post-War Plans 

At a joint meeting of the Board 
of Directors, Credit and Supervisory 
Committees of the Grand Central Ter
minal Employees Federal Credit Union, 
October 15, President G. S. Connors 
outlined a program designed to meet 
the problems facing the union during 
the reconversion and post war period. 
The payroll deduction savings plan 
was outlined and its advantages to 
the employes were stressed. Plans for 
the annual meeting in January were 
discussed and it is hoped that all 
members will make every effort to 
attend. 

P. & L E. Veteran 
G e t s Second Discharge 

Anthony Kaschuck, a Storehouse C 
attendant, P. & L. E., received his hon
orable discharge for the second time in 
this war. Soon after war was declared, 
Tony enlisted in the Merchant Marine. 
He made many daring runs, including 
some to Murmansk during the height of 
Germany's submarine campaign. When 
the Navy took over the Merchant 
Marine, Tony was discharged because 
of dependents. 

Several months later he entered the 
Navy. He fought with the Japanese this 
time, and was on four ships blown up 
by airplane attacks. He was fortunate 
in escaping unhurt, although "a lot of 
my mates weren't so lucky." 

He received his second discharge in 
October, after a second hitch which 
lasted 24 months. 

N e w Y o r k e r N e a r a s 

J a p a n e s e S u r r e n d e r 

P a p e r s W e r e S i g n e d 
Warren Schlenker, furloughed Teleg

rapher, New York, now a Radioman 
3/c on the U.S.S. Quincey, was with 
his ship in Tokyo Bay on the day 
Japan signed the surrender documents. 

He is a son of Albert G. Schlenker, 
Examiner, Office of the Vice President, 
Personnel, New York. 

In a recent letter he wrote: 
"I've had quite a few thrilling ex

periences, but one I'll always remember 
was the day the Third fleet sailed into 
Tokyo Bay, preliminary to the occu
pation of Japan. As we neared Sagami 
Wan, just South of Tokyo Bay, we 
were met by two Jap destroyers, carry
ing Jap harbor pilots and interpreters, 
who were transferred to one of our 
'cans' and in turn, to the USS Mis
souri, who led the parade into the 
Bay. 

"The Jap sailors were a bewildered 
looking bunch, as they stood on the 
deck of their craft and viewed this 
gigantic fleet which, so many times 
they had been told, was sunk. Follow
ing the Missouri, were the five old 
battlewagons that had withstood the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, and it was 
quite fitting that the ship's band 
should strike up the tune 'Remember 
Pearl Harbor/ 

"We've been Adm. Wiltsi's flagship; 
he is Commander, Cruiser Division 
Ten, and as all admirals were present 
at the signing of the peace treaty, we 
left Sagami Wan on September 1, and 
entered Tokyo Bay the same day. 

"Our church services were held on 
the fantail, about the time the signing 
was taking place and came near to 
being cancelled, as the chaplain had 
a difficult time making himself heard 
above the terrific noise made by the 
hundreds of B29's flying in formation 
over head. 

"I guess every type of aircraft we 
had available, from the Super Forts 
to the small carrier fighter planes took 
part in this air show. It was certainly 
a wonderful day, and one we could 
be thankful for." 

Utica Veterans 
Honored a t Dinner 

L. F. Justice, a machinist, employed 
by the New York Central for 23 years 
was guest at a dinner given November 
10 in the Polish Community Club, 

Utica, by Car Department employes. 
Justice retired November 1. 

Also honored were W. J. Barnes, 
Nicholas Parrott, Ignacy Jakubowicz, 
M. J. Larkin and Jacob Tasior, all re
cently retired. A gift was presented 
Justice by R. G. Ruxton, General 
Foreman, and a talk was given by L. 
G. Polisse, Foreman. The committee: 
Joseph Garry, Frank Bumbolo and 
John Miazga. 

minor repairs and adjustments to attain 
maximum efficiency and avoid break
downs. 

Committees are active on the rail
roads attempting to anticipate and 
analyze future trends covering the 
volume and type of traffic, and the 
ability of the plant to handle it. 

Every effort is, and will be, made 
to serve the public to the fullest ex
tent. We are aware that major im
provements will be developed in types 
of equipment, both passenger and 
freight. Emphasis is being placed or 
considered on speeding up traffic of all 
types on the railroads. 

This naturally increases the prob
lems for the Maintenance of Way De
partment, to insure not only adequate 
safety, but the avoidance and elim
ination of anything which might re
strict faster schedules. Consideration 
is being given to changes in alignment 
by eliminating curves, or their reduc
tion in degree, and the avoidance of 
slow orders, either of a permanent or 
temporary nature. This involves co
ordination of the efforts of the field 
forces to accomplish the maintenance 
work involved, with the least inter
ference to traffic. 

The standard of the track struc
ture is dependent upon the types of 
power and equipment, as well as the 
speed. Many years are required to 
change over from a lesser to a higher 
standard. However, with our present 
heavier rail and fastenings, ample 
strength is available to handle the 
situation, according to the planned 
conditions which are under consider
ation. The emphasis will be on re
finement, particularly to the roadbed 
itself, not overlooking the importance 
of maintaining good line and surface 
conditions at all times. 

Track Materials Improved 
The materials constituting the track 

structure have been improved and no 
doubt this will be further advanced. 
Railroads will be alert to take advantage 
of any technological advances in steel 
or its treatment, such as alloys which 
may be developed as an outcome of the 
experience with the engines of war
fare and other allied materials. Radi
cal changes in materials cannot be 
based solely on laboratory tests, but 
through service of the same on the 
real proving ground, which is the track 
itself. 

In the years to come, as I see it, we 
are going to be up against stern real
ity. Someone has said that in the war 
against reality, "Man has but one 
weapon, his imagination." The diction
ary defines imagination as "the cre
ative or constructive faculty." 

In Five Big Battles 

G e o g h e g a n R e t u r n s 

F r o m O k i n a w a A r e a ; 

S a w N a v a l B a t t l e s 
James E. Geoghegan, Storekeeper 

3/C, of 190 Clinton Avenue, Kings
ton, New York is one of the Pacific 
theatre veterans who returned home 
on the USS Gilligan (DE 508). 
Geoghegan, a Hudson Division brake-
man, enlisted in October, 1942, while 
assigned on mail and express runs 
originating out of Grand Central 
Terminal. 

He participated in the major cam
paigns in the Pacific Ocean areas, 
ranging from the Marshalls to Okin
awa. The Gilligan survived 68 days 
patrol in the "picket line" off Okin
awa, downing seven Japanese suicide 
planes and being credited with four 
probable Kamikaze victims. The Gil
ligan also splashed two twin-engined 
bombers in the Lingayen Gulf inva
sion of January 9, 1945. 

Additional official battle tallies in
clude two Japanese submarines, four 
shore bombardments of Jap-held island 

Beech Grovers Return 
H. A. Wolfe, 80th Division Infan

try, has returned to work at Beach 
Grove after 19 months in service. He 
was wounded four months after land
ing in France at Metz in the Rhine-
land. He received the purple heart. 

The following also have returned: 
S. H. Ellis, Welder; A. Scheich, Sheet 
Metal Worker; J. McClain, Electrician 
Apprentice; J. A. DiUlio, Coach Re
pairer; L. Anderson, Carman Ap
prentice; M. Cavanaugh, Wood Ma
chinist Apprentice; W. Emberton, 
Electrician Helper; J. Mathews, Car
man Helper, and J. Henninger, Car
man Apprentice. 

Mrs. Anne Moore, employed in the 
Freight Claim Department, Rochester, 
N. Y., is shown with a 36 pound muska-
longe she caught at Wolf Island, 

Ontario, this Fall. 

New Yorkers Return 
The following furloughed employes 

have returned to the office of Mechani
cal & Electrical Engineer, D. B. Thomp
son, New York, after being mustered 
out of the service: 

Former Master Sergt. John J. 
O'Keeffe, 304th combat Engineer Bat
talion, 79th Infantry Division, and 2nd 
Engineer Wilberry R. Muschett, Mari
time Service. 

The necessity for refinement has 
created a demand for many other types 
of tools, such as the adzing machine 
and pneumatic drivers for greater 
accuracy in setting spikes, pre-boring 
machines for field drilling, power 
wrenches and drills — and many other 
special tools have been developed: 
The Mole and large on-track machines 
for cleaning ballast, the spray car for 
oiling the rail and fixtures, weed burn
ers, chemical cars for weed killing, 
track liners, track shifters, etc. 

There is still another line upon 

which a start had been made prior to 
the present emergency, and which will 
undoubtedly see greater use, that is, 
improved roadway machinery for grad
ing and ditching, such as scrapers, 
drag lines, spreaders, clam shells, and 
other types. One of the more important 
phases of work in the future no doubt, 
will be the general strengthening of 
the roadbed by widening the shoulders 
and embankment, improvements in 
cuts, and increased and more effective 
drainage. 

The use of these various tools and 

machines creates another problem, and 
that is the training of men capable 
not only of handling, but maintaining 
them. This problem is of particular 
importance in the Maintenance of Way 
Department due to the fact that these 
machines are scattered over a wide 
territory. In spite of how well they 
are designed, and the quality of the 
materials with which they are con
structed, there is a certain degree of 
wear and tear constantly taking place, 
which calls for mechanical skill. Oper
ators must be trained to take care of 

Alex Lusak, a furloughed trackman on 
the Philipsburg Branch of the old Beech 
Creek Division, Pa., recently was dis
charged after nearly four years in mili
tary service. He was overseas 19 months 
and had eight months of combat duty, 
participating in major battles in Nor
mandy, the Rhineland, the Ardennes 
and Central Germany. He was also a 
member of a task force which fought 
in the Falise Pocket and at Metz. He 
served variously as a cannoneer, tank 
driver and gunner after landing on Utah 
Beach, Normandy, with a tank destroyer 
battalion of the 9th Infantry Division. 
Later he was with a driver unit of the 
82d Airborne Division. When the war 
ended, he was with an armored field 
artillery unit, in Lambach, Austria. He 
expects to resume railroading with his 
two brothers, John, a trackman at Mun-
son, Pa. and George, a track foreman 
at Clearfield, Pa. Together the three 
brothers have 74 years of railroad 
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Columbus Engineman, 50 Years at Work, 
Gets Purse on Retiring 

Walter R. Beadle, an Engineman at Columbus, was the guest of honor recently 
at a dinner given by the B. of L. E. to signalize his retirement, after 50 years 
of service. 

J. H. Spooner, Superintendent and toastmaster, presented Mr. Beadle with 
a purse on behalf of his associates. Mr. Beadle, who recently received a Gold 
Pass, now hopes to ride some of the main line trains he has heard so much 
about. Left to right: W. C. Wardwell, Master Mechanic; J. W. Crowley, 
Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Beadle, J. H. Spooner, Superintendent; W. H. 
Cooley, Conductor; Fred Skinner, General Yard Master; W. F. Davis, Train
master; Gilbert Lamp, Fireman; Harry Denman, Switchman and Forest 

Grubbs, Conductor. 

C i n c i n n a t i M a j o r , 

A l b e r t D . H a r t z l e r , 

G e t s B r o n z e S t a r 
Major Albert D. Hartzler, of Cin

cinnati, was recently awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal by his commanding 
officer at Marseille, France, for out
standing Service as Mechanical Engi
neer and as Head of Requirements 
Section, Headquarters, Second Military 
Railway Service, from May 1, 1944, 
to March 20, 1945. 
Major Hartzler was charged with the 

responsibility of ferrying from England 
to France some 20,000 railway wagons 
and 1730 steam and Diesel locomo
tives. He avoided bottlenecks by alert
ness. At the same time, he expedited 
the turnaround of the specially re
fitted LST transports. 

The major started his civilian rail
road career with the New York Cen
tral at the Bellefontaine, Ohio, engin-
house in 1919. When he left for the 
Army in 1943, he was a mechanical 
supervisor at Cincinnati Union Ter
minal. His first army assignment placed 
him with the 721st Railway Operat
ing Battalion, but he was transferred 
to the Headquarters, Second Military 
Railway Service, just before he went 
overseas. 

Two Penna Division Veterans Retire 

R . B . W . A . G r o u p 

i n I n d i a n a p o l i s 

New York Central women have 
been active in Railway Business Wom
en's Associations in various cities in 
the past and now have a part in the 
organization of another such group at 
Indianapolis. 

Among N.Y.C. women having part 
in preliminary arrangements are 
Josephine Riley and Bertha Staub, in 
the office of Superintendent, Freight 
Transportation, and Irene Dorris in 
the office of Superintendent of Equip
ment. 

The first meeting was held on Oc
tober 15, with forty-five women rep
resenting various roads, attending. 
Donna J. Harkness of the Publicity 
Department, Cincinnati, a co-founder 
and past president in that city, was 

Indianapolis Boy 
Now in Philippines Cleveland Boy Dies 

on Mindanao 

Clevelander Back 
From South America 

Sergt. Ford G. Kesler of Cleveland, 
was recently stationed at A.A.F. Base 
Unit, Dayton Army Air Field, Van-
dalia, Ohio, after having served con
siderable time in Central and South 
America, attached to a Signal Corps, 
where he was on outpost duty, watch
ing for submarine and stray planes. 

Mr. Kesler entered the service of 
the Signal Department March 24, 
1941, at 22, as a Signal Helper. He 
was furloughed September 18, 1941, 
to enter the Armed Services. He hopes 
for an early discharge. 

Pennsylvania Division Safety Committee members above were snapped at a 
meeting in Jersey Shore, Pa., "Y," November 13, conducted by Supt. J. B. 
Delaney, and Safety Agent L. Butterfield. Left to right, seated: T. A. Rhoads, 
F. L. Hoffman, H. E. Gundlach, W. H. Lomasney, B. F. Francis, E. B. Ferguson, 
N. F. Benedict, H. T. Linn, H. Sundin, L. B. Terbrack and C. C. Lathey. 
Standing at the rear: N. W. Fisher, J. W. Kinsley, S. R. Johnson, J. E. Spon
gier, W. H. Swartwood, Safety Agent Butterfield, J. Notor and J. H. Hertzel, 

Special Representative, Freight Claim Department. 

Kenton Men Back 
from War Abroad 

present and spoke on the history, the 
purpose and activities of R.B.W.A. 

An organization meeting with fifty 
charter members was held October 29 
and officers were elected. Miss Amanda 
Anderson, Chief Clerk in the Division 
Engineer's office, P.&E. Railway, was 
made President; Alma Hoenig, with 
the Superintendent Freight Transpor
tation, N.Y.C, Treasurer; Irene Dor
ris, Chairman of the Fellowship com
mittee and R. Anne Cunningham, 
Telegraph Department, Chairman of 
the Membership committee. Other 
officers are: Gertrude Condon, Penn
sylvania, Vice President; Mary Sar
gent, Missouri Pacific, Recording Sec
retary and Dorothy Gary, Railway Ex
press Agency, Corresponding Secre
tary. 

Emily Glass of the General Passen
ger Agent's office, Cincinnati, is Presi
dent of the Cincinnati R.B.W.A., Miss 
Harkness and others plan to attend 
the installation meeting at Indianap
olis in January. 

Orvis E. Reese, Ship's Cook Third Class, 
formerly a yard brakeman at Indian
apolis, is now stationed in the Philip
pines, a short distance from Leyte. 
Reese has been in the Navy for a year, 

but had served a previous hitch. 

Pfc. Donald R. Jacbon, 20, only son 
of Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Jacbon, was 
killed in action, May 11, on Mindanao. 
Pfc. Jackson went overseas in January, 
1944, with the Medical Corps and was 
a veteran of New Guinea and Leyte. 
E. C. Jackson is General Signal In

spector, Line West, Cleveland. 

Conductor L. G. Carl, shown above, 
third from right, front row, retired 
from service November 1, after 45 
years of service as a conductor on the 
Beech Creek District and recently on 
the River Line Local between Avis and 
Clearfield. 

Associates at Avis presented him 
with a lapel button, Certificate of 
Service and other gifts. 

Mr. Carl, an ardent fisherman and 
hunter, plans to spend considerable 
time in the Pennsylvania mountains 
and streams. 

Left to right: L. B. Terbrack, Train
master; F. C. Henry, Car Inspector; 
L. E. Kohr, Brakeman; H. Shield, Car 
Inspector; R. J, Showers, Brakeman; 
J. R. Custred, Engineman; A. P. Ris-
sel, Conductor; L. G. Carl, Conductor; 
B. R. Heverly, Brakeman; J. B. Delaney, 
Superintendent; C. Jones, Car In
spector; C. M. Spotts, Car Inspector; 
L. A. Bobst, Brakeman. 

In picture at right is Engineman J. 
E. White, third from right, seated, 
who retired November I, after 42 
years of service as fireman and en
gineman in the Beech Creek District, 
recently at Avis Yard. 

A lapel button was pinned on him 
by Trainmaster L. B. Terbrack and 
Certificate of Service and a gife were 
presented by Superintendent Delaney. 

Seated: G. C. Wills, Brakeman; C. 
W. Maneval, Fireman; J. E. White, 
Engineman; J, P. Rhoads, Conductor, 
and G. F. Frable, Brakeman. Standing, 
J. B. Delaney, Superintendent; L. E. 
Kohr, Brakeman; L. B. Terbrack, 
Trainmaster; J. R. Custred, Engine-
man; A. P. Rissel, Brakeman; B. B. 
Heverly, Brakeman; T. Reese, Car In
spector; F. W. Yeager, Fireman; W. 
R. Frable, Brakeman, and T. E. Maher, 

General Yardmaster. 

Big F o u r V e t e r a n s 

D i n e in C i n c i n n a t i 

Worcester Chapter of Big Four 
Veterans held their annual dinner at 
the Alms Hotel, Cincinnati, on the 
evening of November 15. It was the 
first dinner of this Chapter since the 
start of the war emergency. 

Some two hundred were in attend

ance. The only business transacted was 
the re-election of all officers for an
other year. A. T. Leidolf is President 
and L. P. Wellman, secretary. 

Vice President and General Manager 
J. J. Brinkworth, who spoke, was pre
sented a gold membership button by 
William Koch, Secretary of the Big 
Four Grand Chapter. 

The picture "Railroaders Always" 
was shown by Earl N. Kottenbrook, 
Chief Clerk in the Vice President's 
office. An hour of professional enter
tainment followed. 

A s h t a b u l a M e n H a v e 

T w e l v e T e a m s B o w l i n g 

Employes at Ashtabula have organ
ized a 12-team bowling league for the 
1945-46 season with approximately 80 
men signed up from various depart
ments. Increased interest is shown, as 
last year the league had only eight 
teams. 

The officers are J. S. Miller (Harbor 
Car Shop) President; Calvin Keeflin 
(Yard) Vice President; Connie Efan-
tis (Motive Power) Secretary and 
George La Bounty (Motive Power) 
Treasurer. 

In the early games high single game 
rolled was a 253, by V. Sneary of the 
Yard Clerks; High series was 613 by 
Andy DeMaio of the Old Shop; High 
Game 970 by the Yard Clerks and high 
three games was a 2680, also by the 
Yard Clerks. 

Returns to Kenton, 
Crossed the Rhine Ohio Man's Ship 

Is Hit by Bombs 

Two Kenton, Ohio, employes who 
were overseas are now home again. 
Charles McCann shown at top, recently 
returned to his former job with the 
Track Department after three and a 
half years overseas with the 37th Divi
sion in the Pacific Theatre. He joined 
the 37th in 1939. He was awarded the 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Good Con
duct Medal, American Defense Service 
Medal, Philippines Liberation Ribbon, 
Distinguished Unit Citation, Asiatic 
Pacific Theatre Ribbon with three 
Bronze Battle Stars and the Infantry 
Combat Badge. 

Maxwell James is back at his job on 
Section 11 at Kenton after nine months 
overseas. Mr. James saw service in 
France, Germany and Austria and has 
three Battle Stars, E.T.O. Ribbon and 
a Good Conduct Ribbon. 

Snowden Risner, a furloughed section 
laborer at Kenton, Ohio, has been dis
charged from military service, which 
he entered May 29, 1942. He was with 
the 826th Aviation Engineers, serving 
in Scotland, Wales, Holland, Belgium, 
Luxemburg and Germany. He assisted 
in building or repairing 58 airdromes, 
was overseas 37 months, took part in 
the Normandy invasion and crossed 
the Rhine three days after American 

troops made the first crossing. 

Seaman 1st Class J. M. Coleman, for
merly a yard brakeman at Sharonville, 
Ohio, was a member of the crew of the 
U.S.S. Wyandot, Navy attack cargo 
ship, when it was hit by a Japanese 
"Kate" last March, about twenty miles 
off Kerama Retto. Two eight-foot bomb 
holes did not keep the ship from de
livering 85 per cent of her cargo for 
the Army at Okinawa. Coleman, who 
had sixteen years with the New York 
Central, was inducted into the Navy 

in May, 1944. 
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M i d - W e s t e n e r s Back 

f r o m M i l i t a r y S e r v i c e 
Several members of the Freight 

Traffic Department in Chicago and 
Kansas City are back on their jobs 
with the Central after service with the 
Armed Forces. They are: 

Joe Seiler, Chicago, Chief Yoeman, 
U.S.N., who served in the Pacific 
Theater; Charles Hauenschild, Chi
cago, 3 1/2 years in the Navy; Louis 
G. Kuntz, Chicago, Yoeman 1/C, and 
M. J. Richardson, City Freight Agent, 
Kansas City, with the Navy in the 
Pacific. 

Elmer W. Planer, S. K. V 2/C, and 
T/Sergt. John J. Stanton, furloughed 
clerks and veterans of World War II, 
are back on their jobs in the Audi
tor's office, I. H. B.-C. R. & I., Chi
cago. Stanton was in the Army four 
years and seven months and Planer 
was in the Navy 2 1/2 years. Cpl. C. E. 
Koridek has been discharged from the 
service and is expected back to work 
soon. Arthur W. Dellers, war veteran, 
is a new clerk in the auditor's office. 

63 Retiring Veterans Honored at Annual Recognition Dinner at Elkhart "Y" 

R e c e n t D e a t h s 

Gersbach, Otto, 69, who retired in 
June, 1944, as Chief Engineer, Chi
cago River & Indiana Railroad, in 
Iowa. 

Musser, Alfred J., 71, Vice Presi
dent and General Manager, Clearfield 
Bituminous Coal Corporation, Indiana, 
Pa., November 12. 

Opitz, Robert H., 84, retired local 
representative, Purchasing Department, 
Cleveland. He retired in 1932, after 
almost 50 years of service. For many 
years he made weekly visits to the 

Office. 
Schaff, Charles E., 89, in St. Louis. 

He was Vice President of the New 
York Central from June, 1906, to 
1912, when he was elected President 
of the Missouri, Kansas, Texas Rail
road. 

Webb, Dr. Roland F., Company 
Surgeon at Grand Rapids. 

Reddy, William, Machinist at West 
Albany Car Shop. 

Stockman, Francis, Electrician, 
West Albany Car Shops, died Octo
ber 26. 

Williams, Burdette, 80, retired 
Tugboat Captain, in Ossining Hos
pital. 

Ferguson, Charles W., Supervisor 
of Typing Bureau, Comptroller's 
Office, New York, October 22. He had 
42 years of service, and had been 
supervisor since 1932. 

Dunlap, Amos F., retired Lumber 
Inspector, Cleveland. 

Williams, Charles E., 96, retired 
Dispatcher, at his home in St. Thomas, 
Ont., November 2. He was in railroad 
service over 50 years at time of his 
retirement 26 years ago. 

Hearn, F., an electrician at Beech 
Grove, November 6, at his home after 
an illness of only one hour. Mr. Hearn 
was Assistant General Chairman of 
the Electrical Workers, and had 18 
years' service. 

Gibson, J., 71, Carman at Beech 
Grove, died October 19, on his way 
home from work. Mr. Gibson had 31 
years' service. 

Scroggins, Frank J., 57, Station 
Master of the Union Station, South 
Bend, since the building was opened 
in 1929, November 9, after an illness 
of two months. An employe of the 
New York Central System for 39 
years, he was first a telegraph operator. 

Ingersoll, George K., 94, retired 
Chief Dispatcher, Cleveland Division, 
at Euclid, Ohio. He had 53 years of 
continuous service at the time of his 
retirement 25 years ago. 

APPROXIMATELY 300 attended the 
annual Recognition Dinner, honor

ing those who retired from active ser
vice with the New York Central, at the 
Elkhart, Ind., Y.M.C.A., October 27. 

The 1945 pensioners' roll listed the 
names of 63 veterans with periods of 
service ranging between 13 and 50 
years. 

The principal address was delivered 
by E. H. Hanson, Superintendent Freight 
Transportation, Detroit. Frank M. 
Warner, Traveling Railroad Y.M.C.A. 
Secretary of New York City sang folk 
songs and spirituals, playing his own 
banjo accompaniment. Mr. Hanson's 
talk dealt principally with the work of 
the railroad during the war. 

Out-of-town officials present included 
C. F. Wiegele, Assistant to Vice Presi
dent, Chicago; E. A. Dougherty, As
sistant General Manager, Cleveland; 
J. T. Husum, Chief of Police, Chicago; 
D. W. Taylor, Police Chief at Cleve
land; Leroy Blue, General Freight 
Agent, Chicago; F. H. Garner, Super
intendent, Chicago; E. J. Gibbons, 

Officials at Elkhart dinner for veterans retiring in 1945. Left to right: J. A. Ramsey, 
President Elkhart Chapter, N.Y.C. Pensioners; C. F. Wiegele, Assistant to Vice 
President, Chicago; E. A. Dougherty, Assistant General Manager, Cleveland; 
E. H. Hanson, Superintendent Freight Transportation, Detroit, speaker and H. H. 

Menges, Master of Ceremonies. At top, general view. 

Superintendent, Toledo; H. P. Han-
nan, Superintendent Freight Trans
portation, Chicago, and S. W. Spencer 
and E. W. Hobbs, Supervisors of Per
sonnel at Cleveland and Detroit, re
spectively. J. L. McKee, Vice President, 
Chicago, scheduled to attend, was pre
vented from doing so. 

Names of retiring veterans and their 
years of service follow: Andrews, J. H., 
40; Angell, A. F., 42; Baker, G. D., 
40; Baker, C. J., 35; Ball, H. E., 40; 

Barney, A. M., 47; Bredow, C. F., 40; 
Bridge, W. T., 40; Cathcart, F. J., 35; 
Claeys, A., 47; Cloutier, H. L., 45; 
Clugston, M. R., 22; Coleman, T. V., 
36; Connolly, J., 45; Copeland, R. L., 
32; Eschenauer, J. J., 22; Flauding, 
W. H., 26; Fletcher, G. H., 37; Fuller, 
S. L., 42; Galasso, John, 32; Gilkson, 
M. C, 42; Goudy, G. M., 42; Haeb, 
Mathew, 34; Hanafin, M. J., Sr., 45; 
Higbee, L. C, 23; Hobbs, R. C, 40; 
Hoffman, R. L., 45; Hopkins, W. H., 

Gibson Clerk Resigns 
Mrs. LaVerne Ingraham, Mileage 

Clerk in the office of the Superin
tendent of Freight Transportation, 
Gibson, Ind., resigned recently after 
28 years of service. 

She was the guest of honor at a 
turkey dinner at which H. P. Hannan, 
Superintendent of Freight Transpor
tation, gave a history of her career. 
She and her soldier husband, Joe, who 
was recently discharged from the 
Army, received gifts. 

George P. Williams, Demurrage 
Supervisor, Indianapolis, retired No
vember 30, after 54 years of service. 

E. G. Costin, Claim Agent, New York 
Central System, Toledo, retired October 
31, after more than 35 years' service. 
He had spent the last 27 years in 
Toledo. On November 1 he was guest 
of honor at a dinner at the New York 
Central Sportsmen's Club, attended by 
friends, members of his own department, 
officials and heads of other depart
ments. G. W. Brittingham, District Claim 

Agent, introduced Herbert L. Hanson, 
Assistant General Claims Attorney, New 
York City, who presided as Toastmaster. 
Short talks were made by F. A. Hruska, 
who retired two years ago as Chief 
Claim Agent, Cleveland; Milo Warner, 
Local Counsel; Dr. O. W. Burkholder, 
Company Surgeon; J. H. Spooner, Su
perintendent, Ohio Central Division, 
Columbus; W. E. Anderson, General 

Car Foreman; E. C. Cook, Division Pas
senger Agent; E. C. Howard and others. 
H. T. Connors, Car Foreman, presented 
him with a complete smoking outfit. 
John Ford of the Toledo Car Depart
ment sang and a piano solo was given 
by Austin Green of the Federal Icing 
Company. Mr. and Mrs. Costin, on 
November 3, went to Portland, Oregon, 

where they will make their home. 

T w o D e t r o i t e r s in 

A r m y N o w in J a p a n 
Among the Japanese occupational 

forces are two former Auditor Pas
senger Accounts employes, Detroit — 
Pfc. Edwin Biebel, who is at Sasabo, 
Kyushu Island, and Pvt. Vernon 
O'Conner, at Hiro, Japan. Vern says, 
"The Japanese people are very friendly 
and seem to be doing everything 
possible to make us comfortable. It's 
hard to believe they were so tough. 
I don't think there will be any trouble 
in regard to occupation. 

Veterans of military service are re
turning to the Auditor Passenger 
Accounts office in ever increasing num
bers. Latest to come back were Roy 
Hronek, who had been a staff ser
geant in the Aleutians; James Bues-
cher, Lieutenant, Air Corps bombar
dier and former German prisoner; 
Arthur "Bud" Higgins, former cor
poral in the Aleutians; and J. Joseph 
Briody, Staff Sergt. and Fortress tail 
gunner in Europe. 

Winifred Cline, of the Auditor 
Passenger Accounts Office, Detroit, in 
October became the bride of Charles 
E. Leach, Chief of Police at Kingsville, 
Ontario. 

Additional Auditor Passenger Ac
counts employes in military service 
to receive their "homing pigeons" and 
honorable discharges are S/Sergt. Mat
thew J. Conlon, cryptographer with 
the Eighth Army Air Force; Corp. 
William Weddigen, from the Philip
pines, Pfc. Lester Horton, from Italy; 
Sergt. Walter D. Paul, from Belgium; 
Lieut. Nick Tikfesi, Air Force bom
bardier from the Philippines; Corp. 
William Dinner, from Italy; Corp. 
Robert Zugg and Sergt. Richard Nihill, 
from the Pacific area. 

Pensioned Auditor Passenger Ac
counts employe James J. Rodgers suf
fered a slight stroke when bowling in 
Albany, New York, October 26. 

Miss Bertha Eastman, clerk in the 
Auditor Passenger Accounts office, 
Detroit, died November 4 after a 
long illness. Burial was in Rochester, 
Michigan, on November 6. Born June 
15, 1887, she entered service Decem
ber 3, 1917, and was given a leave 
of absence, account illness, in 1944. 

The Auditor Passenger Accounts 
girls' choir, which made such a favor
able impression last year, when they 
sang Christmas carols in the Michigan 
Central Terminal, Detroit, during their 
noon hour and after work, are prac
ticing and will again be heard this 
year. The girls lifted the hearts of 
many travelers every day for a week 
before Christmas. Dolores Seely will 
again direct. 

26; Hull, Irvin, 44; LeCount, Tillman, 
20; Leslie, C. E., 38; Lippencott, J., 
47; Livengood, W. W., 36; Lynn, 
O. A., 40; Lyons, P. A., 45; Martin, 
D. J., 41; Massey, P. G., 36; Mauro, 
Frank, 33; Meyer, C. N., 44; Miles, 
E. L., 47; Morey, F. J., 43; PuthufT, 
J. W., 38; Reidenback, C. E., 13; 
Rhoda, G. C, 20; Rowley, S. A., 40; 
Ruff, Bert, 16; Sanders, C S., 39; 
Schmitt, E. C, 38; Scheer, Henry, 31; 
Scheolfield, Henry, 22; Senger, George, 
27; Shasberger, J. E., 46; Smilie, J. P., 
50; Smith, G. E., 21; Stewart, B. W., 
35; Stone, E. P., 49; Taylor, F. D., 
43; Varney, G. C, 42; Wolkins, 
W. L., 42; Yoder, C. R., 32. Deceased: 
Brannan, J. A., 44; Green, C. W., 39; 
Pindell, P. P., 39. 

Music was provided by an ensemble 
of Elkhart High School musicians con
sisting of Ellsworth Moyer, Thelma 
Farrell, Carol Dietz, David Howard 
and Mary Wise. 

Arrangements were in charge of 
H. C. Van Bergen, President of the 
Railroad "Y" board; John Samuel, 
"Y" Secretary; Walter Haid, Ira Hei-
der, J. A. Ramsey, L. H. Webster, J. A. 
Roderick, A. F. Shoup and George 
Minnix. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Mahoney were 
the dinner committee; Mrs. Haid and 
Mrs. Henry Helm, assisted by Mr. 
Helm, had charge of decorations and 
Mrs. Carrie Shelt, Mrs. Ramsey, Mrs. 
Aurand and Mrs. Cora Brown formed 
the reception committee. 

Claim Agent E. G. Costin, Toledo, Feted as He Retires 
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H e r e a n d A b r o a d , 

C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g s ! 

Christmas, 1945 

Throw on more wood! The wind is chill; 
But let it whistle as it will, 
We'll keep our Christmas merry still. 

— Scott 

FAIR weather or foul, in sunshine or in snow, we here in America 
will have our most joyous Christmas in four years. In our land, at 

least, the beneficent spirit of Him whose birth we celebrate sheds a 
radiance over the countryside as we enter the first Yuletide at peace 
since 1941. 

For us the holocaust of war, with its waste and destruction of ambi
tions, careers and property, surmounted by an appalling cost in the 
lives of our youngest and best, has ended. But even those families 
who lost their nearest and dearest in their country's behalf realize that 
the end was worth the terrible price which was paid. 

New York Central folk, reviewing the years of war, may rest assured 
that they did their share to make possible the happy holiday that lies 
ahead. Their's has been a record that will shine in our railroad annals. 
But our task is far from done. 

In the weeks ahead, it will fall to our lot to make possible, through 
our transportation facilities, the happy reunions of which thousands 
of our own boys dreamed while in foxholes in Europe and in jungles 
on the other side of the world. 

Everyone of us concerned in the handling of our passenger traffic 
in the coming weeks has it in his power to make a welcome Christmas 
gift to every Central traveler. In recent months we have accentuated 
our reputation for efficiency and, even more, for consideration and 
kindness in handling our patrons in stations and on trains. 

If, all along the line, we will increase these present appreciated 
efforts, we will give to the public, upon which we depend for our 
livelihood, a Christmas token which it will treasure beyond compare. 

Lieut. Wm. W. Patteson 
Lieut. William W. Patteson, 22, of 

Ossining, N. Y., a former employe in 
the President's Office, New York, on 
October 31, was reported missing after 
a B-29, on which he was a flight en
gineer, disappeared when on a flight 
from Tinian to Iwo Jima. 

The big plane vanished October 10, 
about 70 miles south of Iwo Jima. A 
nine-day search of the area was made 
by Army and Navy planes and by sur
face craft, but no trace was found of 
the plane or its crew. Two shipmates 
who wrote to Lieut Patteson's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel K. Patteson, said 
that no hope for survival of the crew 
was entertained. 

The young airman left for the Pacific 
August 1, after receiving final training 
at Topeka, Kansas. He started training 
January 30, 1943 in the College Train
ing Detachment at Jamestown, N. D., 
later he graduated from the Advance 
Fighter Pilots School at Williams 
Field, Arizona. After serving as an 
instructor at that field he later com
pleted specialized aerial courses. He 
was an accomplished pianist. 

C O U R T E S Y O N T R A I N S 

(From the Knickerbocker News, Albany, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1945) 

PASSENGER who stepped from the Empire State the 
other evening said he never had a more pleasant ride or 

on a nicer train, but the thing he liked the best was the cour
tesy shown him by the conductors and train employes. Prob
ably you have noticed the same thing, for it can be seen 
plainly and felt just as obviously. And it isn't because the 
war is over, for it antedates victory by quite a spell. 

Undoubtedly one of the influences for improvement in the 
service on the New York Central is the School of Public 
Relations which the line has conducted for its employes. 
There has been intensive instruction in giving service, the one 
thing a railroad has to sell, and supplying it in a way that 
makes the passenger think the road is glad to have him 
aboard. 

It isn't just the conductor and his helpers. Those sweet 
girl hostesses in uniform that our passenger called "cute" 
did not skip a trick in answering questions of women and men 
pleasantly and helpfully. 

And we, speaking for the passenger and the rest of the 
public, want to say thank you, not only to these courteous 
people but to a line that is establishing courtesy as its hall
mark. And, by the way, that's the hallmark of gentility. 

of Christmas linger on, but the longer 
you keep your Christmas tree, the 
more hazardous it becomes for fires. 
Get your tree as late as you can, and 
discard it as soon after Christmas as 
possible, for Safety's sake. 

Setting the base of a fresh Christ

mas tree in a can of water will reduce 
its flammability as effectively as any 
fire-proofing chemicals. Cut off the 
base of the tree at an angle about one 
inch above the original cut and keep 
adding water so that the base is always 
submerged. 

Coal Traffic Men Prepare for Busy Period 

THE 

ROUNDHOUSE 

By 

Sim Perkins 

Left to right, J. R. O'Malia, now General Coal Traffic Manager, New York; 
M. J. Murphy, Coal Freight Agent at New York; R. K. Horton, General Coal 
Freight Agent at New York and P. P. Belitz, Coal Traffic Manager, Cleveland. 

Northern Refrigerator Line Wins Award 

Tribute to our Victory Gardeners 
CLINTON P. Anderson, Secretary of Agriculture, wrote to the New York 

Central System officials in charge of the Victory Garden program as follows: 
"Please accept my grateful thanks and congratulations for the work which 

you have done in stimulating the Victory Garden movement throughout the 
country. The food raised and the health and general morale furthered by 
garden work have contributed greatly to the war effort." 

These words apply to every railroad employe who helped to produce the 
food which helped carry us through those trying times. Although the individual 
contribution may have appeared small, the aggregate was truly amazing. The 
Department of Agriculture said, "We depend on the home gardens for about 
40% of our fresh vegetables and about half of our canned vegetables." 

The summary of the four years of Victory Gardening released by the National 
Advisory Garden Committee indicates that the total production amounted to 
almost 24 million tons of food, valued at more than three and one-half billion 
dollars. It is estimated that during 1944 alone, 3,400,000,000 quarts of fruits 
and vegetables were put up at home. 

Hence, those Central employes — and there were hundreds — who used that 
spare hour here and there to raise food in their garden made a real contribu
tion to our welfare and final victory. It is likely that they derived physical 
benefits at the same time. 

A n d e r s o n Y e t s 

G u e s t s a t D i n n e r 

The Anderson, Indiana, chapter Big 
Four Veterans, and its Auxiliary, 
honors retiring employes with a din
ner each year. Two hundred veterans 
and families enjoyed a turkey dinner 
November 12 and a fine program of 
speeches, music and old-fashioned 
dancing, held at the I.O.O.F. Hall. 

The retiring men were presented 
with gifts and otherwise honored. 
They were: John Schlappi, E. E. Fick-
enworth, C. J. Richard, Oran H. Kil
mer, C. H. Kirkendall, F. O. Frymire, 

Claude Ramsey and E. O. Schronze. 
The Grand Chapter was represented 
by William Koch, Executive Secretary-
Treasurer, Cincinnati. 

Officers recently elected at Ander
son are: M. B. Katon, President; Ott 
Meldrum, Vice President; Fred C. 
Weber, Secretary-Treasurer. 

Soldier W e d s A b r o a d 
The parents of Sergt. Terrance V. 

Schlimmer, formerly Agent at St. Henry, 
Ohio, have received word of his mar
riage to Miss Christiana Bastaire, of 
Nice, France. He entered military serv
ice in 1941. He expects to bring his 
bride home with him soon to St. Henry. 

THE recent destruction by fire of the 
120 years old Cataract House at 

Niagara Falls, honeymooners' mecca 
for a span greater than the Central's 
114 years, removed a landmark that 
was familiar to thousands of Central 
folk. Honeymooners who stayed there 
usually felt this made their marriage 
official. 

In connection with this, I recently 
had a visit from a retired Detroiter of 
automotive fame, George Elon Farns-
worth, a great nephew of Elon Farns-
worth, Chancellor of the State of 
Michigan, and one of the early di
rectors of the Michigan Central Rail
road. He told me that early in June, 
1852, a group of Detroit men, headed 
by Chancellor Farnsworth, went to the 
Cataract House and there met Commo
dore Vanderbilt, then the new co-owner 
with Daniel Drew of the Boston & 
Stonington Railroad. At that meeting, 
they discussed plans for building a 
railroad line from Niagara Falls to 
Windsor, Ontario. The Commodore, it 
is reported, agreed to subscribe one-
third of the funds needed. Thus came 
into being the Great Western Railroad, 
which later was consolidated into the 
Grand Trunk System. 

With the receipts of the sale, a new 
and shorter line was built from Black 
Rock to Windsor. This was the Canada 
Southern Railroad, later leased to the 
Michigan Central and now operated by 
the New York Central System. 

The number of New York Central 
men in military service is still ris
ing, albeit slowly. As of the middle of 
November, the total was 30,239, of 
whom 5,233 had returned, leaving 
25,006 still in the ranks. 

Of the total who entered service, 
518 will not return. 

Inductions at present are averaging 
about 70 a month. 

It's nice to have pleasant memories 

Certificate of Meritorious Service presented by Army for keeping milk and 
perishable food moving to troops. This line is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

the New York Central. 
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I n i t s P r o d i g i o u s W a r L a b o r s 
(Concluded from paqe one) 

Military Police and Shore Patrol Squads at LaSalle Street Station 

First row, left to right: Lieut. H. W. Simmons; T. E. McNamara; Captain of Police, Chicago, and Lieut. Hillis B. 
Miller, U.S.N.R. Second row: J. A. Flickinger, Conductor; First Sergt. Edmund D. Halkoski; Sergt. Claude Huff; 
Sergt. Anthony T. Franco; Corp. William Bloom; Sergt. John M. McDermott; Corp. Robert K. Hill; Sergi. Thomas 
V. King and M. J. Hanafin, Trainman. Third row: R. M. Carlton, Specialist 2/C; W. L. Cook, Specialist 3/C; J. J. 
Kofron, Specialist 3/C; A. W.;Coleman, Specialist 2/C; J. F. Koneval, Specialist 1/C; C. J. O'Connell, Specialist 

2/C; W. P. Fleming, Specialist 3/C, and J. R. Schiefelbein, Specialist, 3/C. 

M i l i t a r y P o l i c e 

A i d i n S t a t i o n s 

a n d o n T r a i n s 
Handling of wartime transportation 

problems was made immeasurably 
easier through assistance rendered by 
Military Policemen and Shore Patrol
men, not only to members of the 
Armed Forces, but to the railroads and 
traveling public as well, says J. T. 
Husum, Chief of New York Central 
Police, Chicago, who emphasized his 
opinion with the statement: "We don't 
know how we could have got along 
without them." 

Shore Patrolmen and Military Patrol
men were placed aboard New York 
Central trains and assigned to various 
stations and terminals over the System 
in October, 1942. Prior to that time 
there had been some difficulty in hand
ling situations which arose rather fre
quently. Occasionally young men, 
proud of their uniforms, were inclined 
to become over exuberant and often 
presented problems difficult to control 
with the relatively limited forces avail
able to railroad and local police au
thorities. 

heated coaches into snow three feet 
or more deep and a temperature of 
14 degrees below zero. They have 
detrained in the blistering heat of 
midsummer and walked barefoot, with
out flinching, over the rough ballast 
of our tracks. Certainly there has been 
no rationing of courage among these 
volunteers. 

Would you care to board the magic 
carpet of imagination and accompany 
a group of these men through the 
process of recruiting and movement 
into the land of "Tio Sam," where 
they take up a new life. Let's follow 
Harry L. Buhler, General Supervisor 
of Labor damps and George H. Pro-
vancha, of the Chief Engineer's Office., 
Chicago, on one of the early trips 
made to Mexico City. Later in this 
program the point of recruitment and 
shipment was moved to Queretaro. 

Having reached Mexico City, our 
representatives go to the huge Na
tional Stadium on the day recruiting 
begins and find thousands of volun
teers assembled there. Admittance for 
these volunteers is by card furnished 
by the Mexican Department of Labor, 
which has previously investigated the 
men to be assured that no farm is 
deserted or any shop or store is left 
unattended. Our worthy travelers in
terview and accept or reject the ap
plicants. 

Examined Physically 
Upon acceptance of an applicant we 

watch him undergo vaccination, chest 
X-ray for tubercular signs and see 
him receive a thorough physical exam
ination by physicians of both the 
United States and Mexican Health 
Services. We see him photographed 
for passport, fingerprinted for iden
tification and given a Socal Securtiy 
card and War Ration Book. Finally, 
we listen as the provisions of his 
individual contract are fully explained 
and if we were to peer over his shoulder 
as he signs this contract for a six 
months period of employment, we 
notice it is printed both in Spanish 
and English. 

The routine of recruiting completed, 
we hear him told of the date and hour 
of departure of the special train that 
will move over the National Rail
ways of Mexico to the border. 

night classes at some nearby high 
school or industrial school in pursuit 
of the subject of their choice and 
interest. 

If we remained overnight, on the 
morrow we would see the men up 
early and off to the day's work after a 
hot breakfast. But that man ~ over-there 
did not go to work, although he 
appears healthy and in fine spirits. 
Inquiry discloses that he has completed 
his contract and is anxious to return 
to his native land. We marvel at the 
conglomeration of purchased articles 
he stows away in his bag. These home
ward bound men have burdened them
selves with every imaginable article 
from full size sewing machines and 
electric generators to jewelry and 
clothing. 

Now that this man is ready we see 
him handed his transportation, as well 
as a check in sufficient amount to pay 
for his subsistence enroute. He is also 
given a letter signed by Vice-Presi
dent L. W. Horning stating he has 
satisfactorily completed his contract 
with the New York Central. If he is 
completing a renewal contract, signed 
at the expiration of his first six months 
agreement, he is also given a button, 
upon which is shown crossed flags of 
the United States and Mexico. Between 
these flags the New York Central 
emblem is shown and printed on the 
button in Spanish are the words "Mexi
can Laborer" below which is inscribed 
"For Patriotic Renewal of Contract." 
Should there be sufficient number of 
men desiring to be repatriated to 
justify operation of a special train 
then such train is provided. 

Only through the splendid, whole
hearted cooperation of the various de
partments which participated in the 
arrangement of these movements could 
they have operated so flawlessly. 

Particular credit should be accorded 
the Dining Service since it has played 
one of the major roles as it com-
batted the triple threat of scarcity in 
food, men and equipment. Not once 
has it missed a cue. 

In the matter of obtaining equip
ment, arranging its delivery to the 
border in time to connect with labor 
trains and in arranging schedules of 
the trains, G. H. Farlow and J. J. 
O'Brien in the Manager Passenger 
Transportation office have proven to 
be twin Houdinis. And it is doubtful 
if any one individual has expended 
greater effort in handling these trains 
than "Johnny" Schenk, Supervisor of 
Passenger Equipment at St. Louis. 
Living up to the Postman's creed he 
has permitted nothing to stay him 
from his appointed rounds and at the 
most unearthly hours, in the most in
clement weather, regardless of the 
pressure of his manifold duties, he has 
truly been "Johnny on the spot." 
Many times he was "Johnny IN a spot." 
Last but not least, R. T. Martin and 
later, H. M. DeGowin, our passenger 
representatives stationed at San An
tonio, should get a bow. 

A vote of thanks is owed to the 
foreign roads over which these trains 
have moved, particularly the Missouri 
Pacific and the Texas & Pacific, which 
have sandwiched our trams between 
an already overburdened truffle. Those 
two roads have handled the vast ma
jority of our labor trains and W. C. 
(Willie) Lane and Willar Portteus , 
of the Missouri Pacific have been out- J 
standing in their untiring efforts. This 
also applies to Justo Cardinez, Mis-
souri Pacific agent at Laredo. 

and seat of the coach seats. Many 
of the men simplify this by merely 
wrapping themselves in their scrape 
and curling up on the floor, either in 
the aisle or between the seats, and we 
marvel how they can sleep so soundly. 
The cars have been fully darkened 
and we move with care down the aisle. 
We reach the dining car, where the 
dining car crew is preparing the first 
breakfast for the Mexicans. Four 
tables, sans linen, are set up along 
one side of the car, and we find one 
table filled with paper plates, the 
two center tables supporting steaming 
dishes of scrambled eggs, potatoes and 
beans, while the last table is piled 
high with bread, paper cups and 
boxes of wooden spoons. 

Serving the Mexicans cafeterial style 
has proven both speedy and efficient, 
and at mealtime they line up, one 
coach-load at a time, to have their 
food dispensed to them with amazing 
speed. Returning to their seats to eat, 
the men are served hot coffee from 
large pots handled by waiters. The 
end of the meal finds no dishwashing 
problem and breakage is also elim
inated. 

With breakfast over, the chore of 
assigning the men to the various camps 
along our system begins. A tag, pre-
pared in advance, bearing the name 
of the camp to which each man is 
assigned, is attached on the clothing 
of every man, and, as assignment 
progresses, we see the representatives 
of the Government (RRB) follow 
closely, taking a record of each man's 
name, contract number and his destina
tion, 

Lunch time finds assignment un
completed, and we pause while the 
men are f e d sandwiches, fruit and 
coffee. Meantime, we have reached a 
"service point," and, since the men 
consume copious quantities of water, 
we must replenish our supply. The 
usual facilities are augmented by 
placing one water barrel for each two 
cars on the coach platform. Advantage 
is also taken at these stops to replenish 
the diners with food from the re
frigerator car. 

Not One Desertion 
At such stops, the Mexicans gen

erally unload in large numbers to 
stretch their legs and exchange visual 
inspection with the natives. It is in
teresting to note that despite the large 
number of men who detrain at such 
points and the number of trains that 
have been operated during the Mexi
can program, not one Mexican has 
deserted nor has any man been lost 
or left behind at any of these stops. 

We make frequent inspections as 
we roll speedily through Texas, Arkan
sas and the Ozark Mountains of 
Missouri into St. Louis. On these in
spections we find the Mexicans pass
ing the time by reading Mexican pub
lications they have brought along, 
playing card games, studying maps of 
the United States and particularly the 
locality to which they have been 
assigned, or dozing. 

Their geographical interest became 
so great that maps of the New York 
Central System were printed, showing 
the location of Labor Camps and the 
larger cities on one side and in
structions and advice, in Spanish, on 
the reverse side. As we pass through 
the cars handing a copy to each man, 
you can see the popularity of the maps 
by the smiles of appreciation and the 
avidity with which they are studied. 
Some endeavor to acquaint themselves 
with English, and it is surprising the 
number of men who will suddenly 
and proudly greet you with "Allo, 
meester," and how quickly that de
velops into "Hello, mister." 

By now, we are well into our own 
territory and approaching the first loca
tion at which men will be unloaded. 
We again count the men assigned to 
this camp to see that all are present 
and then segregate them from the 
remaining men to avoid confusion and 
expedite unloading. The train is 
stopped as close as practicable and 
safe to the camp, and the Mexicans 
are placed in the custody of a camp 
representative to be piloted to their 
new home, and we are off to the 
next point of delivery. 

Let us detrain with one of these 
groups and follow them into camp. 
They are first allowed to bathe and 
are then assigned quarters and, if near 

We return on the day of departure 
and watch as each man is checked 
into the train by Inspectors of the 
United States Immigration Service. 
The lengthy trip north begins. Approx
imately 40 hours running time is re
quired between Mexico City (28 
hours from Queretaro) and Nuevo 
Laredo, Mexico, which is located just 
across the Rio Grande River from La
redo, Texas. 

At the Nuevo Laredo station we see 
a train of New York Central coaches, 
previously assembled at Laredo and 
moved across the border just a few 
hours before the arrival of the Labor 
Special. Here, also, we meet addi

tional New York Central representa
tives to reinforce Messrs. Buhler and 
Provancha and lend assistance in the 
work to be done enroute north. We 
watch the transfer of men from Mexi
can equipment to our own coaches on 
the adjacent track and note that effort 
is made to average 50 men per coach 
to avoid over-crowding. 

Inspected at Border 
Then we watch the long train move 

slowly to the International Bridge 
spanning the Rio Grande. Here the 
train is held while the Inspectors of 
the United States Departments of 
Immigration, Health, Customs and 
Agriculture make thorough inspec
tions. Released by these inspectors we 
move into the Missouri Pacific pass
enger station at Laredo, Texas. There 
we watch as our New York Central 
diners are switched into convenient 
locations in the train; a sleeping car 
for dining crews and a Pullman car 
for accommodation of our own offi
cials and representatives of the Gov
ernment are attached. Also attached 
to the head end is a refrigerator car 
fully stocked from our New York 
Central Dining Service Commissary. 
Now we are ready to roll again. 

Departure from Laredo is generally 
in the small hours of the morning, 
and as we inspect the train, we find 
most of the men long since bedded 
down for the night in an ingenious 
arrangement involving the back-rest 

But with Military Policemen and 
Shore Patrolmen aboard trains and in 
stations the problem of properly pro
tecting and observing service people 
was vastly simplified. These men, being 
armed with an unique authority par
ticularly effective with Service people, 
any untoward incidents were taken care 
of quietly and effectively. 

Police duties are only a part of the 
functions of the service authorities, 
however; in fact such work is the 
minor part of their jobs. Their major 
activity is, and has been throughout 
the war years, to serve as protectors to 
comfort and aid traveling members of 
the Armed Forces. Daily they perform 
many helpful acts in cases involving 
loss of pocketbooks containing railroad 
tickets, identification papers, etc., and 
are ever on the alert to protect travel
ing members of the Armed Forces 

mealtime, fed. Due to the length of 
time these men are on the road, we 
give them one day in which to 
straighten out the "kinks" of their 
journey. On this idle day, we watch 
as the men are offered an advance of 
$20 so they may purchase such needs 
as heavy clothing, work clothes, shoes, 
gloves, etc. We notice an occasional 
refusal as a man may prefer not to 
have a deduction made in repayment 
of this advance, this deduction being 
made in amount of $5 each pay 
period until the sum is repaid. 

As we wander through camp, we 
meet the intepreter, generally an Eng
lish-speaking Mexican, who is essential 
in bridging the language gap. There 
is an interpreter at every Mexican 
Labor camp, and we see the assistance 
he lends to the newcomers in their 
effort to become familiar with their 
new way of life and strange sur
roundings. We realize, too, how in
valuable he is to the foreman in trans
lating orders during the day's work. 
We enter the commissary and inspect 
the supply of clothing, gloves, cigar
ettes, candy and other small articles 
that the men may purchase, but we 
also learn that they are free to make 

First Sergt. Edmund D. Halkoski, left, 
and Cyril O'Connell, Specialist 2/C, 
Right, Military Policeman and Shore 
Patrolman, respectivey, pictured in La-
Salle Street Station, Chicago, giving 
directions to Pfc. Hollis Greene, 
enroute to his home at Akron, Ohio. 
Hollis, recently discharged after six 
months in the Army, plans to re-enlist 

after a visit at home. 

from fraud and confidence games. In 
the stations they handle almost as many 
inquiries daily as the average railroad 
information clerk, serving civilians as 
readily as they do service personnel. 

Many of these Military Policemen 
and Shore Patrolmen are veterans of 
gallant service in battle areas, as at
tested by service strips, battle stars and 
other decorations frequently seen on 
their chests. 

Railroad officials, train crews, as well 
as railroad policemen have been par
ticularly impressed by the effective and 
helpful cooperation received from 
these men. 

purchases at any place of their choice 
in the nearby towns or cities. 

In the kitchen, we see the effort 
being made to provide their Mexican 
cooking and native dishes, since not 
all take readily to American cuisine. 
As we proceed on our tour of inspec
tion, we find dormitory, dining room, 
shower room and recreation room pro
vided and realize that the New York 
Central has gone to great lengths and 
considerable expense in the erection 
of many of our camps. Some of these 
camps are composed of cars, fitted, so 
far as possible, with the same con
veniences as the permanent sites. 

After the evening meal we return to 
the recreation room and find many of 
the men reading copies of the Mexican 
publication "Todo" which is the Mexi
can counterpart of our "Life" maga
zine and to which the New York 
Central subscribes in large numbers 
for the enjoyment of our Mexican 
workers. We might also find a class 
in English in session, for many of such 
classes have been conducted at our 
camps as well as classes in other 
subjects. It may be discovered that a 
number of the men are away from 
camp this night having left to attend 
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Bob Elson Interviews Century Celebrities in 
Chicago 

Martin New Chicago 
Ci ty Ticket A g e n t 

R. F. Martin, formerly Passenger 
Representative, New York Central 
System, Chicago, has been promoted 
to City Ticket agent in charge of 
ticket offices at 163 West Jackson 
Boulevard. Martin, who has been with 
the Central more than 25 years, suc
ceeds E. R. Sutton, recently promoted 
to Division Passenger Agent. 

Chief Dispatcher Smilie, Chicago, Gets Bonds As 
He Ends Nearly 50 Years9 Service 

Tulsa Major Is 
W o u n d e d in Germany 

Major Joseph G. Thompson, for
merly Traveling Freight Agent for the 
New York Central at Tulsa, Okla., is 
in a hospital in Erlangen, Germany, 
as a result of wounds, and we are 
informed he would be glad to hear 
from his old friends with the Central. 
His address is: Maj. Jos. G. Thomp
son, 0-922926, Air Service Command 
Headquarters IX; A.P.O. 149, Trans-
Div., c/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y. 
W . J. Jones Takes 
New Chicago Post 

W. C. Douglas, Assistant General 
Freight Traffic Manager, Chicago, has 
announced the appointment, effective 
November 1, of W. L. Jones as In- | 
dustrial Reperesentative with head-
quarters in the LaSalle Street Station. 

Mr. Jones, formerly Perishable 
Agent, has been with the Central more 
than 25 years. 

Ch icago Changes 
J. L. McKee, Vice President, Chic

ago, announced, November 15, that 
the duties of N. D. Hyde, Assistant 
to Vice President, had been extended 
to include operating as well as en
gineering matters. 

Effective the same date, he appointed 
E. J. Molyneaux Transportation As
sistant, with headquarters at Chicago. 

Ch icago Man Back 
Corp. Walter B. Conway, an em

ploye of the Superintendent, Freight 
Transportation, LaSalle Street Station, 
Chicago, recently returned to the 
Central after three years and seven 
months in the Army, the greater part 
of which was in Alaska. 

Talks on Radio 

Elson, noted radio sports announcer, interviews selected Century passengers on 
arrival of the train in La Salle Street Station, daily, from Monday to Friday, 
inclusive. These interviews, recorded, later are broadcast over two Chicago 
radio stations, WMAQ and WBBM. The broadcasts over WMAQ are at 
10:45 p.m., Monday, Wednesday and Friday and over WBBM Sunday at 12:45 
p.m., Thursday at 5:15 p.m. and Saturday at the end of the afternoon's foot
ball game. Shown above with Mr. Elson is Kenneth Downing, Commander, 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve of the British Embassy, Washington, D. C. 

New P. & L E. Flyer 
Robert A. Blosser, Beaver Falls, 

Pa., has completed the Army Air 
Forces basic flying training course for 
single engine pilots. He will continue 
pilot instruction at an advanced school. 
He is a furloughed Telephone Line
man on the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
R. R., where his father, C. C. Blosser, 
is General Foreman, Telegraph De
partment. 

H. A. Swanson, Engineman of the Twen-
tieth Century Limited, was a guest of 
honor, representing the New York Cen
tral System, at the Alka-Seltzer Na
tional Barn Dance in Chicago Novem
ber 10, which saluted the Nation's 
railroad employes in a National 
broadcast. The radio program origi
nated from the Eighth Street Theater 
over station W.L.S. and was desig
nated as a "Railroad Men's Party." 
Mr. Swanson, who was accompanied by 
Mrs. Swanson, was one of several en
ginemen of nationally known trains 
which serve Chicago, who were present. 

E. L. Whitney Ends 60 Years9 Rail Service — Honored at 
Luncheon in Chicago 

J .p. SMILIE, veteran of almost 50 
years of continuous service and 

Chief Train Dispatcher at Chicago, 
retired November 1. W. R. Lougeer 
Second Trick Chief Dispatcher was ap
pointed to succeed him. 

Mr. Smilie, who reached the age of 
70 October 28, started with the New 
York Central March 1, 1896, as a mes
senger at Elyria, O., giving him a 
record of 49 years and 8 months of 
service. 

During the ensuing half-century he 
held such positions in the operating 
department as Operator, Toledo Divi
sion; Dispatcher, Western Division; 
Night Chief Dispatcher, Chief Dis
patcher and Trainmaster of the old 
Cleveland Division; Trainmaster, Chi
cago, and Chief Train Dispatcher, Chi
cago, which appointment he received 
in June 1939. 

Mr. Smilie was the recipient of nu
merous substantial presents including 
$225 in Victory Bonds, a year's mem
bership in the Chicago Motor Club, an 
order for a Royal portable typewriter, 
when available, a rain coat, cartons of 
cigarettes and, a cigarette lighter. In 
addition he received an 11" x 17" 
framed picture of the Pacemaker which 
had inscribed thereon Mr. Smilie's 
starting and retirement dates, and the 
names of the many New York Central 
employes who contributed toward the 
presents. 

Gibson Boy Likes 
Ge rman Scenery 

The following letter was received 
recently from a former Stores Depart
ment employe, Ed Hudzik, by Store
keeper H. E. Deignan, Gibson, Ind.: 

"Feeling fine and everything is O.K. 
Trust it's the same with you and the 
rest. Seen a lot of this old world 
since writing you last. At present in 
Germany — nice country. Could say 
beautiful, if here to enjoy the scenery. 
Lot better and advanced more than 
the rest I've been thru. Received a 
copy of the Central Headlight. Really 
swell. Enjoyed it very much. Wonder 
if it's possible for you to keep send-

ing it. Would appreciate that very 
much." 

Interesting word was received re
cently from Corp. Paul Stern, a former 
clerk, serving with the A.A.F., con
cerning one of his missions. With 
their Liberator blown to bits, the crew 
was forced to bail out over enemy 
territory in Hungary. After being re
ported missing in action for several 
weeks, he returned safely to his base 
in Italy. 

J . H. Richards 
Now a Sergean t 

WITH AN ENGINEER AVIA
TION BATTALION SOMEWHERE 
IN ITALY —Joseph H. Richards of 
Parma, Michigan, was recently pro
moted to Sergeant in the Army, as
suming charge of his company's arma
ments. Prior to entering the service, 
Sergt. Richards was employed by the 
New York Central in the Maintenance 
Department. 

Inducted in March, 1942, he left 
for Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
where he received his basic training. 
From here he was sent to Desert 
Training Center, Camp Young, Cali
fornia, where he participated in the 
desert maneuvers. Shortly thereafter, 
he was shipped overseas. Having com
pleted two years abroad, his unit is 
among the few of its kind to have 
seen service in two active theaters of 
operations winning wide acclaim 
among engineering units. 

Lieut. Jack Spooner, 
Columbus, Ohio, 
Back From Europe 

First Lieut. Jack A. Spooner, son of 
J. H. Spooner, Ohio Central Division 
Superintendent, recently returned from 
the European Theatre after three years' 
service with the Counter Intelligence 
Corps. He went to England in De
cember, 1943 and landed in France 
June, 1944, received a battlefield com
mission as Second Lieutenant and a 
battlefield promotion to First Lieu
tenant. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star and has five Bronze Combat Stars. 
He joined the Ohio National Guard, 
37th Division, in 1930. 

Part of the approximately 60 officers and members of the Freight Traffic Department, Chicago, who attended 
luncheon honoring E. L. Whitney, retiring Assistant Freight Traffic Manager. Seated, left to right: R. L. Milbourne, 
General Westbound Agent; J. L. Carleton, Special Representative, Freight Department; T. J. Schram, Assistant Chief 
Clerk, Freight Department; L. E. Schroeder, City Freight Agent and F. J. Cassidy, City Freight Agent. Standing: 
L. C. Howe, Division Freight Agent; A. W. Morgan, General Freight Agent I. H. B.; Leroy Blue, General Freight 
Agent; L. P. Day, Assistant General Solicitor; W. J. Daeshner, Auditor Freight Accounts, Detroit; W. C. Douglas, 

Assistant General Freight Traffic Manager; E. L. Whitney, retired Assistant Freight Traffic Manager, and 
D. S. Mackie, Freight Traffic Manager. 

Last GI C a b o o s e 
Caboose 900820, the last of 49,292 

GI freight cars constructed in Europe 
by Transportation Corps railway bat
talions, was completed at Marseille on 

gust 29 by the 756th Railway Shop 
attalion, which has completed almost 
9,000 freight cars in England and 
France. 

MORE than sixty years of railroad 
service came to a close November 

1, for Elbert L. Whitney, Assistant 
Freight Traffic Manager, Chicago, 
whose retirement on that date was an
nounced by W. C. Douglas, Assistant 
General Freight Traffic Manager. 
Thirty-seven of his three score years 
have been spent with the Central. 

Starting his railroad career at the 
tender age of 10, Mr. Whitney worked 
up from a job as office boy and to be
come recognized as one of the Nation's 
most outstanding freight rate execu
tives. He was scheduled to retire earlier 
having then reached the Central's usual 
retirement age of 70, but because of 
the war and the need of his particular 

abilities he consented to remain at his 
post. 

Mr. Whitney was the guest of honor 
at a luncheon October 26 in the Illi
nois Athletic Club, attended by ap
proximately 60 officials and members 
of the Freight Traffic Department, at 
which time he was presented with a 
gold wristwatch. 

Mr. Whitney obtained his first job 
in July, 1885, about three months be
fore his eleventh birthday in the office 
of the Division Freight Agent of the 
Baltimore & Ohio at Columbus, O., 
the city in which he was born October 
18, 1874. In January, 1901, he went 
to the Toledo, St. Louis & Western, 

for which road he worked in Toledo 
and Detroit. 

His first connection with the New 
York Central System was in April, 
1908, when he was employed as rate 
clerk in the Tariff Bureau of the Pitts
burgh & Lake Erie Railroad at Pitts
burgh. The same year he was promoted 
to Chief clerk. 

In January, 1910, he transferred to 
Chicago, where he remained until his 
retirement, with the exception of about 
three years, 1928 to 1931, spent in 
Cleveland as General Coal and Ore 
Agent. In Chicago he moved up to re
ceive the appointment as Assistant 
Freight Traffic Manager in November, 
1937. 

Wilbur Beck, Clerk at West Co
lumbus Stores Department, has re
turned to his former position after 
three and a half years service with the 
Army in Medical and Ordnance 
Branches. 

T/Sergt. Kurt Harris, furloughed 
laborer on Sub-Division 21 at Kenton, 
Ohio, has been discharged from the 
Army and returned to his home. Sergt. 
Harris served as a radio gunner and 
completed 35 missions over France and 
Germany. He was awarded Air Medal 
with five Oak Leaf Clusters, two 
battle stars and a Presidential Citation. 

Lewis Sulser has returned to work 
on Section 19 at Fostoria, Ohio after 
serving in the Armed Forces since 
April 4, 1942. He was a truck driver 
in Sicily, Naples, Foggia, Rome, Arno, 
the Northern Apennines and the Po 
Valley. He operated a truck hauling 
troops, supplies and equipment, mak
ing many long hauls at night. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal and 
the European African Middle Eastern 
Service Medal with five stars. 

J. P. Smilie, Chief Train Dispatcher, Chicago, who retired November 1, after 
nearly 50 years of continuous service, is standing at right; facing camera is 
E. W. McLean, First Trick Train Dispatcher, Michigan Central, West Division, 
and with his back to camera is J. C. Frazier, First Trick Train Dispatcher, New 

York Central Western Division. 


