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SOLID TRAIN OF ARMY VEHICLES MOVED NYC FROM FORT CUSTER, MICH., TO GIBSON, IND., O N WAY TO WEST COAST 

Railroads—Prime Movers of Might 
THE C O U N T R Y is rearming. Under the defense program 

now gaining momentum, more of everybody's produc­
tion will go into mil i tary goods, less into civilian. In the 
present period of retooling and building up capacity, the 
full impact of rearmament isn't yet being felt by the ra i l ­
roads. But when the rush of mi l i tary materials gets under 
way, the Central and other rai lroads wil l again be playing 
their famil iar role as the nation's pr ime movers of might. 

Keeping rail p lant and equipment in shape for another 
job l ike that of World War II has been no cinch. Several of 
the years since 1945 have seen slim earnings for many roads, 
including NYC. Skyrocket ing operating costs, that have left 

freight and passenger rates far behind, are the principal 
saboteur of earnings. In spite of this — and the addit ional 
disadvantage of facing subsidized competit ion — the ra i l ­
roads made great strides in modernizing equipment and in ­
creasing efficiency. Aware that the present emergency may 
well be a long one, they have drawn plans for maintain ing 
and even increasing the nation's rai l road strength. To do so 
will require (1) cooperation of all rai l road employes; (2) 
provision of enough materials, especially steel, for bui lding 
needed new locomotives and cars; (3) a national t r a n s p o r ­
tation policy that will let rai lroads show fair earnings on 
the work they do. 


