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Collinwood Repair 

Shop Will Handle 

Major Diesel Work 
Detailed plans have been announced 

for the conversion of the Central's C o l 
linwood, O., steam locomotive shop into 
a multi-million-dollar diesel general re
pair facility. The change-over, begun 
last summer, is expected to be completed 
early in 1953. 

When completed, Collinwood, located 
on the Central's main line on Cleve
land's east side, w i l l become one of the 
largest and most modern diesel installa
tions in the country. It w i l l handle all 
heavy repair and overhaul work on the 
Central's diesel fleet, with the exception 
of switch-engines in the Detroit-Chicago 
area and Canadian assigned diesel power. 

In preparation for the conversion, 
shopping of steam power at Collinwood 
was discontinued Jan. 1. Such repair 
work now has been assigned to other 
steam shops on the system to allow the 
Collinwood project to proceed without 
interruption. The conversion involves 
the remodeling and re-equipping of sev
eral buildings in the 86-acre shop area 
at Collinwood. The largest building to 
receive a face-lifting is the 800-by-250-
foot shop, where the heavy repairing 
and overhauling of passenger, freight 
and switch diesels w i l l be handled. 

Before the building can be used, its 
interior from basement to ceiling w i l l be 
sand-blasted and repainted to assure the 
cleanliness necessary to diesel repair i n 
stallations. The total number of pits w i l l 
be increased to 25 and new fire protec
tion and lighting systems installed. 

Another building involved in the 
change is the millroom which is to be
come the electric overhaul shop. It w i l l 
provide approximately 21,000 square 
feet of shop space for the repairing of 
generators and traction motors. In addi
tion, facilities w i l l be supplied for re-
pairs of fuel injection equipment, small 

DIESELS are shown undergoing major repairs in a section of the Collinwood shop 
which is being converted to handle all heavy repairs on Central's diesel locomotives. 

parts, truck assemblies and lubricating 
equipment. In the same area w i l l be a 
welding shop, a spray painting building 
and several diesel engine test stands. A 
new office, locker and lunchroom build
ing is to be erected at the northeast 
corner of the main diesel shop. 

Planning of the conversion began 
nearly three years ago with the site at 
Collinwood selected because of its cen
tral location on the Central's lines and 
the available facilities. With the Cen
tral's dieselization program rapidly i n 
creasing, the conversion of the shop is 
being speeded up. 

When fully completed, Collinwood 
diesel shop w i l l employ a force of ap
proximately 2,000 and w i l l turn out be
tween 60 and 70 diesel units a month. 

The existing Collinwood diesel-elec-
tric shop w i l l continue to do maintenance 
work on diesels between general repairs. 

GET YOUR COPY OF REPORT 
The 1951 annual report is being dis

tributed to Central stockholders and 
employes this month. Copies are being 
forwarded to department heads and 
supervisors. You'l l find the report inter
esting. A summary of it appears on 
page 10 of this issue of the HEADL IGHT . 

Kenneth F. Stone Dies, 
NYC General Counsel 

Kenneth F. Stone, General Counsel of 
the Central, died in New York on A p r i l 
5. He was 48 years old. 

As General Coun
sel, Mr . Stone had 
been in charge of the 
Central's Law, Land 
and Tax and Claim 
and Medical depart
ments since the re
tirement of Jacob 
Aronson, Vice Presi
dent and General 
Counsel in Decem-
ber, 1950„ 

Mr . Stone, who was born in Chip
pewa Falls, Wis., was graduated from 
Lawrence College, Appleton, Wis., in 
1925, and received his law degree in 
1931 from the University of Michigan. 

He joined the Central in 1931 as an 
Attorney at Detroit. In 1947 he was 
transferred to New York and in 1948 
became Assistant General Solicitor, He 
was named Assistant General Counsel 
in 1949. 

Mr. Stone 



To Mark Century Anniversary 
To commemorate the fiftieth anni

versary of the Twentieth Century L i m 
ited, the Central w i l l sponsor a special 
mail cover and cachet for the famous 
train's anniversary run on June 15. 

The golden anniversary cachet w i l l 
be printed in color on white envelopes. 
Stamp collectors and others interested 
in receiving them should send applica
tions to W. J . Treloar, Manager Mai l 
and Express Traffic, 466 Lexington 
Avenue, New York City, not later than 
June 9. A three-cent stamp should be 
sent for each cover requested. 

'Magic Windows" Enlarged 
In response to many requests, the 

Central's popular travel folder, "Magic 
Windows," has been enlarged to i n 
clude descriptions of historical and 
other interesting points on the Boston 
& Albany Railroad between Boston and 
Albany, N . Y . The folder also covers 
N Y C ' s routes between New York and 
Chicago via Cleveland and Detroit. 

Arranged in accordion folds, each 
panel of "Magic Windows" shows a 
closeup section of N Y C ' s water level 
route. A map is laid out vertically on 
the panels with adjoining text dealing 
with historic points of interest, features 

of the terrain, and notable buildings as 
well as highlighting the locales of 
various industries. 

The folder is available from all N Y C 
passenger traffic agencies. 

Better Passenger Cars 
The Central is improving its stream

lined passenger sleeping cars to provide 
a smoother ride and additional con
veniences. 

Numerous changes, incorporating the 
newest engineering advancements, w i l l 
greatly help riding quality, reduce 
noise, improve the interiors of sleeping 
rooms and lessen mechanical troubles. 

The program is the outcome of sev
eral years' research by the Central on 
the riding and convenience qualities of 
its passenger cars and is another step 
in what N Y C engineers describe as 
"the never-ending search for the per
fect ride." 

Among changes for riding comfort 
are shock absorbers of the latest types 
to cushion lateral and vertical action, 
and improved swing hanger connec
tions in combination with rubber coil 
springs of a new circular design to 
produce smoother lateral action. 

Interior changes, the kind most easily 
seen by the average passenger, include 
a newly developed starter for fluores

cent lights to insure instant response 
to "on" and "off" swithes; redesign and 
adjustment of room air-conditioning 
apparatus; additional or relocated 
clothing hooks. 

Also, new designs of latches for 
roomette doors, and spring hinges for 
roomette wardrobe doors; devices on 
window blinds to insure exclusion of 
light when the blinds are closed; an 
improved lavatory foot pedal mechan
ism; springs on shoe locker doors to 
insure latching, and canvas or rubber 
sleeves to prevent vibration noises 
from folding bed springs. 

Mechanical changes include refine
ments of the power generating equip
ment used in air-conditioning, devices 
to prevent wheels from sliding and 
possibly causing flat spots on wheels 
and improved lubrication of journal 
roller bearings. 

The improved cars w i l l be used to
gether so that maximum riding bene
fits w i l l be obtained. The work is under 
way in the Central's own shops and in 
those of the Pullman Company, with 
the first complete improved trains ex
pected to go into operation late this 
spring. In all, 76 streamlined cars, 
providing nightly room accommoda
tions for about 2,000 people, are i n 
cluded initially in the new program. 

Empire Cars Renovated 
The Empire State Express, one of 

the Central's best known passenger 
trains, is being completely refurbished 
in anticipation of the summer travel 
season. 

Empire cars are being overhauled at 
N Y C shops at Beech Grove, Ind., and 
West Albany, N . Y . In addition to a 
regular periodic mechanical check-up, 
the cars are undergoing a thorough 
renovation, including repainting and 
new upholstery where necessary. 

A l l of the cars on the Empire bear 
the names of former governors of New 
York State. The streamlined, stainless 
steel coaches and parlor cars were 
placed in service on Pearl Harbor Day 
—Dec. 7, 1941. (See picture at left.) 

Warns of Bureaucratic Danger 
Business men and "clear-thinking 

political leaders" have been called upon 
to prevent bureaucracy from chok
ing the nation's railroads into a state 
of helplessness. 

In a recent address before the 
Bridgeport, Conn., Traffic Association, 
L . W. Horning, N Y C ' s Vice President, 
Personnel and Public Relations, 
warned that continued bureaucratic 
stifling of the country's vital railroad 

FACE-LIFTING of Empire State Express is being carried out at N Y C shops before sum 
mer travel season begins. Streamlined cars are getting complete overhaul and cleaning. 
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NEW STEEL BULKHEADS wi l l soon be in use in many N Y C merchandise cars between 
selected points. Made of steel tubing in 4-foot high sections, they are more durable 
than the older type of wood bulkhead and require less work for installation in cars. 

industry w i l l result in "the first long 
step toward the poverty of socialism 
so evident in every European country." 

Emphasizing the importance of the 
railroads in the national economy, Mr . 
Horning pointed out that railroads are 
among the biggest customers of other 
industries, buying 11% of the total 
coal production, 41% of all diesel oil 
refined, 17% of the industrial products 
made from iron and steel and 5% of 
all timber products of the country. 

In addition, he illustrated the i m 
portance of railroad payrolls in com
munities al l over the country. There 
are over a million men and women 
employed by American railroads. 
Their annual earnings represent b i l 
lions of dollars of purchasing power 
which, Mr . Horning stated, "is one of 
the widest spread and most stable 
factors in the American economy. It 
is reflected literally everywhere, be
cause wherever railroads operate, 
railroad employes live and make their 
homes, and pay taxes and rear their 
families. 

"If bureaucracy is permitted to 
choke the railroads into a helpless 
state," M r . Horning declared, "and 
to prevent their healthy operation at 
the high point of efficiency to which 
they have grown under the competi
tive enterprise system, the country w i l l 
lose services and profits of incalculable 
value." 

February Net $704,056 
The Central's net income for Febru

ary of this year was $704,056. Total 
operating revenues for the month were 
$65,826,531. 

Net income for the first two months 
of 1952 amounted to $1,184,214. This 
showing is better than in the same 
period of 1951, when a switching strike 
resulted in a net deficit of more than 
$9,000,000 for the first two months. 

This year, the Central was hit by a 
strike early in March; its effects do not 
show in the January-February financial 
results. 

Blueprints for Model Builders 
Model railroading has long held its 

own special niche in the railroad world, 
and an increasing number of equip
ment builders and publications have 
geared special services toward the 
needs of hobbyists. One of the most 
frequently recurring requests, that for 
plans and blueprints, has been met by 
the Simmons-Boardman Publishing 
Co., which has combined information 
appearing in several of its rail publica
tions in a new book, Popular Picture 
and Plan Book of Railroad Cars and 
Locomotives, edited by Walter A . L u 
cas. Mr . Lucas is Associate Editor of 
Locomotive Cyclopedia, Car Builders' 
Cyclopedia, and Railway Engineering 
and Maintenance Cyclopedia. 

A detailed diagram, drawn to scale, 
identifies 315 principal parts of a steam 

locomotive. With this, the model mak
er is given a brief outline of the pur
pose of various types of locomotive 
before launching on the principal part 
of the book, which provides actual 
working plans for representative types 
built during the past 20 years. Follow
ing these instructions, the hobbyist can 
easily gather a wide variety of loco
motive models of leading designs in 
use on most railroads. 

Easter Music in G.C.T. 
The 1952 Easter season was observed 

in Grand Central Terminal with daily 
organ recitals by Mrs. Mary Lee Read, 
terminal organist and musical director, 
during the week before Easter. Mrs. 
Read's musical programs in the Termi
nal have attracted a wide following, 
and many travelers and others who 
pass through the main concourse look 
forward to the traditional observance. 

Sponsored by the New Haven R a i l 
road as wel l as by N Y C , the music was 
heard from noon to 2 p.m. and from 
4 to 6 p.m. Mrs. Read also arranged 
for several soloists and choral groups 
to participate in the program. 

Living Cost Index Drops 
A drop in the consumers' price index 

of the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
in February resulted in an automatic 
downward adjustment of one cent an 
hour in the wages of N Y C employes 
covered by cost-of-living wage agree
ments, effective A p r i l 1. 

Agreements signed over a year ago 

by the Central and other railroads with 
labor organizations representing non-
operating employes and trainmen, 
call for adjustment of wages every 
three months according to rises or 
drops in the cost-of-living index which 
is published monthly by the federal 
government. 

This is the first time since the agree
ments became effective (Apr i l 1, 1951) 
that the index has shown a decline 
sufficient to affect wages. Three pre
vious adjustments have resulted in i n 
creases totaling 11 cents an hour. The 
latest increase was a 4-cent hourly rise 
in January. 

Course on Foreign Freight 
The American University in Wash

ington, D. C , w i l l hold its fifth Foreign 
Transportation Institute from May 6 
to 23, in Washington. 

Nei l R. McCormick, Assistant Gen
eral Freight Agent of the Central, w i l l 
conduct a course on "Railroad Foreign 
Freight Traffic" as part of the program, 
which is designed as an education aid 
to those engaged in foreign transpor
tation who are interested in broaden
ing their understanding of that field. 

NEW TIMETABLES 
New passenger timetables for N Y C 

trains w i l l be issued A p r i l 27, when 
Daylight Saving Time becomes ef
fective in most of the territory 
served by the Central. 
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SWITCHING and coupling of freight cars at excessive speeds 
causes greatest damage to freight. Coupling cars at no more 
than 4 miles an hour can cut damage to freight in Central trains. 

CAREFUL LOADING and correct installation of bulkhead can 
mean difference between shipment being badly damaged or 
delivered safely. This bulkhead has been properly erected. 
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DAMAGE TO FREIGHT, like this, is largely the result of rough 
handling of cars in yard service when they are switched and 
coupled at more than 4 miles an hour, the safest coupling speed. 

A P R I L is Perfect Shipping Month—an important month 
for every railroader who works with freight and freight 

equipment. For 16 years, shippers, railroaders and others 
concerned with transportation have paused during A p r i l to 
take stock of what has been accomplished in their year-
'round campaign to make shipments safer for transportation 
and also to make transportation safer for shipments. 

Through the 13 regional Shippers Advisory Boards, ship
pers throughout the country call special attention during 
A p r i l to the importance of safe packaging, correct and com
plete addressing, and safe handling, loading and bracing of 
shipments. 

It's not enough, though, simply to have goods well packed, 
correctly marked and properly loaded. It is equally impor
tant for the safety of shipments carried on the Central that 
the freight cars carrying these shipments be handled as if 
each one of them were loaded with eggs. 

Safe Handling Up to Railroaders 

Safe handling is the end of the perfect shipping balance 
that railroaders have to hold up. The damage that results 
from rough handling of freight is a thief that robs al l of us. 
No one—railroads or employes—can afford freight loss and 
damage. In 1951, freight claims against American railroads 
drained off more than $98,000,000 of badly needed revenue. 
Paying freight claims undermines jobs on the Central and 
other railroads. Damaged shipments tempt customers to 
turn to competitors, which means less business for the r a i l 
roads. Less business, in turn, means fewer jobs. 

High impact speed and rough handling of cars in switch
ing operations are the biggest of all causes of damage to 
freight. More shock-resistant cars are coming into use, and 
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Improved Freight Handling 
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new yard facilities and track improvements also are helpful. 
But in the end, it is the men who operate this equipment who 
can contribute most toward taking the damaging shocks out 
of transportation. 

The force with which cars couple together mounts by leaps 
and bounds as striking speed increases. So does the damage 
to whatever is loaded in the cars. At 8 miles an hour, the 
impact is 16 times greater than that of cars coupled at 4 
miles an hour. 

This time of the year usually marks a turning point in 
the weather. Warmer weather means that cars rol l more 
easily and couple with greater impact. Fu l ly twice as many 
over-speed impacts occur in summer as in winter. This means 
even greater care must be taken. 

Tests with impact recorders show that with most loads, 
coupling speeds up to 4 miles an hour w i l l not cause damage. 
Exercising care and good judgment, and making a concerted 
effort to couple al l cars at not more than 4 miles an hour, 
N Y C employes can make great strides this month and all 
year 'round toward giving customers perfect shipping. 

Delivering freight promptly in perfect condition is the way 
to give good service to shipping customers. A n undamaged 
shipment, resulting from the cooperative effort of many ra i l 
roaders, is one of the best ways of advertising N Y C freight 
service. 

Freight Station Committees Carry the Ball 

With the cooperation of labor organizations and profes
sional instructors from the departments of education in the 
states through which the Central operates, a program has 
been undertaken to help freight station employes give in 
creasingly good service to shippers and thereby protect their 
own jobs. 

Freight station service committees have been set up at 
over 100 stations on the Central. The committees are made 
up of employes at the stations. At larger stations they move 
about the station, at an assigned time, asking fellow em
ployes for suggestions as to improving working methods, and 
themselves pointing out ways to improve service. At small 
stations the service committee activity is carried on in con
nection with the daily work. 

Every four or five months the membership of the com
mittees is changed so that all freight station employes may 
have an opportunity to serve. 

Meetings Held Every Month 

Station Agents call monthly meetings of their service 
committees. A t these sessions, among other things, all sug
gestions offered by employes receive careful consideration. 
If an employe's suggestion is put into practice, he receives 
full credit for it. When a suggestion can't be adopted, the 
reasons are explained to the one who offered it. A l l of these 
suggestions are kept on file and some of them are circulated 
among all N Y C freight stations. One of the most important 
tools used by each service committee member is his log book 
which he carries with him and uses to record his observations 
of freight handling and other activities at his station. The 
material contained in this book is used as the basis for dis
cussion at monthly committee meetings. 

Before a service committee begins to function, al l station 
employes are called together, and a brief explanation famil
iarizes them with the program and its aims. Before the first 
meeting, the committee gets together with the professional 
instructor. He leads them through a discussion period during 
which they themselves point out the ways they think service 
can be made better at their station, and consider the impor
tance of good service as a means of making N Y C jobs secure 
as well as pleasing customers. 

Working closely with the N Y C Loss and Damage Preven
tion Bureau and the divisional freight loss and damage pre
vention committees, service committees are in a good spot 
to pass along tips on careful handling to the men actually 
handling the shipments. 

Enthusiastic response from freight station employes to the 
service committees has encouraged expansion of the program 
to many more stations where it has not yet been used. 

April, 1952 

MECHANIZED EQUIPMENT plays big role in modern freight 
handling. N Y C uses mobile cranes to move shipments safely, 
easily. Safety of freight depends on way men use machines. 

BIGGER AND STRONGER than the old-fashioned hand trucks 
they replace, mechanized trucks like this make it possible for 
N Y C freight handlers to transfer big loads swiftly and safely. 

MODERN METHOD of moving bulky shipments without dam
age is to use fork-lift trucks. Platform of truck is lowered, 
slipped under freight, then raised and operator drives it away. 
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Centralines 

Mr. Hlavacek 

Jerry Hlavacek, N Y C Car Inspector at Chicago for over 
40 years, moved into bowling's inner circle last month when 
he chalked up 12 consecutive strikes for a perfect score of 300. 
In honor of his achievement, the Amer i 
can Bowling Congress awarded him a 
diamond ring. . . . A t Joliet, I l l . , N Y C 
Agent D. E. Riegel was arrested and 
dragged off to police court on February 
29. The ladies of Joliet had taken over the 
government for Leap Year Day and one 
of their first acts was to slap a $5 fine on 
M r . Riegel for being the town's most 
"confirmed bachelor." . . . The railroad 
branch of the Y . M . C . A . at Albany, N . Y . , 
w i l l launch its 1952 membership drive on 
A p r i l 28 under the chairmanship of L . E. Pangburn, N Y C 
Division Superintendent at Albany. . . . Francis D. Henry, 
Night General Foreman of the Central's shops at Buffalo, 
has been granted leave of absence to accept the post of 
Mechanical Engineer with the Japan Logistical Command, 
engaged in extensive rebuilding work on Japanese railroads. 

Engineer "Shorty" Collier and Conductor Mike Brake recently 
carried an unusual group of passengers on a round trip run 
between Columbus and Delaware, O., when Mrs. Rex Springer 
took 23 youngsters from her kindergarten for their first train 
ride. The children, ranging from 3 to 5 years old, lined up and 
purchased their own tickets for the 45-minute trip from Agent 
Joe Friedman. . . . R. A. Struble, Office Assistant to General 
Manager at Cleveland, has been named Chairman of the Board 
of Managers of the Y.M.C.A. at Collinwood, O. . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry B. Herr celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary by 
revisiting Pittsburgh, where they were married. A retired 
Signal Maintainer for the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, Mr. Herr 
now lives in California. . . . Mr. and Mrs. L. Ulery of Elkhart, 
Ind., have also celebrated their golden anniversary. Mr. Ulery 
was an NYC Fireman and Engineman for 44 years. , . . The 
Fenwick, Ont., section gang on the Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo 
Railway has completed its twenty-first year without an injury 
to a man on the job. . . . The T.H. & B.'s section gang at Dunn-
ville, Ont. has worked 10 years without an injury. . . . J. C. 
Owens, General Agent of the Central at Utica, N.Y., has been 
elected president of the Utica Traffic Club. . . . Robert W. 
Basher, Traveling Passenger Agent for NYC at Atlanta, Ga., 
has been elected secretary-treasurer of the Atlanta Passenger 
Club. 

The Traffic Club of Newark, N . J. , holds an annual dinner 
to honor those who have been members for 25 years. The 
1952 dinner found three N Y C men on the list. R. O. Von 

Steuben, retired former General Agent 
at Newark, Ed Dunham and C. L , Ross-
nagel, both Traveling Freight Agents, 
have been active in the club's affairs for 
a quarter of a century. . . Clarence H . 
LaFond, N Y C ' s Assistant General Pass
enger Agent at Albany, N . Y. , has been 
made a director of the Albany Chamber 
of Commerce. . . . Long-distance commut
ing is a 49-year habit to Charles W. 
Coward, Chief Clerk in the Yard Car 
Inspector's office of the Pittsburgh & Lake 

Erie at Pittsburgh. Mr . Coward, 71, lives on a farm at Free
dom, Pa. He rises daily at 4 a.m., walks 4 1/2 miles to a bus 
station, rides 7 miles by bus and 25.8 miles by train to get 
to work. The return trip runs up a total of 74.6 miles a day! 
. , . B . W. Henley recently retired as N Y C Agent at Harris-
burg, I l l . , after 50 years of service. On his first day of retire
ment his successor was stricken with appendicitis. After 
answering an emergency call, Mr . Henly found himself right 

Mr. LaFond 

Quiz 
(Answers and score ratings on page 13) 

1. On what forerunner road of the Central, now i n 
corporated into its main line, was left-handed run
ning practiced for a short time? 
a. Lake Shore & c. Utica & Schenectady 

Michigan Southern d. Peoria & Eastern 
b. Mohawk & Hudson 

2. Telephone service on the Twentieth Century L i m 
ited allows passengers to make calls while travel
ing. When was it installed? 
a. 1948 c. 1939 
b. 1943 d. 1949 

3. How many sizes of crossties are provided for in 
the "American Standard" specifications? 
a. 4 c. 10 
b. 7 d. 12 

4. What is "moose carpet" on Alaskan railways? 
a. Moss between ties c. Metal under ties 
b. Ice between ties d. Leather rugs 

5. Who was the Central man, recently deceased, who 
pioneered in the development of Centralized Traffic 
Control? 
a. Wallace c. Butterfield 
b. Schwendt d. Jones 

6. What famed N Y C train appears inverted on a 
postage stamp valued at $2,500? 
a. Century c. Empire State 
b. Pacemaker d. Riley 

7. What contributor to the development of the steam 
engine has given his name to a Society dedicated 
to progress in the Arts and Sciences? 
a. Campbell c. Lincoln 
b. Brown d. Newcomen 

8. What was the first name given to a Pullman car? 
a. Frontier c. Red Deer 
b. Traveler d. Pioneer 

9. From what railroading device do we get the term, 
"Give 'em the gate, 0 which means "to stop?" 
a. Tickler c. Headlight slapper 
b. Safety chain d. Cow catcher 

10. In what year did a railroad install the first auto
matic motor-operated semaphore signal used in 
the world? 
a, 1893 c. 1848 
b. 1865 d. 1911 

back on the job. , , , U.S.O. lounges have been re-opened in 
N Y C stations at Dayton, O., and Buffalo. , , N Y C Employees 
Holy Name Society in New York w i l l hold their second an
nual Solemn Pontifical Communion Mass at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral May 4, followed by a breakfast at the Waldorf 
Astoria. . . , On May 3, Grand Central Terminal Area Holy 
Name Society wi l l hold a Memorial Mass at St. Agnes Church 
in New York. , Railway Business Women's Association of 
Niagara Frontier held their eighteenth anniversary dinner 
in Buffalo recently. 

If any boy ever had a railroading heritage, it's Gary Freitag, 
born in Toledo on February 29. Gary's father, Paul, is an NYC 
Brakeman. His maternal grandfather, Earl Kelsey, 40, is a Clerk 
in the Bill Office at Air Line Junction, O.; his great grandfather, 
A. J. Kelsey, 64, is a Yard Conductor at Toledo; and his great 
uncle, Lester Kelsey, is a Brakeman. . . . Boyd E. DeLamater, 
Office Engineer in the District Engineer's department at Cin
cinnati, recently won a $300 cash prize in a contest to state in 
50 words the meaning of the "American Way of Life." Mr. De
Lamater calls it "The privilege to live, think, speak and work 
without fear; to prosper according to my endeavor; to rise to 
the highest place according to my abilities; to share in a society 
dedicated to freedom of the individual and to pass on to my 
children the same heritage." 
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Central Men Lead 
In Kegler Meet 

A S another bowling season draws near to a close, prelim
inary reports on the seven-week American Transporta

tion Bowling Association's third annual tournament at Buffalo 
show Central men in leading positions. 

Holding first place to date in the singles competition is 
Richard Brexel, Assistant Chief Clerk to Passenger Train
master, New York, with a sizzling 718. His score of 2,010 in 
the all-events classification leaves him in second place, while 
he ranks fourth in the doubles with R. A . Carpenter, Chief 
Road Foreman of Engines. New York. A five-man N Y C team 
from Cleveland is ahead with 3,114 points to their credit. 

Of the 1,018 participating teams, 532 are made up of Central 
people; 798 N Y C men compete among 1,455 bowlers entered 
in the singles, while of the 1,342 who seek kegling honors in 
al l events, 790 represent the Central. 

The men are bowlin' 'em over for the sport primarily, but 
there are also 850 attractive cash prizes totaling $10,058. 

Although the competition is all-male, wives of participants 
helped make it a gala affair by coming along to cheer, and 
also enjoying a tour of Niagara. 

WITH HIS EYE right on that kingpin, Art Newman, Auditor 
of Station Accounts, New York, rolls fast one down the alley. 

LEADING in the doubles, the Central's 
R. A. Carpenter (left) and R. Brexel 
compare notes on ball that did the job. 

THE TOURNAMENT was a good ex-
cuse for family holiday, thought 
John Tietjen, serenading his son. 

ABSORBED trio is studying record of scores 
rolled up by bowlers. Left to right are William 
Brinkerhof, George West and Buddy Blake. 

ASHTABULA, O., lent its best bowling talent to the Buffalo Tournament, and its Central team lines up here to greet fans of the 
popular sport. With other keglers in the competition, they're eligible for some of the 850 prizes, amounting to over $10,000. 
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Speaking Happy boys 

Lighting 

. . . in behalf of Red Cross Blood Drive, W. F. Place, N Y C Vice President, 
Finance, recently appealed to a luncheon group at the railroad brunch 
of the Y . M . C . A . in New York for donations to the Railroad Employes' 
Blood Bank, through which railroaders in the area can donate blood for 
armed forces and their own families. Over 500 donors have responded. 

. . . are Joseph Lambert, 11 (left), and Marion 
Hoult, 6, of Danville, I l l . New clothing and warm 
thanks for alertness were their rewards from the 
Central after they discovered and reported a break 
in a rail on the Central's Peoria & Eastern Railroad. 

. . . screen star Marlene Dietrich pauses for a cigarette 
and friendly chat with Pfc. J i m Carroll in Chicago's L a -
Salle Street Station after trip via N Y C from New York. 
Even when she's not on tour to entertain troops, glamorous 
Marlene carries out her own morale-boosting campaign. HEADLIGHT HIGHLIGHTS 

NYC Tug 
. . . No. 18 recently carried 35 members of the Women's Traffic 
Club of New York to Port Ivory, Staten Island, where they toured 
a plant of the Procter & Gamble Manufacturing Co. Mrs. Alpha 
Street, Chairman of the Club's Educational Committee, has 
written to express her companions' enjoyment of the harbor trip. 

Take me out 
. . . to the ball game, sing baseball fans throughout the country this time of 
year. Old timers may recognize this Rochester, N . Y . , Athletic Association 
team of 1920. Front row (left to right) are: C. Hotchkiss, A . Natale, J . 
Hefner, H . Widmer, C. Bender and H . Dodson. A t rear: J . Collins, C. Witzel, 
IV1. J . Keating, H . Connolly, W. Shelp, F. G. Love, and L . Baker. 

Photo by New York News 

Trophy Safely on his way Happy family group 
. . . is accepted by L . G. Wagar (left), Chief of 
Police, Lines East, on behalf of Lines East pistol 
team which defeated Lines West team in annual 
marksmanship meet. Presenting trophy is J . D. 
Roosa, Superintendent of Property Protection. 

. . . back to Naples, Italy, is Paolo Crescenzo, retired 
laborer for a West Coast railroad, who camped in 
Grand Central Terminal, New York, for five days 
with two suitcases filled with $22,000 saved since 
1913. Traveler's A i d translator smoothed journey. 

. . . is pictured on Colorama display by the Eastman Kodak Co. in 
Grand Central Terminal, New York. Model train is fashioned after 
an N Y C diesel. Picture was taken at Rochester, N . Y . , on 8 x 10-inch 
view camera, with Ektacolor film and multiple flash. Original prints for 
series measure 5 x 9 1/2 inches, are enlarged to 18 x 60-foot displays. 
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CHART SHOWS, BY PERCENTAGES, WHERE THE MONEY TAKEN IN BY THE CENTRAL IN 1951 WENT. 

1951 a Mixed Year for the Central 
T H E Central's annual report for 1951, issued earlier this 

month, presents a picture of mixed results produced 
by the year's operations. 

The report, which is distributed to all Central stock
holders and employes, shows that although traffic volume 
and operating revenue rose during the year, net income 
was lower than in 1950. It amounted to only $14,718,720, as 
against $18,315,170 the year before. This profit amounted 
to only 1.8 cents of every dollar taken in. One of the chief 
reasons for such low earnings was the fact that freight 
rate increases authorized by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission during 1951 were inadequate to meet the 
greatly increased costs of running the railroad. 

Of every dollar taken in by the Central in 1951, the 
largest slice — 60 cents — was used to pay for human 
energy—wages, salaries, pensions and payroll taxes. 

Both freight and passenger traffic volume rose during 
the year. Freight traffic moved upward to produce rev
enues of $585,948,301, an increase of 7.6% over 1950. 

Passenger revenue showed an upturn too, reversing a 
downward trend which, except for one year, had per
sisted since the war-time peak year of 1944. 

New Union Contracts Signed 
New contracts, with increased benefits for railroad 

employes, were signed in 1951 by the Central and other 
railroads and the labor organizations representing non-
operating railroaders and trainmen. The agreements pro
vided basic wage increases ranging from 12 1/2 cents an 
hour for non-operating employes to 27 cents an hour for 
trainmen in yard service. 

Under cost-of-living provisions also included in the con
tracts, wages took three automatic jumps which, includ
ing one effective January 1, 1952, totaled 11 cents per 

hour. (A later decline in the cost-of-living index resulted 
in one cent o f this increase being canceled Apr i l 1, 1952.) 

Many Improvements During Year 
The Central continued during 1951 the program of 

improvements to its facilities and equipment started after 
World War II. During 1951 alone 420 new diesel loco
motive units were added to the N Y C fleet, the largest 
number in any single year. Of these, 373 were for the 
Central, 27 for the Chicago River & Indiana, and 20 for 
the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. St i l l on order are 503 addi
tional diesel units. Delivery of these, extending into 
1953, wi l l bring the Central's total diesel units to 1,939. 

A total of 7,707 new freight train cars were acquired 
by the System in 1951. Of this number, 5,213 were for 
the Central, 1,894 for the, Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, 500 for 
Merchants Despatch Transportation Corp., and 100 for 
the Northern Refrigerator Line, Inc. At the end of the 
year, 15,951 freight cars remained on order. 

New signal stations are being constructed at Fonda, 
N . Y. , on the Mohawk division, and Framingham, Mass., 
on the Boston & Albany. Plans have been completed for 
the installation of centralized traffic control to cover a 
56-mile stretch of the Big Four between Terre Haute, 
Ind., and Mattoon, Ill. 

New unloading equipment has been scheduled for in
stallation at Toledo, O., and Weehawken, N . J., where the 
Central operates important dock facilities. Expansion 
and improvement projects were launched at the Central's 
freight yards at Gibson and Elkhart, Ind.; Blue Island, Ill . ; 
North Yard, Detroit; Elyria and Sharonville, O.; McKees 
Rocks, Pa.; and DeWitt Yard, Syracuse, N . Y . Additional 
track facilities and new buildings feature the plans f©r 
most of the yards. 

Page 10 New York Central Headlight 



LETTER of congratulations on completion of 25 years of N Y C service is presented 
to John J. Demeter (right) by S. D. Foster, Superintendent of Shops at Collin
wood, O. 3,000 employes observe twenty-fifth anniversary with N Y C annually. 

FAMILY PORTRAIT of Demeters in Euclid, 
O., home shows Luana Jean standing be
hind Mrs. Demeter, Nancy behind father. 

NYC 25-Year Man Looks Back—and Ahead 
OF T H E 116,000 men and women employed by the New 

York Central System, nearly 40,000 have been with 
N Y C for 25 years or more. Every year, an average of 3,000 
more employes join the "quarter-century'' ranks. 

John Demeter, Foreman in the Steam Generator Repair 
Shop at Collinwood, O., is one of the 147 Central employes 
who rounded out 25 years of service in March of this year. 
L ike al l Central employes who achieve this distinction, he 
received a letter of commendation from N Y C President 
Gustav Metzman. 

Mr . Demeter was asked how it feels to attain the status 
of a "quarter-century" man. Proud of the record he has 
chalked up, he also is looking forward enthusiastically to 
his future on the Central. "I liked the railroad a great 
deal when I started as an Apprentice Pipe Fitter back in 
1927," he said, "and in al l these years I have found no 
reason to change my mind." 

Mr . Demeter recalled that, like men in every other kind 
of work, he had some rocky times during the depression. 
In fact, slumping railroad business caused him to be laid 
off just two weeks before his wedding in 1931. 

Not easily discouraged, he got married anyway. The 
Central had occasional work for him, which helped some. 
When he had a chance to get another job, his bride was 
al l for it. But not John. He wanted to stick to railroading. 

Lucki ly the Central was able to put him back in a steady 
job in 1934. He's been on the payroll ever since. 

Now Mrs. Demeter is glad he stayed. "With John's pay 
checks over the last 20 years," she says, "we've bought 
and paid for a six-room house in a nice neighborhood. We 
own a car that's only two years old. We have raised two 
girls, have no large bills, and our credit rating is A - l . 
Most important, we have the satisfaction of knowing that 
my husband is very happy in his work." 

Mr . and Mrs. Demeter and their daughters, Nancy, 19, 
and Luana Jean, 16, have their share of hobbies and i n 
terests. He is interested in sports and civic affairs and, with 
Nancy, is an ardent bowler. Mrs. Demeter enjoys her weekly 
bridge club sessions, although a recent illness and series of 
operations have forced her to cut down on outside activities. 
They attend their church together regularly. 

Both girls have won honors in high school. Nancy re
ceived awards from the National Honor Society and the 
American Legion and Luana Jean has been recognized by 
the Ohio State Education Department for her proficiency 
in Spanish. 

John Demeter's future plans are simple. He intends to 
go right on being an N Y C railroader and says, "The good 
Lord will ing, I ' l l be around to pick up my fifty-year gold-
pass when I finish the next 25 years." 

Retirement Board Adjusts Benefits 
The Railroad Retirement Board has 

made nearly 450,000 adjustments, under 
the 1951 amendments, in the retirement 
and survivor benefits which were being 
paid on November 1. 1951. These adjust
ments resulted in higher benefits for 
over 360,000 beneficiaries. Some persons 
received increases under more than one 
provision of the amendments. 

In addition, over 80,000 wives and 
dependent husbands of retired railroad 
employes had filed applications for ben
efits and nearly 60,000 had been awarded 

annuities by the end of the month. A p 
proximately 25,000 former N Y C em
ployes are on the Retirement Board's 
rolls. 

The first step in making the adjust
ments was taken in November, when 
220,000 annuitants and pensioners had 
their benefits raised by 15%, and 140,-
000 widows, children and parents had 
theirs raised by 33 1/3%. 

Since then, the Board has made a 
further adjustment in 43,000 retirement 
cases in which the employes had per

formed railroad service after age 65. 
This has resulted in higher annuities 
over and above the 15% they had re
ceived earlier. Most of these increases 
were made in December, and were re
troactive to November. 

The Board has also further adjusted 
the case of 24,000 beneficiaries under 
the survivor benefit program. These 
received increases in addition to the one-
third increase they had previously been 
awarded. These new increases were 
made under the provision which guar
antees that the total benefits paid to the 
family of a deceased railroad employe 
w i l l not be less than Social Security. 
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Central Honored By 
Army Reserve Officers 

The New York Central, together with 
other railroads throughout the country, 
has received honors for their self-financed 
military service and defense readiness. 

Special awards to the nation's ra i l 
roads were made recently by the Re
serve Officers Association of the United 
States in Washington for "outstanding 
service and indispensable contributions 
to the security of the nation, over and 
beyond the call of duty, in every period 
of national emergency." 

Scrolls bearing the citation were de
livered to the presidents of railroads all 
over the country after more than 200 
government, transportation, labor and 
rail leaders from many parts of the 
country joined in acclaiming the Amer i 
can railroads as military weapons rank
ing with the A i r Force, Army and Navy. 

Colonel Wil l iam S. Carr, retired, 
former commander of the military ra i l 
way service in Korea, summarized the 
railroads' wartime role and described 
how they were used in Korea as tactical 
weapons in a military campaign for the 
first time since our own C i v i l War. 
"Korea proved again," Colonel Carr 
said, "that railroads are a weapon of 
the first military importance." 

Mr. 

Central Men Win 
New Promotions 

Latest boosts in rank among Central 
people list Foster H. Simpson, Chief E n 
gineer, Lines West, stationed at Chicago, 
who succeeds the 
late E. A . Dougher
ty. Named Assistant 
Chief Engineer at 
Chicago is F. A. 
H e s s , w h o h a s 
served all of his rail 
career since 1923 in 
that area. J. F. Mc-
Cook, Assistant to 
Vice President, was 
formerly Division 
Engineer and is succeeded 
Deblin, previously Assistant Division 
Engineer, Detroit. Kenneth E . Dunn 
leaves his post as Division Engineer, Co
lumbus, O., to become Special Engineer 
in the Office of the Vice President, C h i 
cago. Mr . Dunn is replaced by J. D. 
Fraser, who was formerly Assistant D i 
vision Engineer at Jackson, Mich. 

Formerly District 
Passenger A g e n t , 
Arthur A. Meyer 
becomes G e n e r a l 
Passenger A g e n t , 
Pittsburgh & Lake 
Erie, at Pittsburgh. 

James J. Kinsella, 
formerly Superin-
t e n d e n t of the 
Chicago River & 
Indiana, is now A s -

Simpson 

by G. W. 

Crunch 
. . . goes the trick guillotine of James Harrison (left), Switchtender 
at Detroit Train Yard. Widely known as a magician, Mr. Harrison has 
attracted large audiences to Detroit Safety Committee meetings with 
his efforts to boost alertness to safety precautions through his wizardry. 
Assisting Mr. Harrison here by permitting his hand to be "chopped 
off" is Yardmaster K . Anderson, who insists he wasn't nervous. 

Mr. Meyer 

sistant to General Manager. He is suc
ceeded by Edward J. Crowley, formerly 
Assistant Superintendent. Replacing Mr. 
Crowley is W. J. Barry, who had been 
Trainmaster at Gibson, Ind. 

At Syracuse, N . Y. , Raymond J. Roche 
becomes Supervisor of Stations and 
Transfers, succeeding Charles J. Hart, 
who died recently. Replacing Mr . Roche 
as Freight Agent at Cleveland is John 
H. Frank, previously Assistant Agent. 
Newly named Assistant Freight Agent 
at Cleveland is Stanley E. Sejba. 

Appointments to Transportation In
spector include T. D. Bickham, stationed 
at Gibson, Ind., and J. E. Egan, Jr., at 
Syracuse, N . Y . ~ 

New Trainmasters are T. J. Prender-
gast at Toledo, O., T. E. Reynolds, 
Youngstown, O., and R. L. Wood, who 

replaces Mr . Barry at Gibson, Ind. E. L. 
Keller is Assistant Trainmaster, Chicago. 

Howard H. Maier has been named 
Special Representative, Freight Loss & 
Damage Prevention, New York City. 

In the Equipment department, C. M. 
Ferguson becomes Special Inspector, 
with headquarters at Detroit. 

Following the retirement of C. J . 
Hayes last month as Supervisor of the 
A A R Bi l l ing Bureau, G. A. Mundt w i l l 
assume that Buffalo post. 

In the Police department at Elkhart, 
Ind., Emory H. Lieberenz has been pro
moted from Sergeant to Lieutenant. 

Named Road Foreman of Engines is 
H. J. Scholz, working out of Detroit, 
while Kenneth J. Ickes replaces him at 
Jackson, Mich., as Assistant Road Fore
man of Engines. 
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CAREFULLY LOADED ON SPECIALLY BUILT WELL-CAR, WORLD'S LARGEST TELESCOPE MIRROR IS SHOWN AS IT TRAVELED WESTWARD VIA NYC. 

"Fragile, Handle With Care"-And How! 
The return of "Perfect Shipping 

Month" (see pages 4 and 5) calls to 
mind one of the most famous cases of 
perfect shipping in history. It happened 
16 years ago, with the Central playing 
a major role. 

The Corning Glass Works, located on 
the Central's Pennsylvania Division at 
Corning, N . Y . , had produced a huge 
mirror, 200 inches in diameter, for use 
in the world's largest telescope at the 
Palomar Observatory on the west coast. 
It was to be moved there by rail , with 
the Central handling the shipment from 
point of origin to Chicago. 

Not many shipments require the 
planning, care and time which both the 
Central and the shipper had to devote 
to the big disk; nevertheless, the move
ment stands as an example of what can 
be accomplished by teamwork and the 
application of sound railroading pr in
ciples. 

In January, 1936, following 13 months 
required for the hardening of the 200-

Low earnings of the railroads add up 
to a problem which is "very serious and 
dangerous for the country as a whole," 
said N Y C President Gustav Metzman in 
a speech to the Chicago Executives Club 
early this month. 

Mr . Metzman pointed out the impor
tance of the railroads to the whole na
tion, citing their annual payroll of more 
than four and a half billion dollars, paid 
out to more than a million employes. 

The railroads pay taxes every year 
totaling more than one and a quarter 
bill ion dollars, he said. And all this is 
in addition to performing services which 
are "essential, at one or more points, to 
virtually every productive and distribu
tive process in our economy." 

The most immediate difficulty facing 
April, 1952 

inch mirror (twice the size of any pre
viously attempted, and built at a cost 
of $639,000), the great object was ready 
for removal from the Corning Glass 
Works to the site of the observatory— 
Pasadena, Cal. 

A half-inch layer of rubber sheeting 
was wrapped around the disk. It was 
put into a specially built circular box of 
half-inch steel plates and then set up
right in a special "we l l " car built by 
the Central. 

On March 25, the work of loading the 
boxed mirror on the car was completed. 
The special train started rolling the next 
morning, two years and a day after the 
casting of the first, and unsuccessful, 
200-inch mirror. 

Excitement was stirred up all over 
the country, as the journey of the giant 
mirror was described daily in the na
tion's press. Crowds stood beside the 
Central's tracks at almost every com
munity as the train moved at 25-mile-
an-hour speed toward Chicago. A n ad-

the railroads, Mr . Metzman told his 
audience, is "the wide gap between our 
operating costs, which are hitched to the 
inflationary spiral, and our rates, which 
are hitched to the lengthy deliberations 
and decisions of regulatory agencies." 

Citing the long delays in the granting 
of needed higher rates by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, he recounted the 
time lags between the filing of four dif
ferent rate applications and the taking 
of final action on them. Except for i n 
terim increases in some of the cases, 
the four proceedings involved, respec
tively, 260 days, 347 days, 331 days, 223 
days. During these long waiting peri
ods, millions of dollars in revenues sore
ly needed by the railroads were being 
lost beyond recall. 

vance "scout" train cleared the way and 
an automatic recording device regis
tered the slightest vibration of the train 
carrying the mirror. 

The Burlington Railroad and the San
ta Fe participated in moving the mirror 
westward from Chicago. The delicate 
shipment reached its destination on 
Good Friday, a little more than two 
weeks after it had left Corning. News
paper stories said, "The nervous train 
crew was visibly relieved to give up re
sponsibility for the huge lens." 

On Easter Sunday the steel box was 
opened and close examination revealed 
no sign of injury after the long rai l trip. 

Dr. George Ellery Hale, builder of the 
telescope at Palomar, whose name it 
now bears, said, "The railroads surely 
deserve much credit for their great care, 
every inch of the way." Final ly installed 
in the telescope, the mirror plays its i m 
portant part in enabling men to pene
trate 1,000 million light years into the 
reaches of the universe. 

Quiz Answers 
Check your choices with the answers 

given below. If you answered all 10 
correctly, you're really high-balling it; 
6 to 9, high green is right ahead; 1 to 5, 
you're heading for a siding; none, you've 
got the red light. 

1. a Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
2. a (1948) 
3. b (7) 
4. c (Metal under ties: prevents moose 

from catching hoof on track) 
5. b (Schwendt) 
6. c (Empire State) 
7. d (Newcomen) 
8. d (Pioneer) 
9. c (Headlight slapper: "stop" signal) 

10. a (1893) 
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50-Year Railroaders Given Gold Passes 

SMILING at gold pass, symbol of a half-century of service ANOTHER 50-year jubilarian to receive the gold pass is H. T. 
for the Central, C. H. Bloom (center), Locomotive Engineer, Fitzsimons (right), Assistant Supervisor of Track, Buffalo 
Erie Division, accepts the honor from J. E. Chandler, Master Division. F. B. Wilcox, Division Engineer at Buffalo, makes 
Mechanic, Collinwood, O., as Mrs. Bloom proudly watches. the award in presence of C. R. Swanson, Track Supervisor. 

Pats on the Back 

Letters have been received by the 
Central, commending: 

Charles V. Connolly, Steward on the 
Knickerbocker, and two of his staff, 
Waiters W. T. Adams and Leonard 
Lodge, whose actions prompted a letter 
from Mrs. T. A . McKinney, St. Louis, 
Mo., expressing appreciation for the 
courtesy and pleasantness of Mr. Con
nolly and Mr. Lodge throughout her re
cent trip from St. Louis to Boston. 
Another letter, from Mrs. A . J . Fox of 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., praises the 
efficiency, kindness and resourcefulness 
of Mr . Connolly and Mr . Adams during a 
delay on a St. Louis to New York run, 
caused by severe weather. 

E. G. Fischer, Stationmaster at Grand 
Central Terminal, New York, who volun
teered the facilities of his office to add 
comfort to an 84-year-old traveler wait
ing to be helped aboard the Southwestern 
Limited. Wrote the grateful son-in-law 
of the passenger: " A n experience such 
as this is rather unique in this day and 
age, and I felt it should not go unnoticed." 

T. A. Marshall of the River Division, 
skipper of the Utica. N Y C ferryboat, 
whose expert seamanship during a thick 
fog has brought praise from H . B. Van 
Steenbergh of the Publicity Department 
for the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis. 

Personnel of the Dining Service De
partment, particularly those serving on 
the Knickerbocker, for three instances of 
prompt and courteous service to guests. 
One of the letters, sent by a confirmed 
air traveler, says, "Your service set a 
new high and you can be assured when

ever I get the opportunity to travel by 
railroad I w i l l certainly do so." 

Personnel of the Empire State Express 
for all doing their job with such "con
tagious enjoyment and interest," that a 
family making their first trip aboard the 
famed train called the experience a 
" thr i l l for a l l . " 

Dorothy M. Plourde, Ticket Seller at 
W. 33rd St. City Ticket Office, New York, 
for extraordinary efforts to secure a res
ervation shortly before the train was to 
leave, conducting herself with impres
sive courtesy and eagerness to help. 

E. J. Ryan, Trainmaster at Chicago, 
who, when learning that a Smith College 
student, returning to Springfield, O., 
aboard the New England States, had i n 
jured her knee at school, arranged to 
have an N Y C man meet the train to help 
the young woman and take care of the 
heavy luggage she had with her. 

Testimonials 
Central people work together as a 

family, and when one completes his 
term of active service and retires to 
cheer from the sidelines, his working 
companions try to show how they have 
appreciated him, and how he w i l l be 
missed. The method most frequently 
used for this purpose is the testimonial 
dinner. Among retired N Y C employes 
who recently have been honored by their 
friends are: 

John S. Dickey, Signal Foreman, and 
James A . Prince, Enginehouse Foreman, 
each of whom has completed 44 years of 
service with the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
Railroad. Fellow employes presented the 
men with purses upon their retirement. 

L. O. Lower, who enjoyed a buffet 
luncheon with the staff of J . J . B r ink -
worth, Vice President at Chicago, at the 
close of his 45 years of Central service. 
The retiring Special Engineer received 
a wrist watch, and a traveling clock and 
corsage were presented to Mrs. Lower. 

John A . Simpson, whose 46 years with 
the Central were honored by 57 friends 
and fellow employes from various points 
throughout the System at a dinner at 
Judie's Restaurant, Kingston, N . Y . The 
retiring Freight Agent of the River D i v i 
sion received many testimonials of his 
associates' regard, in addition to a Cer
tificate of Service presented by W. H . 
Harris, Assistant Superintendent of the 
River Division. 

Deaths 
H. I. Rogers, 63, District Claim Agent, 

Corning, N . Y . ; joined N Y C 1916. 
T. F. Sattgast, Car Inspector, H i l l s -

boro, Ill.; joined N Y C 1918. 
Emil P. Sellman, 83, retired Baggage

man, Lit t le Falls, N . Y . ; joined N Y C 
1899, retired 1939. 

Thomas F. Sheridan, 60, Chief Clerk, 
Pittsburgh; joined N Y C 1906. 

John J. Swift, 66, retired Locomotive 
Engineer, Syracuse Division; joined N Y C 
1905, retired 1951. 

A . M. Toon, 70, retired Freight Claim 
Agent, Indianapolis; joined N Y C 1900, 
retired 1950. 

John B. Vibbard, 82, retired Freight 
Agent, Amsterdam, N . Y . ; joined N Y C 
1887, retired 1938. 

James D. Waterbury, 75, retired Spe
cial Agent, Adirondack Division; joined 
N Y C 1898, retired 1947. 
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Monthly Roll Shows Recent Retirements 
Following is a list of New 

York Central employes who 
have retired from active serv
ice recently. The figures to the 
right of each name indicate 
the years and months of serv
ice spent with the Central. 
Adams, Clarence W„ Supervisor, 

Mechanical Examinations, De
troit 44 4 

Adams, Howard G. , Agent, Dal-
ton, Mass. 44 5 

Allen, Omer J . , Switchtender, 
Charleston, W. Va. 33 9 

Anderson, Algoet E . , Blacksmith, 
West Albany, N. Y. 41 6 

Anderson, Hans L. , Blacksmith, 
West Albany, N. Y. 46 10 

Angelo, James, Section Laborer, 
Clyde, N. Y. 22 10 

Arduini, Tony J . , Section Fore
man, Cammal, Pa. 45 2 

Ashworth, George, Brakeman, 
West Albany, N. Y. 37 11 

Aselstyne, Harry E. , Yardmaster, 
Monroe, Mich. 42 1 

Aucin, Anton, Laborer, Cleveland 28 8 
Ax, Jesse H., Conductor, Illinois 

Division 42 0 
Badzek, Matt, Baggage & Mail 

Trucker, Cleveland 24 3 
Baker, Henry, Checker, Adrian, 

Mich. 15 10 
Bast, John, Conductor, Erie Di

vision 34 11 
Bella, Laza, Boilermaker Helper, 

East Youngstown, O. 33 8 
Bellish, John, Section Laborer, 

Pittsburgh 18 5 
Biljes, Henry A., Ferry Ticket 

Seller, New York City 31 8 
Birch, George W., Pipefitter, Col

linwood, O. 23 3 
Blair, Russel C , Locomotive En

gineer, Toledo Division 45 0 
Blank, Charles F., Conductor, 

Pennsylvania Division 52 5 
Board, William S.. Locomotive 

Engineer, Ohio Central Division 33 11 
Brashare, John W., Locomotive 

Engineer, Michigan Division 43 6 
Brewer, John T., Chief Weigher, 

Weehawken, N. J . 39 1 
Brown, James, Car Inspector, 

Buffalo 25 5 
Brunner, Harry A., Sub-Station 

Operator, New York City 29 7 
Buckner, William, Section La

borer, Cairo, Ill. 30 1 
Burke, Fred E. , Assistant 

Terminal Foreman, Rochester, 
N. Y. 48 8 

Bush, Frank F., Lumber & Tie 
Inspector, East Buffalo, N. Y. 35 8 

Butcher, Harley F. , Conductor, 
Ohio Division 31 7 

Carolin, Anthony J . , Assistant 
Foreman, Syracuse, N. Y. 39 11 

Chadderdon, Charles H. , Conduc
tor, Battle Creek, Mich. 40 1 

Christian, Edward, Machinist, 
West Albany, N. Y. 33 1 

Clarke, Irving H. , Water Works 
Foreman, Watertown, N. Y. 46 2 

Collins, James H. , Assistant 
Terminal Foreman, Suspension 
Bridge. N. Y. 48 9 

Collins. Joseph C , Steward, 
Chicago 43 8 

Conro. Scott H., Brakeman, 
River Division 42 11 

Couch, Byron G., Conductor, 
Detroit 29 6 

JAMES MORTELL (left) and W. D. Craft (center) received retirement certificates from Superin
tendent J. D. Carkhuff. E. G. Mey (far right) completed last run on Southwestern Limited. 

Crawford, Frank J . , Telephone 
& Telegraph Maintainer, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 29 8 

Dantzler, Daniel J . , Caller, East 
St. Louis, Ill. 35 3 

Deaver, Wilbur S., Conductor, 
Toledo, O. 35 11 

Devlin, Michael J . , Trainman, 
East Youngstown, O. 29 5 

Dillon, Newton K. , Clerk, Sel
kirk, N. Y. 26 1 

Diugolecki, Walter M. , Boiler
maker, Utica, N. Y. 29 6 

Dorst, Martin J . , Electrician, 
New York City 34 8 

Downes. William F., Assistant 
Chief Mail Clerk, New York 
City 50 6 

Dufton, Clarence E. , Conductor, 
Indiana Division 34 5 

Dunn, Edward J. , Ironworker, 
Mohawk Division 49 10 

Eckerman, Henry M., Mill Ma
chine Operator, Collinwood, O. 46 3 

Farrell, John P., Locomotive En
gineer, Mohawk Division 41 2 

Ferris, William J., Ticket Agent, 
White Plains, N. Y. 60 1 

Flanagan, Stephen J . , Trainman, 
McKees Rocks, Pa. 29 6 

Forgacs, John, Section Laborer, 
Pittsburgh 15 7 

Gaul, Robert J . , Passenger Car
man, West Albany, N. Y. 42 9 

Genzel, Maurice C , Car Inspec
tor & Repairer, Watertown, 
N. Y. 33 5 

Giblin, Charles P., Locomotive 
Engineer, St. Lawrence Di
vision 47 5 

Glenn, Edward T. , Yardman, 
Gibson, Ind. 31 4 

Goodrich, Granville E . , Conduc
tor, Ohio Division 42 7 

Gray, George T., Carpenter, 
Albany. N. Y. 28 5 

Gunnison, Oscar, Machinist 
Helper, Ashtabula. O. 23 2 

Guntermann, George A.. Lo
comotive Engineer, Michigan 
Division 43 2 

Hardy, George R., Conductor, 
Ohio Central Division 39 7 

Hennessey, James P., Head Door
man, New York City 35 7 

Hill, Edward S., Cooper, Pitts
burgh 23 6 

Hodor, John S., Section Laborer, 
Catskill, N. Y. 29 3 

Howe, Claude M. , Locomotive En
gineer, Erie Division 44 6 

Ireland, Corydon B., Assistant 
Stationmaster, Buffalo 38 3 

Jones, Herbert L. , Telegrapher, 
Tiadaghton, Pa. 43 10 

Janigian, Kapriel, Porter, New 
York City 30 2 

Karweik, Charles H. , Laborer, 
Brightwood, Ind. 23 7 

Keefe, Daniel J., Locomotive En
gineer, Buffalo Division 51 10 

Kelley, Edward M. , Car Inspec
tor Leader, Pittsfield, Mass. 28 8 

Keogh, John J . , Baggageman, 
New York City 37 8 

Klouser, Joseph, Boilermaker 
Helper, Collinwood, O. 22 7 

Koch, Lulu M., Stenographer, 
Detroit 38 0 

Kosar, Peter, Car Inspector, Chi
cago, 32 11 

Krape, William H. , Boilermaker 
Helper, West Albany, N. Y. 31 6 

Krukan, John M . , Machinist, 
Utica, N. Y. 44 2 

Kruse, Erwin F., Coach Carman, 
Toledo, O. 34 2 

Kutlina, Ludwik J. , Laborer, 
Suspension Bridge, N. Y. 25 5 

Lake, John, Agent, Holley, N. Y. 51 9 
Lehan, John D., Checker, East 

Boston, Mass. 40 8 
Lewis, William, Hostler Helper, 

Collinwood, O. 30 2 
Lockhart, John C , Gang Fore

man, West Albany, N. Y. 45 4 
Long. Fred E. . Bridges & Build

ings Foreman, Brightwood, Ind. 36 4 
Lotz, William H. , Locomotive En

gineer, Ohio Division 33 4 
Lusiak, Joseph, Assistant Fore

man. Buffalo 29 5 

McCIain, Ira R., Inspector Gang 
Leader, Ashtabula, O. 33 11 

McConnell, Warren S., Tele
grapher, Fowler, Ind. 41 8 

McKenery, Harry P., Signal Su
pervisor, McKeesport, Pa. 46 6 

McManus, James J . , Brakeman, 
Syracuse Division 25 3 

Maida, Joseph, Section Laborer, 
Chicago 25 0 

Marsh, Arthur F. , Conductor, 
Toledo Division 36 2 

Meenan, Robert J . , Checker, 
Utica, N. Y. 32 7 

Meroh, Tony, Pipefitter, Beech 
Grove, Ind. 27 7 

Mentzer, Elvyn K., Assistant to 
General Manager, Boston, 
Mass. 40 11 

Mey, Ernest G. , Conductor, Illi
nois Division 45 10 

Miller Frederick A., Brakeman, 
Weehawken, N. J . 39 6 

Milligan, Franklin W., Brake
man, Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 45 8 

Minahan, William T., Conduc
tor, Ohio Division 41 6 

Mohorter, George H., Locomotive 
Engineer, Syracuse Division 36 1 

Mokanich, George G., Machinist, 
Newell, Pa. 36 7 

Mortell, James, Locomotive En
gineer, Hudson Division 46 3 

Nowak, Kaiser P., Mill Machine 
Operator, East Buffalo, N. Y. 37 1 

O'Neill, Richard J . , Clerk, New 
York City 18 11 

Oswald, Otto T., Assistant Ac
countant, Chicago 24 10 

Ouderkirk, Raymond E . , Loco
motive Engineer, Mohawk Di
vision 35 10 

Pickett, William, Tugboat En
gineer, New York City 53 4 

Pizur, Mike, Material Carrier, 
McKees Rocks, Pa. 39 6 

Ramsey, Elmer I., Trainman, 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 53 3 

AMONG EMPLOYES of the Central who have retired recently are (left to right above): W. J. Ferris, White Plains, N. Y.; J . M . 
Maloney, New York; B. A. Costello, St. Louis; C. J . Hayes, Buffalo; C. S. McGinley, Buffalo; and J. A. Meister, Cincinnati. 
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Let's Know the Facts 

Setting the Record Straight 
Another in a Series by Gustav Metzman, President 

Recently I was invited to attend one 
of the periodic meetings of the business 
trends committee of the National Asso
ciation of Radio and Television Broad
casters. We discussed some of the false 
notions that many people have about 
business, and what methods might be 
used to correct them. 

It was my pleasure to be able to pro
vide this group with the "straight goods" 
concerning some 
r a t h e r p o p u l a r 
misunders tand
ings about t h e 
railroads. I'm sure 
you run into these 
"myths , ' ' as we 
might call them, 
from time to time, 
too; and you may 
find it useful to 
have the facts 
w i t h w h i c h to 
reply to them. 

One of the mis
taken ideas many 
p e o p l e h a v e 
about railroads is 
the belief that they are a monopoly. 

Let's examine that idea. Monopoly 
means complete control of any given 
kind of business, so that the holder of a 
monopoly doesn't have to worry about 
competition. 

Do the railroads have to worry about 
competition? 

Monopoly Is A Myth 

With 400,000 huge highway freighter 
trucks rolling over the roads, the ra i l 
roads face stiff competition for freight 
traffic. 

With airline travel last year exceed-

MR. METZMAN 

ing rai l Pullman travel, and with more 
than 40,000,000 private automobiles in 
use in this country, the railroads cer
tainly have no monopoly on passenger 
business. 

In fact, the railroads not only face a 
variety of competitors; they're bucking 
competitors who have the cards stacked 
in their favor. Over-the-road truckers, 
airlines, highway buses, and inland 
waterway carriers all have the advan
tage of direct or indirect subsidy from 
public tax funds. 

The railroads, on the other hand, 
must meet all their own expenses and 
still price their services to compete with 
these tax-aided forms of transportation. 

Taxes paid by the railroads, in fact, 
are used to subsidize the competitors. 
Where Do They Get It? 

Where, then, do people get the i m 
pression that the railroads are a mon
opoly? 

One place they might easily get it is 
from the fact that the railroads are reg
ulated exactly as if they were a 
monopoly. 

Back in the nineteenth century—be
fore there were highways, trucks and 
airplanes—the government hung a tag 
marked "monopoly" on the railroads 
and set up machinery to regulate them 
accordingly. 

Conditions have changed drastically, 
but the government hasn't gotten around 
to taking off the tag or adjusting the 
machinery. Instead, it has tightened up 
the screws on the railroads, meanwhile 
treating their competitors much more 
liberally. 

Some Think We're Subsidized 

Another false impression many people 
share is that the railroads receive sub
sidies from the government. 

This notion probably exists because 
most forms of transportation — airlines, 
heavy trucks, inland waterways, buses 
—do receive subsidies and people simply 
assume that the railroads also do. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The railroads pay their own way. 
In addition, they pay taxes on all the 
facilities they use. Railroad taxes in 
1950 averaged $5,288 for every mile of 
railway line in the U . S. 

Land Grant Myth Lives On 

Some people still fall for that long-
exploded myth about "land grants" and 
cite them as evidence that the railroads 
are subsidized. 

First of all, the Central never received 
a land grant from the government. The 
practice of deeding land over to ra i l 
roads to permit their progress into un
developed areas was carried out 
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principally in the West. Even there, it 
was far less widespread than many peo
ple believe. Only about 8 per cent of 
today's vast network of railroad track 
rests on granted land. 

And here's the important point: by 
Congress's own findings, the railroads 
had by 1946 paid back to the govern
ment more than nine times the value 
of the granted land. They paid it back by 
hauling military personnel and equip
ment over land-grant mileage free of 
charge for many years, and at reduced 
rates for many more years. 

Land-grant rates remained in effect 
until 1946, when Congress, satisfied that 
the government had received its "mon
ey's worth," terminated them. 

Don't Blame Debt 

I ' l l mention here only one more of 
the errors often encountered in public 
thinking about the railroads. 

It goes something like this: "The trou
ble with the railroads is that they're up 
to their necks in debt." 

Many people think that statement 
sums up the whole transportation prob
lem. 

Actually, it isn't true. 
To be sure, the railroads have bor

rowed large sums of money. They have 
had to do so at various times—especial
ly, in recent years, in order to buy new 
locomotives and cars. 

However, railroad debt is not large 
in relation to the value of railroad prop
erty. The combined debt of all roads in 
the U . S. is about $15 1/2 billion The 
combined value of al l the roads' physi
cal plant is more than $30 billion. 

L ike many other industries, the ra i l 
roads found themselves debt-heavy 
during the depression. In 1932 interest 
charges took 19 cents out of every dollar 
of revenues. Now they take only four 
cents out of each revenue dollar. 

President 


