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A M e s s a g e f r o m 

P r e s i d e n t M e t z m a n 

November 1, 1945 

To the Men and Women of the New York Central System 

I T IS with a feeling of deep gratitude that we all welcome the return 
home of millions of our fellow Americans in the Armed Services. We 

are reminded, however, by the United States Treasury Department that 
the huge expenditures for war did not cease with the capitulation of 
our enemies — that the cost of the war in dollars will continue for some 
time to come. 

A substantial Army and Navy must be maintained until order is 
restored throughout the world. Occupation forces must be kept over­
seas; men and women in uniform must be brought home; the wounded 
must be rehabilitated; provision must be made for mustering-out pay, 
veterans' benefits, and for many other war bills that still must be paid. 

New York Central men and women have made a splendid con­
tribution to victory in maintaining essential rail transportation. They 
have shown a fine patriotic spirit in many other ways, including the 
purchase of War Bonds. With the slogan "Let's Finish the Job," the 
Government now asks each one of us to purchase all the Bonds we 
can in support of the current Victory Loan Drive. 

For its part, the Company, which is making a substantial purchase 
of Government Bonds in this Drive, is very glad to comply with the 
request of the Association of General Chairmen of the Standard Rail­
road Labor Organizations that we again cooperate with them in an 
intensive canvass of all New York Central men and women, seeking their 
fullest possible participation in response to the Government's appeal. 

Our fighting men have finished their job; let's finish ours! 
Sincerely yours, 

P a y r o l l P l a n A v a i l a b l e f o r 

V i c t o r y W a r L o a n P u r c h a s e s 

T h e r e ' s S t i l l a J o b t o D o ! 

A l l P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S h o u l d B e S e l f S u p p o r t i n g , 

M r . M e t z m a n T e l l s S h i p p e r s 

G. Met2man, President, New York Central System, speaking 
before the Traffic Club of New York and the Atlantic States Shippers 
Advisory Board, in the Biltmore Hotel, New York, urged that the 
solution of America's Number One Transportation Problem be 
sought cooperatively, based upon full understanding of all the facts. 
He said: 

O n t h e M i s s o u r i S u r r e n d e r D a y 

"Because I think shippers' organ­
izations represent an outstanding ex­
ample of successful cooperation in 
solving wartime transportation prob­
lems, I am calling upon you today 
for help in solving what I feel is 
America's No. 1 peacetime transpor­
tation problem. 

"Transportation teamwork reached a 
new high during World War II. 
There was close cooperation between 
the Armed Services, the civilian agencies 
of government, the carriers and the 
shippers of this country. As a result, 
transportation has been furnished when 
and where needed. 

(Concluded on page nine) 

W a n t s Ice Cream 
Seaman 1/c Don Russell, furloughed 

Assistant Maintainer at Stanley In­
terlocking, is now in the Hawaiian 
Islands in submarine school and re­
ports that he is getting plenty of sun­
burn, but no ice cream, much to his 
sorrow. He hopes to be back soon. 

Seaman 1/c Kenneth K. Kopp, 23, 
a furloughed locomotive fireman of 
Youngstown, Ohio, was one of those 
who witnessed the signing of the his­
toric Japanese surrender, on the U.S.S. 
Missouri. 

Kopp, who enlisted in September, 
1942, has been serving on the Mis­
souri as a gunner since it was com­
missioned June 11, 1944. 

In a letter received recently he 
wrote that on August 15, the day 

of the official surrender, the Missouri's 
planes patrolling the air were recalled 
at once when the news arrived. Later, 
it and other ships broke out battle 
flags and ensigns and blew whistles. 

Kopp's first assignment was on the 
battleship Nevada. He participated in 
Naval action against Germany and 
Italy with the Atlantic fleet and later, 
on the Missouri, saw action off Japan. 

He is the son of Engineman J. L. 
Kopp. 

6 0 0 1 In S e r v i c e , 2 4 O t h e r s o n t h e W a y 

Husband and Wife 
To Retire Same Day 

A family retirement, consum­
mating 88 years of service with the 
New York Central, will take place 
November 14 when Mr. and Mrs. 
George W. Backus leave their posi­
tions as Station Agent and Teleg­
rapher, respectively, on the St. 
Lawrence Division. 

Mr. Backus, 69, was the first to 
enter service as Agent at Jayville, 
N. Y., in 1899. While there he was 
one of the school trustees and em­
ployed Miss Pina Mae Seelye as 
readier. She became interested in 
telegraphy and Mr. Backus taught 
her to become an expert operator, 
with the result that she became 
Mrs. Backus in 1901 and an em­
ploye of the Central in 1902. 

Mr. Backus is Agent at Canton 
and Mrs. Backus, now 66, is Teleg­
rapher at nearby Eben. They live 
at One West, Canton, N. Y. 

THE Victory Loan Drive of the 
United States Treasury De­

partment, which opened October 
29, will continue until December 8. 

The plan for the purchase of 
Bonds through regular payroll 
deductions, in amounts suited to 
the purchaser's convenience, which 
has been available to all New York 
Central personnel for the purchase 
of Series E Savings Bonds since 
July, 1941, will be continued. 

This plan has the full endorsement 
of both the general chairmen of the 
employe organizations and of the man­
agement. Through this plan, during the 
war, many employes already have 
attained a sizeable nest egg for future 
emergency use. 

However, in other industries the pur­
chase of Bonds under the Payroll 
Deduction Plan is of considerably 
higher volume than in the railroad in­
dustry, both as to percentage of pur­
chases and percentage of their compen­
sation applied to such purchases. In the 
7th War Loan Drive, on the basis of 
per capita sales, employes of the New 
York Central System, as a group, stood 
26 in a list of 28 railroads having more 
than 15,000 employes. One of the fac­
tors producing this result was that the 
Treasury Department recognized only 
purchases under the Payroll Deduction 
plan. 

While the Treasury still prefers the 
use of the Payroll Deduction Plan, dur­
ing the present Victory War Loan cam­
paign, purchasers of Series E bonds for 
cash at banks, post offices and else­
where, will be recognized as estab­
lishing employe participation in the 
Central campaign, when the purchases 
are properly authenticated. 

Employes making such cash pur­
chases outside the Payroll Deduction 
Plan simply have to file a new form 
AD-151, giving the actual serial num­
ber of Bond or Bonds purchased to 
have the purchase credited to New 
York Central employes as a group. This 
credit will not diminish the credit given 
locally in communities for such pur­
chases. 

A joint committee of employe repre­
sentatives and of management is under­
taking a personal solcitation of every 
employe in the service to remind him 
of his responsibility in supporting the 
campaign. 

In addition to the popular Series E, 
$25 par value Bonds, and the various 
Bonds of larger denomination sold in 
previous campaigns, there is offered for 
the Victory War Loan a new $200 
Bond called the Roosevelt Bond. This 
may be purchased on the same basis as 
other Bonds, through payroll deduction. 

Solicitation for the purchase of Vic­
tory Bonds is being based not only on 
the fact that huge, continuing military 
expenses make such purchases, so far 
as one's means permit, a patriotic duty 
but also on the fact that nowhere is 
there offered, on such convenient terms, 
a better investment as a means of 
setting up and maintaining a personal 
savings fund. The E Bonds, over their 
10-year life, will continue to pay four 
dollars for every three invested. Behind 
every Bond sold is an investment safety 
factor that can be found nowhere else. 

The pending reduction in income 
taxes, it is believed, will afford many 
employes an opportunity to put at least 
part of such funds that are thus avail­
able into purchase of Victory Bonds. 

The second Niagara type locomotive, 
similar in fundamental design to the 
original experimental Niagara, which 
was delivered to the Central last 
March, was received last month and 
will be quickly followed by two dozen 

others of the same series. On Octo­
ber 16, this 6000 horsepower locomo­
tive, which weighs 448 tons loaded and 
is 115 feet long, was pulled by four 
New York models at Harmon, N. Y. 
This demonstration was made to illus-

trate the effect of the use of Timken 
roller bearings on this locomotive and 
will be used in a film to be shown in 
11,000 theaters under the sponsorship 
of the roller bearing industry. Pathe 
Newsreel also filmed the scene. 

Land and Tax Change 
Herbert W. Johnson, Land & Tax 

Agent, Utica, recently was transferred 
to the Buffalo office. He has been suc­
ceeded in Utica by George D. Clothier. 


