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A M e s s a g e f r o m 

P r e s i d e n t M e t z m a n 

November 1, 1945 
To the Men and Women of the New York Central System 

I T IS with a feeling of deep gratitude that we all welcome the return 
home of millions of our fellow Americans in the Armed Services. We 

are reminded, however, by the United States Treasury Department that 
the huge expenditures for war did not cease with the capitulation of 
our enemies — that the cost of the war in dollars will continue for some 
time to come. 

A substantial Army and Navy must be maintained until order is 
restored throughout the world. Occupation forces must be kept over
seas; men and women in uniform must be brought home; the wounded 
must be rehabilitated; provision must be made for mustering-out pay, 
veterans' benefits, and for many other war bills that still must be paid. 

New York Central men and women have made a splendid con
tribution to victory in maintaining essential rail transportation. They 
have shown a fine patriotic spirit in many other ways, including the 
purchase of War Bonds. With the slogan "Let's Finish the Job," the 
Government now asks each one of us to purchase all the Bonds we 
can in support of the current Victory Loan Drive. 

For its part, the Company, which is making a substantial purchase 
of Government Bonds in this Drive, is very glad to comply with the 
request of the Association of General Chairmen of the Standard Rail
road Labor Organizations that we again cooperate with them in an 
intensive canvass of all New York Central men and women, seeking their 
fullest possible participation in response to the Government's appeal. 

Our fighting men have finished their job; let's finish ours! 
Sincerely yours, 

P a y r o l l P l a n A v a i l a b l e f o r 

V i c t o r y W a r L o a n P u r c h a s e s 

T h e r e ' s S t i l l a J o b t o D o ! 

A l l P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S h o u l d B e S e l f S u p p o r t i n g , 

M r . M e t z m a n T e l l s S h i p p e r s 

G. Met2man, President, New York Central System, speaking 
before the Traffic Club of New York and the Atlantic States Shippers 
Advisory Board, in the Biltmore Hotel, New York, urged that the 
solution of America's Number One Transportation Problem be 
sought cooperatively, based upon full understanding of all the facts. 
He said: 

O n t h e M i s s o u r i S u r r e n d e r D a y 

"Because I think shippers' organ
izations represent an outstanding ex
ample of successful cooperation in 
solving wartime transportation prob
lems, I am calling upon you today 
for help in solving what I feel is 
America's No. 1 peacetime transpor
tation problem. 

"Transportation teamwork reached a 
new high during World War II. 
There was close cooperation between 
the Armed Services, the civilian agencies 
of government, the carriers and the 
shippers of this country. As a result, 
transportation has been furnished when 
and where needed. 

(Concluded on page nine) 

W a n t s Ice C r e a m 
Seaman 1/c Don Russell, furloughed 

Assistant Maintainer at Stanley In
terlocking, is now in the Hawaiian 
Islands in submarine school and re
ports that he is getting plenty of sun
burn, but no ice cream, much to his 
sorrow. He hopes to be back soon. 

Seaman 1/c Kenneth K. Kopp, 23, 
a furloughed locomotive fireman of 
Youngstown, Ohio, was one of those 
who witnessed the signing of the his
toric Japanese surrender, on the U.S.S. 
Missouri. 

Kopp, who enlisted in September, 
1942, has been serving on the Mis
souri as a gunner since it was com
missioned June 11, 1944. 

In a letter received recently he 
wrote that on August 15, the day 

of the official surrender, the Missouri's 
planes patrolling the air were recalled 
at once when the news arrived. Later, 
it and other ships broke out battle 
flags and ensigns and blew whistles. 

Kopp's first assignment was on the 
battleship Nevada. He participated in 
Naval action against Germany and 
Italy with the Atlantic fleet and later, 
on the Missouri, saw action off Japan. 

He is the son of Engineman J. L. 
Kopp. 
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Husband and Wife 
To Retire Same Day 

A family retirement, consum
mating 88 years of service with the 
New York Central, will take place 
November 14 when Mr. and Mrs. 
George W. Backus leave their posi
tions as Station Agent and Teleg
rapher, respectively, on the St. 
Lawrence Division. 

Mr. Backus, 69, was the first to 
enter service as Agent at Jayville, 
N. Y., in 1899. While there he was 
one of the school trustees and em
ployed Miss Pina Mae Seelye as 
readier. She became interested in 
telegraphy and Mr. Backus taught 
her to become an expert operator, 
with the result that she became 
Mrs. Backus in 1901 and an em
ploye of the Central in 1902. 

Mr. Backus is Agent at Canton 
and Mrs. Backus, now 66, is Teleg
rapher at nearby Eben. They live 
at One West, Canton, N. Y. 

THE Victory Loan Drive of the 
United States Treasury De

partment, which opened October 
29, will continue until December 8. 

The plan for the purchase of 
Bonds through regular payroll 
deductions, in amounts suited to 
the purchaser's convenience, which 
has been available to all New York 
Central personnel for the purchase 
of Series E Savings Bonds since 
July, 1941, will be continued. 

This plan has the full endorsement 
of both the general chairmen of the 
employe organizations and of the man
agement. Through this plan, during the 
war, many employes already have 
attained a sizeable nest egg for future 
emergency use. 

However, in other industries the pur
chase of Bonds under the Payroll 
Deduction Plan is of considerably 
higher volume than in the railroad in
dustry, both as to percentage of pur
chases and percentage of their compen
sation applied to such purchases. In the 
7th War Loan Drive, on the basis of 
per capita sales, employes of the New 
York Central System, as a group, stood 
26 in a list of 28 railroads having more 
than 15,000 employes. One of the fac
tors producing this result was that the 
Treasury Department recognized only 
purchases under the Payroll Deduction 
plan. 

While the Treasury still prefers the 
use of the Payroll Deduction Plan, dur
ing the present Victory War Loan cam
paign, purchasers of Series E bonds for 
cash at banks, post offices and else
where, will be recognized as estab
lishing employe participation in the 
Central campaign, when the purchases 
are properly authenticated. 

Employes making such cash pur
chases outside the Payroll Deduction 
Plan simply have to file a new form 
AD-151, giving the actual serial num
ber of Bond or Bonds purchased to 
have the purchase credited to New 
York Central employes as a group. This 
credit will not diminish the credit given 
locally in communities for such pur
chases. 

A joint committee of employe repre
sentatives and of management is under
taking a personal solcitation of every 
employe in the service to remind him 
of his responsibility in supporting the 
campaign. 

In addition to the popular Series E, 
$25 par value Bonds, and the various 
Bonds of larger denomination sold in 
previous campaigns, there is offered for 
the Victory War Loan a new $200 
Bond called the Roosevelt Bond. This 
may be purchased on the same basis as 
other Bonds, through payroll deduction. 

Solicitation for the purchase of Vic
tory Bonds is being based not only on 
the fact that huge, continuing military 
expenses make such purchases, so far 
as one's means permit, a patriotic duty 
but also on the fact that nowhere is 
there offered, on such convenient terms, 
a better investment as a means of 
setting up and maintaining a personal 
savings fund. The E Bonds, over their 
10-year life, will continue to pay four 
dollars for every three invested. Behind 
every Bond sold is an investment safety 
factor that can be found nowhere else. 

The pending reduction in income 
taxes, it is believed, will afford many 
employes an opportunity to put at least 
part of such funds that are thus avail
able into purchase of Victory Bonds. 

The second Niagara type locomotive, 
similar in fundamental design to the 
original experimental Niagara, which 
was delivered to the Central last 
March, was received last month and 
will be quickly followed by two dozen 

others of the same series. On Octo
ber 16, this 6000 horsepower locomo
tive, which weighs 448 tons loaded and 
is 115 feet long, was pulled by four 
New York models at Harmon, N. Y. 
This demonstration was made to illus-

trate the effect of the use of Timken 
roller bearings on this locomotive and 
will be used in a film to be shown in 
11,000 theaters under the sponsorship 
of the roller bearing industry. Pathe 
Newsreel also filmed the scene. 

Land and Tax C h a n g e 
Herbert W. Johnson, Land & Tax 

Agent, Utica, recently was transferred 
to the Buffalo office. He has been suc
ceeded in Utica by George D. Clothier. 
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B e i n g M a i l e d t o W a r V e t e r a n s 

All agreed that the folder was the 
ideal repository for preserving together 
the records of their military service. 

The four men were J. T. Carey, 
Conductor on the Harlem Division, 
who was a Staff Sergeant with the 
27th Division, Engineers, in the South 
Pacific; W. H. Owens, Bill Clerk, 
Purchasing Department, who was a 
Corporal in the 2nd Air Force sta
tioned in the United States; George J. 
Fischer, Clerk, Accountant's Office, 
G.C.T., who was a Sergeant in the 
Army Air Forces, Technical Training 
Command, Radio, stationed in the 
United States; and George B. Forster, 
Clerk, General Freight Agent, New 
York City, who was a Private, First 
Class, Radio Operator, in the Army in 
the United States. 

L W. Horning, Vice President, Personnel, presents the Central's first 1945 
Christmas gift of a leather service record case to S/Sergt. D. H. Daniels, 
together with the pen and pencil set of last year, which he had never re
ceived, it having been returned marked "Killed in Action." Sergt. Daniels, a 
furloughed Ticket Seller in New York City, served with the Air Transport 
Command in North Africa and will return to his former position upon 

discharge from the Army. 

L e g i o n o f M e r i t i s 

A w a r d e d C o l . G u i l f o y l e 
Col. James E. Guilfoyle, of the 

701st Railway Grand Division, Trans
portation Corps, Military Railway Ser
vice, recently was awarded the Legion of 
Merit. This medal, which was estab
lished in 1942, was given for "Excep
tionally meritorious conduct in the per
formance of outstanding services in 
Italy from November 1, 1944 to May 
8, 1945." 

Before he went in the Army, Col
onel Guilfoyle was a trainmaster in 
the Buffalo district. 

Major Anthony J. Serieno, of the 
same Railway Grand Division, has 
been awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
for achievement in connection with 
military operations in Italy from Jan
uary 1 to May 12, 1945. Major 
Serieno entered the Army from Syra
cuse. 

Forrest Swartz 
Promoted on Luzon 

Forrest Swartz, a furloughed em
ploye of the New York Central Ac
counting Department, New York City, 
has been promoted to the rank of 
technician fourth grade. At last re
ports he was serving with an Anti
aircraft Artillery Group on Luzon. 

T/4 Swartz may wear the Asiatic-
Pacific Theatre ribbon, the Philippine 
Liberation ribbon, the Good Conduct 
medal, and three bronze service stars. 

Above Giacoma Mazzoli is shown receiving the Company award for heroism 
from Superintendent K. A. Borntrager in the Division Offices at Albany. 
Section Laborer Mazzoli rescued a woman who ran in front of a freight 
train at Canastota, N. Y., April 3, 1945. She refused to move until Mazzoli, 

running directly in front of the train, pulled her to an adjacent track. 

O ' M a l i a P r o m o t e d ; 

C o a l M e n S h i f t e d 
C. J. Brister, Vice President, Freight 

Traffic, New York Central System, an-

E. E. Pierce Gives F. A. Allen 50-Year Gold Pass 

Above Superintendent Borntrager presenting Valor Medal to John Henry 
Crane, Signal Department Foreman, who saved a woman from in front of 

an oncoming train near the Washington Street Crossing, Utica, 
January 17, 1945. 

nounced the appointment, effective No
vember 1, of J. R. O'Malia as General 
Coal Traffic Manager, with headquar
ters at New York. 

P. P. Belitz was appointed Coal Traffic 
Manager, with headquarters at Cleve
land. 

R. K. Horton and H. L. Willard were 
appointed General Coal Freight Agents 
at New York and Chicago, respectively. 

M. J. Murphy and G. R. Peterson 
were appointed Coal Freight Agents at 
New York and Detroit, respectively. 

Mr. Belitz heretofore was Assistant 
Coal Traffic Manager at Chicago. Mr. 
Willard was Coal Freight Agent at De
troit. 

A/TAILING of this year's Christmas 
^ A gift — a handsome, leather service 
record case — from the New York 
Central System to its more than 30,000 
employes who entered the Armed 
Forces on furlough from railroad ser
vice was begun by the Personnel De
partment, New York City, on Octo
ber 15. 

The gifts are being sent to the last 
known home addresses of all men and 
women who entered military service, 
whether they since have returned to 
employment or are still not discharged 
from armed duty. 

In letters enclosed with each gift 
G. Metzman, President, welcomed back 
to the New York Central family those 
who have returned to employment and 
expressed a "safe return, which we all 
hope will be soon" to those still in 
the Armed Services. To all he extended 
"cordial Christmas Greetings and Best 
Wishes for the New Year." 

The 1945 Christmas gift is a spe
cially designed leather folding case, 
with several compartments, in which 
:to keep discharge papers, service rec
ords, photographs, medals and small 
mementoes. On the outside a reproduc
tion of the honorable discharge button 
is stamped in gold and under it are 
the words "Discharge — Service Rec
ord." Inside the folder is the inscrip
tion, "In Appreciation of your Service 
to our Country," followed by the 
New York Central oval. 

L. W. Horning, Vice President, Per
sonnel, presented the first gift case to 
S/Sergt. Douglas H. Daniels, together 
with last year's gift of a pen and 
pencil set. Sergt. Daniels was serving 
with the Air Transport Command in 
North Africa last year and the pen 
and pencil set, which was mailed to 
him, was returned to the company 
marked "Killed in Action." Therefore, 
he caused considerable surprise and re
joicing when he walked into his for
mer railroad office and then called at 
the Personnel Department to set things 
straight soon after his transport 
docked. 

He was employed before entering 
military service in 1942 as Ticket 
Seller at the Consolidated Ticket Office 
on West 47th Street, New York City, 
and will return there to work after 
discharge. 

W . T. S t e v e n s o n 

S u c c e e d s V a n d e r b e c k 
George L. Vanderbeck, District 

Freight Claim Agent at New York 
since 1927, retired September 30. He 
intends to move to Miami, where his 
daughter and son-in-law now reside. 

Mr. Vanderbeck entered service at 
the Thirty-Third Street Freight Station 
more than forty-seven years ago and in 
1903 was transferred to the Freight 
Claim Department, then at 7 East 
42nd Street. 

His successor as District Freight 
Claim Agent is William T. Stevenson, 
who recently received a gold pass after 
fifty years in the Freight Claim De
partment. 

Herbert C. Webb, former Special 
Agent at Buffalo, has been appointed 
Assistant District Freight Claim Agent 
at New York. 

W o u n d e d W e s t S h o r e 

F i r e m a n H o l d s S t a r 
Pfc. James Roes, a member of the 

357th Infantry Division and part of 
a machine gun crew which served in 
France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Ger
many, England and Scotland for a year 
and a half is back in the United States. 
He has a citation for a Bronze star, 
and is convalescing from wounds re
ceived March 5. He also received the 
Purple Heart. 

Pfc. Roes was a fireman on the West 
Shore at the time he entered the ser
vice, and will return to that position 
after his wounds are better. Roes is at 
Camp Edwards, Mass. 

As busy clerks in the Personnel Department wrap and mail the Christmas 
gifts at the rate of 600 per day, E. F. Ostrander, Chief Examiner, Office of 
Vice President, Personnel, scans the lists of recipients in military service. 
Clerks, left to right, are Mrs. Vivian Murray, in charge of mail room, Miss 

Thelma Feltman, Miss Patricia M. Hannan and Miss Dorothy Hughes. 

Mr. Horning also presented Christ
mas gift cases to four employes, who 
have already received their honorable 
discharges and are now back at work. 

F. A. Allen, Assistant Chief, Passenger Tariff Bureau, New York City, center left, receives his Gold Pass, signed by 
President Metzman, for fifty years of service on the New York Central from E. E. Pierce, General Passenger Agent, when 
fellow employes honored him at a luncheon, October 6, in Janssen's Hofbrau. Mr. Allen is the only employe in the Pas
senger Traffic Department to possess a Gold Pass. Seated at table are Assistant General Passenger Agents J. R. Grant, 

H. G. Gillis, J. W. Higgins, and Chief of Passenger Tariff Bureau R. C. Cole. 

C. S. Hill Succeeds Perry Rumsey in Car Transportation Post 

Two Mohawk Division Men Receive Valor Medals 

Perry Rumsey, left-center, is shown 
receiving a purse from H. B. Tucker, 
Assistant Superintendent, New York 
Terminal District, at a. farewell recep
tion September 30 at 33rd Street 
Freight Office, New York City, when 
he retired as Superintendent, Stations 
& Transfers, after 43 years of service. 

Left to right are George Koopman, 
Car Load Delivery Cleric; P. V. Ferris, 
Agent at Pier 34; William Schmidt, 
Agent at 130 Street; H. A. Kisch, 
Agent at St. Johns Park Freight Ter
minal; C. B. Fleming, Trainmaster; 
A. A. Darby, Agent at Barclay Street; 
Mr. Rumsey; J. A. Loftus, General 

Agent at 60th Street; J. W. Stalter, 
Yardmaster; Mr. Tucker; F. M. Lamb, 
Assistant Agent at 33rd Street; J. H. 
Schoueffer, Assistant Agent at 33rd 
Street; C. S. Hill, who succeeded Mr. 
Rumsey as Superintendent, Stations & 
Motor Service; L. J. Corregan, General 
Foreman; Wynn, Inspector. 
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Veterans Dedicate Tablet in G. C. T. to 31,000 
N.Y.C. Men and Women in Armed Forces 

of World War II 

Lieut. Col. DeLisle, Buffalo, Receives Order of the 
Cross of Italy From Crown Prince Umberto 

A BRONZE tablet, honoring the 
31,000 employes of the New 

York Central System who served in 
the Armed Forces in World War II, 
was dedicated October 4, in a cere
mony witnessed by a throng of rail
road employes and patrons in Grand 
Central Terminal. 

The tablet, located on the wall 
adjacent to the gate of Track 30, 
Upper Level, was erected by the Vet
erans Association of the New York 
Central System, Metropolitan Chapter. 
H. A. Offerman, President of the 
Chapter, was master of ceremonies. 

L. W. Horning, Vice President, 
Personnel, unveiled the tablet. In a 
brief talk, recalling that 482 employes 
made the supreme sacrifice for their 

S e r g t . M y e r , N e w Y o r k , 

i s P r o m o t e d in L u z o n ; 

B o t h L e g s W o u n d e d 
Technician Fourth Grade George H. 

Myer, of Riverdale, N. Y., now with 
the Sixth Army on Luzon, has been 
promoted to the rank of Technician 
Third Grade. 

Sergeant Meyer, a communications 
man with the Signal Section at Gen
eral Walter Krueger's Headquarters, is 
a recipient of the Purple Heart for 
wounds received in action during the 
Leyte campaign. Participating in the 
initial landings in the Philippines, his 
third campaign he received shrapnel 
wounds on both legs when Jap bomb
ers launched a surprise attack on the 
vital Tacloban Airstrip. 

A veteran of the New Guinea and 
Bismarck Archipelago campaigns be
fore the assault on Leyte, Sergeant 
Meyer subsequently saw action on 
Luzon. He was a clerk for the New 
York Central before entering the Army 
in February, 1942. Sergt. Meyer spent 
two years in the infantry, eighteen 
months of which were on duty in 
Canada, prior to joining the Signal 
Corps. 

S y r a c u s e M a n in 

P h i l i p p i n e H o s p i t a l 
T/5 William G. Miner, furloughed 

crew dispatcher, Syracuse, is one of 
the last Army battle casualties remain
ing under care in the Philippines. 
Rifleman with the 149th Infantry, 38th 
Division, Corporal Miner was wounded 
at Ipo Dam on August 1, in a cave 
explosion that dislocated and broke 

1 6 B . & A . M e n , 

V e t e r a n s , D i n e d 

b y A s s o c i a t e s 

A banquet was held in the Hotel 
Kendall at Framingham, Mass., on Oc
tober 4 in honor of sixteen retired 
Boston & Albany men. 

A pass case with the name and years 
of service stamped in gold letters was 
presented to each guest. 

A great deal of speech making was 
in order and several orators were dis
covered among those paying tributes to 
the guests. 

Those honored were: 
E. C. Thorpe, Trainmaster, 1901-

1944. 
C. Taddeo, Section Foreman, 1908-

1945. 
J. F. Houghton, Timekeeper, 1920-

1944. 
A. Bismark, Landscape Gardener, 

1896-1938. 
C. W. Sullivan, Master Plumber, 

1906-1934. 
P. Cummings, Foreman Carpenter, 

1901-1938. 
W. E. Babin, Assistant Foreman 

Carpenter, 1910-1943. 
C. E. Bradley, Carpenter, 1926-

1937. 
J. E. Bradley, Carpenter, 1919-1942. 
B. J. Quigley, Carpenter, 1907-1937. 
F. A. Hill, Carpenter, 1923-1938. 
J. Brooks, Painter, 1910-1940. 
J. C. Cadoret, Painter, 1915-1943. 
A. J. Paquette, Ironworker, 1918-

1943. 
H. Z. Remillard, Ironworker, 1909-

1941. 
M. Joseph, Mason Helper, 1916-

1938. 
Among the guests at the head table 

were: G. P. McKenna, Supervisor of 
Track, Worcester; L. A. Jones, Super
visor of Track, Allston; J. H. Fitz
gerald, Signal Supervisor, Boston; C. 
R. Richards, Supervisor of B&B, All
ston; H. E. Sanborn, Retired, Super
visor of Track, and J. H. Wahlman, 
Assistant Supervisor of Track, Allston, 
who was also the Toastmaster. 

A similar dinner is planned for 
next year. 

W a t e r t o w n V e t e r a n 

L. E. T u f t , H o n o r e d 

a t T w o R y . D i n n e r s 

Lafayette E. Tuft, a New York Cen
tral employe for 51 years, was guest 
of honor at a dinner in the Brown-
ville Hotel, Watertown, N. Y., at
tended by more than 80. 

Mr. Tuft, who was a train dis
patcher at Watertown, was presented 
with a gift on behalf of his St. Law
rence Division employes by M. A. 
Pitcher, Chief Dispatcher. W. H. Ham-
ler, Superintended St. Lawrence Divi
sion, was toastmaster. 

country, he praised the record that 
New York Central men and women 
achieved in all branches of the armed 
forces. He also lauded the transpor
tation record established by the em
ployes on the home front, so many of 
whom are NYC veterans. 

The inscription on the tablet reads 
as follows: 

"Dedicated to the men and women 
of the New York Central System who 
served with the Armed Forces of our 
country in World War II. . . '. Their 
valor challenged the insolence of the 
enemies of humanity. . . . Erected by 
the Veterans Association of the 
New York Central System, Metro
politan Chapter." 

one elbow. He is recuperating in the 
80th General Hospital, one of the 
largest institutions in the Far East. 
This 1,500 bed hospital is set up in 
the world famous Quezon Institute in 
Quezon City, adjoining Manila. This 
Sanitorium was founded by the late 
Philippine President, Manuel Quezon, 
and was seriously damaged by the re
treating Japanese. It has since been 
restored to complete usefulness by the 
Army Medical Department. 

Speakers were Lewis Natalie, Clay
ton, the Very Rev. John L. Plunkett, 
Pastor of St. Patrick's Church, Water
town, C. T. Gunsallus, Division En
gineer, and L. F. McNeil, Dispatcher. 
Although Mrs. Tuft was not at the 
dinner, which was a stag, she received 
a gift. 

Mr. Tuft also was a guest with 
Duncan Campbell, Engineman, who re
tired with more than 40 years' service 
at a dinner in the new Catharge Hotel, 
Carthage. Fred S. Merrill, Freight and 
Passenger Agent, Carthage, was toast-
master. After the dinner a floor show 
was given under the direction of Vin
cent M. King. 

Toastmaster Merrill presented to Mr. 
Campbell a purse from his associates 
in Carthage and gave Mr. Tuft a bill
fold on behalf of the Agents in the 
Carthage area. A number of officers 
from Watertown and other places were 
present. 

Model Show This Month 
The Westchester Model Railway 

Club, which operates 28 time card 
trains over 3,500 feet of 0 gauge track, 
will exhibit to the public at its head
quarters in the New Haven Railroad's 
Pelham Manor Station, N. Y., during 
the first three week-ends in Novem
ber — Friday evenings and Saturday 
and Sunday, afternoons and evenings. 
Railroad employes will be admitted 
free by showing pass. 

H. C. Currier, Assistant to General Purchasing Agent, Retires 

A l b a n y C a r M a n 

W i n s C o m b a t B a d g e 
T/5 Helmuth Igler of West Albany, 

N. Y., who has been with the 77th 
infantry division in the Pacific, was 
awarded the Combat Infantryman's 
Badge for outstanding achievement in 
connection with military operations. 

Helmuth served as a radio code 
man for the 307th Infantry, 77th 
(Statue of Liberty) Division, New 
York's Own. He saw his first combat 
action on Guam, Marianas Islands, and 
later participated in three beachhead 
landings, Leyte, Philippine Islands, Ie 
Shima and Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. 
It was in the latter battle that T/5 
Igler was awarded the Order of the 
Purple Heart for wounds received in 
action. He later returned to active 
duty. 

He was inducted November 19, 
1942 at Camp Upton, N. Y. and re
ceived his basic training at Fort Jack
son, S. C. where the famous 77th 
Division, was activated in March 1942. 

Helmuth graduated from Roesselville 
High School in 1940, and prior to 
induction was employed by the Central 
as a car builder. He may wear the 
Asiatic Pacific Ribbon with three battle 
stars and the Philippine Liberation 
Ribbon with one battle star. 

2 0 0 in C o r n i n g ; N . Y. 

F e t e F o r e m a n M c M a h o n 
Michael E. McMahon, who retired 

in August as Assistant Terminal Fore
man of the Roundhouse at Corning, 
N. Y., after 44 years of service, was a 
guest of honor recently at a dinner 
in Corning. More than 200 fellow em
ployes and friends were present. 

J. B. Delaney, Jersey Shore, Super
intendent of the Pennsylvania Division, 
was one of the principal speakers. W. 
R. Downs, Jersey Shore, Master 
Mechanic, was toastmaster. General 
Chairman was F. L. Hoffman, Ter
minal Foreman, who presented a gift 
to Mr. McMahon and a bouquet to 
Mrs. McMahon. 

The Mayor, Daniel Stimson, of 
Corning, extended greetings on behalf 
of the city and recalled his associa
tion with the guest of honor, with 
whom he had worked in the shops. 

Ends 48 Years ' Work 
H. J. McGraw, Ohio Division Con

ductor, recently retired after 48 years 
of service. He started as a yard clerk 
at Cleveland and had been a conduc
tor since 1901. 

T h e y W e n t Across — 
Y o u C o m e A c r o s s ! 

The above shows a scene as Colonel DeLisle, former District Storekeeper at 
East Buffalo, received from the Lieutenant General of the Realm, the Cross 
of Italy, Knight Officer Degree, in the Royal Palace, Rome. The award was 
made in recognition of his work as Deputy Director of Stores, 774th Railway 
Grand Division, in the Mediterranean theater. Colonel DeLisle, who has 
been overseas 30 months, also holds the Legion of Merit Award. His son, 
Sergt. Edgar T. DeLisle, a veteran of the European campaigns and a fur
loughed New York Central Stores employe, was recently home for a time. 

Col. DeLisle is a furloughed Passenger Trainmaster. 

At a ceremony in Grand Central Terminal attended by an Honor Guard of 
veterans of World War I, a bronze tablet was dedicated to the Central employes 
who served in the Armed Forces in World War II. Shown center above, left to 
right, are John Bachran, Yard Engineman; H. A. Offerman, Trainmaster. Presi
dent of the NYC Veterans Association, Metropolitan chapter; L. W. Horning. 
Vice President, Personnel; and E. W. Kinsley, Office Assistant to Assistant 

Comptroller, Secretary and Treasurer of the Metropolitan Chapter. 

Henry Clark Currier, after 45 years of service, all in the Purchasing Department, retired September 30. Mr. 
Currier was born in Buffalo but while he was still a young man, his parents moved to Detroit, where he later entered 
the service of the Michigan Central Purchasing Department. Mr. Currier has returned to his home in Ypsilanti, 
where he expects to take up the gardening he left off in 1931, when the Michigan Central Purchasing Department 
was transferred to New York. On the 27th, the department assembled while General Purchasing Agent Austin presented 
him with his Certificate of Retirement, Retirement Button and a check and gave Mrs. Currier a bouquet of 

American Beauty roses. 
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T h r e e N e w Y o r k 

A . A . C l u b s H a v e 

N e w O f f i c e r s 
To build morale on the home front 

during the trying years of war, the 
Athletic Association of Manhattan 
sponsored many worthwhile activities. 

Three of the most popular in New 
York are the A. A. Bridge, Glee and 
Camera Clubs. 

Duplicate Contract Bridge games 
are enjoyed every Friday evening in 
Room 553, 466 Lexington Avenue. 
Tournament finals are held in May 
to determine the top players whose 
names appear on the Vanderbilt Cup 
which Mr. Harold Vanderbilt, father 
of Contract Bridge, personally pre
sented to the Bridge Club in 1941. 

The Club recently elected the fol
lowing: Manager, Charles Bonnemort, 
Land and Tax; Secretary, Eleanor Cor
coran, Comptroller's office; Assistant 
Secretary, Agnes Wills, office of H. S. 
Vanderbilt; Social Secretary, Arthena 
Nickerson, Accounting; Technical Di
rector, M. S. McGarry, Land and Tax; 
Assistant Technical Director, F. Tucker, 
office of Vice President and General 
Manager. 

The Glee Club, fifty members, prac
tices every Tuesday evening in Room 
553. The Club has given many worth
while programs under the direction of 
Thales B. Weeks. 

The Glee Club elected the follow
ing: Manager, Claire Ward, Personnel; 
Assistant Manager, Fred Parks, Police; 
Corresponding Secretary, Gertrude 
Hoerig, Personal Claims; Social Sec
retary, Dorothea Daganais, V. P. and 
General Manager's Department; Treas
urer, Wilson Peek, Engineering; Li
brarian, Yvonne Hummel, Accounting, 
and Assistant Librarian, Ruth Ober-
lander, Acounting. 

The Camera Club meets the second 
and fourth Friday of every month and 
provides interesting programs, both 
still and movies. 

The Club elected the following: 
President, J. E. Bickelhaupt, Ameri
can Express Agency; First Vice Presi
dent, W. Stamm, Office of Designing 
Engineer; Second Vice President, B. E. 
Jones, Office of Designing Engineer; 
Treasurer, John Angen, Office of Engi
neer of Structures; Secretary, Miss 
Vivian Adams, Office of Engineer of 
Tests. 

Employes from other branches of 
the Railroad are cordially invited to 
visit all these activities whenever in 
New York. 

Employes in the New York area 
are urged to take advantage of these 
activities and join the A. A. now to 
be eligible for the monthly drawing 
for a Victory Bond. The September 
winner was F. Antonacci of the Bridge 
and Building Department, 138th Street. 

G.P.A. Pierce and Empire State Express Girls B u f f a l o P a t r o l m a n ' s 

S o n , C o r p . R. F. C a n n o n , 

o n A t o m i c B o m b R a i d 
Corp. Richard F. Cannon, 20, Radar 

Observer and son of George T. Can
non, a New York Central patrolman 
on the Buffalo Division, was a mem
ber of the crew that accompanied Col. 
Paul W. Tibbets, Jr., on the first his
toric atomic bomb raid. 

Corporal Cannon is a graduate of 
Bennett High School, Buffalo and was 
an aviation employe before enlisting in 
the Army Air Forces, in August, 1943. 
He recently wrote from Tinian that 
he expected to be home soon "because 
his work was done." 

Three other brothers, including one 
recently discharged, also have been in 
the Service. One, Pfc. George T., Jr., 
was wounded in Italy in April, 1943. 

E. E. Pierce, General Passenger Agent, explains to the newly-appointed young women Passenger Representatives 
who are riding on the Empire State Express daily that the 1001 Time Table is their principal handbook of in
formation. Left to right are Miss Dorothy Boulden, Mrs. Sally Mcintosh, Miss Una O'Hara, Mr. Pierce and Miss 

Virginia McNamara. 

E. M. Crawford, Veteran Motive Power Draftsman, Retires 

R e t i r e d C o n d u c t o r , 8 5 , 

w i t h P r e s . M c K i n l e y 

A s A s s a s s i n N e a r e d 
William Liddy, Syracuse, a retired 

Central Conductor with 48 years' ser
vice, recently celebrated his 85th birth
day, which puts him in the top 
brackets of retired New York Central 
employes. He is still in good health. 

Mr. Liddy was temporarily station-
master at the Pan-American Exposi
tion Grounds, in Buffalo, in 1901. On 
September 6 of that year, only 26 
minutes before President William 
McKinley was assassinated there, Mr. 
Liddy escorted him off a New York 
Central train. 

In his six years as brakeman and 42 
as a conductor, up to his retirement 
19 years ago, at the age of 66, he 
was never on a train that had an acci
dent, aside from hitting automobiles 
at grade crossings. In one of the latter, a 
woman, one of three persons in a 
car which was hit, was thrown up on 
the pilot of the locomotive and was 
discovered there, uninjured. 

Mr. Liddy owns a watch which, he 
says, has not varied a minute since 
he first obtained it in 1887. 

Edmund M. Crawford, of the Office of Engineer Motive Power, New York, ended 24 years of service with the New 
York Central, October 15. Second from the right, in the front row, he is shown being greeted by H. W. Faus, 
Engineer, Motive Power. First on the right, in the front row, is C. H. Knowlton, Assistant Engineer, Motive Power! 

Shown also are some of his office associates. 

R e c e n t D e a t h s 
Recent deaths in the New York 

Central family included: 
Lewis S. Seely, 51, of Yonkers, 

Ticket Agent at the High Bridge Sta
tion, Bronx, New York. 

James A. Hall, 68, retired St. Law
rence Engineman, in Brownville, N. Y., 
died when driving his automobile. 

William E. Kemper, of Covington, 
Ky., Revision clerk in District Station 
Accounting Bureau, Cincinnati died 
September 21. He was a Big Four-
NYC employee from April 9, 1923, in 
Auditor Freight Accounts office, Cin
cinnati until January 1, 1931, when 
he was transferred to the Bureau. 

Charles H. Mattocks, 70, an em
ploye in the Comptroller's Office, New 
York, died suddenly, September 22. 
He started as a Clerk in the Auditor 
of Passenger Accounts' office and com
pleted fifty years of service July 8. 

Rush, Kelly L., retired engineman 
of 42 years' service, died suddenly 
October 18, in East Cleveland. 

Golden, John W., retired Traveling 
Freight Agent, Boston, died in his 
home in Cambridge, Mass., recently. 

EDMUND M. CRAWFORD, Lead
ing Draftsman in the Office of En

gineer, Motive Power, New York, 
voluntarily retired October 15, after 
24 years of service with the New York 
Central System. He has been in New 
York since 1932, when he was trans
ferred from the Pittsburgh area, where 
he was Chief Draftsman in the 
Mechanical Engineer's Office, Pitts

burgh & Lake Erie. 
A former farm boy, he studied 

mechanical engineering at Purdue Uni
versity. After working as a draftsman 
for Allis-Chalmers, he was for 18 
years a steam locomotive designer with 
the American Locomotive Company 
and was chief mechanical officer of the 
ALCO works at Pittsburgh until be

ing transferred to Schenectady in 1908, 
where he devised the methods still in 
use for developing all plates in boilers 
in the drafting room. 

In 1919, he returned to Pittsburgh 
and two years later went with the 
P. & L. E. In Pittsburgh, he taught 
mathematics in the evening courses of 
Carnegie Institute of Technology. He 
will retain his home in New York. 

War Bonds Given to L. B. Christian, Retiring at 70 

B u r k e N o w H e a d of 

C o m m o d o r e P o s t 1 1 5 8 
Commodore Vanderbilt Post No. 

1158, American Legion, New York, 
elected the following: 

Commander, J. J. Burke (Veteran 
of World War II and employed by the 
Electrical Equipment Department, 
Grand Central Terminal, N. Y. City.) ; 
First Vice Commander, P. Bellina; 
Second Vice Commander, A. Pastor; 
Third Vice Commander, J. Hunt; 
Adjutant, J. R. Watson; Historian, 
E. J. Langford; Sergt. at Arms, T. A. 
Allen; Junior Sergt. at Arms, W. 
Burns; Finance Officer, H. R. Shaw; 
Chaplain, Geo. Smith and Judge Ad
vocate, Wm. Stevens. 

Members of Executive Committee: 
J. M. Rosenberg, H. L. Woodruff, W. 
M. Hallstine, E. O. Stuckey, C. J. 
Vandermark, A. Di Bona, G. C. 
Schweitzer and S. Strauss. 

The Post invites ex-service men of 
The New York Central System to 
become members. Application forms 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Adjutant at 466 Lexington Avenue, 
Room 514, New York City. 

89 Years Old 
Charles Decker, retired Hudson 

Division Engineman, on October 12 
celebrated his 89th birthday in Bridge
port, Conn. 

Mr. Decker drove many of the best 
trains and was so particular that he 
had his overalls tailor made and his 
goggles specially ground. 

K i t t l e S u c c e e d s 

F a e r b e r a t B u f f a l o 
Albert H. Faerber, who recently re

tired as Superintendent East Buffalo 
Car Shops, after 40 years of service, 
has been succeeded by Charles N. 
Kittle, W. H. Flynn, General Super
intendent Motive Power & Rolling 
Stock, announced last month. 

Mr. Faerber, who retired at his own 
request, began work at East Buffalo 
in 1905 as a car repairer and was pro
moted to foreman in 1912 and was 
made superintendent, January 1, 1918. 

Mr. Kittle, formerly Division General 
Car Foreman at East Buffalo, started 
work as a car repairer at Beech Grove 
Car Shop. He was appointed car fore
man at Beech Grove in 1922 and in 
1927 was transferred to Linndale as 
general car foreman and in 1933, went 
to Astabula as general car foreman. 
In July, 1942, he was made division 
general car foreman at Buffalo. 

Fellow associates in the Office of Engineer, Structures, New York City, held a farewell reception for L. B. Christian, 
Assistant Engineer, seated left, when he retired September 30 at the age of 70 after 43 years of service. H. T. 

Welty, Engineer of Structures, is seated on right. Mr. Christian was presented with three War Bonds. 

V i c t o r y W a r B o n d s H e l p M a k e Y o u r F u t u r e S e c u r e 
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Front row, sitting, left to right: Shirley Chaney, J. J. Brinkworth, Vice President and General Manager; Edna Mae 
Stagge. Standing, Clarice Stacey, Harriette Brown, Margaret Bayer, R. R. Dillingham, Supervisor, Personnel; Laura 

Higgins, Chief Telephone Operator, and Kathryn Bargelt, Special Representative. 

Left to right, sitting: Emily Glass, J. A. Keegan, Freight Traffic Manager; Mary Lee Peterman, J. P. Corcoran, 
General Passenger Agent. Standing: Wm. J. Kammer, Fred E. Lucht, J. E. Brand, Eldred Roehrig, H. W. Bonhajo, 
William T. Meyer, Rose Shannon, Edna Weiss, F. Rardin, Superintendent, Personnel; Kathryn Bargelt, Special Repre

sentative, and E. H. Banker, Executive Assistant to Vice President and General Manager. 

Through the courtesy of the Cincinnati & Suburban use of our telephone facilities, was in charge of the 
Bell Telephone Company, employes of the general offices operation of the "Voice Mirror." 
at Cincinnati were given an opportunity to listen to their This opportunity to hear the sound of one's voice as 
own voices on October 2. Mrs. Kathryn Bargelt, special it sounds to other people is a part of the studies being 
representative, in charge of instruction in the efficient made under Mrs. Bargelt's direction. 

F i s h i n g a n d H u n t i n g 

C l u b f o r S y s t e m ' s 

E m p l o y e s S u g g e s t e d 

P. F. Kraber, Auditor — Disburse
ments, Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, and 
other co-workers have announced a 
plan to organize a fishing and hunting 
club of P. & L. E. and New York 
Central System employes. 

The group has made contact with 
the owner of several tracts of 160 
acres each, located on lakes outside 
Massey, Ontario. This is virgin terri
tory and was opened by road from 
Massey only last year. 

The group's present idea is for 
each member to buy a share in the 
club, the funds to be used to build a 
main lodge and sleeping cabins and 
for equipment. The owner of the land 
would live in the lodge and act as 
caretaker. The club would be a non
profit organization and no one would 
receive any fees or privileges for work 
done in connection with this organi
zation. Interested employes may address 
Mr. Kraber, Pittsburgh, for further 
information. 

fested field under heavy mortar fire 
to render first aid and evacuate him. 
His courage and daring under fire 
merit the highest praise." 

Kottenbrook was in the Medical De
partment, 803rd Tank Destroyer Bat
talion, at the time. He is now in ser
vice along the Czechoslovakian border. 

Jersey Mills Boy 
Now in Philippines 

Corp. Ture J. Larson, furloughed 
Central employe and son of John Larson 

of Jersey Mills, Pa., a Central employe 
for 22 years, is on Military Police duty 
in the Philippines. 

He was inducted December 28, 
1942, and went overseas September 
26, 1943. Before going to the Philip
pines, he served in Australia, New 
Guinea and Leyte. He holds the Sharp
shooters Medal, the Good Conduct 
Medal and two Bronze Stars. 

His brother, Sete E. Larson, also a 
furloughed Central employe, is in the 
Army at Camp Blanding, Fla. He was 
inducted July 23. 

M e n i n S e r v i c e 

G l a d t o R e t u r n 

t o R a i l r o a d J o b s 

In response to notifications to fur
loughed employes in military service 
telling them about arrangements made 
for their return to Company employ
ment, if they so desire, after receiving 
military discharges, many letters of 
appreciation have been received. Typi
cal of these are the following, re
ceived recently by J. E. Chandler, 
Master Mechanic at Cleveland. 

One from Capt. Charles R. Bres-
ler, furloughed Machinist Inspector 
at Collinwood Locomotive Terminal 
and recently commander of Co. B., of 
the 750th Railway Operating Battalion, 
reads: 

"I beg to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter dated August 15 and sent 
to my old outfit. 

"This, I must confess, relieves me 
of my anxiety over being out of a 
job after my release from the Army. 
I fully remember what happened after 
World War I. I do not know my exact 
status at present but I have full in
tention of exercising my seniority 
rights and again be employed with the 
New York Central." 

From Robert E. Maxwell, at Linn-
dale Locomotive Terminal, came the 
following: 

"I will not attempt to tell you 
how deeply touched I am by your 
letter but I want you to know it 
makes me very happy. I assure you 
I will be around to see you as soon 
as I possibly can. It makes me proud 
to know I have been fighting for 
such wonderful people. In my opinion, 
there is no better company to work 
for than the New York Central. 

W. D. Dodash, furloughed Hostler 
Helper at Collinwood Engine Termi
nal, wrote: 

"Your letter proved to be a pleas
ant surprise. I want to thank you for 
your thoughtfulness and to assure you 
I intend to rejoin the ranks of the 
New York Central soon after my 
forthcoming discharge from the Army, 
sometime in the next few months. I 
appreciate the fact that I have not 
been forgotten. Need I say that my 
memories haven't diminished either?" 

Other department heads received 
similar letters. 

New Sharonville 
V.F.W. Post Named 

For Local Soldier 

Indiana Division Conductor Gets Gold Pass 

K o t t e n b r o o k , J r . , of 

C i n c i n n a t i A w a r d e d 

B r o n z e S t a r M e d a l 
Technician Fifth Grade Earl N. 

Kottenbrook, Jr., formerly employed 
in the drafting department of the Dis
trict Engineer's office, Cincinnati, and 
son of Earl N. Kottenbrook, Chief 
Clerk to Vice President and General 
Manager, Cincinnati, has received the 
Bronze Star Medal. The citation reads: 

"For distinguishing himself by heroic 
achievement in connection with mili
tary operations on 17 March, 1945, in 
Sperk, Germany. When a comrade fell 
wounded on the battlefield. Technician 
Fifth Grade Kottenbrook unhesitat
ingly drove his jeep through a mine in-

O. E. Kennedy, conductor on the Indiana Division, entered the Company's 
service September 15, 1895, as a caller. He later became a brakeman and 
then was promoted to conductor in 1903. For fifteen years he has been one 
of the regular passenger conductors on the Indiana Division between Cincin
nati and Chicago. Recently on the fiftieth anniversary of his entry into 
service, C. J. Meyer, Assistant Trainmaster, Indiana Division, presented 

him with a Gold Pass. 

M a n y E x e c u t i v e s 

f r o m P e n n a D i v i s i o n 
Heavy wartime railroading on the 

Pennsylvania Division recalls to its 
many pensioners other days when that 
winding length of railroad held the 
reputation of being the toughest to 
operate on the System. Several execu
tives, now retired, rose from the ranks 
of its employes. 

P. E. Crowley, former President, 
served on the Division as Chief Train
master from 1900 to 1901 and as Su
perintendent from 1901 to 1904. D. 
W. Dinan, former Vice President and 
General Manager, Line East, was 
Trainmaster, Chief Trainmaster, As
sistant Superintendent and Superin
tendent from 1900 to 1911. 

T. W. Evans, who retired as Vice-
President, New York Central System, 
Chicago, was Telegraph Operator, Train 
Dispatcher, Trainmaster, Chief Train
master and Assistant Superintendent 
from 1883 to 1907. 

D. B. Fleming, who retired in 1940 
as Vice President and General Man
ager, Line East, served as Telegraph 
Operator, Train Dispatcher, Chief Dis
patcher and Assistant Trainmaster, 
from 1893 to 1906. 

Retired Pennsylvania Division men 
who remember these former officials 
include C. P. Diehr, Master Mechanic; 
J. T. Bowes, Road Foreman of En
gines; H. B. Straw, Yardmaster; 
James Morrow, Telegrapher Agent; 
G. E. Williams, Telegrapher; William 
Charles, David Kennedy, M. C. To
bias, George Mench, William M. 
Haviland, J. L. Davis, W. T. Hud
son, R. E. Nagle, G. E. Bridge and 
B. R. Atherton, Engineman; Charles 
Fries, W. G. Triebels, Charles Trie-
bels, G. E. Bodle, S. Shank, J. J. 
Hart, G. F. Bailey and J. D. Bullock, 
Conductors; and H. D. Miller and 
C. C. Ricker, Yard Conductors. 

The Paul H. Vail Post 4369, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States, 
was installed October 7, at Sharonville, 
Ohio. It is named in honor of the son 
of the late John Vail, a retired Stores 
Department employe at Sharonville. 

Paul Vail served with the 31st In
fantry, was wounded in the Philippines 
January 21, 1942, and died March 22, 
that year. 

Harry Vaughn, Assistant Car Fore
man at Sharonville, is the Commander 
of the new Post. Mrs. Louise Vail, Paul's 
mother, is a charter member of the 
Women's Auxiliary. 

The installation ceremonies were pre
ceded by a parade, led by the Mayor 
of Sharonville and participated in by 
Mayors of several nearby towns, repre
sentatives of fifteen V. F. W. Posts and 
other organizations. 

The new Post was given $100 by the 
Sharonville & Ivorydale Contribution 
Society. This organization, made up of 
New York Central Car Department em
ployes, was formed early in the war for 
the purpose of presenting $15 to each 
employe of that department entering 
military service. The $100 donation is in 
honor of C. J. Snyder, a former Car 
Department employe. Snyder served 
with the 351st bomber group and was 
killed in action over Germany. 

Kile, Retiring, G e t s $276 
George Kile, Yard Conductor at 

Indianapolis, retired October 1, after 
43 years of service, all of it in the 
Indianapolis Terminal. On behalf of 
his fellow workers, H. J. Manion, 
General Yardmaster, presented Mr. 
Kile with $276. He also received a 
certificate of merit. 

Beech Grover Gets 
Bronze Star; Still 

Stationed in Germany 

First Lieut. John W. Holly, formerly 
employed as a stenographer in the 
Car Department, Beech Grove, has 
been awarded the Bronze Star for 
"meritorious service" with the 3rd Army 
in Germany. He served as adjutant 
of the 778th Tank Battalion when it 
was in combat 176 consecutive days, 
fought at Metz, punctured the Sieg
fried line and aided in the last great 
push across Central Europe into Aus
tria and Czechoslovakia. 

He was inducted in September, 1941. 
On February 20, 1943, he was dis
charged, commissioned as Second Lieu
tenant, and was married the next day. 
He now has a daughter, Judith Ann, 
one year old whom he has never seen. 
He is somewhere in the Rhon moun
tains in Germany at an isolated spot 
where there is a camp of displaced 

persons and war prisoners. 

Cincinnati Folk Get Training in Telephone Technique 
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Some Ohio Division Officers 

While coal traffic comprises more 
than half of the total freight business 
of the Ohio Central Division, there 
are other important kinds of freight, 
principally from the industries located 
in the great Kanawha River Valley of 
West Virginia. The major industries 
served, in order of their importance 
from a traffic standpoint, are chemical, 
iron and steel, glassware, machinery, 
sand and cement, synthetic rubber, 
rayon, and textile. 
. As an indication of the density of 

traffic over this single-tracked railroad, 
figures for a representative month re
veal that in freight business alone, a 
total of 3,925 trains were handled on 
it. This is, of course, in addition to 
passenger service between Toledo and 
Columbus, Ohio, and Charleston and 
West Virginia. Big Four trains, both 
freight and passenger, operated over 
the territory from Toledo to Berwick, 
and Virginian trains, both freight and 
passenger, between Deepwater Bridge 
and Charleston, West Virginia. In 
addition also trains are operated on the 
Nicholas, Fayette & Greenbriar — 
approximately 25 a day. 

Because of the large volume of coal 
traffic, the predominant movement is 
northward. This coal, much of which 
is for Lake shipment out of Toledo, 
originates in southern Ohio and West 
Virginia. In this great producing area, 
the New York Central serves, either 
directly or through short feeder lines, 
approximately 50 mines, 16 of which 
are located in southern Ohio and 34 
in West Virginia. Sixteen of the West 
Virginia mines are served by the 
Toledo & Ohio Central, and 18 by the 
Nicholas, Fayette & Greenbriar Rail
road. 

Included in the Ohio total is a re
cently opened mine at Misco, a few 
miles south of Zanesville, which, since 
last March, has built up production 
to a daily average of more than 100 
carloads. 

800,000,000 Tons to be Mined 
It is estimated that there are ap

proximately 800,000,000 tons of un-
mined marketable bituminous coal re
maining in the territory served by the 
Toledo & Ohio Central, and some 
350,000,000 tons in the area tributary 
to the Nicholas, Fayette & Greenbriar. 

The Ohio Central Division consists 
of the Toledo & Ohio Central Rail
way ; the Zanesville Terminal Railroad, 
owned jointly by the New York Cen
tral System and the Pennsylvania Rail
road; the Federal Valley Railroad, a 
short line of approximately 16 miles 
between Palos, O., located some five 
and one-half miles south of Corning, 
at Lathrop, wholly owned by the New 
York Central; and the Nicholas, Fay
ette & Greenbriar Railroad, owned in 
equal shares by the New York Central 
and the Chesapeake & Ohio. Opera
tion of the latter property is alternated 
yearly between the New York Cen
tral and the Chesapeake & Ohio. The 
Zanesville Terminal Railroad is oper
ated alternately by the New York 
Central and the Pennsylvania for pe
riods of two years each. 

The Toledo & Ohio Central Railway, 
which constitutes the main line of the 

miles, the line follows the Gauley and 
Kanawha Rivers in the direction of 
their flow. The alignment is generally 
satisfactory and there are no grades of 
any consequence. A steel bridge, three-
fourths of a mile in length, over the 
Ohio River at Point Pleasant, has an 
approach grade northbound of only 
0.3% compensated for curvature. From 
Point Pleasant to Hobson, a distance 
of 12 miles, the line follows the Ohio 
River and the alignment is favorable 
and the grades negligible. 

A dam in the Ohio River, about ten 
miles below Point Pleasant, creates a 
single pool extending about 40 miles 
up the Ohio River and 30 miles up 
the Kanawha River. This indicates 
the relatively flat gradient of these 
rivers in the vicinity of Point Pleasant, 
which is favorable to railroad con
struction and operation. However, the 
maximum high water mark at Point 
Pleasant is 39 feet above the pool 
level, and 70 feet above the bed of the 
river, and the track level was not 
located at sufficient elevation to pre
vent occasional flooding. 

Progressing northward from Hobson 
to Thurston, the railroad is located in 
the valleys of small streams in the 
hill country of southern Ohio. Curva
ture is excessive and there are three 
hills to cross, in addition to six tun
nels. 

The Albany Hill 
The first hill is located at Albany, 

where the grade line rises 122 feet in 
four and one-half miles and the max
imum grade is 0.95% compensated for 
curvature, one and one-half miles in 
length. The second hill is between 
Rendville and Moxahala Tunnel where 
the grade line rises 140 feet in about 
three miles and the maximum grade is 
1.27% compensated for curvature, 
about one and one-half miles in length. 

The third is between Clay Bank and 
New Lexington Tunnel, where the 
grade line rises 110 feet in a distance 
of a little less than three miles and the 
maximum grade is 1.03% compensated 
for curvature, about one and one-half 
miles in length. Tonnage trains over 
these grades require helper service. 

The alignment of the two Sub-Divi
sions between Thurston and Toledo is 
generally favorable. There is one tan
gent 24 miles in length between Marys-
ville and West Columbus. The Colum
bus line, or Western Sub-Division 
crosses two hills. The first one is be
tween West Columbus and Arnold, 
where the grade line rises 213 feet in 
a distance of 10 miles and the maxi
mum grade is 0.68% compensated for 
curvature, about two and one-quarter 
miles in length. The second is north 
of Kenton, where the grade line rises 
47 feet in about one and one-quarter 
miles at the rate of 0.8% compensated 
for curvature. Tonnage trains over 
these grades also require helper service. 

The Eastern Sub-Division also 
crosses two hills. The first one is be
tween Clemons and Johnstown, where 
the grade line rises 233 feet in a dis
tance of about seven miles and the 
maximum grade is 0.86% compensated 
for curvature, about one mile in length, 
requiring helper service for tonnage 
trains. 

The second one is at McCutchen-
ville, where the grade line rises 78 
feet in a distance of about three miles 
and the maximum grade is 0.72% com
pensated for curvature, about one mile 
in length. 

Such grades, of course, place re
strictions upon the gross weight which 

may be handled. At Arnold, O., just 
north of Columbus, for example, the 
gross tonnage is 6,000 tons, as is the 
case at Albany Hill in the south. 

The Ohio Central Division's main 
line, the Toledo & Ohio Central Rail
way, was formed by the consolidation 
of a number of small lines. The first 
portion opened to operation was the 
seven miles between New Lexington 
and Moxahala, O. In 1875, this portion 
was placed in operation to serve a 
blast furnace at Moxahala, which has 
long since been abandoned. 

The line was gradually extended 
from Moxahala to Toledo via Bucyrus, 
from Thurston to East Columbus, and 
from Moxahala to Corning, and at the 
end of 1881, these portions of the 
road were in operation. By the end 
of 1882 the line was in operation from 
Corning to Charleston, with the ex
ception of the Ohio River crossing at 
Point Pleasant, which was placed in 
operation in 1885. 

Stanley to Findlay in 1883 
The line between Stanley and Find

lay was placed in operation in 1883, 
between Findlay and Kenton in 1889, 
between Kenton and Columbus in 
1893, and between Columbus and 
Truro in 1895. 

Extending southward from Charles
ton, the line between Charleston and 
Maiden was placed in operation in 
1890, between Maiden Gauley Bridge 
in 1893, between Belva and Swiss in 
1907, and between Gauley Bridge and 
Belva in 1920. 

Eleven freight yards are required to 
handle Ohio Central Division traffic. 
The largest of these is the West 
Columbus Yard, with a capacity of 
1,535 cars. The second is an assembly 
and classification yard at Hobson with 
a capacity of 1,212; third is the Dick
inson, a mining and industrial assembly 
yard for 1,183 cars; fourth, Bucyrus, 
1,164 cars; and fifth, Corning, 1,162 
cars. The capacities of the remaining 
yards, which are located at Charleston, 
Thurston, Kenton, Findlay, Chauncey 
and Fultonham, range from 300 to 
750 cars. 

There are no heavy repair shops 
located on the Ohio Central, but en
gine houses and Car Department fa
cilities are strategically located over 
the division. At West Columbus, Buc
yrus, Corning, Fultonham and Hobson, 
O., and Charleston and Dickinson, W. 
Va., are both roundhouses and car 
repair forces. The largest of these is 
at West Columbus where the round
house capacity is 20 pits and where 
some 300 persons are employed. Car 
department forces in West Columbus 
total 72 and average 2,500 car repairs 
monthly. Daily inspections average 
2,700. 

The Dickinson enginehouse services 
Virginian Railroad locomotives, as well 
as New York Central. The Charleston 
enginehouse services Baltimore & Ohio 
and Virginian locomotives in addition 
to New York Central. 

First Centralized Traffic Control 
Of more than passing interest is the 

centralized traffic control system be
tween Stanley Yard and Berwick, O., 
a distance of 41 miles, of which three 
and one-half miles in Fostoria is 
double tracked. This was the first in
stallation of its kind in the world, and 
following its completion in July, 1927, 
it was inspected by representatives of 
many railroads, both domestic and 
foreign. 

This project consists of 21 switches, 
6 crossovers, and 8 passing sidings 
equipped with signals controlled 
directly from the dispatcher's office 
located at Fostoria, which is 30 miles 
from the extreme north end of this 41 
mile stretch of track. The dispatcher at 
Fostoria has complete control over the 
entire distance, including passing sid
ings so that he is able to arrange 
"meets" at any point, and so well does 
the system work that frequently these 
"meets" are made without either train 
stopping. 

Largest of the cities served by the 
Ohio Central Division is Columbus, 
capital of the State of Ohio and the 
seat of Ohio State University. In addi
tion to the New York Central, it is 
served by four steam railroads, the 
Baltimore and Ohio, the Norfolk and 
Western, the Chesapeake and Ohio, 
and the Pennsylvania, all of which use 
a centralized union station, owned 
jointly by the New York Central and 
the Pennsylvania. 

E x t e n s i v e C o a l F i e l d s a s W e l l 

a s I n d u s t r i a l C e n t e r s S e r v e d 
Twenty-Three Per Cen t of System's Soft Coal Traffic 

Moved Over This Route in 1 9 4 4 — 160 Plants 
Are on Line 

A FEW days spent on the Ohio Central Division would be an 
education for anyone who had never had the opportunity to 

visit it. It is true practically the entire line is single tracked and 
speeds are not comparable with those on through main line Divisions, 
but a heavy volume of traffic is there and its handling over more than 
700 miles of line is a compliment to the personnel in that busy 
territory. 

The Ohio Central Division is primarily a freight line, serving 
extensive coal fields in southern Ohio and West Virginia as well as 
many important industrial areas. In 1944, the Division's coal traffic 
equalled 23% plus of all bituminous coal moved on the entire New 
York Central System. 

A total of 99,779 carloads of coal originated on the the line, ex
clusive of 7,034 cars loaded on the Nicholas, Fayette & Greenbriar 
and routed New York Central, and an additional 180,289 carloads 
received from connections, making in all 287,102 carloads of coal. 
On the entire System in the same year 1,207,907 carloads of bitu
minous coal were moved. 

Members of the Traffic Department of the Boston & Albany Railroad recently 
staged an outing at King Phillip's Stockade in Springfield, Mass. Employes 
from Boston, Springfield, Worcester and other offices enjoyed the day's pro
gram, which included a picnic. Above are shown eight of the girls present. 
Left to right, front row: C. Beaty, G. O'Brien and B. Russell. Rear: P. Sulli

van, D. Collins, R. Woodbill, B. Cooney and H. Cooney. 

Rear row, left to right: W. J. Embree, Agricultural Representative; C. C. 
Carson, Captain of Police; W. N. Clark, Trainmaster; W. G. Bristow, Land & 
Tax Agent; D. K. Robinson, Chief Train Dispatcher; W. C. Wardwell, Master 
Mechanic; W. R. Waide, Signal Supervisor; J. N. Jones, Road Foreman of 
Engines; H. V. Hecox, Road Foreman of Engines; G. W. Bloom, Assistant 
Division Engineer; F. K. Pickett, Trainmaster; G. W. Brittingham, District Claim 
Agent. Front row: W. F. Davis, Trainmaster; J. W. Crowley, Assistant Super
intendent; J. H. Spooner, Superintendent; L. S. Emery, Assistant Superin

tendent; and P. H. Clifford, Trainmaster. 

Ohio Central Division, extends north 
and south from Stanley Yard, immed
iately south of Toledo, through the 
entire length of the State of Ohio to 
Hobson on the Ohio River, which it 
crosses a few miles to the south at 
Point Pleasant, and continues to the 
town of Swiss in central West Vir
ginia, a total distance of 375 miles. 

At Swiss the Toledo & Ohio Cen
tral joins the Nicholas, Fayette & 
Greenbriar, the main line of which 
extends an additional 67.2 miles to 
Meadow Creek. Three small branch 
lines connecting Johnstown, Clearco, 
and Jeeter with the main line boost 
the total mileage of the Nicholas, 
Fayette & Greenbriar to 115. 

Two Sub-Divisions 
Roughly the northern half of the 

Ohio Central Division territory is 
served by two Sub-Divisions, known 
as the Eastern and Western Sub-Divi
sions. The Eastern, exclusively a freight 
line, except over the territory between 
Toledo and Berwick when Big Four 
passenger trains are operated, extends 
from Stanley Yard to Thurston, O., 
by way of Fostoria and Bucyrus. The 
Western roughly parallels the Eastern 
line, running by way of Findlay and 
Columbus to rejoin the eastern line 
at Thurston. Passenger traffic between 
Toledo, Columbus and Charleston 
moves over the Western Sub-Division, 
which also handles a heavy freight 
movement. 

The combined main line mileage 
from Stanley Yard to Swiss, including 
both of the northern branches, totals 
520 miles. Four short lines, Thurston 
to Zanesville, O., Fultonham to Rend-
ville, O., Glouster to Shawnee, O., and 
Charleston to Hitop, W. Va., add 
another 108 miles of road bringing the 
total of the Toledo & Ohio Central to 
628 miles. With the Nicholas, Fayette 
& Greenbriar, the Federal Valley Rail
road and the Zanesville Terminal the 
total mileage is well over 700 miles. 

With the exception of short stretches 

B. & A. Traffic Folk Enjoy Fall Outing 

at Columbus, Fostoria, and Hobson, 
O., and Charleston, W. Va., the en
tire line is single tracked. Actually, the 
total of second track at the three 
locations amounts to only 21.7 miles. 

Considerable contrast in operating 
conditions is encountered as one prog
resses from one end of the Division to 
the other. Generally speaking, the 
northern half is fairly level, while in 
the south it runs into the hill country 
of southern Ohio and the mountains 
of West Virginia. 

At the extreme southern end, along 
the Nicholas, Fayette & Greenbriar, 
it is a typical mountain railroad, with 
curvature up to 18 degrees and grades 
up to 3.5%, and so far as can be 
learned, a considerable portion of this 
section of the line is located at a 
greater height above sea level than any 
other part of the New York Central 
System. Between Swiss and Raineile 
the line passes up the gorges of the 
Gauley and Meadow Rivers, reaching 
an elevation of 2,400 feet above sea 
level at Raineile. 

The assembly yard for the coal mines 
of the district is at Raineile, hence 
trains moving to the Toledo & Ohio 
Central connection at Swiss move 
downgrade most of the way, a distance 
of 48 miles. From Raineile southward 
to Meadow Creek where a connection 
with the Chesapeake & Ohio is made, 
there is a rise from 2,400 feet at Rain
eile to 2,795 feet at Springdale Sum
mit, or 395 feet in a distance of about 
8 miles, with a maximum grade of 2% 
compensated for curvature for a dis
tance of 3.7 miles. From Springdale 
Summit there is a drop of 1,522 feet 
in a distance of about 11 miles to 
Meadow Creek. 

Four Switchbacks 
Between these two points there are 

four switchbacks, and the maximum 
gradient is 3.4% compensated for 
curvature to two sections, one 5.6 
miles and the other 1.8 in length. 
Branches extending northward from 
the main line at Raineile rise rapidly, 
reaching an elevation of 3,009 feet at 
Johnstown, 3,151 feet at Watts, and 
3,409 feet at Clearco. 

Northward along the Toledo & Ohio 
Central from Swiss to the Ohio River 
at Point Pleasant, a distance of 104 



Cen t r a l H e a d l i g h t 

Syracuse Sons 

John J. Julian, Syracuse Division 
Engineman, has three sons in the Armed 
Services. Two of them, Michael and 
Albert, are sergeants and locomotive 
enginemen with the 717th Railway 
Operating Battalion, recently stationed 
in Belgium. They have been overseas 
since May, 1944. The third son, Vincent, 
served in the Pacific in the submarine 
Blackfin and recently was home on 
leave. The three boys are shown above. 

have been used by the government for 
training a number of railway shop bat
talions, and for repairs to army-owned 
equipment. 

Three of the leading cities on the 
Western Sub-Division are Bowling 
Green, Findlay and Kenton. The first 
is the location of one of the largest 
tomato processing plants in that sec
tion of the country. During the war, 
this firm packaged tremendous amounts 
of "K" rations. 

Fifty years ago Findlay was the cen
ter of what was one of the largest 
crude oil producing areas in the coun
try, and at one time the Ohio Central 
originated a substantial volume of oil 
traffic there. Some oil production re
mains and at present a daily average 
of three or four carloads of crude oil 
are loaded at Cygnet, just north of 
Findlay. Kenton has numerous small 
industries and is an agricultural pro
ducing center. 

Zanesville, some miles to the east 
of Columbus, contributes a substantial 
traffic in such items as glass manu
facture, paper boxes, tiles, pottery and 
chinaware. Most of the Zanesville in
dustries are located along the Zanes
ville Terminal Railroad. 

C o l l i n w o o d M a n 

A w a r d e d B r o n z e S t a r 
S/Sergt. G. Duffin of the Army Air 

Corps, a furloughed clerk from Collin
wood, recently won the Bronze Star 
for meritorious service not involving 
aerial flight. 

As a personnel non-commissioned 
officer of the Third Bombardment 
Squadron, Staff Sergeant Duffin, 24, 
worked day and night to maintain 
records. 

During the evacuation of Kweilin, 
China, he remained behind until the 
squadron aircraft had cleared the air
field. His efforts contributed greatly to 
the success of the entire movement, the 
citation said. 

The New York Central Railroad 'Y' Program Council Team, by virtue of its 7 to 0 
win over the Program Council Team, won the New York Central Northeast 
Y.M.C.A., Industrial Softball League Championship for 1945. Norman Parker, 
Collinwood Yard Conductor, caught and managed the team. The team was 
backed by the Collinwood Program Council and the New York Central Railroad 
Y.M.C.A. The Council is headed by Lieut. D. H. Simonson, A dinner was given 
October 17, for the team, all of whose members work at Collinwood. Left to 
right are: Don Ricci, A. Barney, Dan Bellinger, J. Nyland, J. McDonough, R. 
Cousins, R. Mesojedec, Norman Parker, Manager, P. Stebic, E. Hunt, R. Cata-

lano, and E. Rome, 

A total of approximately 400 in
dustrial plants are served by railroads, 
160 of them being reached directly 
by the New York Central, and the 
remainder served through reciprocal 
switching arrangements. The larger 
items of production include glassware, 
paper boxes, iron and steel articles, 
mining and conveying machinery, oil 
cloth, fertilizer, oil well supplies, 
wheelbarrows and warehouse trucks, 
and automobile hardware. Here also 
are located large meat-packing estab
lishments and grain elevators. 

Largest Army Service Depot 
At Columbus is the country's largest 

army service depot, served jointly by 
the New York Central, the Baltimore 
& Ohio, and the Pennsylvania. Ap
proximately 42% of loaded traffic in 
and out of this depot is handled by 
the New York Central. 

Second largest and industrially im
portant city on the division is Charles
ton, capital of West Virginia and 
"capital" of the great Kanawha Val
ley. Charleston, which boasted of less 
than 500 souls when coal was dis
covered in the Kanawha River Valley 
some 128 years ago, today has a pop
ulation of approximately 70,000. It is 
served by two railroads, in addition to 
the New York Central. They are the 
Chesapeake & Ohio and the Baltimore 
& Ohio. 

Among its many industrial establish
ments, the principal products are brick 
and tile, chemicals, gas and gasoline, 
glassware, iron and steel, lumber, mat-
resses, flour, paper products, cement 
and brooms. 

The phenominal development of the 
Kanawha Valley in recent years has 
been largely responsible for rapidly 
increasing traffic in chemicals and 
allied products. The valley borders the 
Kanawha River, which is formed by a 
junction of the New and Gauley 
Rivers at Gauley, W. Va., and flows to 
the Ohio at Point Pleasant. This is one 
of the largest soft coal and natural gas 
regions in the world, and an abundance 
of power furnished by rapid mountain 
streams has created an exceptional 
condition for the fast growth of the 
industries which dot the flats along the 
river edge. 

Along the northern half of the Divi
sion are such cities, important from a 
traffic standpoint, as Luckey, Bowling 
Green, Findlay, Fostoria and Bucyrus. 
Luckey, a few miles south of Toledo 
on the Eastern Branch is known for 
its excellent deposits of limestone, 
which produce a high grade lime, and 
also lime satisfactory for glass fluxing. 
A large magnesium plant also is 
operating at Luckey. 

Fostoria a Milling Center 
Farther to the south on the same 

Sub-Division is Fostoria, a grain and 
milling center, and the location of a 
large soybean processing plant. 

Bucyrus, nationally known as the 
home of one of the country's leading 
manufacturers of locomotive cranes, 
formerly was the site of large New 
York Central Shops, the operation of 
which was partly discontinued some 
years ago. More recently, the Shops 

Ends 47 Years ' Work 
Clarence H. Epperson, for the last 

15 years Agent at Carbon, Ind., Illi
nois Division, retired recently, after 
47 years of service. He plans to go 
fishing and spend the winter months 
in Florida. 

Wesley F. French, Head Statistical 
Clerk in the statistics division of the 
Comptroller's office at New York, has 
been awarded a six-year, full tuition 
scholarship for evening study at New 
York University leading to the A.B. 
degree. 

Mr. French was one of eight win
ners of the 300 working men and 
women nominated by New York city 
business firms and city and Govern
ment agencies for competitive exam
ination for the scholarships. 

Mr. French, who resides at Haworth, 
New Jersey, entered the service of the 
New York Central as an office boy on 
October 1, 1929, and has been con
tinuously employed in the Comptrol
ler's office. 

P a s s e n g e r s ' c h o i c e f o r t h e 

H o w N e w Y o r k C e n t r a l ' s 
w a r t i m e t r a v e l e r s m a d e p o s t - w a r t r a v e l n e w s ! 

Fighters, service wives, business 
men . . . these were some of the 
wartime passengers New York 
Central asked to become its 
post-war plans committee. 

And how they responded! 
Thousands answered question
naires telling what they wanted in 
future trains . . . choosing from 
newly developed ideas and from 
features now on latest Central 
coaches. 

The car visualized here reflects 
the choice of these passenger-
planners. And now this wartime 
guidance is helping New York 
Central's designers and engineers 
plan new trains that will mean 
more jobs and finer travel in the 
years of peace ahead. 

Apprent ice Club a t 
Collinwood Reopens 

With the close of the war the New 
York Central "Y" Apprentice Club at 
Collinwood has again opened. James 

Petriella was elected temporary Chair
man, Arthur Andrukat temporary Sec
retary and Treasurer, and William D. 
Kirsch, Advisor. 

Stanley Prague, Assistant Secretary 
of the NYC "Y", will work with the 
Club. 
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S t e e l a n d C o n c r e t e S p a n R e p l a c e s L a s t W o o d e n B r i d g e o n 

M a i n L i n e B e t w e e n N e w Y o r k a n d C h i c a g o 

Di f f i cu l t I m p r o v e m e n t 

A c r o s s S a n d u s k y B a y 

t o b e C o m p l e t e d S o o n ; 

Traf f ic U n i n t e r r u p t e d 

COMPLETION in the near 
future of the last of four steel 

and concrete bridges across San
dusky Bay, a few miles west of 
Sandusky, O., between Bay Bridge 
and Danbury, will result in the 
elimination of the last wooden 
structure on the main line of the 
New York Central between Chi
cago and New York. 

This work, which has been in 
progress since early last year, has 
been carried on in the face of 
difficulties presented by the neces
sity of maintaining train service to 
handle an all-time high record 
wartime traffic. 

The Sandusky Bay improvement was 
started in February, 1944, and is ex
pected to be completed by the end of 
this year. Originally, there were five 
wooden trestles. The program called 
for replacement of four of these 
wooden structures with new steel and 
concrete bridges and the filling in of 
the fifth old trestle to form a solid 
roadbed. Three of the new bridges 
already have been completed. 

As part of the undertaking it was 
necessary also to raise the track level 
an average of 41" over a distance of 
7,000 feet, or one and one-third miles. 

Throughout the entire construction 
period the engineering forces had to 
contend with frequent interruptions 
caused by passing traffic. In an aver
age 24-hour period the two tracks 
across the bay handled an average 
of 83 trains, eastbound and westbound, 
and during the daily working hours, 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., there 
was an average of 36 trains. Spaced 
evenly throughout the working day 
these would have caused work inter
ruptions every 16 or 17 minutes. 

In addition to these frequent inter
ruptions, the presence of passing 
traffic made it essential to exercise the 
utmost care in maintaining the strength 
of the old wooden structures while 
work on the new ones was in progress. 

Three of the new bridges are fixed 
structures while one is a bascule 
bridge, which opens to provide a 65-
foot clear channel for water traffic. 
The new balanced lift section replaced 
an old swinging span. 

Altogether 1,838 feet of new bridge 
were constructed. From west to east 
across the bay their respective lengths 
are: Bridge No. 64, 284 feet; No. 66, 
408 feet; No. 67, 729 feet and No. 68, 
417 feet. 

Two types of construction were 
used. Three of the bridges rest on five-

B e t w e e n R u n s 
"I am persuaded that everytime a man smiles — but much 

more so when he laughs — it adds something to this fragment 
of life. — Sterne. 

Giving the Baboons the Worst of It 
A few years ago, millions of mon

keys infested Japan and began de
stroying their gardens. It became so 
serious, the Japanese big shots held 
a meeting and decided to import 
Baboons to kill the monkeys. The 
Baboons killed the monkeys but 
there were now so many Baboons that 
they overran the place, so that the 
problem had to be solved. The Jap
anese big shots held another meeting. 

"Too many Baboons," declared the 
spokesman, "soon all Japan full of 
Baboons. So, starting tomorrow, every 
Japanese take big club and as soon 
as they see a Baboon — hit him over 
the head! But all Japanese must have 
big blue buttons on, SO WE DON'T 
KILL EACH OTHER!" 

* * * 
Song Title 

Seventy-five per cent of the girls 

Getting Even 
Bloomberg was laughing hysteric

ally. "What are you laughing about?" 
inquired his pal Moe. 

"I'll tell you," said Bloomberg, 
hardly able to control himself. "Two 
weeks ago, I knocked off work early 
— instead of leaving at six o'clock I 
went home at five o'clock and did I 
get a surprise!" 

"What was the surprise?" asked 
Moe. 

"I found my foreman from the shop 
sitting on my couch with my wife. 
Think of it, Moe, in my house he 
was kissing my wife on my couch!" 

"What did you do?" asked Moe. 
"Hit him?" 

"Hit him?" echoed Bloomberg in 
surprise. "No, I sold the couch!" 

Above, general view of improved main 
line across Sandusky Bay. At right, 
view of one of the steel and concrete 
bridges; below, the wooden trestles 

that have now been replaced. 

foot concrete cylinders, anchored to 
bedrock at depths ranging from 15 to 
35 feet below the surface of the water. 
These pillars, joined by concrete caps, 
are especially designed to resist enor
mous ice pressure, frequently present 
in the bay. 

In building Bridge No. 64, that at 
the west end of the bay, solid concrete 
piers, with coffer dam type of con
struction, were used. The decks of all 
of the bridges, with the exception of 
the lift span in Bridge 66 are unusual 
in that they are solid treated wooden 
floors with ordinary stone ballast. 

Raising of the track level, which 
was the first step, was necessary to 
clear space for new construction and 
was done by cribbing up with tempo
rary false work of 8" by 16" timbers 
and 8" by 8" ties. The tracks were 
lifted, one span at a time, by a series 
of raises until the proper height to 
permit the placing of new piers and 
steel work under the tracks had been 
reached. 

Construction work is being done by 
the Walsh Construction Company 
under the supervision of F. J. Jerome, 
Chief Engineer, New York Central 
System, Chicago. Love 

"It's more fun to fall in love if 
you stumble a little." 

* * * 
"I Gift You This One" 

One half-wit was talking to the 
other half-wit about his sweetheart. 

"What are you gonna give your goil 
for a birthday present?" 

"Book-ends," sed the other. 
"Gee, it's a shame to cut up a 

whole book just to give her the ends, 
ain't it?" sed the other dope. 

Money 
"A RICH MAN IS ONLY A POOR 

MAN WITH MONEY." 

Neat as a Pin 
When the Nazis were bombing Lon

don, a housewife was cleaning up her 
home. Her husband who was in the 
bomb shelter in the yard yelled to 
her. 

"I say, Aggie, come on over here 
in the bomb shelter where it's safe." 

"Not until I finish tidying up the 
'ouse," Aggie yelled back. 

"What are you cleaning up the 
'ouse, for while the bombs are fall
ing?" yelled the husband. 

"In case they blow the front door 
off," she yelled back, "I want every
thing to look neat!" 

Nice Work If You Can Get It 
"THE HARDEST TIME TO GET 

A BABY TO SLEEP IS WHEN SHE 
IS 18." 

Wise Guy 
A hold-up man ordered a Moron to 

fork over his dough, but instead, the 
Moron started slugging away with all 
his might, with the hold-up man 
fighting back desperately. It was a 
terrific battle, starting on the sidewalk 
and winding up in the street. Finally, 
the hold-up man tripped the Moron 
and he fell heavily to the ground with 
the hold-up man on top of him. He 
quickly frisked the Moron's pockets 
and only found sixty-five cents! 

"What did you put up a battle 
like that for a lousy sixty-five cents?" 
asked the hold-up man in disgust. 

"I thought you were gonna find the 
hundred dollar bill I've got hid in 
my shoe!" gasped the Moron. 

* * * 
Sea? 

SAILOR OVERHEARD ON 
SHORE LEAVE —"SHAPE AHOY!" 

Laurie Frillosophy 
"Happiness is a perfume that one 

cannot shed over another without a 
few drops falling on himself." 

"Man's inhumanity to man — gives 
the police force employment." 

"When you can't bribe a man to 
do a fool thing you can always dare 
him and he'll do it for nothing!" 

"Great men are like church steeples, 
around both is generally a great deal 
of wind." 

"To be laughed at is death — to be 
laughed with is life." 

* * * 
Right From the Corn Field 

"Why does a chicken lay an egg?" 
"Because, if she coughed it up it 

would choke her!" 

A m e r i c a n E x p r e s s 

N o w A c t s a s A g e n t 

f o r N e w Y o r k C e n t r a l 

S y s t e m A b r o a d 
G. Metzman, President, New York 

Central System, on October 8 an
nounced the appointment of the Ameri
can Express Company as the Central's 
General Foreign Freight and Pas
senger Traffic Agent. Under the new 
agreement, the American Express Com
pany will act as official representative 
for the Railroad Company in all coun
tries where it maintains offices, out
side of the Continental United States, 
Canada and Mexico. 

Before the war, the American Ex
press Company had offices in Argen
tina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Ceylon, 
Chile, China, Denmark, England, Egypt, 
Ireland, Japan, Palestine, Philippines, 
Poland, Scotland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Holland, Hungary, India, Italy, 
Straits Settlements and Switzerland. 

In each of these countries, from one 
to six branch offices were maintained; 
a total of 61 in all, and of this total, 
23 are now in operation or about to 
be reopened. The remainder will be 
opened as quickly as postwar condi
tions permit. 

In referring to this appointment in 
connection with the New York Cen
tral's broad foreign traffic develop
ment work, Mr. Metzman said: 

"American Express Company offices 
abroad will, as our agent, arrange for 
the shipment of freight from any 
foreign point, to any consignee in the 
United States, over the New York 
Central Railroad and connecting lines. 
Complete service will be available to 
all shippers from each of the foreign 
offices of the Express Company, in
cluding tariffs and schedules. Through 
American Express-New York Central 
bills of lading will be issued. 

"American Express Company offices 
in foreign countries," Mr. Metzman 
continued, "will also provide travelers 
with complete facilities for arranging 
transportation to any point in the 
United States. Their offices will carry 
our Company emblem and will be 
'headquarters' for our traveling friends 
and patrons abroad. This service will 
include the sale of tickets, handling 
of advance train reservations, checking 
baggage through to the traveler's des
tination, and the preparation of de
tailed travel itineraries. Passenger 
travel literature, as well as time tables, 
supported by a general passenger train 
information service, will be available 
at all times." 

Through this appointment and other 
plans in its foreign freight and pas
senger traffic departments, the New 
York Central anticipates the servicing 
of the increasing flow of export and 
import traffic. Through its representa
tion abroad, its port facilities and ser
vices will be brought to the attention 
of those interested in trading,with or 
traveling to the United States. 

Francis A. Brazell 
Now a Lieut. Colonel; 
Stat ioned in Rome 

Major Francis A. Brazell was re
cently promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 
and has been transferred to Hqs. 774th 
Railway Grand Division, in Rome. 
Colonel Brazell for the past thirty 
months has been overseas with the 
701st Railway Grand Division. 

Before entering service, he was an 
Assistant Trainmaster on the Electric 
Division. 

W . Albany Men Back 
War veterans are returning to ser

vice at West Albany Locomotive Shops 
in greater numbers. Among those re
cently returned are Paul Gingock, 
Clerk; F. Bonville, Painter; S. Troiano, 
Laborer; and Ned Wolfe, Electrician. 

today are working girls, the rest are 
working the men! 

J o e Laurie, Jr., Sez: 
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S h i p p e r s H e a r 

P r e s . M e t z m a n 

(Concluded from page one) 
"If we go back in our memories, 

we recall that in World War I we did 
not have effective shipper-carrier co
operation. The shipper and carrier in
terests of this country had not organ
ized themselves to the point where 
they could cope with the situation. 
The emergency measures of 1917 were 
not started in time. The result was 
federal control. Necessary as this was 
under the circumstances as they then 
existed, it was an unhappy experience 
which no one who went through it 
wants to see repeated. 

Proving Ground for Ideas 
"Fortunately, back in 1918, there 

were people who foresaw how fed
eral control might be avoided if we 
should have another war. And while 
it may not have seemed so then, it 
was actually most fortunate that there 
were serious transportation problems 
at hand to serve both as a school and 
a testing laboratory in which to de
velop the ideas of these farsighted 
men. 

"The country for several years fol
lowing World War I still experienced 
car shortages. Other problems followed 
in the wake of war. To meet them, 
wartime experience was carefully stud
ied. And out of that study came the 
formation of Shippers Advisory Boards 
beginning in 1923. Questions of car 
supply and the like, which were for
merly taken to the Commission, were 
now handled directly with the rail
roads. And it was not a matter of 
dealing just with one railroad. All of 
them were represented on the Boards 
and problems requiring joint considera
tion by many railroads could be dis
posed of. 

"Equally important was the joint 
consideration of rate and related ques
tions, which was perfected following 
World War I. Shippers, both in
dividually and through their organi
zations, freely availed themselves of 
the welcome extended to them by the 
rate associations. 

"Likewise the railroads could reach 
all shipping interests, when they 
needed help from many shippers. The 
National Industrial Traffic League be
came increasingly effective as a means 
for the expression of shipper views 
on nation-wide questions. And there 
came to be an active traffic club in 
every important center. 

"The whole process became one of 
direct cooperation between railroads, 
and between shippers and railroads. 

"When we were thrust into World 
War II, the machinery for shipper-
carrier cooperation was there, fully 
functioning. In addition, Government 
authorities had studied the experience 
of World War I and drew on that 
experience to help shape workable 
plans for cooperation between the 
agencies of Government, civil and mili
tary, and the shippers and carriers of 
the country. 

"Without the help of shippers, 
neither the Office of Defense Trans
portation nor the railroads could have 
functioned as they did. Nor could we 
have had the kind of transport co
ordination that made it possible to 
combine the efficiency and flexibility of 
privately owned and operated railroads 
with overall planning, so that every 
part of the vast war transportation 
job could be assigned with assurance 
that it would be done expertly and on 
time. And the shippers have not 
hesitated to make sacrifices for the 
common good. 

"Our situation today, in many ways, 
is like that following World War I. 
We may look for a period of tempo
rary difficulties arising from wartime 
dislocations — in transportation and in 
every other business. But we should 
soon be out of these. I think we may 
look for good general business. In 
transportation, we may look for rapid 
improvements, probably more rapid 
than followed World War I. 

"We have in this country right now 
the. best tools of transportation any 
nation has ever had. And this means 
not only railroads; it means also high
way, water, pipe line and air trans
port. Every one of them is necessary 
and has a useful place in a strong 
national system of transportation — a 
place it has earned through demon
strated suitability to do a job. 

"In each situation, there is a short 

VICE-PRESIDENT J. L. McKee was 
guest speaker at a ceremony Octo

ber 17, at the Chicago works of the 
Pullman-Standard Car Manufacturing 
Company marking the completion of 
the body frame of the first of 153 new 
postwar lightweight passenger coaches 
to be built there for the New York 
Central System. These 153 cars are 
part of a total of 300 new passenger 
cars on order by the Central. 

This car was the first postwar 
passenger car in the Nation to enter 
the final stage of construction on regu
lar production lines since civilian car 
construction was halted in May, 1942. 

Sharing the speakers' platform with 
Mr. McKee were C. A. Liddle, Presi
dent of Pullman-Standard, and H. V. 
Sherman, Assistant to the Manager of 
Works of the Pullman Plant, who was 
master of ceremonies. 

In a brief talk addressed to a crowd 
of railroad and Pullman officials, Pull
man employes, representatives of the 
press and a number of outside guests, 
Mr. McKee said: 

"The New York Central System 
is pleased to be represented here today 
and take part in this return step in 
the nation's rapid return to regular 
passengers car building. No one real
izes more than do we in the railroad 
business, the inconveniences which at
tended war time travel, and at the 
same time I believe no group is more 
conscious of the fine spirit with which 
the public met these inconveniences, 
knowing as it does, the great burden 
which the railroads had assumed in 
wartime transportation. 

"Insofar as the railroads' obligations 
are concerned, the war is still not over 
and there are many handicaps yet to be 
overcome, but we are determined to 
do our level best to speed the day 
when we can return to, and even sur
pass, our pre-war principle of New 
York Central service. Evidence of our 
sincerity in this promise is found in 

the fact that we now have 300 new 
modern post-war passenger cars on 
order, and you will be interested in 
knowing that 153 of these will come 
from this plant. 

"This is the largest single order for 
lightweight passenger cars ever placed 
by a railroad and you of Pullman 
Standard will be interested in the fact 
that the size of this order indicates 
our belief in the economy of mass 
production of railroad equipment. 

"Safety, comfort, and speed are to 
be the key words to railroading in 
the future. The traditions of railroad 
safety will never be compromised. The 
now famous railroad slogan, 'Safety 
First,' will still be America's assurance 

of security in travel. With the innova
tions of luxury styling, we shall offer 
an ever increasing degree of travel 
comfort, and new mechanical advances 
will permit us gradually to increase 
speed well within the margin of 
safety." 

Mr. Liddle, who introduced Mr. 
McKee, pointed to the new car "as 
symbolizing the determination of Amer
ica's railroads to take speedy action 
in bringing to travelers the newest and 
most modern equipment and to forge 
ahead in meeting the demands of 
of modern transportation, despite the 
fact that railroads are still heavily 
engaged in moving essential war loads 
of freight as well as passengers." 

view and a long view. For example, a 
shipper may directly or indirectly take 
advantage of government supported 
transportation facilities to secure a 
lower transportation cost. In the short 
view, he has made a saving. 

"As a shipper, he is not paying for 
those 'free' facilities. Yet as a tax
payer he does pay for them — not 
only through his corporate taxes, but 
through the personal taxes he pays on 
his house and his income. And as a 
seller of goods, he also pays for those 
'free' facilities through smaller orders 
from his tax-burdened customers. That 
is the long view, and the true view. 

"Again, it may appear to be in the 
interest of the operator of barges, 
trucks or airplanes, to seek a maximum 
of public expenditure for facilities that 
he can use, and to seek to pay as little 
as he can get away with, for their 
use. That is the short point of view. 
But in the long run that will not do 
him very much good, if the result is 
to socialize transportation. 

"It would be entirely possible for 
the competition of tax-subsidized 
transportation so to undermine Amer
ica's railroads that the Government 
would have to take them over. And 
if that happens, I think it. is fair to 
say that before long all other forms 
of transportation would also pass into 
Government hands, or else be so re
stricted in their activities that sub
stantially all freedom would be taken 
from them. 

"I suggest that the long view, both 
from the standpoint of the shipper 
and from the standpoint of the carrier 
engaged in any form of transportation, 
is to seek means whereby private funds 
invested in railroads can live alongside 

Downed Four Foes; 
Cleveland Fighter 
Pilot Back Home 

First Lieut. J. P. Greer, son of Engine-
man C. H. Greer, Ohio Division, Cleve
land District, has been reinstated on 
the Cleveland District as a locomotive 
fireman after serving in the Army Air 
Forces from October, 1942, to Octo
ber, 1945. He was overseas with the 
Ninth Air Force as a D-47 Fighter 
Pilot. 

He was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Presidential Citation, Air 
Medal with thirteen clusters and E.T.O. 
ribbon with five battle stars. Lieut. 
Greer completed seventy-two combat 
missions and was credited with destroy

ing four enemy aircraft in the air. 

public funds invested in highway, 
water and air facilities. 

Though this is of immediate and 
vital importance, shippers' organiza
tions lend themselves to the study and 
consideration of still broader problems 
— even the all embracing question of 
private versus socialized transportation. 

"Our competitive system of private 
enterprise is the cornerstone of the 
kind of nation we want to have. We 
cannot long have personal liberty with
out, free enterprise and competition. 
We need private enterprise and com
petition in transportation, just as 
much as we need it in other industries. 
But it is not private enterprise, nor 
fair competition, if it is governed by 
politics rather than by economy and 
efficiency. 

"Transport competition today is gov
erned only in part by economy and 
efficiency. A major factor, and in many 
cases the controlling factor, is the em
ployment of public funds. The car
rier who uses public facilities, without 
paying an adequate charge for their 
use, enjoys an advantage which a com
petitor, depending entirely upon pri
vate capital, cannot hope to overcome. 

"This problem of public funds rep
resents America's Number One trans
portation problem today. It is big 
enough to challenge the ingenuity and 
statesmanship of every interest having 
a stake in transportation — of every 
shipper and of every carrier. 

"We must frankly recognize that 
America's Number One transportation 
problem is highly controversial. In a 
free country public problems of such 
importance are always controversial — 
we can be thankful that we can all 
speak freely about them." 

F i v e C h i c a g o 

P a s s e n g e r M e n 

A r e P r o m o t e d 
J. W. Switzer, Passenger Traffic 

Manager, Chicago, announced the fol
lowing promotions, effective Octo
ber 15: 

Anton W. Foellger from General 
Passenger Agent to Assistant Passenger 
Traffic Manager; John H. Colley from 
Assistant to Passenger Traffic Manager 
to Assistant Passenger Traffic Man
ager; Howard C. Carson from Assist
ant General Passenger Agent to Gen
eral Passenger Agent, succeeding Mr. 
Foellger; Sidney W. Bone from Divi
sion Passenger Agent to Assistant Gen
eral Passenger Agent, succeeding Mr. 
Carson, and Edward R. Hutton from 
City Ticket Agent to Division Passen
ger Agent, succeeding Mr. Bone. 

D e t r o i t F o r e m a n 

H o n o r e d o n R e t i r i n g 
O. H. Beegan, Foreman, Detroit 

River Tunnel Locomotive Shop at De
troit, retired September 30 after 35 
years of service in the Motive Power 
Department. 

A retirement party, given in his 
honor on September 28, which was 
also Mr. Beegan's birthday, was well 
attended by his associates. He was 
presented with a leather hunting jacket, 
a lounging robe and several other 
items to enhance his leisure hours. 

Mr. Beegan and his wife left for 
an extended visit with relatives in 
Washington, D. C, and is also look
ing forward to a trip to Northern 
Michigan during the deer hunting 
season. 

At top, side view of lightweight coach ready for finishing in the Pullman 
Standard Shop, Chicago. Above, general view showing paper barrier through 
which the first new car was pulled. On speakers' stand, left to right, H. V. 
Harvey, Assistant to Manager of Work for Pullman, master of ceremonies; 
J. L. McKee, Vice President, New York Central System, Chicago, guest 

speaker, and C. A. Liddle, President of the Pullman-Standard Car 
Manufacturing Company. 

S e r v i c e B u i l d i n g f o r 

R o o t S t r e e t S t a r t e d 
Work has been started on the con

struction of a new service building 
at the Root Street Yards, Chicago. 
The new building, a two story fire
proof brick and reinforced concrete 
structure, 36 feet by 285 feet will house 
both Shops and employes' quarters. 

The first floor will be given over 
to shops of the N.Y.C. and the Pull
man Company. 

The second floor will be for the use 
of the employes of the two companies, 
and will be equipped with facilities 
for both men and women employes 
including such items as lockers, 
showers, toilet facilities and a mess 
hall. 

Signalman W e d s 
T/Sergt. Ralph Downour, fur

loughed Signal Maintainer, Stanley 
Interlocking, with Headquarters 701st 
Railway Grand Diision, recently re
turned from Italy and was married 
October 6 to Lois Marie House, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. J. House 
of Prescott, Wise, in the Congrega
tional Church at Prescott. A reception 
was held in the church parlors. Sergt 
Downour, is the son of C. E. Downour 
of West Rushville, Ohio, formerly 
Agent at Rushville for many years and 
recently retired. Downour expects to 
be released from the Service soon. 

Surprise Shower 
Miss Suzanne Radle, newly acquired 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Radle, provided the occasion for a 
surprise shower in the Office of Assist
ant Superintendent of Equipment, Chi
cago, September 24 when her new 
daddy's fellow employes presented her 
with numerous gifts of toys and other 
things usually presented at such affairs. 

C a n s 7 5 0 Q u a r t s 

F r o m V i c t o r y G a r d e n 
The Rev. William O'Dell, of 115 

North Central Avenue, Elmsford, N. 
Y., is not only a minister but is also 
a New York Central crossing man. 

In the past season, between his 
clergical duties and his work for the 
railroad, he found time to can more 
than 750 jars of fruits, vegetables, 
chutneys and pickles, which he him
self grew. His storeroom, beside the 
kitchen, in his home, has the aspect 
of a rainbow. 

Mr. O'Dell is accounted a Victory 
gardener par excellence by his neigh
bors. 
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would have given a substantial part of 
it to the government in taxes —per
haps even as much as 80 per cent of 
it. 

Instead, then, of saving the public 
(?) $1,733,300, the public paid 
$1,076,429.95, plus navigation main
tenance, plus the lost taxes of, say 
$1,400,000, or a total of at least 
$2,476,429.95, in order that a few 
of the public might be given a "hand 
out" to the extent of $1,733,300. 

How long, O Lord, how long? 
Pittsburgh E. A. JACK. 

I n t h e G o o d O l d 

D a y s 
By J a m e s Aldredge 

H E RAN T H E F I R S T T R A I N O N T H E 
H U D S O N R I V E R R A I L R O A D ! 

Volume 6 NOVEMBER, 1945 No. 

L e t ' s F i n i s h t h e J o b ! 

YES, the boys are coming back and are we glad! 
More than a million already have reached the homeland but 

millions more still await passage back. Others, just as anxious to be 
home, are in occupation forces in Germany, Japan and on islands all 
over the world. 

Although the Victory tumult, with its jubiliation and huzzas, is 
dying down, Uncle Sam's tremendous bills go marching on. Just to 
bring our Armed Forces home is costing millions and millions of 
dollars; mustering out pay is taking more millions; veterans' benefits 
and rehabilitation of the wounded and of soldiers mentally ill are 
other large continuing expenses that are bringing to a climax the 
greatest national job of war financing in history. 

These are some of the reasons that underlie the need for the cur
rent Victory Loan, a loan which is expected to finish in large part 
the job we all started when victory and a re-won peace were still far 
in the future and still in the hands of the fates. 

Best of all, in helping Uncle Sam to finish his job we will be con
tinuing a worthwhile effort to make our own individual futures 
financially secure. Also we will be doing it in the easiest possible 
way, for the Company is continuing to take Bond subscriptions by 
means of regular payroll deductions in amounts fitted to the circum
stances of each one of us. 

The coming of peace, joyous as that was, did not take from any 
of us the need to continue and increase our personal savings. Self 
interest alone in our own future should dictate the continuance and 
possible increase of our subscriptions through payroll deductions. 

In addition, every subscriber has the privilege and satisfaction of 
knowing that he is patriotically helping his country. But let us not 
take too much credit, when we are receiving back eventually four 
dollars for each three dollars we subscribe for E Bonds. 

F r o m O u r R e a d e r s 

Barge Line Figuring 
To the Editor: 
T HAVE just finished reading the very 

elaborate annual report of the In
land Waterways Corporation, much of 
which, I readily confess, is over my 
head because I am somewhat "dumb" 
when it comes to interpreting financial 
statements. Neither am I a financier, 
but rather I am just one of that great 
class commonly referred to as "Joe 
Doakes." However, having gotten as 
far as the multiplication tables and 
McGufTey's Second Reader — if there 
was a Second Reader — this individual 
Joe Doakes is able to deduce, or at 
least thinks he is able to deduce, the 
following conclusions from the afore
said annual report: 

It appears that Joe Doakes' Uncle 
Sam has invested in this enterprise 
some twenty-three million dollars — 
$23,150,623.60 to be exact — none of 
which Uncle Sam had but which he 
borrowed and on which Joe paid iy2 

per cent interest which amounted to 
$578,765.57. It also appears that last 

year this enterprise lost $463,445.81 
of Joe's money and that he was also 
called upon to contribute by way of 
free postage and other smaller items 
$34,218.57. The venture thus cost Joe 
last year $1,076,429.95. 

But that was not all, for the report 
carefully omits all mention of the fact 
that Joe also paid for the maintenance 
of the river's channel and other navi
gation aids. But the report does say 
that "it is appropriate . . . to report 
that savings to the public in 1944 
amounted to $1,733,300." One is 
prompted to ask what public received 
these so-called benefits. 

The real result was that Joe Doakes, 
the real public, paid out $1,076,429.95 
plus carefully unmentioned thousands 
of additional dollars for maintenance 
of navigation and other expenses in 
order that a few Sam Joneses and Bill 
Smiths could move their freight for 
$1,733,300 less than they would have 
paid to other transportation agencies. 

The report does not say that these 
other agencies, which were deprived of 
this revenue, are the heaviest tax
payers in the country; that they do not 
receive any subsidies, but pay their 
way in full, and that, had they been 
permitted to earn that $1,733,300, they 

I n f o r m a t i o n B o o t h 

TPELOW are given the answers to a number of questions asked recently 
by some of our readers. They are printed here in the expectation that 

they will interest others besides those who made the inquiries: 
1 — From Pearl Harbor to V-J Day the American railroads 
paid more than four billion dollars to the Federal Gov
ernment in income taxes. 
2 — The first railroad train operated in Massachusetts ran 
over the Boston & Worcester, now part of the Boston & 
Albany, from Boston to Newton, nine miles, on April 16, 
1834 at a speed of 21 miles an hour. 
3 — Locomotive 6000, the Niagara, weighs 896,000 pounds, 
loaded, against 781,000 pounds for the L-4 Mohawk. 
4 — There are only 26 railroads in the United States which 
have 1000 or more miles of main line. 

^ H E New York Central is loom-
~ ing large as background for several 

recent motion pictures. In the forth
coming Claudette Colbert picture, as 
yet unnamed, much of the scenario is 
laid on a New York Central train. 
To give it verisimilitude, camera crews 
from Hollywood recently made num
erous scenic shots along the Central's 
route in the New York and Chicago 
districts. 

Grand Central Terminal backgrounds 
were used in Deanna Durbin's latest 
pictures, the current "Lady on a Train" 
and "Because of Him," which is still 
in production. In "Lady on a Train" 
Miss Durbin, looking through a car 
window, sees a murder committed. In 
"Because of Him," in which she co-
stars with Charles Laughton and 
Franchot Tone, she plays a stage 
struck waitress in the Terminal's 
famous Union News Company's oyster 
bar. 

Incidentally, the Central's 54-year-
old Empire State Express was the first 
train in the country to be photographed 
in motion pictures, back in the pioneer 
days of that art. It scared the custo
mers as it roared toward 'em. 

T> AILROAD employes, of course, are 
regular purchasers of railroad 

books for children, as gifts at Christ
mas. This year, these books are more 
popular than ever and at least 40 
books for all ages will be available. 

Recommended are two books which, 
although not new, are still among the 
leaders. One is "The Little Girl Who 
Waved," published by J. B. Lippin-
cott Co., at $1. It tells the story of 
"Curly Top, the Sweetheart of the 
Twentieth Century Limited." 

The second is "Little Black Nose," 
published by Harcourt, Brace & Co., at 
$2. This tells the story of little 
Tommy Beers, who was the first pas
senger to climb aboard the DeWitt 
Clinton train on its first run between 
Albany and Schenectady, August 9, 
1831. 

These two books have been among 
the best sellers in the children's field 
ever since their publication and hold 
the interest of today's children just 
as they did that of those now older. 

For the smaller fry, "The Train 
Book," published by the Madison 
Square Publishing Co., New York, at 
$1, has big pictures and little stories 
and is cut in the shape of a locomotive. 

Squawk received recently by the 
Claim Department: 

"Thursday about noon a four car 
passenger train was stopped in front 
of my poultry plant. Due to whistles 
my chickens piled up in corners caus
ing a loss of one hundred chicks. 

"This has happened many times 
with smaller losses which I have over
looked but a loss of one hundred is a 
larger amount than I can afford and 
I believe I should be compensated for 
my loss." 

WHO ran the first train on the 
Hudson River Railroad? 

Although that question might seem 
unanswerable on account of the whirl
ing mists of names and facts that have 
blown across a railroad's history in 
nearly one hundred years, old archives 
in this case produce a definite reply. 

The conductor's name was Joseph 
Bowronsan. The year was 1849, and 
he was twenty-two years old. 

Before Chauncey M. Depew was 
known, except as a clerk at the State 
Capitol at Albany, Mr. Bowronsan was 
a popular conductor on the New York 
and Saratoga train. His patrons were 
the old New York "patroons" who at 
that time were the exclusive and aristo
cratic set of the metropolis. In the 
1840's James Boorman, wealthy mer
chant and banker, of Washington 
Square, was the city's leading railroad 
magnate. 

Previous to 1849 New York mer
chants and shippers were at a great dis
advantage with regard to receiving their 
goods by the New York Central, which 
then terminated at Albany. Outsiders 
virtually controlled this traffic, as all 
freight shipped over the New York 
Central had either to be shipped to 
the city by means of Hudson River 
boats — 20 operated daily — or by the 
way of the Boston & Albany Railroad 
and back to New York by way of the 
Housatonic, or what is now the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Rail
road. 

New York businessmen groaned 
over unjust discrimination, and the 
leading merchants were much put out 
by the roundabout routing of their 
merchandise. Things had come to the 
pass where it seemed that Boston 
would get the cream of this great ex
port and import trade unless a rail
road were built from New York to 
Albany. 

Boorman was the leader of the 
movement to build the new line. 
Against him rose up Erastus Corning, 
a powerful steamboat and railroad 
magnate of Albany, and the latter had 
as his supporters every barge owner 
and boatman on the Hudson, to say 
nothing of a majority of influential 
citizens in all the river towns. 

Nevertheless, Boorman finally won 
out. The right of way for the Hudson 
River railway was secured, after a long 
and bitter fight, at a cost of $6,000,-
000, and the road was practically cut 
through rock over a good part of the 
distance. 

Joseph Bowronsan was a young 
neighbor of Boorman. His father lived 
next door to the great banker and 
railroad promoter in Washington 
Square, and as Boorman had no child
ren of his own, he made this youth a 
special favorite of his. It was he who 
placed Bowronsan in charge of the 
first train that ran from New York 
to Peekskill. This was in September, 
1849. 

Not until 1851 did a train go all the 
way through to Albany. Joseph Bow
ronsan was again the conductor, and 
the engineer was Daniel Kierstand. 
This first through run was made a 
gala occasion, and plenty of excitement 
prevailed all along the way. 

The train was drawn by a wood-
burning locomotive, and the three cars 
were painted a bright red. For this 
special event, Mr. Bowronsan wore a 
blue dress coat with brass buttons, 
and a tall silk hat. 

The passengers included many of 
the "Who's Who" of that day. Besides 
James Boorman, there were Henry J. 
Raymond, editor of The New York 
Times; Horace Greely, editor and 
owner of The Tribune; Charles O'Con
nor, the eminent lawyer; Edward 
Jones, owner of the famous Jones' 
Woods; James Gordon Bennett, owner 
of The New York Herald; Edwin D. 
Morgan, afterwards Governor of the 
State; Col. James Watson Webb, and 
Washington Irving, the famous writer. 

The speed of the train was at that 
time 20 miles an hour, with an occa
sional hurry up of 25 miles. The fare 
to Albany was only $1.59 — the low 
cost being due to steamboat passenger 
competition. 

At a later time, when the Saratoga 
train was operated for the benefit of 
wealthy New Yorkers and Mr. Bow
ronsan was-made conductor, he came 
to know A. T. Stewart, the merchant 
prince, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher and 
many other notables. The first parlor 
car was introduced on this same run, 
and it was modeled on the style of the 
English railway coaches. 

Not long afterward the first sleeper 
was tried out on the Albany run, and 
when the train left New York at 8 in 
the evening, Mr. Boorman had his 
"righthand man" aboard to report on 
its success. Joseph Bowronsan had a 
berth, and he had orders to tell of the 
comfort of the "new-fangled cars," as 
Mr. Boorman called them. The run 
was made in 14 hours, so as not to 
disturb the sleepers. Today the same 
distance is covered in a little over 
three hours. On this first train of 
sleepers, Mr. Bowronsan promised that 
when a conductor lost his hat as the 
result of looking out of the car win
dows, the railroad would supply a cap 
in its place. 

In later years the Hudson River 
Railroad's first conductor always felt 
that, the sudden death of his good 
friend, James Boorman, from apop
lexy, spoiled his chances of becoming 
the general superintendent of the road. 
He stayed on in the service, however, 
and when the Hudson River road was 
merged with the New York Central, 
continued for many years as a con
ductor. 

One of the treasured possessions of 
Mr. Bowronsan's old age was a copy 
of the timetable of the first through 
train when the Hudson River road was 
opened to Albany. It was the only one 
known to be in existence, and several 
times he refused $100 for his copy. 
He also had his original conductor's 
table, which was hand-made of calf
skin. 

There was one member of the rail
roadman's family, who saw no honor 
in the occupation he chose. When 
Joseph Bowronsan's father heard that 
Mr. Boorman had made the young 
man a conductor of the new road, he 
exclaimed with disgust: 

"I would rather see my son selling 
peanuts than running a railroad train!" 

L e t t e r o f t h e M o n t h 

C . E. Rosebroolc 
Covert E. Rosebrook, 54, Main

tenance of Way Foreman, died re
cently at his home in Bellefontaine. 
His wife survives. 

We bought the bonds that sent GIs 
Across the seas, across the skies; 
Now let us come across with jack 
And buy the bonds to bring 'em back. 

— Benton Bra ley 

Battle Creek, Michigan 
C. L. Jellinghaus, 
Vice President & General Manager, 
Detroit 
Dear sir: 

In the past few weeks since I've been 
back in the United States I've had 
the opportunity to ride on various rail
roads, among them the New York 
Central System. The kindness and con
sideration of the employes and the 
cleanliness of the equipment on this 
system so far surpasses the many other 
roads that I've used that I want to 
show my appreciation. Without a doubt 
the N.Y.C. is among the best systems 
in operation in this country or in the 
world. 

Just this past week I traveled on 
government orders using your system 
between Chicago and Battle Creek. 
We had the opportunity to eat lunch 
in the diner and the kindness and con
sideration of the Steward on that diner 
was wonderful. 

Thanks again to the people on your 
road who are doing such a fine job 
under such trying conditions. They 
make present day traveling as pleasant 
as it could possibly be. 

Yours truly, 
S/Sgt. H. L. Bacon 

767 Aplin Beach 
Bay City, Mich. 
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'Mercury" Team Detroit Golf League 
Winners, 1945 

THE Golf League of the N.Y.C.A.A. 
of Detroit completed its 1945 sea

son September 22, with a tournament 
and banquet at Warren Valley Golf 
Club. The league consisted of nine 
teams, and a total of 50 players par
ticipated during the season. The final 
standings were as follows: 

Dept. Acct. No. 1 77 points 
Mercury 75 1/2 points 
Engineering Dept 73 points 
Dept. Acct. No. 2 70 1/2 points 
Wolverines 66 points 
Telegraph Dept 62 points 
West Detroit 54 1/2 points 
Dept. Acct. No. 3 49 points 
Aud. Pass. Accts 49 points 
In the post season play-off between 

the first four teams, the Mercury con
sisting of A. Winter, Captain, F. 
Metevier, F. Breuckman, S. Pettit and 
J. Burton won the championship and 
the Dept. Acct. No. 2 team with G. 
Middleditch, Captain, C. Orr, W. 
Strasser and H. Bennett was runner-
up. The low average golfer was F. 
Neesley and the player who made the 

C h i c a g o F r e i g h t 

Tra f f ic C h a n g e s 
The Freight Traffic Department, 

Chicago, reports: 
Effective October 16, D. O. Ras-

mussen was promoted from senior 
Traveling Freight Agent to General 
Agent, Freight Department, at Omaha, 
to succeed R. J. Ross, who died Sep
tember 8. W. G. Werner succeeded 
Mr. Rasmussen and Leo C. Lambert 
was promoted from Chief Clerk to 
Traveling Freight Agent. Eugene R. 
Rotchford was transferred from Daven
port to take the position of Chief 
Clerk at Omaha. 

Mr. Ross, who was General Agent 
at Omaha for 24 years, was born in 
Blenheim, Canada, and came with the 
New York Central in July, 1910, as 
Soliciting Agent at St. Paul. 

After an extended tour through the 
South Pacific, including New Zealand, 
Guadalcanal, Saipan, Guam and Iwo, 
Fred Ratkay is back on the job in the 
Dairy Department at Chicago and is 
entirely willing to let the natives have 
the South Sea Islands to themselves. 
Fred joined up with the Marines three 
years ago and rose to Staff Sergeant. 

Herbert (Herb) Holder, a Staff Ser
geant in Military Service overseas, 
was mustered out July 25 and has 
returned to the Freight Traffic Depart
ment, Chicago. 

Capt. John G. Speirs in the Trans
portation Section, stationed in the 
Azores, visited the Freight Traffic 
Department. While at the Azores he 
oversaw the servicing of planes of the 
late President Roosevelt on his trips 
to and from Africa and Europe. After 

a furlough, he will return to his 
duties. 

Mrs. Genevieve M. Ripple, wife of 
Chief Clerk, General Freight Depart
ment, Chicago, who was commissioned 
in the Army Nurse Corps, after com
pleting her basic training at Camp 
McCoy, Sparta, Wis., was assigned to 
the Percy Jones General Hospital Staff, 
Battle Creek, Mich. She recently was 
mustered out. 

Mrs. F. D. Powell, wife of F. D. 

Signalman in Italy 

T/5 Sergt. Dwight D. Firestine, fur
loughed Signalman from Columbus, 
Ohio, recently returned to the United 
States after 28 months' service over
seas. He landed in Iran May II, 1943, 
with the 719th Railway Operating Bat
talion and assisted in the erection of 
telephone lines. After the invasion of 
Italy he landed in Naples November 
14, 1943 and worked through to the 
Austrian border, building and main-
taining telephone communications. 
Sergt. Firestine is shown in the center 
with two of his Italian helpers. His 
gang usually consisted of two to four 
of his own men and from five to 
twenty Italians. 

Sergt. Firestine saw the bombing of 
the Monastery at Monte Cassino and 
his gang also worked day and night 
helping clean up the two feet of ashes 
and debris left over the rails at Salerno 
after the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. His 
gang worked its way up in Italy to the 
Brenner Pass, looking for signal and 
telephone material which had been 
carried off by the Germans. At Bol
zano he inspected one of Italy's great 
power plants which furnishes power for 
the Italian railroads. 

He sailed from Italy on August 7 
for Manila, being transferred to the 
715th Railway Operating Battalion and 
on "VJ" Day, August 15, the ship turned 
around in the Atlantic and headed for 
New York. On reaching New York he 
was given a 30-day furlough and ex

pected to be discharged soon. 

Powell, City Freight Agent, Chicago, 
died after a lingering illness, Octo
ber 16. 

B o w l i n g T e a m s 

T o t a l 1 6 N o w i n 

D e t r o i t L e a g u e 

Although the season is still young 
Auditor Passenger Accounts bowling 
teams in Detroit are more than holding 
their own in the 16-team N. Y. C. A. A. 
Bowling League, Detroit A. P. A. No. 
2, composed of "Smiling Bob" Finn, 
Pete Napolitano, Ed Weddingen, 
"Ajax" Paulson, and Werner Klebe, 
recently won leading the field with 
13 points. A. P. A. No. 1, made up 
ot Walter Warren, Harold Gott, Frank 
Klanke, James Ryan and Emil Daesch-
ner, was holding down third place 
with 10 points. Klanke, who says he 
hopes to lead the league again, is close 
to the top now with a 179 average. 
Other A. P. A.ers up there are War
ren 167 and Ryan 160. 

Honorable dischargees from military 
service are trickling back to the Audi
tor Passenger Accounts Office, Detroit. 
First to return was Warren Fisher, 
who saw service on Guam and in the 
Philippines. Others discharged and ex
pected back shortly are Eiler Lyndorff, 
Frank Cedilote, Charles Stein, Roy 
Hronek, Mary Leonard and Sid 
Aiermma. 

Promotions noted among Auditor 
Passenger Accounts workers in mili
tary service are those of Carmine 
Nappi to Sergeant, on Okinawa; 
Archie Carpenter to Sergeant, in the 
Philippines; Seabee Frank Kubera to 
Ship-fitter, 3rd class, Frank Cedilote 
to Corporal, and Wac Florence 
Hirschmann to Sergeant, at Fort 
Jay, N. Y. 

That little fellow with the bow and 
arrows is getting himself back in 
shape for the big rush in the Auditor 
Passenger Accounts Office, Detroit. 
Valerie Rowell was married to Corp. 
Robert Schultz at Camp Gruber, Okla. 
Donald Morris and Gertrude Rohde, 
two A. P. A.ers, spoke their vows 
at St. Boniface Catholic Church, Sep
tember 23. Frances "Frankie" Racunas 
was wed to Joseph Selden in Toledo, 
October 3. 

Pfc. William Weddigen, of the 
Auditor Passenger Accounts Office, 
Detroit, now stationed in Panama, 
writes an interesting commentary on 
life in that country as he sees it. 
Quoth Bill: "Most of the native Pana
manians are half Negro and half 
Spanish, with Spanish language. You 
never know if they are fighting or 
talking. When I first arrived here I 
had to see the Supply Sergeant for 
some new clothes. When I tried on 
the shirt, he asked how it fitted. 

"I said, 'Fine!' 
" 'How about the trousers?' 
" 'Fit good,' I said. 
" 'And how do the shoes and hat 

fit?' he asked. 
"I told him everything seemed to 

fit perfect. 
"He said, 'Man, you better ask for 

a discharge, you are deformed!' 
"Another thing I get a big kick out 

of here is the Fire Department, which 
is manned by natives who think it a 
great honor. They all wear big fire
man hats and sweaters with large 
numbers on like football players. After 
each fire they go to the beer garden 
and get loaded up. Then they go 
back to the fire station and have a 
band concert. 

"When you go into a store here 
and you want to call attention of a 
clerk, you could holler, "Hey all day 
and they wouldn't pay any attention 
to you, but if you close your teeth 
and go 'pssst,' they wait on you right 
away." 

The thirteen team Auditor Passenger 
Accounts Ladies' Bowling League is 
now going full blast at Twenty Grand 
Recreation each Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
One team, of course, draws a bye 
each week. On October 9 the oddly 
named "No. 2 Daily" (named after 
an obscure branch line train the girls 
located in the time table) captained 
by Hilda Weiser was tied with Ohio 
State Limited with 15 points each. 

Best bowlers at this early point in 
the season were Jeanette Nagel, with 
an average of 145, Frances Racunas 
(Speed-ball) Selden, 144, and Jane 
Bradford, 136. Walter Warren de
serves credit for his tireless efforts in 
organizing and supervising the first 
struggling league. 

M . C . M a s n ' s S o n , J a p P r i s o n e r 

3 Y e a r s , T e l l s o f L i b e r a t i o n 

In a letter to his father, E. C. 
Laycock, New York Central Agent at 
Wyandotte, Mich., Earl Laycock, who 
was a prisoner of the Japanese for 
more than three years from the time 
Corregidor fell, tells how the news 
of final liberation was received by 
him and his half-starved comrades, who 
included 49 British soldiers. 

Young Laycock was held in the 
Philippines until July, 1943, when he 
was transferred to Hanawa, Japan. He 
recently arrived home after flying from 
Guam. 

In starting his letter he wrote, "Not 
having been able to write for so long 
I hardly know what to say or remem
ber how to spell. 

He continued: "On the 16th of 
August, 1945, the Nips issued to us 
the remaining Red Cross supplies, one 
small box for five men. This looked 
suspicious. On the morning of August 
17, we were prepared to go to work 
when the announcement came we did 
not have to do so. On the 19th, the 
Nip commander told our officers the 
war was over. New guards were placed 
who did not bother us at all, which, of 
course, is not in the Japanese manner. 
The men were half hysterical, believ
ing the war was over but having no 
official confirmation. 

"However, on the 20th the Japanese 
camp commander told us the war was 
over and we would be put under the 
authority of our own officers. For 
three nights, I slept only three hours 
a night and was in a state of seeming 
half drunk during this three day 
period, for the thing we had hoped 
for, dreamed of and prayed for, for 
over three long years, had finally come 
to pass. 

"On the night of the 19th I and 
my buddy and shipmate "G" felt so 
sure the war was over we opened a 
very small can holding about two 
ounces of sweetened condensed milk, 
which we had carried with us since 
June, 1942. At that time, we agreed 
to use it only if one of us got very 
sick or if the end of the war came. 
Can you imagine a little can of milk 
being of that much value to us? 

Went Down to 117 Pounds 
"From the 18th we began to receive 

an increase in food until finally we got 
more than we could eat. However, at 
one period during my captivity I was 
down to 117 pounds. 

"Finally, American planes flew over 
and dropped supplies, among which 
was some candy, which tasted won
derful to us. Incidentally, at a nearby 
camp we heard that an Australian of
ficer and an American soldier and a 
Jap pilot had been killed by supplies 
dropped by a B-29. The supplies also 
included a louse powder, which proved 
very effective against the fleas which 
had been giving us hell when we 
tried to sleep. I believe Japan is over
run with these man-eating fleas. 

"On the night of August 24, we 
had a small singsong in the compound. 
It is a wonderful thing to hear and 
see men act and look like men again. 
Something which had been missing 
came back and there was again heart 
in the singing. Only once before in 
this camp had it happened and that 
was last Christmas, primarily with the 
song 'God Bless America.' 

"When we knew we would be free 
I saw something I will never see again 
— men, who were beaten down and 
living and acting like a bunch of ani
mals, suddenly transformed to human 
beings again. The fighting we did in 
the war was a tough proposition, as 
we were so completely overwhelmed 
by great numbers of men and equip
ment but by far our greatest battle 
was to endure the prison camp. 

"On August 29 we raised the Amer
ican and British flag for the first time 
— a wonderful sight to us. 

"Today, August 30, some American 
representatives came into camp the 
first free Americans we had seen since 
Corregidor. Excitement is running high 
and I can hardly write any more. Our 
train pulls out at midnight and I am 
patiently waiting to leave this spot 
where I have spent more than a year 
of the most miserable days of my life. 
I would gladly wipe this portion of 
the earth off the map." 

Earl Laycock, who was a prisoner of 
the Japanese from the fall of Cor

regidor until the war's end. 

D e t r o i t C a m e r a C l u b 

S t a r t s N e w C l a s s e s 
Resuming activities after the sum

mer's lull the N. Y. C. Camera Club 
of Detroit is in the midst of a series 
of classes of instruction for beginners. 

The first darkroom session, at which 
the tray and tank method of film de
velopment was demonstrated, was 
conducted by Howard Hutcheson, of 
the Departmental Accountant's Office, 
and was so well attended that a sec
ond class had to be arranged. Contact 
printing was taught by Wilbert 
Weilert and George Linder of the 
Auditor Passenger Accounts Office. A 
class in enlarging, under the direction 
of Jack Ferguson of the A. P. A. 
Office, will follow. 

Committee appointments announced 
by President Morton Friedman at the 
October meeting were the following: 

Program Committee Chairman, Ed
win Von Wascinski (A. P. A. Office) ; 
Darkroom Director, Howard Hutche
son (Departmental Accountant's 
Office) ; Exhibition Committee Chair
man, Charles Fagin (Departmental 
Accountant's Office), and Membership 
Committee Chairman, Jack Ferguson 
(A. P. A. Office). 

Results of the September 28 shoot
ing session, at which Violette Nowicki 
posed, were examined and criticized. 
Some beautiful and unusually inter
esting Kodachrome slides shot by Reta 
Farley, Louis Nehring and Jack Fer
guson were screened, and the movies 
of Mary Reidell, Edwin Von Was
cinski and George Linder reviewed. 

Autumn, gloriously crisp, cool and 
golden, inevitably drew the photo 
enthusiasts into the open for their 
October shooting session, which was 
held in and around the spacious home 
of Tekla Nowicki in Dearborn. 
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I n s t a l l s N e w O f f i c e r s 
Michigan Central Railroad Post 178, 

American Legion, and its Auxiliary 
held a joint installation of officers in 
the Otsego Hotel, Jackson, Michigan, 
recently. Officers installed were: Com
mander A. E. McVay; First Vice Com
mander Nelson Morris; Second Vice 
Commander Alva Mallory; Adjutant 
Lynn Smith; Chaplain O. J. Schiller; 
Finance Officer John Prehn; Historian 
James McVay and Sergeant at Arms 
Myron Lewis. 

Officers installed for the Auxiliary 
were: President Mrs. Anna Janke; First 
Vice President Mrs. Violet Petit; Sec
ond Vice President Mrs. O. J. Schil
ler ; Secretary Mrs. Lynn Smith; Treas
urer Mrs. Edna Prehn; Chaplain Mrs. 
Alva Mallory and Sergeant at Arms 
Mrs. Opal McVay. 

Walter Kindschey, Zone Commander 
of Adrian acted as installing officer 
of the post, being assisted by Past 
Commander George M. Corbett. Mrs. 
Beulah Barnum installed the Auxiliary 
officers, assisted by Mrs. Ethel Morris, 
Past President. 

A dinner preceded the installation 
and honor guests of the evening in
cluded several World War II veterans. 

greatest improvement in his average 
was W. Strasser. 

S. L. Van Aiken, retired Superinten
dent of Telegraph, journeyed from his 
home in Pennsylvania to be a guest 
at the tournament and banquet and 
renewed old acquaintances. Several em
ployes in the office of Auditor of Dis
bursements who were transferred re
cently from New York also were 
guests. 

Prizes consisting of merchandise or
ders were awarded the Dept. Acct. 
No. 1 team, C. Busselle, Captain, G. 
Garris, N. Nicolay, M. McCann and 
H. Kennedy; to the Mercury and Dept. 
No. 2 teams; to F. Neesley and W. 
Strasser and to the winners in the 
tournament. N. Nicolay was toast-
master. 

With the return of many younger 
men from the Armed Services and the 
greater availability of automobiles and 
gasoline, it is expected that next sea
son several other departments will be 
represented in the League. 

Left to right: A. Winter, Captain, F. Breuckman, F. Metevier, J. Burton and 
S. Pettit. 
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C h i c a g o R a i l 

W o r k e r i s A l s o 

G o s p e l L e a d e r 

Nearly everyone in the Chicago of
fices knows David Tirrito. A member 
of the Custodian's forces, David is 
seen daily carrying out his duties in 
the various offices, working quietly and 
industriously. He doesn't have much 
to say, but flashes a friendly smile to 
all who greet him. 

But, only a few know that David, 
in his spare time, is a Minister of the 
Gospel, having been regularly ordained 
some five years ago. And he follows 
this sparetime activity as industriously 
and faithfully as he does his work for 
the railroad. 

Preaching to two congregations, on 
weekday evenings as well as Sundays, 
takes much of his time and effort, but 
it is all voluntary, as he receives no 
remuneration for his work. On Sundays 
he conducts services at the Church of 
God-Pentecostal, on the South Side in 
Chicago, and weekday nights at a near
by Pentecostal Mission. 

David has two sons. One, Louis, is 
an artilleryman stationed at Fort Bliss, 
Texas, and the other, Sebastian, is at 
home, having received a medical dis
charge from the Army after 15 months' 
service. He has worked for the railroad 
18 years. 

New Nursery Aids Mothers at La Salle Street Station, Chicago 

7 G i b s o n V e t e r a n s 

H o n o r e d a t D i n n e r 
More than 90 employes of the Audi

tor of Freight Accounts office at Gib
son, Ind., attended a dinner party, 
October 2, in honor of four women 
who have completed 20 years of ser
vice and of three men who have 
worked for the Indiana Harbor Belt 
for 25 years. 

Miss Eileen Cavan, Miss Julia Otto, 
Miss Erna Beiderwieden, Mrs. Irma 
Shirley, John C. Peglow, Edward T. 
Bloom and Lloyd L. Abblett, the hon
ored guests, each received a War 
Bond and an autograph album from 
their fellow workers. 

The first get-together of a social 
nature for this group since the war 
ended, the affair was marked by a 
spirit of hilarity, encouraged by the 
toastmaster, Charles A. Bounds, and 
an informal program that featured 
community singing, led by Miss Billie 
Yescitz, accompanied at the piano by 
Mrs. Goldie Krug. 

Miss Yescitz sang several solos and 
Miss Mildred Kimbrough read a poem, 
written by H. C. Petrie pensioned 
Indiana Harbor Belt employe and ded
icated to the guests. 

The committee consisted of the 
Misses Agnes Winkler, Shirley Lewis, 
Kay Liesenfelt and Helen Hilton, and 
Mrs. Vera Conway and Mrs. Eunice 
Kelly. 

For the greater convenience of mothers traveling with babies and small children there has been opened in the LaSalle 
Street Station, Chicago, a nursery in which they may wait comfortably between trains. The nursery, or "infants' lounge," 
is conveniently located on the west side of the huge second floor waiting room, adjacent to the women's rest rooms. The 
nursery is operated by station forces under the management of the New York Central and Rock Island railroads. Furnish
ings, consisting of cribs, tiny beds, miniature chairs and tables and the numerous other supplies essential to the proper 
care of youngsters were provided by the Service Club of Chicago through the Travelers Aid Society of Chicago. Registra
tion of mothers is handled by the Travelers Aid representative in the station. Shown inspecting the nursery are, right, C. 

F. Wiegele, Assistant to Vice President J. L. McKee, and S. W. Bone, Division Passenger Agent. 

B i b l e s O n c e C a r r i e d 

o n L a k e S h o r e T r a i n s 
An unique feature of train travel of 

many years ago was described recently 
in a letter written by Amon F. Runkle 
of Elkhart, Ind., to the editor of the 
Chicago Daily News. The letter told 
of a period between 1872 and 1892 
when each coach of the old Lake Shore 
& Michigan Southern carried a Bible as 
part of its regular equipment. Mr. 
Runkle's letter reads in part: 

"In 1871 a Mr. Charles Paine, gen
eral manager of the old Lake Shore, 
lived in Chicago and he and his family 
escaped the big fire with only their 
lives and the clothes they wore. 

"Several days later, the "boys" of 
the old Lake Shore subscribed $5,000 
and the committee met Mr. Paine and 
presented him with this donation. Mr. 
Paine would not accept this, but ap
preciated the effort. The committee 
was then at a loss to know just what 
to do with this money. After several 
days it was decided to give it to the 
Cleveland Bible Society, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

"In return this society received per
mission from the railroad company, 
and in 1872 each coach on the old 
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Rail
way was equipped with a neat rack 
and a Bible. This custom remained un
til in 1892 when it is said that the 
Bibles began to disappear, and no other 
railroad has ever been known to have 
adopted this system. 

"On the 29th of April, 1895, one of 
these Bibles was found in the old 
telegraph office here in Elkhart, by a 
Will Ziesel, who was the telegraph 
operator." 

Big F o u r F i r e m a n , W i t h M u l t i p l e J o b s , Is B u s i e s t N.Y.C. M a n 

Ch icago Girl Resigns 
to G o to University 

Miss Alice M. Dowling, Secretary 
to the Division and District Passenger 
Agents, Chicago, resigned September 
27 to enter the University of Illinois. 
Miss Dowling, formerly a student of 
Mundelein College, Mundelein, Illi
nois, started as a clerk in the Reser
vation Information Bureau July 1, 
1942. She was advanced to the posi
tion of secretary November 1, 1943. 

Gibson Man Returns 
The Office of Auditor Freight Ac

counts, Gibson, Ind., reports: 
The first real proof of peace again, 

at Gibson, was the return of Lieut. 
"Bill" Gallagher. He served on many 
missions in the European Theatre as 
a pilot of a Flying Fortress, and is 
now back at his old job as a clerk in 
the Agent's Office. 

A recent visitor to the office was 
Sergt. Charles J. Mund, who was 
home on furlough, after serving sev
eral months in Germany. 

Another happy homecoming was 
that of Pvt. Dell DeRolf, of the 
Marine Corps, who is the son of 
George DeRolf, clerk in this office. 
Dell was a Japanese prisoner for 
over three years, and was reported miss
ing for several months before his 
liberation, soon after V-J Day. 

Wilbur Cross pictured in two of his many roles as a worker: At right as a 
locomotive fireman and, above, as a school teacher. 

G o e s to Pacific 
Private Louis H. Grounds, son of 

W. H. Grounds, City Freight Agent, 
Chicago, who has been home on a 
fifteen-day furlough after having his 
basic training at Camp Hood, Texas, 
left Chicago July 11 for Ft. Riley, 
Kan., where he will finish his train
ing before leaving for overseas duty 
in the southwest Pacific. 

Trains for Submarines 
Quartermaster Third Class William 

Davies, son of W. O. Davies, Assist
ant Chief Clerk, General Freight Of
fice, Chicago, was home on leave re
cently. He has served two years in the 
Pacific on a Destroyer Escort, and 
wears four combat stars. He has vol
unteered for submarine duty and is 
now training at New London, Conn. 

COME of the workers around the 
country who are hollering for five 

and six hour days should pause and 
take a look at Wilbur Cross, employed 
as a temporary fireman in the New 
York Central's Sharonville, Ohio, 
Yards. He's really a busy man. 

Cross, who is 35 years and appar
ently healthy in every unit of his 215 
pounds, seems to thrive on his extra
ordinary personal schedule of 18 or 20 
hours a day. In addition to working 
as a locomotive fireman for eight 
hours, four or five nights a week, from 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m., he teaches high 
school geography, history and Spanish, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., operates a 
"Latin-American Outlet" which dis
tributes Spanish, Portuguese and 
French newspapers to thousands of 
student subscribers in numerous states; 
publishes a book called "Let's Talk 
Spanish," by Dr. C. M. Hutchings 
of the University of Cincinnati; 
coaches basketball and baseball teams 
at a Sharonville elementary school; 
amuses himself with his hobby of 
movie photography; attends an occa
sional lodge meeting and when there 
is enough time left sleeps and, nat
urally, as his weight indicates, eats 

zestfully. He finds recreation in shift
ing from job to job. 

Thus, he is a teacher, a railroad 
fireman, a business man, a sports 
coach, a publisher, a hobbyist and 
lodge member, thereby contriving to 
assemble in his own life in one week 
most of the activities that would keep 
several other men reasonably busy. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
Cincinnati. 

He plans to give up his railroad job 
soon to make way for a returning 
veteran. Some lad! 

B u y Vic tory B o n d s 

o n 

P a y r o l l D e d u c t i o n s 

Erie Conduc tor 
Dies of Polio a t 26 

John L. Pruner, 26, Extra Erie 
Division Conductor, son of C. J. 
Pruner, Car and Engine House Fore
man at Dunkirk, N. Y., died Sep
tember 2 of poliomyelitis. He was 
stricken on the train between Buffalo 
and Erie, August 30, but worked train 
E4 back August 31, as far as Silver 
Creek, N. Y., where he was taken 
home and then to a hospital. He died 
the next day. His wife, a daughter 
four and one-half years old, and a 
son, 11 months old, survive him. 

Ohio Telegrapher 
G e t s Gold Pass 

Richard S. Doughty, Telegrapher at 
Marysville, Ohio, who entered the 
service September 15, 1895, completed 
50 years service September 15, and 
was presented with a Gold Pass signed 
by President Metzman. 

Worked for 54 Years 
William C. Emerich, Erie Division 

Train Dispatcher, who retired Octo
ber 1, after almost 55 years of service, 
was presented with a Kodak by Super
intendent G. H. Jedele, on behalf of 
fellow employes. 

M. Emerich entered the service at 
Collinwood as a bill carrier Novem
ber 1, 1890. At various times he was 
stationed in Cleveland, Dunkirk and 
Buffalo. 

Gibson Pair W e d 
Mrs. Emma Rowne, Clerk, Gibson, 

and William Guse, Yard Clerk at 
Gibson, were married September 4. 

I. H. B. Man Returns 
Albert Zirwes, a former clerk in the 

Auditor's office, I.H.B.-C.R.&L, Chi
cago, has been honorably discharged 
from the Army and has returned to 
work. He is a veteran of the African 
and Italian campaigns. 


