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New York Co-Pilot 
Killed in Europe 

Lieut. Charles Lerner 
Word was received last month of 

the death, in action, of Lieutenant 
Charles Lerner, formerly a brakeman 
at Mott Haven Yard. 

Lieutenant Lerner who was form­
erly a member of the Army Enlisted 
Reserve Corps, was a co-pilot on a 
B-24 bomber and was killed in the 
European theatre of operations while 
flying from a base in England. 

He was called to active service in 
February, 1943 and on December 5, 
that year, was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in the Air Service at Blythe-
ville Air Field, Arkansas. He went 
overseas in March, 1944 as a co-pilot 
and served first in Africa. 

Lieutenant Lerner, who was 23, was 
a member of Local 598, Brotherhood 
of Railroad Trainmen, which organi­
zation presented a gold medal of 
honor to his mother, Mrs. Minne 
Lerner at her home, 351 East 169th 
Street, New York. Lieutenant Lerner 
was a graduate of the Morris High 
School, New York and was at Mott 
Haven about five months. In one of his 
last letters he wrote: 

"Have covered considerable terri­
tory in the last month and have seen 
my fill of foreign lands — when you 
see the filth and poverty of some of 
these places, you feel damn glad 
you're an American." 

N a v y P r a i s e s N Y C e n t r a l M e n f a r 

W a r A c h i e v e m e n t s 

PRESIDENT F. E. Williamson is glad to call to the attention of every employe the telegram he 
received, July 18, from Rear Admiral W. B. Young, Chief of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts. 

In acknowledging the telegram President Williamson said: "Such a message as yours is most heartening 
and helpful when men in such organizations as ours have been under a long and continued strain." 
The telegram: 

F . E . WILLIAMSON. PRESIDENT, NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM 
THE SUCCESS OF THE ALLIED LANDINGS ON WESTERN EUROPE, 

IN FACT THE SUCCESS OF EVERY CAMPAIGN UNDERTAKEN BY AMERI­
CAN SHIPS AND MEN IN EVERY WAR THEATER, HAS DEPENDED HEAVILY 
UPON THE EFF IC IENT TRANSPORTATION F A C I L I T I E S WHICH THE 
RAILROADS OF THE UNITED STATES HAVE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE 
ARMED FORCES AND TO THE WAR PLANTS PRODUCING FOR THEM. 
MATERIALS MUST ARRIVE AT FACTORIES AND SHIPYARDS ON TIME I F 
PRODUCTION SCHEDULES ARE TO BE MET; MEN AND EQUIPMENT MUST 
ARRIVE AT EMBARKATION DOCKS ON TIME I F INVASION SCHEDULES 
ARE TO BE MET. I T I S TO THE LASTING CREDIT OF THE MEN AND 
WOMEN WHO STAFF AND OPERATE OUR RAILROADS THAT THEY HAVE 
NEVER FAILED TO MEET THESE GRAVE R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S . EVERY 
ONE OF YOU MAY BE PROUD OF YOUR INDIVIDUAL PART IN HELPING 
THE NAVY TO GAIN COMMAND OF THE SEAS AND CARRY THE FIGHT 
RELENTLESSLY TOWARD THE INNER CITADELS OF THE ENEMY. 

W. B . YOUNG, REAR ADMIRAL (SC) USN. CHIEF OF 
THE BUREAU OF SUPPLIES AND ACCOUNTS. 

WASHINGTON D . C . , 
JULY 1 8 , 1 9 4 4 . 

West Albany Boy 
Killed in France 

John Aviia, Carman at West Albany 
Car Shops, was notified recently by 
the War Department of the death of 
his son, Private Edward Aviza, 19, in 
France, June 27, while serving with an 
armored regiment. A brother, Private 
Stephen Aviza, former Carman from 
West Albany, is with the army in India. 

C e d i l o t e F i r s t 

D e t r o i t A P A 

S o l d i e r K i l l e d 
First casualty among the boys from 

the Auditor Passenger Accounts Office 
in military service is Private Frank 
Cedilote. His wife, Laura, also an 
A.P.A. employe, received the dreaded 
"The War Department regrets to in­
form you—" wire on July 7. 

Her husband had been missing in 
action in Italy since June 19. He was 
in the Infantry. 

New Yorker Gets Bronze Star in Normandy 

R e d S t a r f o r 

P a r e n t s o f B o y 

K i l l e d i n I R A N 
The following is reprinted from 

the Belief on taine, Ohio, Examiner. 
Private Roger W. Greeno was em­
ployed as a brakeman on the Ohio 
Division before entering the Army. 
His father, J. W. Greeno, is a con­
ductor in the Sandusky District. The 
story: 

"Mr. and Mrs. John Greeno, 116 
Powell Avenue, have received, through 
official channels, the decoration of the 
Red Star of the Soviet government, 
conferred posthumously on their son, 
Private Roger W. Greeno, 21, who 
was accidentally killed July 13, 1943, 
when at work in a railway yard some­
where in Iran while serving with a 
U. S. Army Railway Operating Bat­
talion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Greeno have also 
been informed that the members of 
their son's company have honored him 
by naming their company street 
"Roger Greeno Avenue." 

D o w n s 7 J a p P l a n e s , 

R e t u r n s H o m e t o W e d 
Lieut, (jg) Robert B. Carlson, son 

of Harry E. Carlson, Beaver Falls, 
Pa., Cost Engineer, Valuation Depart­
ment, P.&L.E., recently returned from 
the Solomon Islands, where he spent 
nine months, and participated in 91 
missions in the South Pacific. 

He has been awarded the Distin­
guished Flying Cross, being credited 
with shooting down seven Japanese 
planes, eight others probably downed 
and eleven damaged. He took part in 
attacks on Vela la Vela, Bougainville, 
Treasury and Green Islands and also 
bombed Rabaul. 

Lieut Carlson was married May 15 
in Riverside, Cal. to Miss Margaret 
Mary Dunn. Carlson and his bride 
are both graduates of Riverside Junior 
College. 

Press Association, Inc. 
T/Sgt. David L. Chamberlain, left, Secretary to Superintendent of Equipment, 
New York, was among 17 officers and non-coms who was congratulated by 
Lieut. Gen. Omar Bradley, right, commanding General of U. S. Ground Forces 
in the European Theater, after being awarded the Bronze Star, new Army 
decoration, on a battlefield in Normandy, June 19. Chamberlain enlisted in 
the Army April 8, 1942, and was assigned to the Anti-Aircraft Command. 

B o n d C a m p a i g n 

i s E x t e n d e d t o 

E n d o f A u g u s t 

ALTHOUGH substantial in-
creases in additional or new 

subscriptions for War Savings 
Bonds under the Payroll Deduc­
tion Plan have been obtained since 
the campaign began June 12, the 
Joint Committee representing the 
Association of General Chairmen 
of the Standard Railroad Labor or­
ganizations and management has 
decided to extend the campaign to 
August 31. 

Local and divisional committees, it 
is believed, will thus be enabled to 
canvass fully every man and woman 
on the New York Central System who 
so far, for one reason or another, has 
not subscribed under the Payroll De­
duction Plan in support of the war 
effort. This group includes a substan­
tial percentage of the entire personnel. 

While new subscriptions and addi­
tional subscriptions received since the 

(Concluded on Page Two) 

Gives Red Cross Blood 
Fifteenth Time 

Ernest J. Ernst, a Patrolman at 
Cincinnati, celebrated July 4 by mak­
ing his fifteenth blood donation. 

Wiggington Wounded; 
With MRS in Italy 

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR­
TERS — T/4 James A. Wigginton, 
13124 Hoyne Avenue, Blue Island, 
Ill., has been awarded the Purple 
Heart Medal for wounds received as 
a result of enemy action in Italy. An 
employe of the New York Central 
railroad, Wiggington is overseas with 
an operating unit of the Military Rail­
way Service. The medal was presented 
to him at a special ceremony by Brig. 
Gen. Carl R. Gray, Jr., Director Gen­
eral of the MRS. 

Addresses Sought 
for Xmas Gifts 
to Service Men 

THE New York Central would like 
to send a Christmas remembrance 

to all furloughed employes in the 
Armed Services. 

The Company does not have in 
all cases the latest military ad­
dresses of these men and women and 
it will be appreciated if their rela­
tives and friends will cooperate in 
the matter of securing such address 
so that no one will be missed when 
the gifts are mailed. 

This information should be given to 
the railroad official under whose jur­
isdiction any such employe worked, 
and should be in the following form: 
Rank and Name: 

Pfc John Doe 
Serial Number: 

6341499 
Outfit or Unit-

Company X—60th Engineers 
Address: 

APO 43798 
c/o Postmaster, New York, N. Y. 

5 0 0 0 P a s s e n g e r s T e l l P o s t - W a r 

C o a c h W i s h e s ; S p e e d S a t i s f i e s 
More than 5,000 New York Cen­

tral coach passengers responded with 
highly valued advice to the recent 
questionnaire asking their ideas in 
the design of post-war coaches, it was 
announced recently by F. H. Baird, 
General Passenger Traffic Manager, 
New York Central System. 

Completed tabulation of the an­
swers, he said, reveals that indis­
criminate smoking in coaches, air-
conditioning and comfortable reclin­
ing seats are uppermost in the con­
cern of the traveling public. 

The questionnaire contained sixty 
questions as to the passenger's pref­
erences in non-technical and service 
details of railroad coaches and it was 
given limited distribution three 
months ago on principal New York 
Central trains. 

The great majority of men and wo­
men, smokers and non-smokers, were 
found to object to smoking in coaches 
and recommended that it be per­

mitted only in the smoking room at 
the end of the new streamlined cars. 

Men named air-conditioning as the 
most important factor in travel com­
fort, while women felt that seats are 
the most important comfort feature. 
Passengers agreed generally on condi­
tioned air at about 74 degrees, except 
in very hot weather, when the controls 
should be set to vary the car tempera­
ture in accordance with that outside. 
The overwhelming majority preferred 
individual, lean-back coach seats, re­
served in advance. 

Tabulation also revealed that pres­
ent train speeds won against sug­
gested higher speeds by a vote of 
approximately two to one. And, de­
spite the proverbial impatience of 
Americans, four out of five passen­
gers interviewed found the present 
schedules of the trains canvassed 
suited their needs for arrival and de-

(Concluded on Page Eight) 


