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B r o n z e S t a r f o r 

H e r o i c N e w Y o r k e r 

K i l l e d in I t a l y 
Private Homer R. Stoughton, Jr., 

21, of Sparkill, N. Y., son of Homer 
R. Stoughton of the Comptroller's 
Office, New York City, has been 
awarded, posthumously, the Bronze 
Star Medal. Private Stoughton, as re­
lated in the July Headlight, was killed 
April 15, near Monte Pigna, Italy. 

The citation says: 
"Pvt. Stoughton volunteered to ac­

company an artillery forward observer 
party with Company F, 87th Moun­
tain Infantry Regiment, Tenth Moun­
tain Division. On 14 April 1945 he 
and the party carried their radios and 
followed along with the infantry 
through two mortar barrages, a schu-
mine field, and under constant small 
arms fire, and enabled the observer to 
keep in contact with the artillery head­
quarters and direct fire to points where 
needed. While under direct machine 
gun and sniper fire they set up the 
radio on Hill 903 to direct fire. 

"On the morning of 15 April 1945, 
Pvt. Stoughton and the party, while 
under constant enemy observation and 
small arms fire, moved to Hill 868, 
where they set up their equipment to 
direct artillery fire in preparation of 
the assault on Monte Pigna. It was 
during the morning that a heavy con­
centration of enemy shellfire was di­
rected at this point, killing Pvt. 
Stoughton and wounding another 
member of the party. Through his un­
daunted courage and willingness to 
subject himself to untold dangers, he 
has exemplified the highest type of 
American soldiery." 

Western Trainmaster 
F. H. Garner, Superintendent, Chi­

cago, has announced the appointment, 
effective August 1, of E. J. Ryan as 
Trainmaster, Western Division. 

G e r m a n s ' Captive 
Back in Detroit 

Lieut. James D. Buescher, of the Audi­
tor Passenger Accounts office, Detroit, 
who had been held as a German 
prisoner of war since Jan. 14, returned 
home safely to his parents on June 2, 
after many a harrowing experience. 
Bombardier and navigator of a B-17 
Flying Fortress, he was on his fifth mis­
sion when a direct flak burst tore a 
wing off of his plane over Cologne. 
Thrown out of the plastic nose of the 
ship by the explosion, he had the 
presence of mind to ditch his flak suit, 
attach the other parachute strap to 
his belt, and pull the rip-cord. He had 
to be assisted into a truck by his cap­
tors, and, so far as is known at the 
present time, is the only survivor of 
the crew of nine. He was shaken, but 
otherwise unscathed. His escape from 
death is a miracle he cannot explain. 

Front row, left to right: Mrs. Kathryn Bargelt, Special Representative, Instructor in telephone courtesy classes; Aileen 
Green; Mrs. Elzabeth Tobell; Helen Stanton; Bernice Clair, and Ray Barber of the office of Vice President J. L. McKee. 
Rear row, left to right: Mrs. Kathleen Archer; Emma Lou Mueller; Helene W. Jewett; Shirley Davis; Louise Uribarri; 

Eva Devorak; Evelyn Rodstrom; and Mary Ryan. 

RECOGNIZING that the telephone 
is one of the most important 

means of communication between 
New York Central employes and the 
public, approximately 700 men and 
women in Chicago have participated in 
the Telephone Courtesy Program un­
der the instruction of Mrs. Kathryn 
Bargelt, Special Representative in 
charge of this activity on the Line 
West. 

As a part of the program, mem­
bers of the groups were given an op­
portunity last month to hear how they 
sound to the party at the other end 
of the telephone. For this purpose, the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Company in­
stalled a Mirrophone, a device which 
records and automatically repeats back 
the words of the speaker. 

The Telephone Courtesy Program 
was inaugurated April 1 and has for 
its purpose specialized instruction in 
courteous and efficient use of the tele­
phone, stressing the fact that the voice 
of each of us is the voice of the New 
York Central, and that each telephone 
conversation will affect in some way, 
either to raise or to lower, the es­
teem in which the New York Central 
is held by the public with which it 
deals. 

S o n W i n s B r o n z e S t a r 
Leigh Wayne Fitzgerald, Gunner's 

Mate 3/c with the First Carrier Task 
Force in the Pacific, and son of 
George C. Fitzgerald, Carman at Kala­
mazoo, was presented the Bronze 
Star by Vice Admiral Mitscher with 
the following citation: 

"For distinguishing himself by 
heroic achievement aboard a United 
States carrier on the night of 11 
March, 1945. During a serious fire, 
he courageously assisted in the re­
moval and jettisoning of ready service 
ammunition when it had been heated 
to a dangerous temperature. In spite 
of smoke, burning debris, and flames, 
he devoted himself to this task until 
further danger to the ship and his 
shipmates had been materially les­
sened." 

C a c h e t s M a r k 

7 0 t h B i r t h d a y 

o f F a s t M a i l 

The 70th anniversary of the first 
trip of the Fast Mail, which made 
railroad mail service history, will oc­
cur on September 16. 

To mark the event, the Glen Ellyn 
Philatelic Group, of Glen Ellyn, Ill., 
a suburb of Chicago, will mail ca-
cheted covers which will bear rail­
road commemorative scamps. 

These covers may be ordered from 
the group at 20 cents each, or 50 
cents for the set of three. Orders 
should not be sent to the post office. 

The first Fast Mail, westbound, 
carried four all white mail cars and 
the private car Duchess in which were 
railroad officers, newspaper men and 
postal supervisors. Seven clerks 
worked the mail from New York to 
Albany, where the New England mail 
was taken on and two sorters were add­
ed. These mail clerks were relieved at 
Syracuse by nine others. At Cleveland 
another clerk was added and these 
ten rode through to Chicago. The 
train's progress was bulletined hourly 
to the newspapers of the nation. 

Despite 25 minutes lost account of 
a hot box, the train reached La Salle 
Street Station seven minutes ahead 
of time but the engineman is said 
to have fainted upon arrival. He had 
previously struck his head when the 
train sped around a curve. 

L. V . Q u i n l a n , B. & A., 

K i l l ed o n G u a m , M a y 2 4 
Lawrence V. Quinlan, brakeman at 

Beacon Park, Allston, Mass., who en­
tered military service June 18, 1942, 
died from wounds received in action, 
May 24, on Guam, where he had been 
stationed since going overseas about 
a year ago. 

He was buried in a military cemetery 
on that island. He was an Electrician's 
Mate, Second Class, and a member 
of the Seabees. 

Quinlan was born July 22, 1914, at 
Newton and had been employed in 
various capacities between July, 1935, 
and 1942, when he entered military 
service. His service prior to February 
27, 1941, was in the signal and main­
tenance of way department and his 
service from that date until he en­
tered military service was as switch­
man and road brakeman. 

C. F. Wiegele, Assistant to Vice President, Chicago, is shown trying out the 
Mirrophone, a device which records and repeats the speaker's words, used 
as a part of the telephone courtesy program instruction in Chicago. Left to 
right are: C. E. Castle, Manager Telegraph Department, Chicago; Mr. Wiegele; 
Mrs. Kathryn Bargelt, Group Instructor, and F. Y. Mellen, Representative of 

the Illinois Bell Telephone Company, which furnished the Mirrophone. 

Gets Bronze Star 

N. Y. C. Battalions 
to Go into Army 
Reserve, Postwar 

THE six Military Railway Battalions 
sponsored by the New York 

Central, together with other Army 
technical units sponsored by civilian 
institutions, will not be disbanded 
after the war but will be continued 
in an inactive reserve status, as 
part of the postwar military estab­
lishment, the War Department an­
nounced last month. 

These Central battalions are the 
718th, 721st, 736th and the 737th 
Operating Battalions, the 753rd 
Shop Battalion, made up mostly of 
Big Four men, and the 701st Rail­
way Grand Division Hq. and Hq. 
Company. 

Chicagoan, Cap t i ve 
for 17 Months, Returns 

Edgar Nickol, furloughed Trucker, 
Baggage Department, La Salle Street 
Station, Chicago, recently was home 
on a 60-day furlough from the Army, 
awaiting reassignment. 

Nickol was taken prisoner by the 
Germans in Italy and spent 17 months 
in a German prison camp. 

On First Train Across Rhine 
Private R. A. Guilfoil, Jackson, 

Mich., a furloughed Central brake-
man, was a member of the crew of 
the 718th Railway Operating Battalion 
which took the first supply train over 
the Army-built bridge across the Rhine, 
at Mainz. This bridge supplied Gen­
eral Patton's Third Army. 

Sergt. Joseph D. Kempel, a furloughed 
employe of the Sub-Station Depart­
ment, New York, recently won the 
Bronze Star for repairing wire lines 
under fire on Okinawa. When shells 
had wounded his officers, he assumed 
command and made the vital repairs. 


