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Pride of the Rails Appears in New Form 

This picture of the new Twentieth Century Limited was taken as the famous train passed Breakneck Mountain along the 
Hudson River. Pictures of the Century inaugurals will be found on Page 2. 

New 20th Centuries Greeted 
With Impressive Ceremonies; 
Eisenhower Lauds Railroads 

In simultaneous ceremonies in N e w Y o r k and Chicago, the N e w Y o r k 
Central on September 15 formally inaugurated its twin new, $2,000,000-
apiece Twentieth Century Limited trains. 

The dual programs, taking place in the two metropolises which the Cen
turies link, climaxed years of planning and intensive work directed towards 
creating a new train that would "out-Century the Century." 

Leaders from several walks of life were present in the two cities as guests 
of the N e w Y o r k Central System at the ceremonies. Radio networks and tele
vision stations portrayed the scenes to wide audiences. Batteries of newspaper 
reporters, photographers, and newsreel cameramen covered the "story of the 
Century" in both cities. Accounts of the simultaneous events fol low: 

Let's Know the Facts-

Tax on Fares Should End 
-Another in a Series by G. Metzman, President 

D U R I N G the war, a great many economic restrictions were placed 
on business in order to accomplish necessary ends. N o one 

objected to most of these measures, because they were needed at the 
time. W i t h the end of the war, -however, people were anxious to have 
removed all restrictions which were no longer essential. M u c h progress 
has been made in freeing our economy from its war-born encumbrances 
as the justification for them ceased, but I would like to call attention 
in this article to one wartime burden which, without good reason, 
still plagues our country's railroads and the passengers they serve. 
I refer to the 15 per cent Federal tax on railroad transportation which was imposed as an emergency wartime measure but is still 

with us. three years after the end of hostilities. This tax, which is 
virtually the only non-luxury wartime tax that has not been abolished 
or at least reduced, works a twofold hardship. First, it hurts the 
traveling public; second, it hurts the railroads, and through them the 
entire American economy. 

Injustice of Tax Apparent 
The injustice of this levy is more apparent when one considers the 

main reason for which it was originally imposed. The chief purpose 
of the tax was not to secure revenue, but rather to discourage unneces
sary travel at a time when all the railroads' passenger facilities were 
needed for military movements and essential civilian trips connected 
with the war effort. A t the time there was justification for such a 
measure. But now, when the railroads have expanded their capacities 
to accommodate passengers, and have invested huge sums of money 
in order to attract more business, it is certainly unreasonable to put 
restrictions in the way of people who wish to avail themselves of 
the railroads' services. 

Twice since war's end the railroads have found themselves forced 
by rising costs of operation to ask the Interstate Commerce Commis
sion for authority to increase passenger rates. Despite the realizati©n 
that by so doing they might turn away some prospective customers, 
the railroads had no alternative but to charge more for the services 
they sell. Increases in wages and in the costs of equipment and 
materials made their action necessary. 

Passengers Would Benefit 
The greater part of these fare increases, occasioned by the rising 

spiral of prices and adding nothing to railroad profits, could be 
cancelled out for the benefit of passengers if the wartime tax were 
repealed. This would mean an appreciable saving to rail travelers, 
since the 15 per cent tax applies to all fares (except commutation) 
including Pullman room, berth and seat accommodations. 

To us as railroaders, the tax is a direct hardship in many ways. 
First, by making the eventual price of our product artificially high, it 
hurts our chances of attracting business, and, as we know, only by 
selling our services to customers can we give ourselves real job 
insurance. 

Furthermore, the government's addition of 15 per cent to the cost 
of every rail trip damages our relations with the public. Most travelers, 
when they buy their tickets, don't pay heed to the fact that more 
than one-eighth of the money they pay goes directly into the U . S. 
Treasury (not to speak, of course, of the percentage of the remainder 
which w i l l eventually find its way into one or another of the railroad's 
many tax b i l l s ) . In most cases the traveler blames us. W e don't even 
get credit, in fact, for serving without charge as a tax-collecting agency 

{Concluded on Page 12) 

Hit Shows Chosen 

For First Weeks 

Of Railroad Hour' 
Further details have been announced 

in the past few weeks regarding the 
"Railroad H o u r , " new radio program 
to be sponsored by the railroads of the 
country through the Association of 
American Railroads. 

Productions to be featured on the 
first three presentations of the show 
have been announced. The premiere 
program, on October 4, w i l l star Dinah 
Shore, Jane Powell and the show's 

I N N E W Y O R K : 

In N e w York , General Dwight D . 
Eisenhower addressed a crowd of sev
eral hundred invited guests at a track-
side ceremony in Grand Central Ter
minal. H e cited the Century as a 
symbol of the "forward-looking atti
tude, daring, and vision that have 
characterized our country and its peo
ple in all their undertakings." 

General Eisenhower also paid trib
ute to "the loyal and efficient service 
rendered by the railroad men in the 
Transportation Corps" during W o r l d 
W a r II. He said that "frequently the 
time table of our offensives was writ
ten by these railroad men turned 
soldiers." 

Recounting the part of the railroads 
in moving supplies and materials of 
war during the recent conflict, he said, 
"I'm proud to pay a soldier's tribute to the men and women - all of them -

in the industry that made possible the 
new 20th Century." 

Gordon MacRae 

week-to-week host and master of cere
monies, Gordon MacRae, in the popu
lar " G o o d News . " 

The fol lowing week, the Railroad 
Hour w i l l bring its listeners "Anything 
Goes," with Margaret W h i t i n g , Victor 
Moore, and M r . MacRae. O n October 
18, Rise Stevens w i l l join M r . MacRae 
to bring "The Cat and the Fiddle" be
fore the railroad microphone. 

The weekly show, which w i l l feature 
musical comedies and operettas, w i l l 
be aired over the American Broadcast
ing Company network each Monday 
from 8:00 to 8:45 P . M . , Eastern Stand
ard Time (7:00 to 7:45, Central Stand
ard T i m e ) , beginning October 4. 

Chicago Fair Closes 
The Chicago Railroad Fair closed 

its doors Sunday night, October 3. 
Spectacularly successful in its at

tempt to dramatize the railroad story, 
the Fair welcomed nearly two and one-
half mi l l ion people during its rela
tively short season opening on July 20. 

Originally scheduled to end on Sep
tember 6, the Fair was continued al
most another month in order to ac
commodate the great number of people, 
far beyond first expectations, who had 
indicated their desire* to see the giant 
display. More than 60 per cent of all 
visitors to the Fair came from areas 
considerably removed from Chicago. 

Directors Present 

Directors and officials of the Central 
and affiliated companies, business and 
industrial leaders, and labor organi
zation officials attended the event, 
which took place on a specially con
structed platform at Track 30, where 
the sleek, streamlined cars of the new 
train were in place. The Diesel loco
motive which powers the Century was 
on the track opposite. 

President G . Metzman of the Cen
tral introduced the speakers at the 
ceremony, after first paying tribute to 
all those who have made the Century 
the famous train it is and to those 
who had a part in the creation of its 
new version. 

Mayor W i l l i a m O'Dwyer of N e w 
York cited the Century's importance 
during the past 46 years as "a lifeline 
between N e w Y o r k and Chicago." 

Share Pride 

" W e in N e w Y o r k have always 
been proud of the Century," Mayor 
O'Dwyer said, "and we now share a 
pride in the new form in which it 
appears." O n behalf of the people of 
N e w Y o r k City, he congratulated the 
N e w Y o r k Central "and the entire 
railroad industry upon this example 
of high standards of achievement and 
progress." 

Beatrice L i l l i e , world-beloved co
medienne, " d i d the honors" by smash
ing across the end of the Century's ob
servation car a specially prepared 
bottle containing a blend of water 
taken from the Hudson and Mohawk 
Rivers, Lake Erie, and Lake M i c h i 
gan, the water bodies which gave the 
Water Level Route its name. 

Champ Carry, President of the P u l l 
man-Standard Car Manufacturing Co., 
the firm which built the new Cen
turies, was present at the ceremony. 

Entertain at Luncheon 

Following the inaugural, President 
and Mrs . Metzman entertained a num
ber of guests, including those who took 
part in the ceremony, at a luncheon 
given in diners of the new train. 

O n September 14, the day before the 
inaugural, over 100 representatives of 
newspapers, magazines, radio stations, 

(Concluded on Page 12) 

I N C H I C A G O : 

Chicagoans gave the new Twentieth 
Century Limited an enthusiastic wel
come. As in N e w York , the event was 
marked by a three-day program, f o m 
September 14 to 16, inclusive, prior to 
the first run of the new train on Sep
tember 17. 

First, in order of time, was a press 
run from Chicago to South Bend, Ind., 
and return, in which some 60 mem
bers of the staffs of the Chicago daily 
newspapers, radio stations, leading 
magazines and a number of important 
weekly papers participated. 

O n the following day, the inaugural 
ceremony took place in La Salle Street 
Station, followed by a luncheon on the 
Century with J . J . Brinkworth. V ice 
President. Chicago, acting as host to 
a group of business and civic leaders of Chicago, heads of national railroad 

labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s , government offi-
cials, and their wives. 

Governor Speaks 

In the ceremony which preceded the 
luncheon, L . W . Horning, Vice Presi
dent, Personnel and Public Relations, 
as master of ceremonies, opened the 
program and, after a brief address, in
troduced M r . Brinkworth, who officially 
welcomed the assembled guests. 

M r . Brinkworth then introduced 
Governor Dwight Green of Illinois, 
who made the principal address of the 
day. He was followed by M r s . Green, 
who broke across the end of the ob
servation car a bottle containing a mix
ture of waters taken from the Hudson 
and Mohawk Rivers, Lake Erie and 
Lake Michigan, symbolic of the Water 
Level Route. 

Earlier in the program M r . Horning 
had read a message from Chicago's 
Mayor Mart in Kennelly, who was pre
vented by important civic matters from 
being present in person. 

The program was broadcast over 
Chicago radio station W I N D , and 
newsreels were taken by television sta
tions for delayed broadcast. The 
W G N - T V program was seen the fol
lowing evening, and the W E N R - T V 
television broadcast was a part of the 
inaugural program for that station, 
which opened as Chicago's newest tel
evision outlet on September 17. 

Program Televised 

The American Television Institute of 
Chicago covered the inaugural program 
with live cameras which projected the 
proceedings to television sets placed in 
the main concourse of the station. 

Other radio programs participating 
in the ceremony through interview pro
grams included Bob Elson, W J J D , who 
interviewed Governor Green, M r . 
Brinkworth, M r . Horning, and others; 
the "Breakfast C l u b " on W C F L , with 
Century Steward Tom O'Grady ; " W e l 
come Travelers" on W L S with Century 
Barber Frank First; June Baker, W G N , 
with Chef M i l o Pavik; and W A A F , 
which presented M r . Brinkworth with 
a 15-minute interview in which the out
standing features of the Century were 
explained. 

O n September 16 the Century was on 
display for the benefit of the public. 
Over 12,000 people streamed through 
the gates to view it. 



Central Headlight October, 1948 

Pictures Show Highlights of Century Inaugurals in New York and Chicago 

1. President Metzman and 
Comedienne Beatrice Lillie 
chat about the new Century 
during the broadcast of cere
monies marking its in
augural in Grand Central 
Terminal. 

2. Part of the crowd of 
Central directors and of
ficials, business and labor or
ganization leaders who 
gathered to mark the initia
tion of the new 20th Cen
tury. At extreme left behind 
microphones is Mayor Wil
liam O'Dwyer of New York 
City, one of the speakers. 

3. Gen. Dwight D . Eisen
hower addressing the crowd 
at trackside, as well as radio 
network and station audi
ences. He praised the rail
roads' performance during 
the recent war. 

4. Miss Lillie ready to 
"do the honors" with a 
specially prepared "Water 
Level" bottle. It contained a 
blend taken from Lakes 
Michigan and Erie, and the 
Hudson and Mohawk Rivers. 

5. Champ Carry, Presi
dent of the Pullman-Stand
ard Car Manufacturing Co., 
Gen. Eisenhower, Mayor 
O'Dwyer, and President 
Metzman exchange greetings 
before the inaugural pro
gram. 

1. Railway labor officers 
and N Y C officials at Chi
cago ceremony. L. to R., 
John Casselman, Vice Pres., 
Intl. Bro. of Firemen and 
Oilers; Arthur P. Smith, 
Vice Pres., Intl. Bro. of 
Boilermakers, Iron Ship 
Builders and Helpers of 
America; Willard S. Town-
send, Pres., United Trans
port Service Employes of 
America; Fred N . Aten, 
Pres., Ry. Employes' Dept., 
A . F . L . ; A . F. Whitney, Pres., 
Bro. of R.R. Trainmen; G . 
E. Brown, Vice Pres., Dining 
Car Employes Union; G . 
M . Harrison, Pres., Bro. of 
Ry. and Steamship Clerks; 
G . Wright, Vice Pres., Intl. 
Bro. of Firemen and Oilers; 
J . M . Burns, Secy.-Treas., 
Ry. Employes' Dept., A . F . L . ; 
G . E. Leighty, Pres., Order 
of R.R. Telegraphers; L. W . 
Horning, Vice Pres., Person
nel and Public Relations. 
N Y C ; T . C. Carroll, Presi
dent, Bro. of Maintenance 
of Way Employes; A . John
ston. Grand Chief Engineer, 
Bro. of Locomotive Engi
neers; M . McClymont, Vice 
Pres., Intl. Bro. of Black
smiths; O . H . Braese. Pres~ 
American Train Dispatchers 
Assn.; J . Pelkofer, Pres.. 
Intl. Bro. of Blacksmiths: J. 
J. Brinkworth, Vice Pres.. 
N Y C ; E. Weisner. Vice 
Pres., Intl. Assn. of Machin
ists; D . B. Robertson, Pres., 
Bro. of Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen; I. Barney, 
Pres., Bro. of Ry. Carmen of 
America; J . P. Tahney, 
Grand Pres., American Ry. 
Supervisors Assn., Inc. 

2. Governor Green. 
3. Mrs. Green breaks in

augural bottle as Governor 
Green looks on, 

4. Vice Pres. Horning. 
5. Mrs. Green and Vice 

Pres. Brinkworth. 
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Many New Enrollments Are Expected 

For Mail Course in Public Relations 
W i t h autumn arriving, enrollments 

in the Public Relations Correspondence 
Course for N e w Y o r k Central em
ployes are expected to spurt again. 
The reception accorded the course by 
those who have taken it since it was 
first offered last February, indicates 
that response in the future w i l l be even 
more enthusiastic than in the past. 
Over 6,000 have already completed the 
course. 

Conference Classes 

The conference classes in Public Re
lations, which have over a number of 
years attracted more than 50,000 Cen
tral employes, w i l l again be held this 
year. A t most points they were sus
pended during the summer months 
and are resuming this fa l l . The Cor
respondence Course is intended for 
persons who, because of their working 
schedules or other reasons, are unable 
to attend the conference classes. Also, 
many conference class graduates have 
enrolled in the Correspondence Course 
as a sort of "post-graduate" work in 
Public Relations. 

A number of letters from employes 
taking the course testify to the hearty 
approval with which it has been met 
in all quarters. 

What Some Said 

"The Fourth Section especially 
should be read by every employe. It 
presents a lot of benefits which em
ployes receive from the N e w Y o r k 
Central System and would not get from 
any other concern," wrote Nel le M . 
Warner, Steno-clerk in the Passenger 
Traffic Department, Toledo. 

"The knowledge gained in the 
course was well worth the time and 
effort," wrote Car Inspector Alexander 
St. Louis of West Springfield, Mass. 

"The course seems to be as enjoy
able as it is informative," said Brake
man T . Fitzpatrick of the Buffalo D i 
vision. 

"I am sure the many thousands of 
participants will agree that it will 
prove beneficial in the days and years 
to come," was the comment of James F. Scott, Chief Clerk, Freight Traffic Department, Peoria, Ill. 

A l l the individual employe has to 
do to start the course is notify his 
supervisor that he wishes to enroll. 
The Personnel Department in N e w 
Y o r k mails the four installments of 
the course to the employe's home, one 
at a time, sending a new one as soon 
as the " q u i z " concluding the preceding 
one has been filled out and submitted 
by the employe. 

A certificate is awarded to every one 
scoring an average of 75 per cent or 
better for the course. Successful com
pletion is entered on the individual 
employe's service record. 

New Car Additions 

Double Figure 

Of a Year Ago 
Class I railroads and railroad-owned 

and controlled private refrigerator car 
companies put 69,083 new freight cars 
in service in the first eight months of 
1948, compared with 31,390 in the 
same period in 1947. In the month of 
August, 1948, the railroads installed 
10,191 new freight cars, the largest 
number for any month since A p r i l , 
1942. In August last year, 5,216 new 
freight cars were put in service. These 
figures are from the Association of 
American Railroads. 

A l l railroads and private carlines had 
117,815 new freight cars on order as 
of September 1. The number on or
der on September 1, 1947, was 113,680. 

Class I railroads also had 1,626 lo
comotives on order on September 1 
this year, compared with 851 on order 
on September 1, 1947. The number 
for which orders had been placed on 
September 1, 1948. included 116 steam 
and 1,510 Diesel locomotives, com
pared with 40 steam, four electric and 
807 Diesels one year ago. 

The supervisory forces of the Maintenance of 
W a y Departments of the Indiana Harbor Belt 
and the Chicago River and Indiana tried some
thing new at their last meeting. For the first time 
the supervisory forces of the two lines met at one 
gathering, and, because of warm weather, the 
meeting was held out of doors at Riverview Park, 
near Blue Island, Ill. Other firsts were a couple 
of concertina players, a fine lunch, and a ball game. 
Results: a thoroughly enjoyable and, at the same 
time, successfully productive meeting. Shown in 
picture are, left to right, first row: F. Wagner, 

J . Esposito, G . S p i z z i r r i , P. Ferrera, J . Pumilia, 
A . Mangiaracina, J. Crumpley, S. Spizzirri, J. 
Maniscalco, M . Sacca, J. Nicosia, D . DiGange, 
J. Mangiaracina and F. Lemke. Second row: T. 
Premetz, T . Bertucci, R. Mayer, T . Police, J. 
Sutherland, L . Selvaggio, L . Bartosz, L . Chiappetta, 
J . Sacco, J . Reale and F. Frederick. T h i r d row: 
R. DeWit t , E. Isler, W . Woods, O . Cloud, H . 
Kors, H . Adlers, T . Denton, J . Sitarz, J . Seno and 
S. Serio. Rear: R. Muenich, C. Cundari, W . Des
mond, F. Hess, W . McGrath , C. Smith, F. Pulice, 
R. Rex and J . Presto. 

*T have enjoyed the course very 
much and have found it very instruc
tive," wrote A . E. Homman, Agent 
Operator at Pleasantville, O . "I hope 
every employe takes advantage of it, 
as it makes us feel that The Central 
is O U R railroad." 

Another feature of the course which 
has been hailed by many is the fact 
that the four installments provide a 
handy reference book of notes, to 
which they can turn from time to time 
in "brushing u p " on the material they 
have covered. 

Detroit Wedding 
James Wisniewski , Accounting Clerk 

in the District Station Accounting Bu
reau, was married Saturday, September 
11, to Miss Stephanie Krol ikiewicz, in 
St. Thomas Church, Detroit, in the 
presence of 250 guests, more than half 
of them fellow workers of " J immie." 
The couple honeymooned in N e w Y o r k 
City. 

Bowlers in Action 

In Cleveland Leagues 
T w o bowling leagues sponsored by 

the N e w Y o r k Central Railroad Y . M . 
C . A . at Cleveland are in action again 
this season. Both circuits roll on the 
alleys of the Slovenian Workingmen's 
Home. 

The Industrial League has elected of
ficers for the season. Charles Wise of 
the W o o d M i l l , Coll inwood, has been 
elected President; and Carl Auguston, 
who did a splendid job last year, has 
been returned as Treasurer. The league 
w i l l carry eight teams as it has done i n 
the past. 

Both the Industrial League and the 
Monday Night League have been go
ing for several years and are highly 
rated for their fine play and sports
manship. 

Several of the members of the 
League have bowled in the National 
RR Bowling Congress events in pre
vious seasons and have turned i n 
creditable showings in that competition. 

Grand Square Club 

Convenes in Jackson 
More than 300 members of the N e w 

Y o r k Central System Grand Square 
club, a railroad order of Masonic mem
bers, in their 26th annual convention 
in Jackson, M i c h . , Saturday, September 
11, elected P. F. Doeringer of Albany, 
N . Y . , their new president. He suc
ceeds G . M . Anderson of Jackson. M r . 
Anderson was chosen secretary-treas
urer. 

Other officers elected were: First 
vice president, G . R. Bailey, Detroit ; 
second vice president, C . A . V a n 
Antwerp, Syracuse. N . Y . ; third vice 
president, Carl Schmidt, Lyndhurst, 
O h i o ; fourth vice president J . D . 
Buerger, Rochester, N.Y.; fifth vice 
president. H . A . Coughenour, Chicago; 
sixth vice president. George Owen, 
New York Ci ty ; seventh vice president, 
E. P. Greenleese, Maumee, O h i o ; 
eighth vice president, Charles New
berry, Buffalo, N . Y . ; ninth vice presi
dent, Ralph Bronson, Elkhart, Ind. ; 
tenth vice president, Clyde M c C o o l , 
Harmon, N . Y . ; eleventh vice presi
dent, Earl N . Kottenbrook, Cincinnati, 
O h i o ; twelfth vice president, Glenn 
Frazee, Indianapolis, Ind. ; thirteenth 
vice president, Robert K . Wohlgemuth, 
Jackson, M i c h . Charles T . Fisher of 
Indianapolis acted as proxy for M r . 
Kottenbrook. 

Most of the delegates were accom
panied by their wives. Fol lowing a 
business session Saturday morning and 
luncheon, they were taken on a con
ducted tour of the city in ten chartered 
Jackson City Lines buses. 

The annual banquet was held Sat
urday evening in the Hotel Hayes ball
room, featured by a floor show in 
which Eddie Hudson, member of the 
Rock Island Square club, performed 
feats of magic. The Tonsil Benders, 
Jackson barber shop quartet, sang 
several selections. Dancing followed 
the dinner. 

Representatives of 14 member clubs 
from many points on the N e w York 
Central system attended the annual af
fair. 

P.&L.E. Legion Chooses 

Officers for Next Year 
Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad 

Post N o . 557, American Legion has 
elected officers for the coming year. 
E . R. Sims, Sr., General Yardmaster 
Pittsburgh General Yards, P . & L . E . 
was elected for the post of Commander. 

D u r i n g W o r l d W a r II, M r . Sims 
served as a First Lieutenant with the 
718th Railway Operating Battalion, 
Transportation Corps. 

J . G . Kaschuck, of the Stores De 
partment, was elected first vice com
mander with George F. Laepple, a 
W o r l d W a r II veteran, as second vice 
commander. 

was elected Finance Officer. 
M r . Sims has announced the appoint

ment of M . E. Mul len , Chief Clerk in 
Pittsburgh General Yard Office, as 
Adjutant of Post 557. M r . Mul len , a 
veteran of W o r l d W a r I, served in 
France with the Transportation Corps 
of that era, after having been trans
ferred from the 80th Div is ion . 

MISS LUCILLE MILLER, Reception
ist in the office of the General Attor
ney, Cleveland, and a member of the 
New York Central Twentieth Century 
Duplicate Bridge Club of that city, 
looks admiringly at the Gustav Metz
man Trophy, to be awarded for the first 
time this year to the pair winning the 
bridge tournament to be held in Cleve
land on November 6 and 7. 

There are 226,000 miles of railway 
line in the United States, but the total 
length of all tracks operated by the 
railroads, including main tracks, par
allel tracks, yards, and sidings, 
amounts to nearly 400,000 miles. 

Enginemen Would Have Ducked 
Darts from Dead-Eye Conductors 

If a suggestion put forward in Eng
land almost a century ago had been 
adopted, railroad conductors might for 
a while have had to qualify as archers 
in order to hold their jobs. 

A n English railroad kibitzer in the 
mid-nineteenth century, pondering the 
problem of communication between 
conductor and engineer while a train 

on an engineer's nerves of having a 
would-be W i l l i a m Tel l behind him 
wasn't discussed. 

This novel suggestion was unearthed 
from a dusty file-of copies of the Scien-
tific American magazine by C. W . 
Kinne, a pensioned Engineman living 
in Buffalo. H e found it in the issue of 
July 4, 1857. 

G.E. Supply Corp. Builds 
Another addition to the list of busi

nesses setting up new establishments 
along the N e w Y o r k Central System's 
right of way is the General Electric 
Supply Corporation, which is building 
a warehouse and office building at 
Boston. 

The new structure, which is ex
pected to be completed about the 
first of the year, w i l l provide 80.000 
square feet of warehouse space and 
20,000 square feet of office room. 

It is located on the Boston & Albany 
District of the N e w Y o r k Central. 

Eggs were tossed, but it was all in good fun, at the annual outing of the 
N.Y.C. Athletic Association of Manhattan held at Croton Point, near Harmon, 
N. Y. Part of the crowd of 850 is shown here during the egg-throwing contest, 
one of many events held during the day's program. 

To build a railroad box car re
quires approximately 2,200 man-hours 
of work, including labor employed in 
the production of steel and other ma
terials required in its construction. 

was on the road, conceived the idea of 
mounting a huge bell above the en
gineer's cab and letting the conductor 
shoot at it with a bow and arrow. 

The idea was, undoubtedly, that the 
" p i n g " of an arrow striking the bell 
would get the engineer's attention and 
let him know the conductor wanted to 
give him a signal. The possible effect 

Another suggestion put forward in 
England at about the same time was 
that huge convex mirrors should be 
mounted in front of the engineman, so 
that he could keep tabs on his train by 
looking in them. This proposed device 
apparently received about the same re
ception from the industry as did the 
bow-and-arrow scheme. 
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Interior Views of New Century Equipment Rail Safety Mark Week in Honor of 

In 1947 Is Called UN Scheduled for 

A Notable Success October 17 to 24 

Here is a view of the center section of the new Twentieth Century Limited's full-length diner, which seats 64 persons. 
Famous Century Steward Tommy Walsh is standing at right. 

The Lookout Lounge, observation car of the new Century, features a raised 
platform and extra-high windows for greater visibility. 

They're Talking about US 

A few quotes on the subject of American railroads. 

Constant progress has always been the underlying theme of railroad 
policy. 

—Kansas City (Kan.) Kansan 
* * * * 

Railroads contributed more to the development of the nation than any 
other agency. They blazed their trails through mountains, over prairies 
and surmounted untold difficulties in their progress across the country. 

—Wheeling (W. Va.) News-Register 
* * * * 

The business of this country couldn't function without rail service, 
and it is vital to the welfare of that business that rail service be adequate 
and efficient. 

—Chicago Daily Drovers Journal 
* * * * 

Railway travel is considered the safest form of transportation. 
—San Francisco (Cal.) Examiner 

Traffic Veterans Are 

Rate Class Instructors 
Veteran members of the Pittsburgh 

and Lake Erie Railroad Freight Traf
fic Department are serving as instruc
tors in Rate Training classes being held 
in conjunction with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Public Instruction. 

A class in Elementary Rate Train
ing and two classes in Advanced Rate 
Training are currently in progress, 
holding two-hour sessions every other 
week throughout a course of 16 ses
sions. 

E. Y . Coward, who has been in the 
Freight Traffic Department for 25 
years, is teaching one of the Advanced 
classes, while T . A . Knauff, of the 
same Department, is conducting the 
other. Mark L . Kel ly , Freight Traffic 
Department employe and former in
structor of a rate school conducted by 
the Traffic and Transportation Associa
tion of Pittsburgh, is in charge of the 
Elementary class. 

About 20 people have enrolled in 
each course. 

Son Signed as Pitcher 
Members of the Auditor Passenger 

Accounts Office Force in Detroit w i l l 
be watching with more than usual in
terest the baseball career of Harold G . 
Gott. 

The promising 18 year old Detroit 
youngster, son of Harold J . Gott, clerk 
in the A P A Office, was signed to a St. 
Louis Browns contract this summer. 
H e w i l l report in the spring for train
ing with St. Louis and then be farmed 
to Pittsburg, Kansas, in the Kansas-
Oklahoma-Missouri League, for needed 
experience. 

The perennial safety compaign of 
the nation's railroads achieved notable 
success in 1947, particularly with re
spect to passenger safety, Revelie W . 
Brown, President of the Reading Com
pany, declared on Sept. 15 at the Har-
riman Award Dinner of the American 
Museum of Safety held at the Hotel 
Ambassador in New York City. 

"The record for 1947 shows that 
fewer passengers lost their lives in rail
road accidents than in any of the 60 
preceding years covered by Interstate 
Commerce Commission records," M r . 
Brown said. "The railroads performed 
46 bi l l ion passenger-miles of service, 
which is equivalent to transporting 
every man, woman, and child in the 
country a distance of over 300 miles. 
In this tremendous movement of per
sons, 65 passengers lost their lives and 
10 others subsequently died; and this I 
wish to emphasize—of the 75 deaths, 
50 were due to human failures, 9 to 
technical failures, and the remainder 
unspecified by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission." 

Blames Carelessness 

Conceding that individuals played a 
great part in establishing railroad 
safety records, M r . Brown asserted, 
however, that human failures or negli
gences are still responsible for approx
imately 85 per cent of all accidents, 
and he urged that safety efforts be di 
rected toward the elimination of 
human carelessness and indifference to 
safety programs. 

M r . Brown was principal speaker 
at the dinner, at which were present 
many prominent railroad officers and 
industrial leaders. Harry W . Fraser, 
President, Order of Railway Conduc
tors, and Chairman of the Railway 
Labor Executives' Association, also de
livered an address in which he recalled 
what railroad safety meant to him dur
ing his 49 years of railroad service. 

Attention of a l l N e w Y o r k Central 
employes is invited to the fact that 
the week of October 17 through 24 
w i l l be observed throughout the coun
try as United Nations Week. 

Sponsored jointly by the American 
Association for the United Nations, 
the National Broadcasting Co., and the 
National Education Association, the 
special week w i l l climax in United 
Nations Day, October 24. 

The emphasis throughout the obser
vation w i l l be on forum discussions of 
United Nations topics, and local groups 
throughout the nation are encouraged 
to schedule discussion meetings based 
on U N topics for that week. 

Local Events 

In addition, many radio programs 
before and during the week w i l l deal 
with aspects and aims of the United 
Nations. Church leaders have been 
asked to use the week as a sermon 
topic, and civic officials in many com
munities are expected to arrange local 
events to dramatize the observance. 

Active in the national planning for 
U N Week is a Business and Industry 
Committee organized by Clarence 
Francis, Chairman of the Board of 
General Foods and national chairman 
of United Nations Week. Members of 
the Committee are Ph i l ip D . Reed, 
Chairman of the Board of General 
Electric; S. Sloan Colt, Bankers Trust 
C o . ; Thomas J . Watson, Jr., Interna
tional Business Machines; and G . 
Metzman, President, N e w Y o r k Cen
tral Railroad. 

Railroads Safest 

Detroiters* Fete 
M r . and Mrs . M . B. Robotham, em

ployes in the General Storekeeper's 
Office of the Michigan Central Dis
trict, Detroit, celebrated their twenty-
seventh wedding anniversary on Sep
tember 3. 

As a result of progress with satety, 
M r . Brown said, " ra i l transportation is 
19 times safer than the commercial air
plane, 15 times safer than automobile 
driving, and one-and two-tenths safer 
than bus travel." 

M r . Brown attributed the railroads' 
great safety record to the industry's 
alert attention "to the necessity of con
stant improvement." Aside from the 
research conducted by the individual 
road and the collective research of the 
Association of American Railroads, the 
nation's railroads call upon the scien
tists and inventors of the world for 
their knowledge and products which 
contribute to greater safety in their 
services, he added. 

In his address, M r . Fraser recalled 

Stores Department can be credited 
with bringing the Robothams together 
as they first m e t while working for 
the railroad. M r s . Robotham entered 
the service in January, 1917, and M r . 
Robotham in July, 1919. She left the 
service in October, 1927, but returned 
in February, 1946. Their daughter, 
Donna Jean, is a student nurse in 
Deaconess Hospital , Detroit, and w i l l 
graduate in January, 1949. 

that employes paid little serious atten
tion to safety prior to 1912. A fatalis
tic attitude toward accidents was then 
prevalent, he said. Great improvement 
has been noted, however, and railroad 
men "must bend every effort" to con
tinue the progress, the labor official 
stated. 

the B. & A . , represented the railroad 
at the wedding. The road presented 
the couple a wedding gift of china-
ware and a round trip to Niagara Falls. 

Monday night is "Railroad 
H o u r " night. 

Train Baby' Never Forgot B. and A., 
Invited Whole Road to Her Wedding 

The former Miss Mabel Ani ta Smith of 12 W i l l o w Street, Natick, Mass., 
known as "Miss Boston and Albany" ever since she was born on a Boston & 
Albany commuter train at the West Newton, Mass., station 17 years ago, was 
married at Natick on Sunday, September 12, and invited the entire railroad 
to her wedding. 

The daughter of M r . and M r s . John 
H . Smith, she was wed to Ralph V . 
Hanson of M i l l i s by the Rev. Fran
cis S. Keaney, pastor of St. Patrick's in 
Natick. 

When the company officials received 
the wedding invitation addressed mere
ly to the "Boston & Albany Railroad, 
Boston, Mass. ," they were puzzled in
deed until they read the note en
closed with it, which read as follows: 

"Dear Sirs: Y o u are probably won
dering who I am. W e l l , quite un
believably, I was born on one of your 
trains 17 years ago at the West New
ton station and held up the train 20 
minutes. M y nickname ever since has 
been 'The B. and A . G i r l . ' " 

Railroad records showed Miss Smith 
was born on A p r i l 25, 1931, on the 
9.20 P. M . train from Boston to Fram-
ingham, just as the train pulled into 
the West Newton station. Conductor 
Fred Legnard called a doctor and am
bulance, and mother and daughter were 
removed to the Newton-Wellesley Hos
pital. 

W i l l i a m L . Oldroyd, assistant to 
General Manager George A . Kir ley of Mabel Smith Hanson, "B. and A. Girl" 
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Passengers Like "Magic Windows," 

Central's Clever New Travel Guide 

S A F E in the foreground of Freedom are these 
two youngsters who came to see the Freedom Train 
during its stop on the N e w Y o r k Central tracks at 
Danvil le , Ill. The N e w York Central has joined 
with other railroads the country over in insuring 

safe, expeditious handling for the Freedom Train 
and its priceless cargo of historic documents. Other 
points on the N e w Y o r k Central where the Train 
has exhibited recently include Monroe, M i c h . ; 
Toledo, Sandusky, and Cleveland, O . 

"Geography would be fun if they 
taught it this way in school." That's 
what travelers on crack N e w Y o r k 
Central daytime trains through New 
Y o r k State are saying about "Magic 
W i n d o w s , " a catchy and attractive lit
tle folder distributed for the entertain
ment of Central passengers. 

Answers Questions 

In answer to questions frequently 
asked by travelers along the scenic 
Water Level Route—questions such as 
"Where are we now?" " W h a t is this 
town we're going through?" "Say, I 
wonder what that group of buildings 
is."—the booklet invites passengers to 
play an enjoyable and informative game 
called " W i n d o w Traveling." Employ
ing an unusual format, it gives the pas
senger a wealth of interesting informa
tion about various N e w Y o r k State 
communities at the same time he is 
seeing them through the windows of 
his N e w Y o r k Central coach. 

By uti l izing an unconventional map 
technique, one side of the folder works 
into compact form a detailed sketch of 
the Central's main line up the Hudson 
River from New York to Albany. 
Handy notations tell at a glance the 
distance in miles from N e w Y o r k at 
any point and also give interesting facts 
about each place's history, culture, 
landmarks, and present-day industry. 

The other side portrays in the same 
manner the famed and historic M o 
hawk Valley through which runs the 
Central's route from westward Albany 
to Buffalo. 

Compiled during more than a year 
of historical and encyclopedic research, 
the booklet is proving highly popular 
with Central passengers. It is being 
distributed initially on the daily Empire 
State Express and Advance Empire 
State Express between N e w Y o r k and 
Buffalo; and on both Empire States, 
as well as the Missourian, between 
Buffalo and N e w Y o r k . 

Century, Preferred by Passengers, 
Also 1st Choice for Important Mail 

Brakeman's Courtesy 

Makes Hit with Hostess 
Railroad courtesy was recently ex

tended by Hudson Divis ion Brakeman 
H . O . Perkins to a young lady who 
deals in courtesy herself, Miss Pat 
Thiel , Chief Airport Tour Hostess at 
LaGuardia Field, N e w Y o r k City. 

Miss Thie l was riding in the last car 
of Train 38 from Albany to N e w Y o r k 
on July 26. The trayman from the 

"Get It on the Century" Carries for Connections Dining Car e n t e r e d the coach, selling sandwiches. M u c h to Miss Thiel 's 
The daily procession of mail mes- N o t all the mail which rides the disappointment, his stock was com-

sengers is led by a large group from Century is destined for Chicago or pletely sold before he reached her seat. 
New York banks, brokerage offices and New Y o r k . Some of it makes connec- Brakeman Perkins who was at the 
businesses, who make the trip to the tions in Chicago with trains going all rear of the car, stepped forward and 
train letter room at the foot of track 33 the way to the west coast, and in N e w spoke to the young lady, explaining 
in the station as a matter of daily rou- York with trains going northeast and that his wife had made up two sand-
tine. These regulars are followed by south. The Century also picks up and wiches for him that morning. She grate-

drops off mail along the way, at its fully accepted one, also a peach for 
scheduled service stops. 

A daily average of 7,500 pieces of last-minute, first-class mail are sent by 
messenger direct to the departing Twentieth Century Limited at Grand Central 
Terminal for delivery in Chicago the next morning. 

This is the way senders of urgent N e w York-Chicago mail insure their let
ters and other papers w i l l get to their destination on time the next morning, 
r iding aboard the prize train which this past month donned its garb of all-new 
equipment. 

Carries for Connections 

a stream of Western Union messengers 
called upon by businesses to "make 
sure this letter gets aboard the Century 

. . . car leaving in an hour," or a hair 
hour, or whatever the time may be. 
In Chicago the last-minute mail pro-

Icxring for N e w Y o r k is also sizable. 
A daily average of3,800 pieces of mail 

placed in the special Twentieth 
Century mail pouch located in the bag
gage room of the LaSalle Street Sta-
tion. In both cities the pouches are 
scheduled to close fifteen minutes be-
fore the Century's departure. 

Can't Stop for Weather 

The preference for Century handling 
of important mail began early in the 

operation of the Century, the first train 

Police Conference of Erie County. Highway safety, as well as rail
road safety, was interestingly highlighted in the exhibit, which in
cluded a model railroad. 

dessert. 
In addition to the first-class mail Perkins was busy when his luncheon V I S I T O R S to the Erie County Fair at Hamburg, N . Y . , pause to 

carried on the Century, a small section guest left the train at Grand Central, view part of the safety exhibit sponsored there by the N e w York 
of the eighty-foot mail car is parti- but she left a note for him on a La-

Baggage. The bulk o f t h e ex - a picture of herself she wrote: 
press shipments are "urgent" or "ex- " Y o u r gesture so kind. . . . Y o u r 
pedite," with choice orchids and other wife's sandwich delicious. Thanks! 
cut flowers, medical supplies and Pat T h i e l . " 
serum, films, and bulky editorial copy Shortly before the incident occurred, 
being earmarked for shipment on the Mr. Perkins had attended an instruction 
reliable Century by the Railway Ex- class held by Chief Examiner L . D . J . 

Wi l l iams during which M r . Wi l l i ams 
had given a talk on the rewards of 
courtesy. 

— 0 — 

press Agency. 
RR Construction Costs 

Break Ail-Time Record 
—o— 

There are 226,000 miles of railway 
line in the United States, but the total Railroads had 1,572 Diesel and 123 

The cost of railroad construction 
broke all records in 1947, and current 
costs are even higher, according to a 

ing prices of all kinds of railroad con
struction, rose to 257, the highest since 
calculation of the index was begun in 
1910. The index base of 100 is figured 
as the level of costs during the period 
from 1910 to 1914. 

"The average for the year 1947," 
said the report, "s t i l l does not repre-

length of all tracks operated by the steam locomotives—a total of 1,695— report compiled by the Engineering send the peak p r i c e level which has 
to offer overnight mail service between railroads, including main tracks, paral- on order on July 1, 1948, the greatest Section, Bureau of Valuation, Associa- been attained to date in the postwar 
New Y o r k and Chicago. The advent 
of air mail service did not reduce the 

volume, for the kind of mail put aboard 
the train by messengers must have as
surance of overnight delivery, regard
less of weather conditions. 

In addition, the on-time record of 
the Century, which is among the best 
of any trains in the nation, gives an 

added degree of assurance to businesses 
in N e w Y o r k and Chicago that their 
late afternoon mail w i l l reach the ad
dressee in the next morning's mail de
liveries in N e w Y o r k or Chicago. 

Business Depends on It 

There is no way of knowing what 
the mail contains, but the phone in
quiries made regarding it would indi
cate that a lot of the country's banking, 

and editorial business depends on 
the Century's carrying it on time. 

The mail put aboard the Century by 
messengers at the stations is only a 
Fraction of the first-class mail which 

the train handles. The U . S. Postal 
service also endeavors to give over
gilt Century service' between N e w 

York and Chicago to mail picked up 
the late afternoon. 

Postal Clerks on Train 

This results in over 125,000,000 
• of important first-class mail be-

handled on the train annually. T o 
sort this mail , while the train is en-
ute the car is staffed at the start of 

the westbound trip with a crew of 
seven U . S. Railway Postal Service 
Clerks. 

Crew members change at various 
times during the sixteen-hour trip, 
making an average total of more than 
20 different U . S. Postal employes 
working the mail on each trip. 

lel tracks, yards and sidings, amounts number since August 1, 1923, when tion of American Railroads. period as current prices are above the 
to nearly 400,000 miles. there were 1,772 awaiting completion. In 1947 the composite index, reflect- average of 1947." 

Fair Maids Lend Glamor to Chicago Railroad Show Just Closed 

The Railroad Fair, which closed early this month, hasn't been all motive power 
and rolling stock. For Instance, Genial Joe, of the Eastern Roads exhibit, has a 
pleasant lapful in showgirls Marjorie Riddell (left) and Suzanne Moore. Above, 
three NYC Chicago Passenger Office girls pose between tours of duty welcoming 
Fair guests. They are, left to right, Dolores Carrington, Bertha Munson, Isabelle 
Stern. 
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A F T E R M A N Y years as instructor of apprentices in the N e w 
Y o r k Central's West Albany Shops, Godfrey Cook, Jr. (right, above) 
retired recently. W . M . Nagle ( le f t ) , Superintendent of Shops, and 
John Eble, Chief Clerk, are congratulating M r . Cook. 

Retired Instructor of Apprentices 
Has Ex-Students All Over U.S. 

Mechanics in railroad shops all over the United States and parts of Mexico 
w i l l always remember Godfrey Cook Jr. as the man who gave them their ap
prentice training at the West Albany shops of the N e w Y o r k Central. 

M r . Cook retired recently after completing 52 years and six months of service 
with the New Y o r k Central. He had been an instructor of apprentices at the 

Some Veterans 

Recently Retired 
Below is a list of some New York Central 

Veterans recently retired together with their 
occupation, location, and years and months 
of service: 

Two Conclude Lengthy Careers 
On Famous Central Services 

T w o well-known Central employes, personally identified with famous N e w 
York Central services, retired on successive days during the past month. 

John Hoyt, Electric Div is ion Engineman of the Twentieth Century Limited, 
bade farewell to his cab on August 31. The next day, W i l l i a m P. Walsh, 
Manager of the Grand Central Terminal Information Bureau, locked his desk 
for the last time. 

Followed Father 

M r . Hoyt, who was greeted by of
ficials of the railroad when he brought 
the 20th Century into Grand Central 
on his final run, followed a tradition 
of long railroad service established by 
his father, John, who retired after 50 
years of service in 1900 as Stable Fore
man and Veterinarian Surgeon. 

Engineman Hoyt, who has had 55 
years of service with the N e w York 
Central, entered service in the Marine 
Department in 1893. T w o years later 
he became a clerk in the 33rd Street 
Freight office, Manhattan, transferring 
to become a fireman in 1897. He be
came a freight engineman in 1904 and 
entered passenger service in 1909- H e 
lives at 2523 University Avenue, The 
Bronx, N e w Y o r k City. 

Agent McCourt's Anniversary Party at Wellesley Hills Station 

Agent Has Triple Anniversary 
September 6 was a triple anniversary 

for N e w Y o r k Central Station Agent 
Michael G . McCourt . On that day 
he marked 44 years of married life, 
40 years as Station Agent at Wellesley 
H i l l s , Mass., and 50 years in the em
ploy of the Boston & Albany Railroad, 
leased line of the New Y o r k Central. 

Over 100 well-wishers, headed by 
Assistant Superintendent John Nash, 
greeted M r . and Mrs . McCourt at the 
station when they went there thinking 
to meet a few friends for a brief an

niversary celebration. As it turned out, 
the affair was a good-sized party, high
lighted by the presentation to M r . 
McCourt of his G o l d Pass in recogni
tion of 50 years of service. 

Two brothers, also B. & A . rail
roaders, were among the crowd at the 
celebration. They are Edmund Mc
Court, tower operator, and Francis 
McCourt , Station Agent at Riverside, 
Newton, Mass. Service of the three 
brothers totals 130 years. 

"Buck" Gunther Retires 
E. H . Gunther retired recently as 

General Yardmaster, Mott Haven Y a r d . 
M r . Gunther, who was widely known 
as "Buck," started service at Mott 
Haven in 1904 as a Switchman. 

Robertson Retires 

A . J . Robertson, Chief Clerk to Gen
eral Foreman at Polk Street Freight 
Station, Chicago, retired July 31 after 
37 years of continuous service. As part
ing gifts he received two pieces of lug-
gage, a $100 bi l l and other items. 

RETIRING ENGINEMAN John A. 
Hoyt leans down from the cab of the 
e l e c t r i c e n g i n e pulling t he Twentieth 
Century into Grand Central Terminal 
to receive congratulations from his 
grandson, Bryan Hoyt. Looking on as 
Engineman Hoyt prepares to climb 
down for the last time is J. D. Cark-
huff, Superintendent of the Electric, 
Harlem, and Putnam Divisions. 

Started as Porter 

M r . Walsh was honored at a recep
tion in Room 5928, Grand Central Ter
minal, on the day he retired after al
most 48 years of service. He began as 
a porter in old Grand Central Station 
in the days before the present Red 
Caps. 

When he shifted to the Information 
Bureau i n 1904, he was one of only 
two men in that department. It now 
employs 66 supervisors and clerks. 

M r . Walsh was appointed supervisor 
of the Information Bureau in 1931 and 
Manager in 1941. H e lives at 8425 
108th Street, Richmond H i l l , New 
York. 

His retirement evoked an editorial 
in the N e w Y o r k Herald Tribune, ex
cerpts from which read as follows: 

" W i l l i a m P. Walsh , who, at the 
age of seventy-three, retired from his 
top Delphic job at the Grand Central 
Terminal's Information Bureau, is 
w i l l i n g to bet that the questions he 
has answered run 'way into the mi l 
lions'—and this although he has had 
sixty-six assistants to share his respon
sive labors. The eminent wisdom of 
M r . Walsh , we believe, is exhibited 
in his valedictory remarks. His own 
method and his instructions to his 
staff were: Never be angry or impolite 
because of foolish questions. Just an
swer them. 

"Here, we think, is a replicatory 
philosophy to take further into life 
than the desk of an information bu
reau. W e hope a still smiling M r . 
Walsh w i l l carry his successful system 
into years of pleasant loafing, far from 
serried tracks and complex timetables. 
For not only train-seeking humans go
ing places, but the stay at homes, who 
move more slowly from a pennant race 
to a Presidential election, from a war's 
end to a wrangling peace, can poise 
questions often very silly, at times 

Woman Car Distributor 

Retires After 42 Years 
Approximately 125 N e w Y o r k Cen

tral employes and friends assembled re
cently at the Kankakee Hotel , Kanka
kee, Ill., to pay honor to M r s . Frank 
W . Lees, the former Rose Bradley, who 
resigned as Car Distributor-Chief Clerk 
in the Trainmaster's office after more 
than 42 years of continuous service. 

M r s . Lees, the wife of Frank W . 
Lees, former Road Foreman of Engines 
and Trainmaster, who retired N o v . 
1, 1937, after 51 years of service, 
started with the Central Feb. 1, 1906, 
as Stenographer in the Agent's office 
at Kankakee. A year later she was 
transferred to the Car Department, and 
in November, 1911, went to the Train
master's Office. 

W . A . Kraus, General Agent at 
Kankakee, was toastmaster, and spoke 
highly of the patience and ability of 
M r s . Lees, which enabled her to hold 
so efficiently such a job as that of Car 
Distributor, unusual for a woman. Her 
handling of the job through the war 
years brought special commendation. 

E. W . Kemp, Trainmaster and M r s . 
Lees' last immediate employer, also 
spoke of her exceptional efficiency 
when, on behalf of the group, he pre
sented her with a purse of money. 
W . F. Davis, Assistant Superintend
ent, Chicago, and numerous others in
troduced by the toastmaster also spoke 
briefly. 

In her response, Mrs . Lees, who was 
wearing an orchid given her earlier 
in the evening, recalled the friendliness 
and cooperation she had received in her 
many years with the railroad. 

White, W i l l i a m W . , C a r Oiler, 
Dickinson, W . V a . 25 

Wolfe, Frank D . , Conductor, 
Ohio Cent. D i v . 24* 6 

Yohey, M r s . A d d a H . , Comptometer 
Operator, Pittsburgh 25 3 

Young, Chester, Brakeman, 
Hudson D i v . 38 6 

Young, Peter F . , Section Laborer, 
Niles 22 11 

Mr. Walsh 

T h e thing to do, perhaps, when 
the questions come, is to recall the 
retiring M r . Walsh's experienced, pro
verbial dictum: It takes two to make 
a quarrel.' This, of course, holds good 
in a crowded terminal, at a council 
table or in the seats of a grandstand. 
When we can, in the world's informa
tion bureau, let's answer every ques
tion with a grin—and speed the hasty 
traveler on his assorted ways." 

Winds Up 54 Years 
Engineer F. J . Kerr, who retired ef

fective August 17th, left the Company 
with fifty-four years' service. 

M r . Kerr started his service as a 
water boy in 1894, at Youngstown, 
Ohio, on what was known at that 
time as the L.S. & M . S . Ry. H e then 
worked as a Switchtender for three 
years prior to hiring out as a Fireman. 

H e went firing in the year 1897 and 
was promoted to Engineer in 1905 
He has been in passenger service for 
the last thirty years. Eight years of 
this time was spent on the J .&F. D i 
vision and twenty-two years on the 
main line. 

U n t i l his retirement he was as
signed to The Southwestern Limited 
and The Chicagoan. 

M r . Kerr intends to move back to his 
home in Youngstown, take life easy, 
and do some traveling with someone 
else behind the throttle. 

West Albany shops since July 1, 1909. 
Son of a railroad mechanic, M r . Cook 

began his own apprentice training 
March 1, 1896, when he was 16. 
Speaking of his early training, M r . 
Cook says, " W h e n I started with the 
railroad my father was my master both 
at home and on the job. He was an 
apprentice instructor at the time and 
gave me a great deal of my early 
training." 

M r . Cook's early training was re
ceived at the N e w Y o r k Central shops 
at Depew, N . Y . , where he remained 
until his transfer to West Albany. 

C o n t i n u i n g the r a i l i r o a d t r a d i t i o n i n 
the family, M r . Cook gave his son, 
Herbert Cook, apprentice training in 
the late 1920's. 

"I have a grandson who is now a 
student at Vincentian Institute," M r . 
Cook boasts. "I don't know whether 
or not he w i l l want to follow the 
family in railroading, but I hope so. 
It would be nice to have four genera
tions of one family work for the same 
company." 

Since M r . Cook has been instructing 
at the West Albany shops, nearly 1,000 

young men have started their appren
ticeship under his training. More than 
600 have completed the four-year 
course and are now working as me
chanics on railroads in all parts of the 
country. About one-third of the su
pervisors at the West Albany shops 
served their apprenticeship under M r . 
Cook. 

Speaking of future plans, M r . Cook 
says, "I guess Mrs . Cook and myself 
w i l l just take things easy for a while 
at our home at 200 Benson St. Then 
I think we w i l l take a trip up to Buf-

have there. 
"Another thing, my hobby is fishing 

and I 'll have plenty of time for that 
now. I plan to do quite a bit of fishing 
in Lake Champlain before the season 
is over." 

W . M . Nagle, Superintendent of 
Shops, presented M r . Cook with a Cer
tificate of Merit , a lapel button, and 
a letter from G . Metzman, President 
of the N e w Y o r k Central, at cere
monies at the shop. M r . Cook also re
ceived gifts from fellow employes. 

Appelt , Joseph, Distr ict Station Acct . , 
Boston 

August-son, Fred, Carpenter, 
Hooch Grove 

Bailey, Irven L . , Machinist , Selkirk 
Bardouille, Luke W . , Carpenter, 

Boston D i v . 
Barner, Charles H . , Machinist , 

W . Albany 
Barnes, Charles H . , Chief Telegrapher, 

St. Thomas, Ont. 
Barrick, W i l l i a m E . , Stationary 

Engineer, Minerva , O. 
Bateman, Howard G . , Telegrapher, 

Cincinnati 
Bensett, John H . , Signal Maintainer, 

Columbus 
Biamonte, Ralph, M o t o r Inspector, 

Harmon, N . Y . 
Biondo, James, Boilermaker, 

W . Albany 
Bogdanovich, M i t a r , Inspector-Repairei 

Cleveland 
Bogert, Albert C , Teleg 'r -Levermai , 

Jersey C i t y 
Boughton, Charles A . , Asst. Chief 

Clerk, Detroit 
Brew, Matthew, Engineman, Buffalo 
Bua , Francesco, Elevator Operator, 

New Y o r k 
Cervera, Antonio, Boilermaker, 

W . Albany 
Cieslak, Joseph M . , Machinist Helper, 

Grand Rapids 
Clendenen, M a x P . , Switchman, 

LaPorte, Ind. 
Collins, Albert L . , Signal Helper, 

Buffalo D i v . 
Conlan, Bernard C , Machinist , 

Jackson 
Cook, Godfrey, Instructor of 

Apprentices, W . Albany 
Cox, Fred'k W . , Tunnel Watchman, 

West Point 
D a m m , Christopher G . , Piecework 

Inspector, W . Albany 
DeRico, Raffaele, Section Laborer, 

Hudson D i v . 
Doyle, M r s . A n n a K . , Clerk, Chicago 
Drake, Augustus W . , Clerk, New York 
Dygart , Leonard B. , Teleg'r-Leverman, 

Michigan D i v . 
Eato , Ulysses A . , Carpenter, 

Collinwood 
Edwards, Wi l l iam D . , Lumber Handler, 

Beech Grove 
El lery , Charles, Electrical Worker, 

Rensselaer 
Fenn, Valentine H . A . , Clerk, Detroit 
Fitzsimmons, James T. , Machinist 

Helper, W . Springfield 
Flickinger, Lemert H . , Engineman, 

Ohio Cent. D i v . 
Geer, Ray W . , Agent, Pulaski , N . Y . 
German, John M . , Blacksmith H l p r , 

Collinwood 
Griff in, L y m a n H . , Engineman, 

Springfield, Mass. 
Grudzien, John G . , Car Repairer, 

Detroit 
Gunther, E m i l H . , Gen ' l Yardmaster, 

New York 
Hardy, John L . , Engineman, 

St. Thomas, Ont. 
Haskins, Roy E . , Ass't Examiner, 

Springfield, Mass. 

Indiana D i v . 
Holmes, E d n a A . , Chief Clerk, 

Alliance, O. 
Hoose, Bert J . , Traveling Car Agent, 

Buffalo 
Kami nsk i , M r s . M a r y M . , Car Cleaner, 

Boston 
Kitchen, Frank H . , D i v ' n . Foreman, 

Toledo 
Ki tz ler , Benedict, B . & B . Foreman, 

Carey, O. 
Kogej, Josef, Carpenter, Beech Grove 
Krasky , Bruno, Chf. Operator Power 

Stations, Elect . D i v . 
Krueger, Car l E . , Car Repairer, 

Weehawken 
Lang, Lewis, Section Laborer, 

Sunman, Ind. 
Lentz, Raymond S., Engineman, 

Syracuse D i v . 
Loconto, Raffaele, Section Laborer, 

Boston D i v . 
M c D o w e l l , Dee, Car Inspector, 

E l k h a r t 
M c i n t o s h , Elmer E . , Electrician, 

Syracuse 
Meyers, Frank N . , Car Inspector, 

Niagara Falls 
Mi l l e r , Charles C , Trucker, Buffalo 
Moore, John W . , Electrican, 

St. Thomas 
M u r p h y , Michael , Yardmaster, Buffalo 
Naftzger, Omer C , Electrician, 

E lkhar t 
Nai tzka , Fred W . , Signal Maintainer, 

Toledo 
Nesbitt , Harrison E . , Laborer, 

Kankakee 
Nichols, Charles E . , B . & B . Super

visor, Bellefontaine 
Nobriga, Joseph L . , Boilermaker 

Helper, Corning, N. Y. 
Nolan, James J . , Clerk, New York 
Norl ing , John C , Machinist , 

Beacon Park, Mass. 
Oatman, Leslie H . , Yard Clerk, Toledo 
Ohlinger, Wesley P . , Conductor, 

Hobson 
Paine, Danie l P . , Gasoline Engineman, 

Jackson 
Palaibis, Anthony, Car Repairer, 

Linndale, O. 
Parker, Andrew, Section Laborer, 

Indianapolis 
P inkman, Frank T . , Loco. Engr. , 

River D i v . 
Potter, Cl i f ton A . , Brakeman, 

River D i v . 
Powell , Wi l l iam K . , Engineman, 

Erie D i v . 
Radwan, Andrew, Car Repairer, 

Linndale, O. 
Rasmussen, John M . , Barge Captain , 

New York 
Rearick, Perry L . , Machinist , 

Beech Grove 
Reetz, Herman A . , Conductor, Detroit 
Roberts, Donald J . , Tra in Bagg'man, 

Illinois D i v . 
Robertson, Ar thur J . , Chief Clerk, 

Chicago 
Smith, Alfred F . , Machinist , 

Beech Grove 
Smith, Elmer E . , Rate Clerk, 

Ypsi lant i 
Smith, Jessie L . , Car Inspector, 

E lkhar t 
Taylor, Samuel J . , Relay Repairman, 

W . Detroit 
Temelko, E l i , Section Laborer, 

Cleveland 
Thwaits, Clyde C , Brakeman, 

South Bend 
Torzewski, Andrew, Boilermaker, 

Suspension Bridge, N . Y . 
Tosto, Alphonso, Section Laborer, 

New Y o r k 
Trombly, Chleele T . , Maintainer , 

Chester 
Walter, W i l l i a m , Waiter, Chicago 
Wallace, Howard E . , Conductor, 

Western D i v . 
Wesolowski, Jos. J . , Inspector & 

Repair, Gardenville 
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Brakeman Arnett (right) receives Valor Medal from Asst. Gen. Mgr. Birk. 

Valor Medal Goes to NYC Brakeman 

Who Risked Life to Save Woman 
The Valor Medal , distinguished award to employes who exhibit great 

bravery, was presented on September 2 to Lowell E . Arnett, Brakeman at 
Pana, Ill. 

Brakeman Arnett, who is 28, was honored at a luncheon that day in 
Mattoon, I l l . , attended by a large representation of N e w Y o r k Central officials 
as well as prominent people of the community. 

W . Birk, Assistant General Mana
ger, presented the handsome medal, 
and a duplicate lapel button, to M r . 
Arnett. The citation accompanying the 
award, recounting the act for which 
the decoration was given, reads as 
follows: 

" A t 9:00 A . M . on March 19, 1948, 
the crew of the Mattoon-Hillsboro lo
cal were doing some switching at 
Gays, I l l . , shoving five cars east up the 
commercial track with the engine 
headed west. Brakeman Arnett was 
standing between the main track and 
the commercial track on Vine Street 
protecting the crossing. 

"It was raining and blowing very 
hard, and Brakeman Arnett had just 
gone to get a barrel which had blown 
on the tracks when he noticed a wom
an walking to the north from the south 
over the commercial track, and thence 
to the main track. 

"The cut was moving and he called 
to her but she kept on walking. He 
called to her several more times and 
signalled to the engineer to stop the 
train, but he saw the engineer was not 
going to be able to stop the train be
fore hitting the woman. He dove at 
the woman, grabbing her around the 
waist, and they both fell in the clear 
of the track just as the cars went by. 

"It developed the woman, Mrs . Mae 
Spracklen, has been totally deaf since 
childhood and in addition she had 
water and steam on her eyeglasses 
from the heavy rain so that she mis
understood Arnett's signal to the en
gineer, thinking he was telling her to 
go on across the tracks." 

Freight Trains 

Better '47 Mark 

In Load Haul 
American railroads in the first half 

of 1948 carried more tons of freight 
per train than ever before and without 
any decrease in the average speed, ac
cording to figures prepared by the 
Association of American Railroads. 

A t the same time, freight train per
formance per hour also established a 
new high record. 

The average load of freight per 
train in the first six months of 1948 
was 1,153 tons, an increase of seven 
tons above the previous high record, 
set in 1947 when the average was 
1,146 tons. It also was an increase of 
14 tons above that in 1944, the peak-
war year. In 1929, the average was 
only 804 tons. 

This performance was made possible 
by improved operating methods, larger 
and more efficient locomotives, better 
freight cars, improved signaling and 
other devices, heavier loading of 
freight cars, and getting more cars in 
the average train. The number of 
freight cars in a train averaged 53.7 
in the first half of 1948, the highest 
on record. In 1944, the average was 
53 and in 1947 it was 52.9. 

Conductor Who Was Pilot in War 
Still Gives Spare Time to Service 

Carl G . Remmel, Elkhart, Ind., a veteran of W o r l d W a r II and now a 
conductor on the Western Divis ion, is one of those patriotic young Americans 
who believe that this country must remain strong and have translated that belief 
into action. 

Since the end of the war, M r . Rem
mel, now 27, has become an active 
member of Organized Reserve Squad
ron V M F — 1 2 1 , U . S. Marine Corps, 
at the Naval A i r Station at Glenview, 
I l l . The purpose of the Organized Re
serve is to keep ex-service aviators 
prepared to join the regular forces 
immediately in case of a national 
emergency. 

Agent Schaefer 

Is Man of Week' 
Public honor was paid recently to 

Forest R. Schaefer, N e w Y o r k Central 
Ticket Agent at Danvil le , I l l . , when 
he was designated " M a n of the Week" 
in the A u g . 2 issue of the Danvil le 
Commercial News. The letter recom
mending him for the honor, written by 
a M r . Cecil L a w w i l l , as printed in the 
newspaper, follows: 

"You want people who are worthy, 
who have really rendered a service to 
the public to be nominated for M a n of 
the Week. I nominate Forest R. 
Schaefer f o r these r e a s o n s - S o m e time 
ago I ordered a T i c k e t for a trip It 

Kerns Named to Post 

Left by Late J X Green 
Appointment of M a x E. Kerns as Su

pervisor of Maintenance Equipment, 
with headquarters in Cleveland, was 
announced recently, fol lowing the 
death of Jesse C. Green, who had held 
the post since 1943. 

M r . Kerns has been with the Central 
since 1931. Before assuming his pres
ent duties, he was Gang Leader of 
Machinists at Dunkirk , N . Y . 

M r . Green, who died at Elkhart, 
Ind., the city of his residence, beg: n 
work with the N e w Y o r k Central in 
1923, as a Machinist's Helper in the 
Frog and Switch Shop, Elkhart. Not
able among accomplishments of his 
railroad career was the successful su
pervision of power ballasting equip
ment when it was introduced on the 
Central in 1946. 

was a complicated ticket and he did a 
lot of work getting it routed. 

"Then I had to have several changes 
made, which meant it had to be done 
all over again. He not only did it but 
did it with a smile. W h i l e he was 
working on my ticket an old man and 
woman had lost their baggage. They 
were greatly upset. He got busy and 
in a few minutes had them feeling fine. 

" H e took care of a request made by 
a little g ir l , besides taking care of his 
duties. It's not the fact that he did 
these things, so much as the cheerful
ness he displayed. He has been at this 
job more than 30 years and no doubt 
has pursued the same course all the 
time. 

"These people who sometimes go by 
unnoticed are most deserving. M r . 
Schaefer has been active in Boy Scout 
work. I remember whenever we need
ed a car to take a bunch of boys some
where, Schaefer was the man we 
called!" 

Conductor Carl G. Remmel 

Squadron meetings are held twice 
each month, with a yearly cruise of 
two weeks with the regular Marine 
Corps, during which new tactics and 
advanced principles of aviation are 
taught to the reserves. The conductor-
aviator's regular assignment in the 
squadron is that of chief instrument 
pilot. D u r i n g the late war, he held 
the rank of 1st Lieutenant as a dive 
bomber pilot. He later advanced into 
training in the then new night fighter 
squadrons, instructing pilots in night 
combat for carrier duty. H e served 
also as test pilot for combat type air
craft. 

A l o n g with railroading, really his 
first love, and reserve flying. M r . Rem
mel gives flight instruction to ex-
servicemen under the G . I. flight pro
gram. 

Six Retiring Hove 

224 Years of Service 

NYC Goes to the Fair 
The N e w Y o r k Central is partici

pating in the annual West Virg in ia 
Agricultural and Industrial Fair at 
Institute, W . V a . , this year. The in
dustrial phase of the Fair is a 1948 
innovation. 

Traffic Promotions 

Announced in Chicago 
W . C. Douglas, Assistant Vice 

President of Freight Traffic, N e w 
Y o r k Central System, Chicago, has an
nounced the fol lowing promotions, al l 
effective Sept. 1. 

Leroy Blue, General Freight Agent, 
was advanced to Assistant Freight Traf
fic Manager. 

H . L. W i l l a r d , General Coal Freight 
Agent, also became Assistant Freight 
Traffic Manager. 

A . W . Morgan, General Freight 
Agent, Indiana Harbor Belt, Chicago 
Junction and Chicago River and In
diana railroads, succeeded M r . W i l l a r d 
as General Coal Freight Agent, N e w 
Y o r k Central System. 

M . L . Seger, Chief Clerk to Assistant 
Vice President, was appointed Divis ion 
Freight Agent, N e w Y o r k Central Sys
tem. 

H e succeeds L . C. Howe, advanced 
to General Freight Agent for the 
I .H.B. , C. J . and C.R. & I. roads. 

C. B. BRONSON (above), Inspecting 
Engineer, New York Central System, 
has been promoted to Assistant Engi
neer Maintenance of Way, System, with 
headquarters in New York. 

He was born at Akron, O., received 
his engineering degree from what is 
now Illinois Institute of Technology, and 
was an instructor for two years. 

He entered railway service in 1913 
with the New York Central on special 
assignments for the Consulting Engi
neer, Rails, Tires and Structural Steel. 
He became Assistant Inspecting Engi
neer in 1924 and Inspecting Engineer in 
1934, continuing in that position until 
his recent appointment. 

New Appointments 
A retirement and two appointments 

in the Motive Power and Rol l ing 
Stock Department were announced 
recently. J . E. Ennis retired as En
gineering Assistant to the Chief En
gineer Motive Power and Roll ing 
Stock after 37 years of service with 
the Company. 

Appointed to the position left by 
M r . Ennis was C. H . Knowlton, ad
vancing from the post of Assistant 
Engineer Motive Power. G . M . 
Davies is the new Assistant Engi
neer Motive Power. 

A recent luncheon honored six re
tiring employes of the Auditor Freight 
Accounts' office, Detroit. 

The combined ages of the six em
ployes are 409 years; their combined 
service totals 224 years. 

The oldest, V . H . A . Fenn, is 75 
years of age and has 58 years of serv
ice. The others are C. A . Boughton, 
69 years of age, 43 years of service; 
L . L . Partch, 65 years of age, 32 years 
of service; A . H . Brownell, 65 years 
of age, 36 years of service; D . L . 
Brunk, 70 years of age, 30 years of 
service; J . B. Buese, 65 years of age, 
25 years of service. 

M r . W . H . LeValley, A . F . A . , pre
sented each of the six with his Re
tirement Certificate and a substantial 
purse, in addition to small personal 
remembrances from their many friends 
and associates. 

SHOP FORCE of the New York Central Marine Re
pair Shop, Weehawken, N. J., is shown here receiving the 
"Certificate of Merit" as a result of its perfect safety 
record during 1947. At far right Superintendent A. J. 
Birch is receiving the award from Safety Agent George 
Barnes. The Certificate is awarded by the New Jersey 
Department of Labor. 

Party Marks Comer's 

Promotion to Buffalo 
G . H . Comer, until A u g . 1. Divis ion 

General Car Foreman at Englewood, 
Chicago, was guest of honor at a din
ner party in the American Legion 
Home a t Calumet City, Ill., at w h i c h 
approximately 200 co-workers and 
friends celebrated his promotion to Su
perintendent of Shop at Buffalo. New 
York , Cleveland, Toledo, Indianapolis 
and other cities were represented. 

Present also was A . A . Johnson, for
merly Divis ion General Car Foreman at 
Buffalo, who succeeded M r . Comer in 
Chicago. 

As a farewell gift M r . Comer re
ceived a diamond set Masonic ring, pre
sented by A . L . Wright , Superintendent 
of Equipment, Cleveland. W . F. Davis, 
Assistant Superintendent at Chicago, 
was master of ceremonies. 

Named in Detroit 
A . W . Behrens has been appointed 

General Coal Freight Agent for the 
New Y o r k Central System in Detroit. 

M r . Behrens started his railroad 
career in 1920 at Chicago. In 1925 he 
was named city freight agent in Chi 
cago for the N e w Y o r k Central. Sub
sequently he held the positions of 
traveling freight agent, with headquar
ters in Omaha, and General Agent in 
Minneapolis before his present ap
pointment. 

G . E. Wheeler has been named Coal 
Freight Agent in Detroit, succeeding 
G . R. Peterson, who has been promoted 
to a post in the Foreign Freight De
partment. 
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Tips for Driving Rails 'Backbone' 

Safely in Winter Of U. S. Transport, 

Offered Motorists Journal Declares 

FIFTY YEARS of service merits a 
gold pass for J. V. O'Neill, yard con
ductor at 33rd Street, New York City, 
who is shown above receiving the 
treasured mark of service from L E. 
Pangburn, Assistant to General Man
ager, Line East. 

Inspector Appointed 
J . W . Haubennestel has been ap

pointed Diesel Locomotive Inspector, 
with Headquarters at N e w York , it 
was announced recently. 

Without trying to predict when 
cold weather w i l l arrive or when the 
first snow w i l l fall , the C E N T R A L 
H E A D L I G H T passes on to its readers 
the fol lowing winter driving " t ips" 
suggested by the National Safety 
Council : 

1. Get the "feel" of the road be
fore you start out—you can do this 
by trying your brakes while driving 
slowly and away from traffic. 

2. Adjust your speed to road and 
weather conditions. Slow down on 
wet, snowy and icy roads so you can 
stop when you have to. 

3. Use tire chains on ice and snow. 
They cut down braking distances as 
much as 40 or 50 per cent. Chains are 
not a cure-all for winter accidents, 
but they w i l l help the careful driver. 

4. Keep your windshield and win
dows clear of snow and ice, fog and 
frost. Be sure your headlights, wind
shield wipers, and defrosters are in 
good working order. Y o u have to see 
danger to avoid it! 

5. When you have to stop, pump 
your brakes up and down—jamming 
them on may lock them and throw 
your vehicle into a skid. 

6. Follow other vehicles at a safe 
distance—remember that it takes from 
three to twelve times as long to stop 
on snow and ice as it does on dry 
concrete. 

The railroads have been and w i l l 
continue to be the "backbone" of the 
nation's whole transportation system, 
according to an article appearing in 
the July-August issue of the Army 
Transportation journal. 

"This is true," the magazine points 
out, "because of the unique surface of 
the railroad track upon which units of 
motive power propel trains made up 
of many separate cars, with an econ
omy of mechanical power and of 
manpower unapproached by any other 
form of transportation offering a simi
lar universal service." 

The Army publication goes on to 
point out that the economy of the rail
roads "is evidenced by the fact that 
the average locomotive pulls a ton of 
freight one mile on less than two 
ounces of coal." 

Maintenance of this great railroad 
system in condition to handle the great 
demands placed upon it in wartime or 
emergencies is vital, the Army publica
tion declares, adding that there cannot 
be an adequate railroad system without 
time for planning, time for execution 
of plans, and access to necessary ma
terials. 

"Since the end of the war," it as
serts, "these conditions have not pre
vailed on our railroads. D u r i n g the 
war the railroads met national needs 
with only a few more cars and loco
motives than they had when the war 
began, and even so, many units were 
kept in service beyond their proper 
economic life because the need for 
them was so great. 

" W i t h the end of the war, it became 
necessary to retire and scrap such units 
by the thousands. A t the same time, 
the railroads undertook to obtain new 
and better units to replace them. Short
ages of materials and production diffi
culties have made it impossible to 
achieve that result. 

"Railroad performance in another 
crisis w i l l depend upon adequate ca
pacity, which depends upon invest
ment in better railroad plant ana 
equipment, and that, in turn, depends 
upon earnings or the prospect of earn
ings. A t bottom, then, the adequacy of 
rail transportation in emergency de
pends upon adequate earnings now, 
and steps should be taken to see that 
the railroads are placed in a position 
to make such earnings." 

C O N D U C T O R ' S S A F E T Y C L U B certificates were awarded recently to a 
number of conductors at Selkirk Y a r d , Albany, N . Y . This honor signifies a 
year's work without injury to any members of the conductor's crew. Shown 
above are Conductors who received the certificates and members of their crews. 

In the top picture, front row, left to right, are J . F. Shannahan, Conductor; 
F. J . Cramer, Conductor; M a x Unger, Brakeman; J . R. Mitchel l , General 
Yardmaster. Second row, P . Russell, Brakeman; A . Mattice, Brakeman. Th i rd 
row, George Alberts, Conductor; G . I. Turner, Jr., Brakeman. 

M i d d l e picture, front row, C . W . Scrafford, G . Walbert, W . Smith, J . Hogan, 
all Conductors. Second row, W . Heck, Brakeman; J . F. McGloine , Yardmaster; 
C. Gable, Switchtender; T . Doyle, Brakeman; T. McGlo ine , Yardmaster; J . R . 
Mitchel l , General Yardmaster. 

Bottom picture, front row, Patrolman Slattery; Engineman SnifTen; Fireman 
Perkins; J . Bent, Brakeman; H . S. Houghton, Yardmaster. Second row, C . G . 
Rich, Conductor; M . Mizener, Brakeman; P. J . McCabe, Brakeman; P. T . 
O'Brien, Conductor; N . Donato, Brakeman. Th i rd row, H . McCul loch , Con
ductor; H . Pape, Brakeman. 

T H R E E H U N D R E D Cleveland Press carriers had the time of 
their lives on August 25 when they went to Greenfield Vil lage, M i c h . , 
on a special N e w Y o r k Central train. Some of them are posed proudly 
here with the sleek Hudson type engine which pulled their special 
from Detroit to Greenfield. 

Onondaga Veterans 

Have 2,000 at Picnic 
The Onondaga Chapter of the N e w 

Y o r k Central Veterans' Association, 
Syracuse, N . Y . , had a very successful 
picnic at W i l l o w Bay on Onondaga 

Lake on Saturday, August 7. 

The picnic was attended by 2,000 
employes, who were served luncheon. 
Competitive games and races were en
joyed and prizes awarded. 

This is an annual affair that is 
looked forward to each year. 

The oldest in attendance was John 
Terry, 90 years- of age, retired engine
man on the Century and Empire State 
Express. 

Audit Called One-Sided 

By President of A.A.R. 
The one-sided nature of the audit 

of railroad freight charges now being 
carried on by the government's Gen
eral Accounting Office was pointed 
out in a statement issued recently by 
W i l l i a m T . Faricy, President of the 
Association of American Railroads. 

M r . Faricy explained that, where 
the audit reveals the government was 
undercharged for a shipment, the error 
is ignored. Where an overcharge is 
discovered, however, a refund is 
claimed. 

M r . Faricy also stated that "a very 
large part of the supposed overcharges 
is due to differences of opinion be
tween the railroads concerned and the 
government auditors as to whether 
certain freight handled during the war 
was property of the government used 
for military and naval purposes. If so, 
it would have been entitled to receive 
deductions from the regular rates; on 
account of land grants. If moving for 
civil purposes, it would not have been 
so entitled. The question is one of 
fact and law in each case," 

New Freight Service Hailed in Charleston, W. Va. 

Long Career Climaxed 

For Detroit's Miss Roof 
One hundred employes of the office 

of the Auditor Freight Accounts, De
troit, were present at a luncheon given 
to Miss Nel l ie M . Roof on August 31. 
The occasion marked the retirement of 
Miss Roof after 43 years of service 
with the N e w Y o r k Central System. 

She began her service in February, 
1905, in the office of J . K . Russell, 
Superintendent of the Toledo Divis ion , 
in the old Union Depot in Cleveland. 
Later she was made chief operator of 
the L . S . & M . S . telephone exchange 
and still later advanced to traveling 
ranking chief operator of the Lines 
West. 

In October, 1921, she became sec
retary to W . E . Munger, then Auditor 
Freight Accounts, and continued in 
that capacity under succeeeding A u d i 
tors Freight Accounts T . W . Meyer 
and E. F. Haubold. In June, 1937, she 
was transferred to Detroit with the 
Auditor Freight Accounts office and 
finished her service there. 

Auditor Freight Accounts W . H . 
LeValley presided at the luncheon. H e 
delivered President Metzman's letter, 
presented the Certificate of Retirement 
and a purse contributed by her fel
low employes. 

Miss Roof w i l l make her home in 
Cleveland. 

The average freight locomotive con
sumes approximately one ton of coal 
for each nine miles traveled although 
the exact consumption depends on the 
locomotive, the weather, train load and 
other factors. 

"999" Rides Again 
The N e w Y o r k Central was well rep

resented at the Syracuse, N . Y . , Cen
tennial Celebration during the week of 
August 14 to 22. Prominent in the 
parade which marked the opening of 

B U S I N E S S L E A D E R S and N e w Y o r k Central officials of Charleston, W . V a . , are shown above at k n o w n replica of locomotive No. "999" 
unloading of the first Pacemaker Freight car to be run into Charleston on a newly established service manned by its regular crew from N e w 
to less than carload shippers. Left to right are C. O . Parsons, Agent; M i k e Margolis, C. M . Swayze, York Central Post 999 of the A m e r i -
Charles E. Hodges, and Brown Truslow, Charleston businessmen; John Haynes, Trucker; Carl R. c a n L e g i o n Cleveland. The "999" 
Heinisch, Traveling Freight Agent; W . G . Chase, Assistant Superintendent, Ohio Central Div i s ion ; m a d e a number o f apperances during 
Carl C . Harvey, Coal Traffic Agent; J . V . Laffan, Divis ion Freight and Passenger Agent. the pas t summer and, as usual, attracted much attention everywhere. 
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T H R E E N E W Y O R K C E N T R A L people who devote a good deal 
of their spare time to Sea Scouting are shown above with war hero 
Admira l W i l l i a m F. Halsey (third from le f t ) . They met the A d m i r a l 
when he visited Ossining, N . Y . , to present a trophy to the Sea Scout 
unit there for having the outstanding Sea Scout ship in the entire 
United States for 1948. Left to right, they are Gustave H . Howe, 
Treasurer of the N e w Y o r k Central System, who serves as Treasurer 
of the Hendrick Hudson Council , Boy Scouts of America; Harold 
Gensler, Clerk in the Revision Department, Accounting Bureau, who 
is mate of the trophy-winning ship; Charles L . Weeks, of the Ticket 
Stock Department, skipper of the ship. Also active in Ossining Sea 
Scouting and present at the trophy presentation, but not shown in this 
picture, was Lewis W . Perry, Assistant to the Timber Engineer, who 
has since died. 

Railroad Y. M. C JL's of 48 Roads 
Set Membership Goal for October 

Vice President L . W . Horning, System Chairman of the N e w Y o r k Central 
Y . M . C . A . Membership Campaign, has announced that the " Y " 's on the System 
w i l l join with the Associations on forty-seven other railroads during the month 
of October in promoting membership enrollment. A t the end of 1947, 19,352 
members carried cards in N e w Y o r k Central " Y " 's. The goal for the system is 
25,000 members. 

Robert V . Fletcher, Special Counsel ~ 
of the Association of American Rai l 
roads, is the chairman of the Conti
nental Membership Campaign Com
mittee made up of leaders from labor 
and management. The N e w Y o r k 
Central is represented on this com-

M. P. and R. S. Official 

Retires at Buffalo 
Francis J . Marr , General Supervisor 

of Piece W o r k Schedules, retired July 
31 after 46 years' continuous service 
with the N e w Y o r k Central in the 
Motive Power and Rol l ing Stock De
partment. Starting as a Clerk in the 
Car Department at East Buffalo in 
1902, he became a Piece W o r k In
spector in 1904. 

M r . Marr worked out of N e w Y o r k 
from 1909 to 1919, after which he 
made his headquarters at Buffalo. In 
January 1927 he was appointed to the 
position he held until his retirement. 

M r . Marr was succeeded by Fred J . 
Leidolf, former Assistant Supervisor 
of Piece W o r k Schedules, who came 
into the General Piece W o r k Office 
in 1941 from Beech Grove Locomotive 
Shop. 

As a farewell gift M r . Marr was 
given a purse donated by his many 
friends and associates. The presenta
tion was made at an informal gather
ing by T . J . O 'Donnel l , retired A r b i 
trator for the Niagara Frontier C . I .A . 

Sullivan Retires, Had 

57 Years at Polk St. 
Richard T . Sullivan, Chief Switch

ing Clerk at the Polk Street Freight 
Station, Chicago, retired August 31 
after nearly 57 years of continuous 
service in the station. 

M r . Sullivan was born in County 
Cork, Ireland, October 3, 1878. H e 
came to the United States in 1885 and 
on Oct. 6, 1891, went to work at the 
freight station, where, during the 
years, he has filled nearly every job. 

O n his final day fellow workers ar
ranged a farewell party at the freight 
house and presented him with two 
pieces of luggage, a $100 b i l l , and 
other gifts. 

cago; and W . B. Woodward, Jr., 
Chairman, General Grievance Commit
tee, Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire
men and Enginemen, Philadelphia. 

Organized in Cleveland on the old 
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern 
R a i l r o a d i n 1872. the R a i l r o a d Young 

Legion Post No. 134 

Active in Detroit 

Mr. Fletcher 

mittee by J . G . Castle, Assistant to 
Vice President, Personnel. Others on 
the committee include Eric Peterson, 
General Secretary-Treasurer, Interna
tional Association of Machinists, 
Washington; A . J . Cunningham, As
sistant to President, Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employes, C h i -

Mt. Carmel Storekeeper 

Retires After 42 Years 
W i l l i a m H . Preston, Storekeeper at 

M t . Carmel, Ill., retired July 31, after 
42 years and 4 months of service. 

M r . Preston began his railroad career 
as a Clerk in the M . of W . Department 
i n " 1906, and served in that capacity 
until 1911, when he was promoted to 
Accountant. In 1913 he was trans
ferred to the Stores Department and 
appointed Storekeeper, the position he 
held until his retirement. 

Fellow employes gathered at his of
fice on his last day of service, to pay 
their respects. M r . Preston was pre
sented with a purse by Harry M . 
Hutchins, on behalf of his fellow em
ployes. F. J . Roytek, Div is ion Store
keeper at Mattoon, then read letters 
from President Metzman and General 
Storekeeper E. H . Landers, commend
ing him on his faithful service, after 
which he was also presented with a 
certificate of service signed by M r . 
Metzman. 

Men's Christian Associations now are 
at work at 199 points on 48 of the 
leading railroads in the United States 
and Canada. The " Y " serves railroad
ers of all classifications, their families, 
and their neighbors at 29 points on 
the N e w Y o r k Central. 

In referring to the membership 
campaign, M r . Horning pointed out 
the Railroad ' Y " is a unique agency 
in industrial cooperation, controlled 
neither by management nor by organ
ized labor, but supported by both. 
Railroad Y . M . C . A . ' s across the conti
nent operate on an annual budget of 
eight mi l l ion dollars, M r . Horning 
said, derived from membership fees, 
contributions by members and friends, 
and appropriations from railroad com
panies. H e pointed out that the " Y " 's 
have the fu l l endorsement of all Broth
erhood and Railroad presidents, are 
operated by representative local com
mittees for the welfare of railroad 
people, and deserve the united support 
of the entire railroad family. 

Among summer activities of New. 
Y o r k Central American Legion Post 
N o . 134, Detroit, was the sponsorship 
of a team in the Legion Junior Base
ball League. Post 134's squad, playing 
in the League for the first time, made a 
creditable showing against the older, 
more experienced teams and even suc-
ceded in having two of its members 
chosen to play on the League All-Star 
team in competition for the Wayne 
County championship. 

The Post also staged a successful 
dance at the Elmwood Hotel, Windsor, 
Ont., during August. 

Wire Chief Dies 
Chas. J . Cole, who until his re

tirement on March 26, 1948, was 
employed as first trick W i r e Chief, 
Communications Department, Chicago, 
passed away on September 4. 

He was born at LaGrange, Ind., on 
March 16, 1883, and entered N e w 
Y o r k Central service July 16, 1904, 
as a Telegrapher. 

Mr. Webster 

Signal Maintainer 
W i l m o t J . Pettit, pensioned Sig

nal Maintainer of LaSalette, Ont., 
died August 30 in St. Joseph's Hospi
tal, London, Ont., at the age of 80. 
He had been employed in the Signal 
Department, Canada Divis ion , of the 
Michigan Central Railroad for 44 
years before his retirement August 31, 
1937. 

M r . Pettit served the Brotherhood 
of Railroad Signalmen as Grand Chief 
and later as Grand Secretary. 

H e raised and educated a large 
family; one son is a priest serving in 
the London Diocese and another of his 
sons is presently employed in the De
troit office of the N e w Y o r k Central. 

Retired Foreman Dies 
Harry Rouch, aged 66, who was 

Round House Foreman for more than 
40 years at Mattoon, I l l . , died at his 
home in Mattoon on Monday morn
ing, September 6. 

M r . Rouch was employed as a ma
chinist apprentice at Mattoon in June. 
1898, completing his apprenticeship in 

J. Webster Dies, 

Held High Post 

In Traffic Dept. 
James Webster, retired Assistant 

Traffic Manager, Chicago, whose warm, 
friendly understanding and scrupulous 
fairness won him a high place in the 
esteem of all who knew him, died 
August 29 at the age of 91 years. He 
had been retired since December 31, 
1926. 

M r . Webster was born in Derby, 
Ontario, December 14, 1856, the fifth 
child of a family of 11 children. He 
came to the United States in 1882, and 
became a citizen on March 3, 1889. 

He started his railroad career as 
an operator and stenographer with the 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway 
(now Canadian Pacific) A p r i l 1, 1874, 
at Toronto, and on May 1, 1880, went 
to the Great Western and Hamilton 
Railroad (now Grand Trunk) as ste
nographer. He held a number of rail
road positions before being appointed 
Assistant Freight Traffic Manager for 
the N e w Y o r k Central at Chicago in 
1910. 

O n A u g . 1, 1917, he was promoted 
to Freight Traffic Manager, and fur
ther advanced on March 1, 1920, to 
Assistant Traffic Manager, the position 
he held until retirement. 

M r . Webster is survived by a broth
er, Robert A . of Alb ion , Iowa, and a 
sister, Elizabeth, of Owen Sound, O n 
tario; a grandson, James T., now 
assistant to the N e w Y o r k Central's 
Vice President, Traffic; a granddaugh
ter, Frances, of Toronto, and great-
granddaughter, Elizabeth A n n . T w o 
sons, Thomas T . and James C , are 
deceased. 

June, 1902, after which he was em
ployed as a machinist. O n A p r i l 1, 
1911, he was appointed Round House 
Foreman, which position he held un
til his retirement on July 1, 1947. 

In addition to an auditorium, seat
ing 54 persons, the car has sleeping 
quarters, kitchen and office for the 
instructors who w i l l travel with it. It 
was developed and planned by the 
Freight Loss and Damage Prevention 
Bureau, Property Protection Depart
ment, at N e w Y o r k and is operated 
by Special Representatives of that 
Bureau in their respective territories. 

Its own diesel generator makes the 
car independent of outside sources of 
electrical current, and allows f u l l use 
of lighting, ventilation, and projec
tion machines in the remote areas not 
readily accessible to current supply. 

P R O P E R M E T H O D S of handling and loading of freight are be
ing described and illustrated here in the new General Instruction Car 
X-8005 at St. John's Park Station, N e w Y o r k City. Edwin G . 

Overmire, Asst. Supervisor of the Freight Loss and Damage Pre
vention Bureau, Property Protection Department, is at the microphone 
lecturing to a class over the car's public address system. 

Special Car Will Carry Instruction 
In Freight Handling All Over System 

A new, specially built, audio-visual school car was recently placed i n service 
by the N e w Y o r k Central to augment its intensive program to reduce loss and 
damage to freight. 

The 78-foot, all-steel car, designated X-8005, was constructed in the rai l 
road's own shops, and is now on a tour of the Central's 11,000 mile system 
to reach the thousands of freight station and yard switching personnel in
volved in handling freight and cars. 

Ample loud-speaking facilities and var
ious types of sound, motion and still 
photographic projection equipment 
have been installed. 

Round-the-clock sessions w i l l be 
necessary to reach the employes on 
all shifts at each location. In the N e w 
Y o r k City area, for example, over 50 
classes were required. 

It w i l l take several months to com
plete the tour of seven States and two 
Canadian Provinces, after which the 
program w i l l be repeated with a new 
series of educational films and lec
tures now in preparation. 
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It Must Be Correct 
W e who work for the N e w Y o r k Central probably can be pardoned 

for patting ourselves on the back over the favorable attention we've 
gained through our "Let's Keep Our Passengers Informed" program. 
After al l , not many steps in the industry in recent years have won 
more enthusiastic notice from the press and the public at large than 
has this service to our customers launched by President Metzman in a 
message to members of the Central family last winter. 

It would be impossible to compute, or even estimate, the thousands 
of individual cases since that time, in which the policy of giving 
accurate information, within the limits of availability, has save,d our 
customers from inconvenience, uneasiness, worry, or perhaps merely 
the pains of curiosity. By thus serving our customers, we have made 
better friends of them, encouraged them to come to us again with 
their business, and thereby contributed to making our own jobs more 
secure. 

The importance of this "Keep Our Passengers Informed" program 
arises, of course, from the fact that correct, complete information is 
often the most important thing in the world at the moment to the 
person who is seeking it. Something that we railroaders may at times 
be inclined to forget is that, to the individual passenger, his trip may 
be a very urgent, pressing matter. The making of proper connections, 
the knowing when he w i l l arrive, the track location of his train, the 
type of accommodations available—all these things frequently are very 
important to the person who phones "Information," stops a Con
ductor aboard train, or inquires of a Gateman regarding them. O n 
the answer to his question the customer may base a number of plans, 
all of them dependent on the accuracy of the reply he received. 

Keeping these things in mind, we can't help being aware of the 
supreme importance of accurate information in our business, and of 
how much depends on our faithful, painstaking efforts to make sure 
that we never give information carelessly, without being positive we 
are correct. 

A few cases have happened recently where, for one reason or an
other, inaccurate information was given to customers and the result 
was great inconvenience and unnecessary expense to them. O f course, 
we have also suffered a loss of friendship in such cases. In spite of 
the observation that " T o err is human," we must in this regard be 
"more than human" i f we wish to keep up the high standards of serv
ice by which alone we can attract the business that w i l l make our jobs 
secure. W e must allow no "margin for error" in continuing to carry 
out our policy of keeping our passengers informed. 

649 E. 89th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, 
August 25, 1948. 

M r . G . Metzman, President, 
New Y o r k Central Railroad. 
Dear Sir: 

On August 14, my friend, Richard 
Shine, 6240 South Elizabeth Street, 
Chicago, and I boarded the Advance 
Commodore enroute to Chicago. After 
having had an ideal vacation, nothing 
could have added more to our happi
ness than a comfortable, pleasant trip 
home. Because of the courtesy and ef
ficiency of all of your employes with 
whom we came in contact, we had a 
most enjoyable return trip. W e were 
particularly impressed with the food 
and service in the dining car and told 
the Steward, M r . J . Ryan, the food was 
"tops" and the service unequalled in 
our experience. W e can't resist giving 
him and his staff the highest com
mendation. 

Very truly yours, 
John Dolan 

Hudson, N . Y . 
August 25, 1948 

M r . F. H . Baird, 
General Passenger Traffic Manager, 
N e w Y o r k Central System 
Dear M r . Baird: 

I made a trip to Chicago on the 
Pacemaker on August 16 and returned 
on August 20 on the Lake Shore L i m 
ited. Made this trip especially to see 
the Railroad Fair. 

The Fair was splendid but I was 
especially impressed with the courteous 
treatment received by myself from the 
Conductor and also the Stewards in the 
dining cars. The meals were excellent. 

Moreover, I was especially impressed 
by the service I received here at H u d 
son in making my reservation for the 
Facemaker. Have been traveling on 
the N . Y . C . since 1909 and sort of feel 
a friendship for it. 

Thanks again for the courteous serv
ice received. 

Yours sincerely, 
Charles J . Kerschner 

508 Warren St., Hudson, N . Y . 

White Plains, N . Y . 
M r . F. H . Baird, 
Gen. Passenger Traffic M g r . , 
N e w Y o r k Central System 
Dear Sir: 

Complaints seem to be the order of 
the day, while mum is the word for 
the more agreeable and satisfactory 
events of life. It is upon the latter 
that I wish to raise my voice. 

Have just returned from a trip to 
Los Angeles—going June 22nd on the 
Pacemaker to Chicago, then taking the 
Southern route out and returning by 
the Overland. From Chicago to De
troit on the Wolverine, on A u g . 4th 
on Empire State to N . Y . I feel quali
fied to make some deductions along the 
lines of comfort and service enroute. 

It is in this respect that I give un
qualified praise and recognition to the 
N e w Y o r k Central Lines. The dining 
service was unsurpassed. I was much 
impressed by the high degree of clean
liness on all the three N . Y . C . Lines 

of my travel. 
Sincerely yours, 

M r s . Rosemary Gerhard 

1282 East 49th Street 
Brooklyn 3, N . Y . 

July 17, 1948 
N e w Y o r k Central System, 
N e w York , N . Y . 
Gentlemen: 

This is a letter of commendation 
for A . H . Scott, Brakeman on Train 
N o . 38 on July 16, 1948. 

M y wife was taken seriously i l l 
while we were staying in Albany and it 
was necessary to rush her to a hospital 
here in Brooklyn. M r . Scott and the 
entire train crew, from the porter up, 
saw to it that everything in their power 
was done to assure my wife's comfort 
for the trip down. M r . Scott arranged 
for a wheel-chair to get us to a cab, 
and my wife is now in the hospital, 
having gotten there with little time to 
spare. 

I would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to the entire N e w Y o r k Central 
System, and also to congratulate you 
for having the kind people you do in 

Thanking you, I remain 
Irvin G . Gasman 

The Cleveland Press 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
August 30, 1948. 

M r . L . A . Schroeder, 
General Passenger Agent, 
N e w York Central System, 
Cleveland 13, Ohio . 
Dear M r . Schroeder: 

I want to thank you and your effi
cient staff for the smooth way our 
trip for Carriers to Greenfield Vi l lage 
August 25, went off. Y o u r excellent 
arrangements anticipated every detail. 
Your assistant, M r . Spain, who accom
panied us, was most cooperative and 
had the answer ready for every step. 

Of course the real big treat for the 
boys was the dining cars. Y o u r folks 
did a beautiful job there and the boys 
ore still talking about the turkey 
dinner. The souvenir menus made a 
hit and many of them are covered with 
autographs by the waiters, train crew, 
etc. The cardboard models distributed 
in the dining car made a hit too. I 
was as much surprised as the boys 
when that showed up. It is a nice 
idea. 

I want you to know too that M r . 
Melkerson, the photographer you sent 
with us, fitted right into our party as 
if he had worked with us for years. 
He took some very nice pictures and 
I'll send you samples of the material 
used. 

Last, although not least, your own 
efforts in arranging for nice equipment 
are thoroughly appreciated. As you 
know, August 25 th was a record break
ing day for heat and the air-conditioned 
coaches were the most comfortable 
spot we found all day. The stream
lined engine also made a big hit. W e 
must have some future railroaders 
among our Carriers. They were asking 
all the way up when they could get 
off and take pictures of the engine. 
They had an opportunity as soon as 
we arrived. 

Thanks again for everything. 
Sincerely yours, 
F. M . Stewart 
Home Delivery Manager. 
The C l e v e l a n d P r e s s 

We Still Need To Improve 
The recent national public opinion survey conducted for the Asso

ciation of American Railroads, while it showed that the public pref
erence for rail travel over air is growing, also pointed up the need for 
even greater efforts by railroad employes along the line of public 
relations. 

W h e n asked for their opinion as to which form of transportation 
has the friendliest and most courteous employes, 36 per cent of the 
people questioned mentioned airlines. N i n e per cent cited the rail
roads, while 16 per cent claimed no difference between the two and 
30 per cent expressed no choice. 

Even among people who ride trains frequently (10 or more trips 
in the past year), half considered airline treatment superior. 

A m o n g people who had recently traveled by rail, 14 per cent re
ported that something had happened on their last trip that would 
cause them to be "particularly critical of railroad employes." 

W h i l e such items as comfort, safety, and dependability contribute, 
according to the survey, to making rail travel more generally favored, 
it was made clear that railroad employes have an excellent chance 
to increase the margin of preference (and thereby enhance their jobs) 
by improving the friendliness and courtesy of their service. 

Near the top among improvements which respondents to the poll 
thought the railroads should make, was the betterment of courtesy 
on the part of personnel. 

Evidence was given, it should be pointed out, that the public re
alizes the railroads are striving for improvement in this field. The 
prevalent view among people questioned was that rail employes are 
more accommodating to passengers now than they were a year ago. 
However, there is certainly no occasion for us to be self-satisfied 
about the results of the survey. 

Another opinion expressed by respondents to the poll—that the rail-

7809 Essex Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, 
August 25, 1948. 

M r . G . Metzman, President, 
N e w Y o r k Central Railroad. 
Dear M r . Metzman: 

Since returning from a delightful 
vacation, part of which was made ex
tremely enjoyable by my contacts with 
some of your employes enroute, I want 
to take this opportunity to mention the 
fol lowing for outstanding service: 

M r . Baxter (Passenger Agent) 
who arranged for seats for our 
party. W e arrived later than we 
expected and contacted M r . Bax
ter. W e found him most coopera
tive. 
M r . Thomas Ryan (connected with 
dining car service). W e were 
fortunate in coming in contact 
with M r . Ryan and being able to 
congratulate him personally on 
the excellent dining car service 
and the quality of the food. 
M r . Bul l ion (Conductor) was 
very helpful by giving us infor
mation concerning connections at 
Buffalo, etc. 
M r . W i l s o n (Waiter in club car) . 
W e made good use of M r . W i l s o n 
while we enjoyed a spirited game 
of pinochle. 

W e have formerly given our busi
ness to a competing line where we 
thought we were well treated, but the 
above gentlemen, by their efficiency 
and graciousness, " s o l d " us on your 
line for future trips. 

Very truly yours, 
T . E . Nolan . 

roads need more new equipment—had, of course, already been acted 
upon by the N e w York Central in its passenger improvements pro
gram costing the impressive sum of $86,000,000. But, as must be 
clear to every railroader, new equipment is only half the story. The 
quality of service we can render to our customers depends fully as 
much upon our genuine, sincere friendliness and courtesy towards 
them as it does upon our having the newest and best equipment. 
We're getting the one; let's continue making progress towards the 
other. 

People still do love the romance of the railroads. Railroading is in the 
blood of most Americans, brought up in an era when the rails symbolized 
the glamor of travel over the horizons. 

—Worcester (Mass.) Telegram 

Dominican Camp 
Kelleys Island, O . 

M r . P . M . Wol fe 
N e w York Central Railroad 
Cleveland. Ohio 
Dear M r . Wol fe : 

W e wish to congratulate you for the 
splendid fashion in which you took 
care of the 136 campers and staff on 
August 18. Thank you sincerely, and 
may God bless all your efforts. 

Sister A n n Joachim, O . P . 
Camp Director 
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Chart Shows New 

Benefit Schedule 

For Retirements 

Table I. — Il lustrative values of monthly retirement annuities under the Railroad Retirement Act for selected values 
of the monthly compensation and the number of years of service 

(Effective July 1, 1948) 

Some figures on the new schedule of 
annuity payments to retired railroad 
employes are given in a table which 
is reproduced to the right of this 
column, showing amounts to be paid 
in the case of certain average monthly 
incomes and varying lengths of service. 

In almost al l cases, the new sched
ule, which took effect last July 1, 
jumped annuity payments 20 per cent. 
This includes annuities resulting from 
joint-survivor elections made prior to 
July 31, 1946. Widow's annuities are 
not included in the increase. 

Another change in the retirement 
benefits is the lump-sum death benefit 
payable to survivors of deceased em
ployes and annuitants. Under the new 
provision, survivors would in no case 
receive less than the employe taxes 
which they paid from their compensa
tion beginning January 1, 1937, plus 
an allowance for interest, but less the 
amount of any annuity that might have 
been paid. The lump-sum payment is 
not made where survivors are imme
diately eligible to receive monthly ben
efits. This change, however, applies 
only to deaths occurring on and after 
January 1, 1947. 

(Attention is invited to the article 
on this page, immediately beneath the 
chart of figures, which explains in de
tail regulations governing the designa
tion of beneficiary and the awarding of 
residual payments.) 

In consulting the illustrative table 
on this page, it should be remembered 
that years of service in excess of 30 
w i l l be countable in determining the 
amount of the monthly annuity only 
when the entire service counted has 
taken place since 1936. Thus the last 
three lines of the table, which show 
annuity payments based on 35, 40. 
and 45 years of service, w i l l not take 
effect until 1972, 1977, and 1982 re
spectively. The first year in which any 
annuity based on more than 30 years' 
service w i l l be payable is 1967. 

M o n t h l y c o m p e n s a t i o n 

ploye has not specified otherwise by 
filing a designation with the Railroad 
Retirement Board, any residual amount 
which may be due after his death w i l l 
be paid to his widow (or widower) , 
children, parents, or estate, in that 
o r d e r . Since these are the very per-
sons whom the employe would be 
most likely to designate anyway, filing 
a designation form in the majority of 
cases would serve no purpose. 

Employes should also remember that 
the filing of a designation does not 
necessarily mean that the beneficiary 
named w i l l receive a residual payment. 
There are two reasons why this may 
be true. First, very often previously 
paid benefits w i l l already have ab
sorbed the entire residual amount; and 
second, a residual payment cannot be 
made until after entitlement to all 
other survivor benefits has ceased. If, 
however, the only outstanding bene
fits are those to which a widow or 
parent may be entitled upon reaching 
age 65, that widow or parent may 
make the residual payment available 
immediately by waiving all rights to 
the future monthly benefits. 

Some employes, however, w i l l wish 

Storekeeper Wim 

Golf Tournament 
T . E . Mclntyre, Storekeeper, Elkhart, 

Ind., won the annual golf tourney spon
sored by the N e w Y o r k Central R.R. 
Y . M . C . A . at Mishawaka's Eberhardt 
course on August 19. 

Mclntyre, a left hander, copped the 
Peoria handicap style tourney with a 
76. Chick Newman had low gross with 
86. H . C. V a n Bergen, Trainmaster, 
Toledo Divis ion , ended second to M c 
lntyre with 77, and Russ Kreider, last 
year's champ, was third with 78. Cash 
prizes and golf balls were given to 
winners. 

Other high finishers were Cecil 
G u h l , Car Department Foreman; Ralph 
Bronson, Pattern Shop; Howard Al len , 
Foundry; Robert Anderson, Signal 
Shop; Orland Pavoni, Foundry; Snead 
Low, Railroad Y . M . C . A . Secretary; 
Doyle Harbaugh, Pattern Shop; Jack 
Swartzell, Foundry. 

The golf committee was composed of 
John Bergmann, Police Department; 
Dick Ki rkwood, Signal Department 
and Ira Heider, Stores Department. 

(The following information is 
provided by the U. S. Railroad Re
tirement Board.) 

The privilege of naming a bene
ficiary is restored to every railroad em-
ploye under the 1948 amendmets to the Railroad Retirement Act. This is 

made part of the provision which 
guarantees each worker, by means of 
a residual payment, that he and his 
survivors w i l l get back in benefits 
more than he pays in retirement taxes. 

The residual payment is similar to 
the old 4-percent lump-sum death 
benefit that was eliminated by the 
1946 amendments. It is equal to 4 
percent of an employes creditable rail
road earnings in 1937-46, and 7 per
cent thereafter, minus any railroad 
retirement benefits paid to him and 
any survivor benefits paid with re
spect to his death under the Railroad 
Retirement or Social Security Acts. 

Usually Unnecessary 

Although employes may now desig
nate their beneficiaries, more often 
than not they w i l l find it unnecessary 
to do so. To explain: when the em-

to designate a beneficiary, and the fol
lowing explanation is for their benefit. 

Use Official Form 

A designation of beneficiary must 
be made on the official form which has 
been prescribed by the Board for that 
purpose. This form (AA-11a) entitled 

Designation or Change of Benefici
ary," may be obtained from any Board 
office. It must be completed in dupli
cate and both the original and the 
copy must be submitted to the Board. 
The copy w i l l be returned to the em
ploye. 

The employe may name anyone he 
chooses — that is, he may name a 
relative, a friend, or an organization. 
H e may name more than one, but he 
must show the fu l l name, address, re
lationship ( if any), and the share he 
wishes each to receive unless the 
amount is to be divided equally. A l 
ternate beneficiaries can also be named 
to receive the payment if those named 
as primary beneficiaries are not alive 
when it becomes payable. 

No Erasures 

Employes are cautioned when fi l l ing 

out the form to make sure that it is 
free from erasures or corrections, 
which may invalidate the designation. 

The employe's signature on the des
ignation form and the date of execu
tion must be witnessed by two disin
terested persons. That means, of 
course, that anyone named as bene
ficiary cannot act as a witness. 

If. after making a designation, an 
employe later wishes to change or re
voke it, he must fill out a new Form 
A A - 1 1 a . If he wishes to revoke a 
designation without naming a new 
beneficiary, he may insert a phrase, in 
the space reserved for listing bene
ficiaries, to the effect that he is filing 
the form only for the purpose of re
voking his previous designation. 

The fol lowing are important points 
to remember: 

(1) In the majority of instances 
employes w i l l not find it necessary to 
file a designation of beneficiary. 

(2) A designation filed before June 
23, 1948, is not val id. 

(3) The completed designation-of-
beneficiary form should be mailed to 
the office of the Board nearest the 
employe's home. 

Queen of Decatur Celery Fete 

Honored by New York Central 

Shop Wins First Prize 

With Labor Day Exhibit 
Labor Day was featured at the St. 

Thomas, Ont., Terminal of the N e w 
Y o r k Central by a community parade 
to the local park. Almost all indus
tries in the community participated. 
The program fol lowing the parade 
was organized by the local Trades and 
Labor Council , consisting chiefly of 
railway organizations with which or
ganizations of local industries and 
merchants cooperated to the fullest 
extent. 

The N e w Y o r k Central Locomotive 
Shops received first prize for indus
trial exhibits in the parade. Their 
prize-winning entry was a N e w Y o r k 
Central train mounted on tractors—an 
engine, carloads of live baby pigs, 
automobile parts, general merchandise, 
and a miniature waycar. A l l of the 
units of the train were mounted upon 
tractors and trucks. 

This exhibit was prepared and 
staffed by members of the Boilermak
ers organization. 

September 9 was Railroad Day at 
the Decatur, M i c h . , Celery Festival 
and Centennial Celebration. There was a 
display of N e w Y o r k Central locomo
tives and equipment; and J . L . McKee , 
Vice President, Assistant to President, 
Chicago, was on hand to officially 
crown "Miss Decatur," in private life 
Miss Esther Schuur, 20-year-old senior 
at Michigan State College. Miss Schuur 
reigned as queen for the four-day 
celebration, September 8 to 11. 

The Decatur Celery Festival is an 
annual affair sponsored by the Deca
tur Agricultural Association. Decatur 
is the center of an important celery-
growing area. Ordinarily, there is a 
three-day celebration. This year, how
ever, the event coincided with the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the town and also with the 100th 
anniversary of the building of the 
Michigan Central Railroad through 
the town. Consequently, the event 
held more than usual significance and 
was expanded in scope. 

Another extra feature this year was 
the presence of Edgar Bergen, whose 
boyhood years were spent in Decatur. 
September 10. the day fol lowing Rail

road Day, was Edgar Bergen Day, but 
M r . Bergen arrived early enough the 
day before to appear on the platform 
with M r . McKee, bringing with him 
Charlie McCarthy and Mortimer 
Snerd. 

Other Officials Present 

Other N e w Y o r k Central officials 
attending the Railroad Day festivities 
included Ralph DeForest, Assistant 
General Manager at Detroit ; W . E. 
Frackelton, General Passenger Agent, 
Detroit ; and Fred Wheeler, Freight 
Claim Agent at Detroit. Ezra Planck, 
N e w Y o r k Central Agent at Decatur, 
played a prominent part in setting up 
arrangements for the celebration. 

Miss Schuur, in addition to the 
honor of being named "Miss Decatur," 
gained two other substantial awards 
when she was chosen from a field of 
16 finalists. One was a complete 
wardrobe-given by the Decatur A g r i 
cultural Association. The other was a 
trip via N e w Y o r k Central to the 
Chicago Railroad Fair. O n this trip 
she was accompanied by M r . and M r s . 
DeForest; her mother, M r s . Mary 
Schuur; and her fiance. Vice President McKee Crowns Miss Decatur 

Now Possible To Name Beneficiary, but Often Not Necessary To Do So 
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Let's Know the Facts 
(Concluded from page one) 

for the government. A l l expenses of collecting the tax and account
ing for it are borne by us. 

Must Remain Equal to Tasks 

Our purpose, of course, in undertaking a $300,000,000 improve
ments program on the N e w Y o r k Central is to increase our efficiency 
and our capacity to handle business. W e feel that this is the only 
way our railroad in particular, and the nation's roads in general, can 
remain equal to the gigantic and continuing tasks which face them 
in normal times, and to the super-human assignments which fal l to 
them in times of emergency. 

This country can have neither prosperity nor security unless its 
railroads are allowed to maintain themselves in condition to discharge 
their great responsibilities. To do this, the roads must be able to 
attract business which w i l l provide revenues and thus make continued 
expansion and modernization possible. Continuance of the trans
portation tax is a definite obstacle to the development of passenger 
business. If we of the railroads are to believe that the government's 
regard for our industry amounts to more than mere l ip service, it is 
time that handicaps like this one were removed. 

W. Side Brakemen 
Top Shoe Tourney 

Two brakemen of the 72 Street Y a r d 
force went to the finals of the recent 
horseshoe pitching tournament spon
sored by the N e w Y o r k Central 
Athletic Association of Manhattan. 

C. Bruno emerged as champion of 
the event, while runner-up was Ken 
O ' D e l l . 

A horseshoe league, believed to be 
the first industrial pitching league in 
this area, has been organized among 
Central employes and is now engaged 
in regular play on the courts of the 
72 Street Railroad Y . M . C . A . 

It is anticipated that the number 
of teams engaged in the ringer-throw
ing sport w i l l increase and that leagues 
may be organized at other points on 
the System. 

H E R E IS T H E Locomotive Shop softball team, winner of the first 
half championship in the N e w Y o r k Central Railroad Y . M . C . A . 
league at Cleveland. Kneel ing, left to right, are H . Wiesler, W . 
Gamble, Erwin Gates (batboy), P. J . Mihel ic (co-manager), R. W i l 
cox. Standing, left to right, E . Hunt (manager), W . Krukemeir, G . 
Cvetic, G . Stephens, G . Janke, R. Monday, C . Shislia, D . Gorjup. 

President 

Century— 
(Concluded from Page 1) 

news services, and syndicates boarded 
the new Century in Grand Central for 
a special run up the Hudson to 
Poughkeepsie and return. Several ra
dio programs were recorded aboard 
for later broadcast, and many reporters 
telephoned their stories to city desks 
from the train by means of the Cen
tury's new radio-telephone service. 

A public exhibition of the new 
streamliner on September 16 drew 
33,218 persons to view the "latest 
thing on wheels." The showing lasted 
from 8:00 A . M . to 11:00 P . M . 

The new Centuries made their first 
regular runs on Friday, September 17. 
O n the trip from N e w Y o r k to C h i 
cago, the noted newscaster, W . W . 
Chaplin, did a broadcast direct from 
the train, via radio-telephone, to the 
National Broadcasting Co. newsroom 
in N e w York , from where it was 
piped out to radio stations al l over 
the country. 

Wayne County Veterans 

Have Big Get-Together 
The Wayne County Veterans' Asso

ciation held their annual reunion at 
Clyde, N . Y . , Sunday, September 11th, 
attended by 253 veterans. The oldest 
present was Engineman Thomas Bost-
wick of Newark, N . Y . , 88 years of 
age, who retired with fifty-four years 
of service. 

The Chairman of this reunion was 
Engineman J . Kanaley, who has been 
instrumental in holding these affairs 
annually. Toastmaster was M r . J . B . 
Delaney, Superintendent, Syracuse D i 
vision. 

Three prizes were awarded. The 
first prize, twenty-five dollars, was won 
by former Superintendent Agans; sec
ond prize of fifteen dollars was won 
by Leo McPeak, Section Foreman; and 
third prize, ten dollars, was won by 
A . Christian. 

No Escape from Hobby Habit 
For This Versatile Electrician 

C. Bruno (left) and Ken O'Dell, win
ner and runner-up respectively in re
cent horseshoe pitching tournament 
held by the N.Y.C. A.A. 

F. H . Burroughs, Electrician at 
Beech Grove, Ind., is a man of many 
hobbies. 

Back in 1939 M r . Burroughs com
pleted a model H . O . gauge railroad 
which won a blue ribbon at the Indian
apolis Hobby Show. It took three 
years to build and included double 
track, switch yards, towers, and coach 
yard facilities. There were freight 
trains and a passenger train, an exact 
reproduction of The Pacemaker. 

Cellar Was Crowded 

Then there arrived in the Burroughs 
basement a new washing machine and 
tubs; so the train moved out for lack 
of space. 

Soon a new hobby developed—this 
time a miniature circus. W i t h the aid 
of M r s . Burroughs, the circus was on 
the road in 1940. Its first showing was 

in the Indianapolis News W i n d o w , 
then on to the hobby show. It also 
took first prize. 

Birds Took Over 

The next Burroughs hobby was 
totally different — raising parakeets. 
That almost became a full-time hobby. 
Developing different strains and study
ing the effects was very interesting. 
Soon there were too many birds to 
handle and again space became scarce 
in the Burroughs household. 

M r . Burroughs has a new hobby now 
which he is unwil l ing to discuss at 
present, but it w i l l be exhibited at the 
Indiana State Fair this year and he is 
hoping for another blue ribbon. 

The railroad industry in 1947 used 
about ten per cent of the total output 
of finished steel. 

Bridge Competition 

Postponed to Nov. 6 
The N e w Y o r k Central bridge tour

nament scheduled for October 9 and 
10 in Cleveland, with the G . Metzman 
Trophy at stake for the winning pair, 
has been postponed until November 6 
and 7, according to John Franks, i n 
charge of the event. 

Difficulty in arranging accommoda
tions for the large number of entrants 
expected for the competition, because 
of the virtual certainty that the Worlds 
Series w i l l be taking place in Cleveland 
at the time, necessitated the postpone
ment to the later date. 

L.C.L. Club Outing 

Held at Indianapolis 
Approximately 200 people were on 

hand for the annual outing of the 
L . C . L . Club, a social organization of 
Indianapolis Freight House clerks, at 
Kernel's Lake, near Indianapolis. 

There was an abundance of food 
and refreshments to suit nearly any 
taste. Bal l games, tennis, horse shoe 
pitching and cards provided entertain
ment. 

The oldest trackage agreement ever 
consummated in the United States was 
one made 100 years ago between the 
N e w Y o r k & Harlem and the N e w 
Y o r k & N e w Haven railroads for the 
joint use of tracks between Wi l l i ams 
Bridge and N e w Y o r k City. 

THIS GROUP, all employes of depart
ments in the General Office Building, 
Cleveland, gathered at a luncheon re
cently to honor Mrs. Charles Marz, who 
retired after 24 1/2 years of service in 
the District Engineer's Office. 

They are, left to right, first row, 
Helen McDonald, Elizabeth Wagner, 
Mattie Ahrens, May Ruddy, Mrs. 
Charles Marz, Edna M. Haffner, Jean 
Truhan, Lillian Truhan, Mary Smith, 
Helen Fuhr. 

Second row, Naomi Starzynslci, Rose 
Cort, Ruth Brunner, Mabelle Ross, 
Charlotte Weaver, Ella Ruddy, Jane 
Hornilc, Ann Brennan, Frances Moslco-
witz, Mary Kilcoyne, Margaret Divolcy. 

Third row, Ann Downs, Helen Siebold, 
Lillian Schwert, Julia Hough, Elsa 
Larson, Lucille Kramer, Agnes Dunlop, 
Josephine Ryan, Beatrice Webber, 

i Julia Wise, Meta Concana, Emily Stur-
| gis, Helen Howard, Lucille Miller, 
Frances Peretz, Jane Sepko. 

The 33rd Street Freight House softball team (top pic
ture) won the New York Central Athletic Association of 
Manhattan championship for 1948 by taking two close 
games (3-1 and 2-1) in a play-off series with the Passenger 
Traffic team of New York (below). 

Members of the winning team are (first row, left to 

right), R. Dionisio, J. Dionisio, P. Zmirek, T. Esposito, M. 
Gleason. Second row, H. Shanahan, J. Kennedy, E. Cos-
tello, R. Furlong, J. Christie, J . Maitre and V. Burns. 

On the losing squad are (first row, left to right), J . Spina, 
E. O'Brien, W. Raines, G. Conley, J. Vaughan. Second 
row, J. Breglia, J . Knobloch, D. Wyman, R. Ryan, R. Doyle. 


