
FILLING STATIONS for NYCs diesels, like this at DeWitt Yard, Syracuse, N. Y., get busier 
and busier as NYC further increases its fleet of diesel-electric motive power. Last year 
NYC used 178,000,000 gallons of diesel fuel. With 73 new units acquired so far this year 
and 164 more just ordered, 1953 consumption of fuel will exceed 200,000,000 gallons. 

Operating, Equipment Posts Filled 
In recent fur ther changes in connec­

tion wi th streaml in ing of the Central 's 
Operat ing depar tment , F rank K. Mi tch­
ell has been appointed Assistant Vice 
President—Equipment and Vernon L. 
Nelson has been appointed Assistant 
Vice Pres ident—Management Services. 
Both have headquar ters in New York. 

Mr. Mitchell, formerly Manager, 
Equipment, continues to have jur isd ic­
tion over maintenance and engineering 
services for all rol l ing stock, both loco­
motives and cars. 

Mr. Nelson, previously Assistant 
Comptrol ler, is direct ly in charge of 
various important services—other than 
maintenance of equipment, maintenance 
of way, and t ransportat ion—centered in 
the Operat ing depar tment . He has' ju r is ­
diction over Operat ing depar tment budg­
ets, statist ical services, inventory con­
trol, stat ion services, p lanning and 
analysis, and industr ia l engineering 
studies. 

Augustus Hart , Assistant Vice Pres i -
(Continued on Page 12) 

NYC Diesel Fleet 
To Get New Units 

By the end of this year, diesel locomo­
tives are expected to replace steam pow­
er on all NYC lines east of Detroit and 
Cleveland. This wil l be made possible 
wi th del ivery of NYC's newest order of 
164 diesel units, costing approximately 
$27,500,000. 

With these new units, the Central Sys­
tem wi l l have 2,113 diesel uni ts—more 
than any other rai l road — with a total 
horsepower of 2,758,900. This wil l 
amount to about 60 per cent of the horse­
power necessary for complete dieseliza-
tion of the System. 

Diesels now do most of System work 
Diesel engines are now doing most of 

the locomotive work on the Central 
System. At the end of 1952, diesel and 
electric mot ive power were accounting 
for 67.6 per cent of the freight t ra in -
miles on the System and 60.9 per cent of 
the passenger t ra in-mi les. Diesels and 
electric engines accounted for 71.7 per 
cent of the System's yard switching lo­
comotive hours at the end of the year. 

A few sent imental ists are saddened at 
the depar ture of steam power from the 
NYC scene, but most enginemen and fire­
men are glad to see the diesels come. 
They find the new engines cleaner, more 
efficient and more dependable in oper­
ation. 

Centra l enginemen and firemen step 
easily from steam engines to diesels as a 
result of instruct ion they have received 
in the operat ion of the newer type of 
power. This t ra in ing program has been 
in progress since 1938. 

New units will go to P&LE, too 
The Central itself wil l receive 124 of 

the new uni ts ordered. The other 40 wil l 
go to the Pi t tsburgh & Lake Erie. Th i r ­
ty- four units wi l l be 2,250-horsepower; 
80 wil l be 1,500- and 1,600-horsepower 
road switchers for use in passenger, 
freight and switching service; 15 wi l l be 
1,500- and 1,600-horsepower uni ts for 
freight and switching service; and 35 
wil l be 1,000-horsepower yard swi tch­
ing locomotives. 


