
DIESEL PURCHASE BIGGEST IN NYC HISTORY 
The biggest order for Diesel-electric 

locomotives in New York Central h is­
tory was placed last month. It calls for 
387 units of Diesel motive power, to 
cost about $64,000,000. 

The order, believed to be the biggest 
ever placed by any rai lroad for loco­
motives, is principally for road units. 
It includes 270 road freight units, 30 road 
passenger units, 54 road switchers, and 
33 yard switchers. 

First of the newly ordered engines are 
expected to arr ive on Central t racks 
next month. Delivery of the ent i re 387 
is scheduled to be completed dur ing the 
second quar ter of next year. With 
other Diesel units still awaited from 
previous orders, those in the latest group 
will br ing the Diesel roster of NYC and 
affiliates to a total of 1,642 units. Total 
horsepower: 2,091,100. 

The steady expansion of the Central 's 
Diesel fleet will push still higher the 
ratio of Diesel and electrified locomotive 
mileage to the total on NYC. Last year 
the percentage jumped to 34.2% from 
1949's figure of 28.7%. The added motive 
power wil l make the Central even better 
prepared to carry out its t ransportat ion 
job in the nat ional emergency. 

Four Makers Wi l l Supply 

The Diesels in the latest order wil l 
come from four manufacturers. Ordered 
from Electro-Motive Division of Gen­
eral Motors Corp. are 131 road freight 
"A" units of 1,500-hp each; seven road 
freight " B " units of 1,500 hp; 22 road 
passenger "A" units of 2,250 hp; 27 road 
switchers of 1,500 hp; 11 yard switchers 
of 1,200 hp; six yard switchers of 800 
hp. 

From American Locomotive Co., 62 
road freight "A " units of 1,600 hp; 32 
road freight " B " units of 1,600 hp; 27 
road switchers of 1,600 hp; 13 yard 
switchers of 600 hp. 

From Fairbanks, Morse & Co., eight 
road passenger "A" units of 2,400 hp; 
eight road freight "A" units of 1,600 hp; 
four road freight " B " units of 1,600 hp. 

From Baldwin-L ima-Hami l ton Corp., 
18 road freight "A" units of 1,600 hp; 

OUTER SHELL of a Diesel locomotive in process of construction is moved tenth of 
a mile by overhead cranes to spot where it will be lowered and welded to its "floor." 
Six units are completed each working day at this plant of Electro-Motive Division, 
LaGrange, Ill., one of suppliers from which NYC buys Diesel-electric locomotives. 

eight road freight " B " units of 1,600 
hp; three yard switchers of 1,200 hp. 

The Central 's largest previous order 
for Diesels was last October's commit-
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ment for 200 units, costing approxi ­
mately $31,000,000. It followed orders 
placed earl ier in 1950 total ing 185 Die­
sel-electric units for NYC and affiliates. 


