
V o l . I I , N o . 1 0 O C T O B E R , 1 9 4 1 

Houghton Takes 
Over Job Held by 
E. M. Wilcox 

W . L. Houghton, formerly Master 
Mechanic, Chicago, was advanced to 
Assistant Superintendent of Equip­
ment, Indiana Harbor Belt and Chi­
cago Junction, September 1. Mr. 
Houghton, whose headquarters will re­
main in Chicago, succeeded E. M. Wi l ­
cox, who retired on the same date. 

Mr. Houghton started service with 
the railroad August 1, 1908, at the 
Beech Grove shops. He was promoted 
to Foreman, Piece Work Inspector, at 
Bucyrus, July 1, 1918, and on Novem­
ber 1, of the same year, was made 
Assistant Erecting Foreman. On July 
15, 1922, he was transferred to the 
Ohio Division of the New York Cen­
tral as General Foreman at Stanley, 
Ohio. His next advancement was to 
Assistant General Foreman at Linndale 
Engine House on April 1, 1939. Five 
months later he was moved to Chicago 
as Master Mechanic. 

Mr. Houghton's former post has 
been taken by G. P. Roffe, who came 
to Chicago from the Linndale Engine 
House, where he was General Fore­
man. 

Mr. Roffe started work as a laborer 
January 20, 1913, and subsequently 
held jobs as Boilermaker Helper, Clerk 
and Storekeeper, Machinist Helper, 
Machinist and Shop Inspector, being 
a p p o i n t e d t o the latter post May 3, 
1922. He was appointed Piece Work 
Inspector at Avis, Pa., May 16, 1922, 
later returning to Machinist at West 
Albany. On August 8, 1938, he was 
made Gang Foreman at Englewood 
Engine House and on July 38, 1939, 
was transferred to General Foreman 
at the Linndale Engine House. 

Eighty Thousand Freight Cars Handled in Six 

Months by N. Y. Central's Marine Department 

Century Vet 
Makes Last Run 

Thomas L. Rhees, Conductor on the 
Twentieth Century Limited and a vet­
eran of forty-one years' service, retired 
September 30. 

Mr. Rhees was born at Maple 
Grove,, O., October 24, 1875, and 
entered railroad service as a freight 
brakeman September 26, 1900. He 
was promoted to freight conductor 
October 19, 1903, and again promoted 
on April 2, 1913, to passenger con­
ductor. In recent years he has been 
assigned to Twentieth Century and 
Commodore Vanderbilt runs over the 
Western and Toledo Divisions. 

In 1935, Mr. Rhees was personally 
commended by Assistant Vice-President 
McKee for his handling of train No. 
43 on the night of September 13, fol­
lowing an engine failure, when he 
cleared the main line in the shortest 
possible time. 

W a r n s o f Ship Fire 
Because of the alertness of Edward 

Cowan, Electric Division Engineman, 
New York City police were able to 
offer speedy rescue to survivors of 
the burning Finnish steamer Aurora, 
anchored in Hudson River off Spuy-
ten Duyvil. Noticing the fire while 
operating a train at 3:30 a.m., Engine-
man Cowan attracted radio police to 
the river front by blasts of his en­
gine's whistle. 

Stricken in Terminal 
Raymond M. Gray, Assistant Con­

ductor on the Hudson Division, died 
August 27 from a sudden heart at­
tack in Grand Central Terminal, New 
York. He was 51 years old and en­
tered railroad service in 1918 as a 
brakeman. 

T E R E are railroaders who prefer 
to go down to the sea in ships as 

captains and deckhands—even if it is 
only to New York harbor in tugs and 
floats—rather than speed over land in 
locomotives and cabooses. 

For there is work to be done on the 
New York Central requiring a steady 
hand on the deckhouse wheel as well 
as on the throttle and a sure foot on 
heaving decks as well as in busy 
freight yards. 

The work of the New York Central 
Marine Department in the Port of 
New York, a terminal point of the 
System, is a necessity in the final de­
livery and original pick-up of much of 
the freight which moves over the rails. 
In the first six months of this year, 
for example, the Department lightered 
1,260,387 tons of merchandise and 
floated 80,320 freight cars. 

The Marine Department, with 268 
units of equipment, operates one of the 
largest and finest fleets of freighting 
vessels in the harbor. Its activities are 
directed by Superintendent L. Relyea, 
who is also in command of the River 
Division. Headquarters of the Marine 
Department, at 2 Broadway, New 
York City, are in charge of F. Gleis-
ner, Assistant Superintendent. 

On a recent sunny morning at 7 
a.m. New York Central Diesel-electric 
Tug No. 34 rocked against her moor­
ing lines off Pier 2 in Weehawken, 
home port of the fleet. Captain Wi l ­
liam Effertz and his crew of five men 
had just taken over for their eight-

Above, New York Central Diesel Tug 
33 rounding lower Manhattan from 
Hudson River into East River with a 
covered barge in tow. Of the 25 tugs 
in the Marine Department only one 
has a name, the Chauncey M. Depew, 
in honor of the former distinguished 
chairman of the board of the New 
York Central. NYC tugs operate in 
New York Harbor waters within a 30-
mile radius from Weehawken, making 
an average of 500 tows and shifts 

every day. 

hour shift. A brief check found every­
thing ship-shape. 

Captain Effertz leaned from a win­
dow of the pilot house and called to 
Deckhands Joseph Bohets and Henry 
Gebhardt to cast off. The craft backed 
slowly out from its berth and hovered 
off the end of Pier 2. Then came the 
first order of the day. 

Despatcher Tom Davison picked up 
a megaphone and called from the win­
dow of the Dispatcher's Office in the 
direction of Tug 34: 

"Barge Fishkill gangway 7 North of 
Pier 4 to gangway 6 on South of 
Pier 3." 

Capt. Effertz waved understanding, 
jotted the order down as the first en­
try on his log for that day and swung 
his craft around upriver. Nosing up 
to Gangway 7, First Deckhand Bohets 
stood at the bow with a two-inch 
hawser coiled in his hands. When Tug 
34 nudged the Fishkill Bohets las­
soed the nearest bit and tied up fast 
alongside. 

Floatman Charles Lagerquist then 

stepped from the gunwales of the tug 
to the deck of the barge and made 
fast another line aft. The floatman in 
every tug's crew does his work on the 
barges and floats which are towed. 
Floatman Lagerquist then released the 
mooring lines of the Fishkill and Tug 
34 backed water with her charge out 
into the river. When the order had 
been completed, Tug 34 returned to 
Pier 2 for the next order from the 
despatcher. 

The log of Tug 34 for the rest of 
the day read: 

"Float 15 from 3 bridge West Shore 
to South side of Pier 35, East River 
—Barge Dayton from North of Pier 
9, East River, to North of Pier 6, 
Brooklyn—Barge Oakfield from North 
of Pier 59, North River, to end of pier 
North of Pier 59, North River—re­
ported back at Pier 2, Weehawken— 
ferryboat Weehawken into Lang's 
Shipyard, Hoboken, for repairs—Barge 
Lansing from North of Pier 64 North 
River to North of Pier F, Jersey City 
—Barge Fairport from South of Pier 
17, North River, to North side of 
Pier 37, East River—light back to 
Pier 2, Weehawken—off duty." 

Many miles of the harbor had been 
traversed in the duties of the day. 
When away from Weehawken, subse­
quent orders were received by tele­
phone calls to Pier 2. Enroute, the 
deckhands kept a sharp eye on the 
barges and floats lashed alongside, 
while casting appraising looks at 
passing harbor craft. For lunch the 

(Concluded on page 8 ) 

M. E. Welch to 
Retire Oct. 31; 
Dinner Planned 

M. E. Welch, Superintendent of 
Grand Central Terminal, Electric, Har­
lem and Putnam Divisions, will retire 
as of October 31. Friends and associ­
ates will tender him a reception and 
testimonial dinner on Monday night, 
October 6, at the Hotel Commodore, 
New York City. 

The dinner will be held in the main 
ball room and is scheduled for 7:30 
P.M. 

Mr. Welch, who is a self made man 
who came up from the ranks, has 
given fifty years of outstanding service, 
during which he has endeared himself 
to all those with whom he came in 
contact. 

Individual and general letters of in­
vitation have been tendered his asso­
ciates in the service, as well as execu­
tive officers, in the hope of making 
the event truly representative. An ef­
fort is being made to have as many 
as possible of his friends from the 
Buffalo, Syracuse and Rochester dis­
tricts—where he put in many years' 
service—attend the function as well as 
his associates of more recent years. 

A large orchestra will provide clas­
sical and popular musical selections 
during the reception and dinner. The 
program will be supplemented by vo­
calists. 

Fo l low ing the d inner there wil l he 

dancing. Ladies have been especially 
invited. 

Chicago Legion 

Officer is Honored 
Anthony H. Hilgers, Accountant in 

the office of the District Station Ac­
countant, Englewood, Ill., and Past 
Commander of O'Donnell-Eddy Post 
No. 714, The American Legion, re­
cently was honored at the Springfield, 
I l l . , state convention of the Legion 
when he was elected for a two-year 
term as Commander of the Fourth 
District. The Fourth District com­
prises over 4,000 Legionnaires and 
covers most of the south side of 
Chicago. 

Commander Hilgers has long been 
known in Legion circles for his vigor-
our activities in building patriotism 
among the young people of the coun­
try. Membership of the Fourth District 
has reached an all-time high this year. 

Aids Distressed W o m a n 
Recently a woman bought a ticket 

at Indianapolis for Olmstead, I l l . , 
to attend her brother's funeral. The 
only passenger service south of Har-
risburg is a mixed train, and the 
timetable showed that train as arriv­
ing at 1:45 P.M. The funeral was to 
be held at 2 P.M. 

Mixed trains, however, do not run 
exactly on scheduled time, and it was 
found, on her arrival at Harrisburg, 
that the train on that particular day 
would not arrive at Olmstead until 
4 P.M., too late for the funeral. She 
did not have sufficient funds for a 
taxi cab. 

About that time Captain C. D . Phil­
lips, of the Big Four Police Depart­
ment, arrived in his automobile, 
enroute to Cairo. He promptly offered 
to take her to Olmstead, where she 
arrived in ample time. 

Courtesy such as this is what brings 
passengers back to the Big Four time 
after time. 

Every freight car owned by the rail­
roads in the first half of 1941 per­
formed approximately three-fifths more 
transportation than in 1918. 

President Williamson Explains Why Train Service Must Be Re-Scheduled to 
Handle Troops 

To ALL IN N E W YORK CENTRAL SERVICE: 

Acting upon the request of the Quartermaster 

General of the United States Army and of the 

Council of National Defense, the railroads of the 

country recently made a careful study of their 

entire passenger schedules with a view to releasing 

from regular service additional passenger cars and 

locomotives required for troop movements. 

It should be remembered that the demands of 

Defense industries have necessitated the inaugura­

tion of a system of priority control of essential 

materials. This rationing of materials has made 

it impossible for equipment manufacturers to de­

liver in the near future the additional passenger 

cars which are necessary if we are to accommodate 

fully the constantly increasing demands for trans­

porting our soldiers and sailors and our civilian 

population as well. 

As a result of our study we have re-scheduled 

a number of our passenger trains commencing 

Sunday, September 28, 1941. W e have endeavored 

in our new schedules to meet the situation in such 

a way as to give our regular patrons the maximum 

service possible with the equipment available and 

at the same time release cars and locomotives 

needed for the transportation of our armed forces. 

We believe that the public we serve will have 

a sympathetic understanding of the situation if it 

is properly explained to them. To any of our 

patrons who may feel that they are inconvenienced 

by the new schedules, the facts should be cour­

teously explained. The advertisement which is 

being published in newspapers throughout the 

System, may be helpful in this connection. 

F. E. WILLIAMSON, 

President. 


