
Central Headlight 
Vol. X, No. 4 New York Central System April, 1949 

'Saving a Day at Night' 

H e r e a Pacemaker Freight train is pausing at Syracuse, N . Y . , to pick up and set out cars of merchandise freight. 

Diesels for Ohio Central 
The N e w York Central Railroad 

has completed plans to Dieselize all 
freight service between the Ohio River 
and Lake Erie on its Ohio Central 
Division, it has been announced by 
C. F. Wiegele , General Manager , Line 
West . 

Under present plans, it is expected 
that by Apri l 15 the O.C. will have 
eight huge four-unit, 6,000-horse-
power Diesel-electric road freight loco
motives operat ing in both directions on 
the 242-mile run between Hobson, O., 
near Point Pleasant on the Ohio River, 
and Toledo on Lake Erie. 

By next fall all road freight power 
between Hobson and Toledo on the 
Ohio Central is expected to be Diesel-
ized, and by a year or two later Diesel-
electric locomotives also are expected 
to take over O C yard operations. 

Point ing out that the huge new loco
motives can haul trains with approxi
mately 20 per cent more tonnage than 
the steam locomotives now in service, 
Mr . Wiege le noted that Dieselization 
will provide better, more efficient serv
ice to coal shippers and various in
dustries within the area. The Divi
sion's northern terminus at Toledo is 
serviced by the new $20,000,000 N e w 
York Central-Baltimore & Ohio coal 
and ore docks, now beginning the 
second season of operation. 

In addition to serving coal shippers 
the Ohio Central also handles chemical 
shipments from the Wes t Virginia 
area, merchandise freight from various 
industries, and freight which is inter
changed wi th other railroads connect
ing with the Division at a number of 
points. 

Daytime Schedules Adjusted 
For Top Service to Midwest 

Effective wi th the new spring time
tables which go into effect on Apri l 
2 i , the N e w York Central System will 
present a line-up of streamlined day
time trains offering new convenience 
and variety in passenger service be
tween a number of midwestern cities. 

A new Cincinnati Mercury, oper
ating both ways daily between the 
Queen City and the Motor City, heads 
the list of service improvements going 
into operation on the 24th. Their cars 
painted in the familiar Mercury gray, 
these t r a i l s will provide a fast day
time link between these two important 
industrial and commercial cities. Each 
will have coaches, double-unit diner, 
lounge car, par lor car, and parlor-ob
servation car. 

Clever Plan U s e d 

The nor thbound run of the Cincin
nati Mercury will leave Cincinnati at 
8:50 a.m. and arrive in Detroi t at 3:40 
p.m. The southbound will leave De
troit at 11:30 a.m. and arrive in Cin
cinnati at 6:00 pm. Coach seats on 
these trains will not be reserved. 

A clever plan for the utilization of 
equipment will permit integration of 
the Cincinnati Mercury's schedule wi th 
that of the Cleveland Mercury, which 
will continue, wi th minor schedule 
changes, to provide its convenient 
morning service from Cleveland to 
Detroi t wi th late-afternoon run in the 
opposite direction. 

Better Service 

Upon arrival at Detroi t in the Cleve
land Mercury, cars will be serviced 
immediately and then make up the 
consist for the same day's southbound 
Cincinnati Mercury out of Detroi t . 
T h e next day, the same cars will re turn 

to Detroit in the nor thbound Cincin
nati Mercury and be ready for the late 
afternoon trip to Cleveland as the 
Cleveland Mercury. The following 
morning, the whole process wil l start 
over again. By thus put t ing its modern, 
luxury equipment to the most advan
tageous possible use, the Central is 
rendering better service to customers. 

Coach seats on the Cleveland Mer
curies will continue on a reservation 
basis. 

Chicago Mercuries 

In the new timetable, changes also 
are being made in the service offered 
between Chicago and Detroi t . Depar
ture time of the westbound Chicago 
Mercury from Detroi t will be ad
vanced from 12:40 p.m. to 8:30 a.m., 
wi th arrival in Chicago at 12:45 p.m. 
instead of 4:50 p.m. T h e eastbound 
Chicago Mercury will continue as a 
morning train. 

Equipment on the Chicago Mer
curies will be all stainless steel and 
will include coaches, tavern lounge, 
d ining car, parlor car, and parlor-
observation car. T h e equipment will 
make two trips each day, going one 
way as The Mercury and returning as 
The Twil ight . T h e twin Twil ights are 
late-afternoon trains running each way 
daily between Chicago and Detroi t . 

Coach Seats Reserved 

Coach seats on the Chicago Mer
curies and on both Twil ights will be 
on a reserved basis. 

T h e new timetable, which goes into 
effect the same day that many localities 
will commence daylight saving time, 
embodies a number of other changes, 
most of them minor, in schedules of 
both through and divisional trains. 

No Delay 
Nowhere, 

No Sir! 
Every railroad man knows that 

delays happen even on the best 
run of roads and that, when the 
morning train sheets show a straight 
"on t ime" right down the list 
of a fleet of 40 or more hot shots, 
that 's really something. 

Yet, that's what happened on 
not one, but three mornings recently 
in the Central 's " G X " room in 
N e w York, where up-to-the-minute 
reports on the passenger fleet came 
in by telegraph and telephone all 
day and all night. 

On February 20, March 9, and 
March 30, the " G X " report read 
" O T " all the way. At Chicago, 
at Detroit , at Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Elkhart, Cincinnati, Albany, Spring
field, and N e w York, wherever 
they were the Central 's top-notch 
trains were on schedule or ahead 
when the morning report was taken 
from the train sheets. 

" O n some railroads they frame 
these and hang them on the wal l ." 
said a Clerk in the " G X " room as 
he gazed fondly at one of the 
perfect reports. 

Full Rate Increase 

Needed as Asked, 

Says Central V.P. 
The full amount of the requested 

13 per cent increase in freight rates 
is needed "to enable the railroads to 
get by," N e w York Central Vice Presi
dent and General Counsel Jacob Aron-
son told the Interstate Commerce 
Commission last month . 

Mr. Aronson, speaking as chief 
counsel for the peti t ioning railroads, 
told the Commission that the requested 
increase "represents the extreme mini
mum" needed by the roads. "The 
application was on a conservative 
basis even before the impact of the 
additional cost of the 40-hour week," 
he said. 

Any scaling down of the application 
for rate relief "would constitute a most 
serious disservice," Mr. . Aronson 
declared. H e went on to state that, 
even on the basis of the requested in
crease, " the railroads are not in a 
position to give any assurance that 
they will succeed in their efforts to 
get by. T h e most they can say is 
that they will try their best. Much, 
of course, will depend upon the volume 
of traffic. To the extent that the 
railroads may succeed in this effort, 
they will be making a salutary con
tribution in combating the post-war 
inflationary spiral ." 

Pacemaker Freight Trains 
Serving New England Area 
Added to Merchandise Fleet 

The N e w York Central will extend 
its famous Pacemaker Freight service 
by inauguration this month of a N e w 
England Pacemaker Freight. 

The new operation will br ing to 
Boston and other N e w England cities 
the advantages of the high-speed, 
special - equipment, less - than - carload 
freight service now enjoyed by custom
ers of the original Pacemaker Freight, 
which operates between N e w York 
and Buffalo with set-outs for points 
between and connections for and from 
many points west of Buffalo. 

Resumed and expanded in 1946, 
after suspension dur ing the war, 
the N e w York Central 's Pacemaker 
Freight service was planned and engi
neered as an expedited means of han
dl ing merchandise freight. The en
couraging response which it has won 
from the shipping public has led 
to the decision to increase its scope. 

Diesel-Powered 

The N e w England Pacemaker 
Freight trains, like the ones now in 
service, will be drawn by the smooth 
power of Diesel-electric locomotives. 
They will be operated nightly, one 
in each direction between Boston and 
the Niagara Frontier. 

In Boston, the westbound Pacemaker 
will be made up in Beacon Park Yard. 
The gleaming, specially painted and 
stencilled, vermilion-and-gray cars, 
laden with high-grade merchandise 
freight, will be combined; each after
noon, ready to start their journey west. 

At Worcester, Springfield, and Pitts-
field, Mass., key centers of N e w Eng
land industry and commerce, stops 
will be made to pick up cars which 
have been loaded there for destinations 
to the west. 

Then, at Rensselaer, N . Y., across 
the Hudson River from Albany, the 
N e w England Pacemaker will meet 
the N e w York-Buffalo Pacemaker, 
and cars will be exchanged so that 
the intermediate set-out and pick-up 
stops between there and Buffalo can 
be divided between the two trains. 

Connect at Buffalo 

At Buffalo, cars from both trains 
destined for cities beyond will be 
quickly moved into fast, connecting 
symbol freight trains. 

In the eastbound operation the same 
system will be followed, with Rens
selaer again serving as the clearing 
point between the two trains. 

N e w England's heavy proport ion of 
manufacturing industry—with a high 
volume of package freight originat ing 
there—is a rich source of potential 
business for the Central 's new service. 

To attract it, the N e w England 
Pacemaker will offer its fast, depend
able schedules, with next-morning 
arrival for shipments consigned from 
Boston, Worcester, Springfield, or 
Pittsfield to Albany, Utica, Syracuse, 
Rochester, or Buffalo, and second-

morning arrival in a large number 
of cities further west and south. 

It will offer also the advantages of 
movement in specially designed Pace
maker Freight cars, equipped with 
high-speed trucks, easy-riding springs, 
and rubber cushioning devices incor
porated in the couplers, all making 
for smooth, damage-resistant r iding. 

Like its sisters already in operation, 
the N e w England Pacemaker Freight 
trains will move on the high-speed 
track, attaining speeds approaching 
those of passenger trains. 

Equipment Readied 
Special Pacemaker cars for the new 

service, in addition to the 500 placed 
in use in 1946, have been readied 
at the East Buffalo Car Shops. 
Already equipped with the special 
features and devices prescribed for 
Pacemaker roll ing stock, the cars have 
been painted in the distinctive Pace
maker Freight style, with the upper 
portion vermilion and the lower gray, 
and have been stencilled with the 
Pacemaker designation. 

Before long they will join the 
Central 's proud Pacemaker fleet, 
streaking through the night on the 
mission for which they are so well 
suited—carrying their share of the 
nation's freight. 

Fanfare Will Push 

Services Offered 

By N.E. Pacemaker 
To herald the inaugurat ion of its 

new N e w England Pacemaker Freight 
Service, the Central is employing pub
licity, advertising, and the concerted 
selling efforts of its Freight Traffic 
Depar tment . 

News and picture releases are being 
issued by the Public Relations Depart
ment to newspapers and other media 
in the cities—both in N e w England 
and elsewhere—which will benefit by 
the new service. These releases explain 
the Pacemaker service and also detail 
the special equipment which Pace
maker Freight trains use to insure 
smooth, damage-free r iding at h igh 
speeds. 

Folder Issued 
A four-page folder in color has been 

prepared by the Freight Traffic Depart
ment announcing the new service. Out
lining the advantages of shipping by 
Pacemaker, it also shows the schedules 
for the N e w England Pacemaker trains. 

The folder will be distributed, by 
mail ing and by personal contact, to 
shippers and prospective shippers in 
the areas served. Freight Traffic De
partment representatives will use it in 
solicitation of Pacemaker business. 

Employes in the paint shop at the East Buffalo, N . Y . , Car Shops are 
putting the finishing touches on a car for the N e w England Pacemaker 
Freight service. Paint ing o n the Pacemaker designation is the final step. 
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Greensburg, on NYC, Is 'City of Democracy' 
Take your map of the N e w York 

Central System and draw a big red 
circle around Greensburg, Indiana. It 's 
a city people are going to hear about. 

Greensburg, located on the Central 's 
Indiana Division, about half way be
tween Indianapolis and Cincinnati , has 
been selected among all the commu
nities in the United States as the most 
representative small city in the na
tion. As a result it bears the proud 
title, "City of Democracy," and wil l 
be held up to people all over the 
world as an example of the benefits 
of the American way of life. 

T h e Uni ted States Jun ior Chamber 
of Commerce is responsible for this 
honor paid to Greensburg. Searching 
for a community that would best 
typify the American way, Junior Cham
ber officers toured the nation. They 
decided the American story could best 
be told by this thriving community of 
7,000—a city of small but diversified 
industries set in the midst of a rich 
agricultural region. 

Replica Wi l l Be S h o w n 

Members from 44 countries will 
learn all about Greensburg at the In
ternational Congress of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, to be held in 
Brussels, Belgium, from the 21st to 
the 29th of this month . A scale model 
of the ci ty—showing churches, schools, 
homes, public buildings, streets, parks, 
business sections, and, of course, the 
N e w York Central 's installations and 
right of way—wil l be on display at 
the Congress. 

This replica has been buil t at a 
cost of more than $5,000, contributed 
by local businesses, including the Cen
tral. In addit ion to being on display at 
Brussels, it will be exhibited in Lon
don and Paris. Plans are being made 
for it to be shown in N e w York, 
Washing ton , and other U . S. cities after 
its return to this country. 

Needless to say, the people of 
Greensburg do not take the honor 
lightly. From Mayor Earl W o o d w a r d 
on down, they are bursting with pride. 
The frequent appearance of reporters 
and photographers from out-of-town 
p u b l i c a t i o n s s e r v e s a s a constant re
minder to them that Greensburg is in 
the news in a big way. A typical re
mark everywhere is: "This is a mighty 
fine thing for all of us . " 

Central Folks Proud 

N e w York Central people in Greens
burg are particularly p roud of the 
recognition their city has earned be
cause they feel, and rightly, that they 
have contributed no small amount to 
the prosperous economy which led to 
its selection. In picking Greensburg, 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce cited 
the city's ideal balance between in
dustry and agriculture as the determin
ing factor. 

Charles Wi l l i ams , N e w York Cen
tral Agent at Greensburg, spoke for 
all N Y C folks there when he said, 
"The Central 's role in our city's de
velopment has been that of providing 
adequate transportation, both passenger 
and freight, to meet the needs of the 
community." Also, the Central is the 
largest single employer in Greensburg 
and the largest taxpayer both to the 
city treasury and to the treasury of De-

There are few people to whom this scene won't bring back memories. Most 
folks can recall having seen, or perhaps lived on , a street very much like 

this one that runs through Greensburg. Perhaps that is one reason why this 
Indiana community has been selected as typical of the American small city. 

catur county, of which Greensburg is 
the county seat. 

T h e N Y C is the only railroad serv
ing Greensburg. Its normal employ
ment in the city runs from 150 to 200. 
Physical facilities located there include, 
in addition to the freight and passen
ger stations, a roundhouse, car repair 
track, coal dock, yards, and stock yard 
facilities for convenience of the feeder 
cattle trade. 

Gateway South 

Greensburg is a gateway to southern 
Indiana. Five lines radiate from the 
city. The fi-st rail service was provided 
in 1843, just 22 years after the town 
was founded. The line in those days 
was called the Lawrenceburg and 
Upper Mississippi Railroad. 

Greensburg 's industries are relative
ly small and well diversified. Many 
of them started dur ing or since the 
war and are located on the outskirts 
of the city's west side, through which 
the N e w York Central 's tracks pass, 
outside the business and residential 
areas. Principal manufactures include 
wire cloth, sport and work clothing, 
fertilizer, cement blocks, wood veneers, 
and flour. T h e city also has grain ele
vators and a tobacco warehouse. 

Corn Is King 

Decatur county produces a number 
of important crops, of which corn is 
king. Last year the average yield was 75 
bushels an acre. Soy beans and wheat 
are other principal crops. T h e chief 
sources of income are hogs and feeder 
cattle. 

W i t h i n the county there are 1,746 
farms, ranging in size from 10 to over 
1,000 acres. Most of them are home-
owned and home-operated. Modern 

mechanical equipment is in general use. 
Houses and buildings are well kept, 
and the farm people enjoy a pleasant, 
prosperous life. 

Wonderfu l Advertisement 

Mayor Woodward expressed the gen
eral feeling of the folks in Greensburg 
when he said, "Being selected for this 
honor is a wonderful advertisement for 
our city. W e feel that it will also be 
a great booster for the American way 
of life in the eyes of the people of 
other countries." 

Wal ter B. Lowe, Editor of the 
Greensburg News, is also enthusiastic. 
In a position to keep his finger on the 
public pulse, he finds that the whole 
community feels honored by the un
usual recognition, which he regards as 
a tr ibute to the whole state of Indiana 
as well as Greensburg. 

W o u l d Like to G o 

But on one in Greensburg is more 
excited about the attention the city is 
gett ing than is Mrs . Paul E. Vohland . 
She wishes she could be with the 
replica of the city on its tr ip to 
Brussels. Belgium was her home unti l 
a few years ago—she married her hus
band, a landscape gardener in Greens
burg, when he was an American soldier 
in Europe dur ing the war. 

As it is, her parents plan to go to 
Brussels from Antwerp, where they 
live, to see the model of the city where 
their daughter now makes her home. 
Mrs . Vohland, by the way, is a sister-
in-law of Phyllis Vohland, the N e w 
York Central 's woman Train Dispatch
er ( C E N T R A L H E A D L I G H T , December, 
1948) , who has gained fame as the 
only woman on a U . S. railroad to 
hold standing as a qualified Dispatcher . 

A delegation of four Greensburg 
citizens will accompany the replica on 
its journey to Europe. Members of 
the group had not yet been chosen 
when this was writ ten. 

Local Junior Chamber of Commerce 
officers have been active in arranging 
details connected with prepar ing the 
replica and taking it abroad. "Making 
sure nothing important is left out is 
no easy job," they assert. 

Probably not the least among things 
people will remember about Greens
burg are the trees which grow out of 
the tower of the court house there. 
For many years the city has enjoyed a 
modest degree of fame in the midwest 
on account of these trees. H o w the 

seeds from which they sprung found 
their way to such heights, or what soil 
they found there in which to spread 
their roots, no one seems to know. But 
grow they did, start ing in the 1870's. 

For a long time the species to which 
the trees belong was not known. Final
ly, the Smithsonian Inst i tute investi
gated and decided that they are of the 
Large Tooth Aspen variety. 

Conductors on N e w York Central 
passenger trains report that, in summer 
when the leafy boughs are waving atop 
the spire, travelers often inquire about 
the "tower trees." From now on, when 
they explain, they can add, "The city 
we're coming to is the City of De
mocracy.' " 

Proud of their part in Greensburg's growth are these five veteran N e w 
York Central employes . Discussing the honor paid their city, they are 
(left to right) Al ice Andrew, Operator; Elton Laws, Yard Clerk; Louis 
McHenry , Baggageman; James Mull ikin, Ticket Clerk; and George 
Hutt ing , Yardmaster. The ir combined N Y C service totals over 174 years. 

H a v i n g your h o m e town selected as the "City of Democracy" means 
work as well as honor , and here Charles Scheidler ( r igh t ) , president of 
the Greensburg Junior Chamber of Commerce, and Ray Lindboe, first 
vice president of the Indiana State Junior Chamber, make a shirt
sleeve attack o n some of the numerous and complex details of the job. 

T h o u g h Greensburg is her adopted h o m e , 
and that only recently, Mrs. Maria V o h l a n d 
(above) shares the general excitement buzz
ing there. Her parents in Belgium are eager 
to see the replica of her new h o m e town. 

Charlie Wil l iams ( l e f t ) , the N e w York Central's A g e n t at Greens
burg, looks over a map of the city with Mayor Earl Woodward . 
They're not ing buildings and landmarks appearing o n the replica 
of the city to be sent to Brussels. Charlie has been with the Cen
tral 4 8 years, 18 of which he has spent working in Greensburg. 
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Annual Report for '48 Tells of Big Business, Small Profits 
Inflated Expenses Continue 
To Siphon Off Revenues; 
Wages, Materials Both Up 

T h e N e w York Central 's operations 
in 1948 tell the story of a large-
scale transportation job done against 
the discouraging background of still 
rising operat ing expenses. 

The cost of doing business in 1948 
showed the effect of a continued up
ward spiral in the price of everything 
that goes into running a r a i l r o a d -
human energy, equipment, fuel, build
ings, and materials. The result was 
that the Central 's net income was dis
proportionately small in relation to the 
amount of business done. ( A report 
and analysis of the Central 's net in
come will be found in the article ap
pearing in columns 4 and 5 of this 
page.) 

Opera t ing expenses in 1948 were 
10 per cent above the figure for 1947, 
even though 'the volume of traffic 
handled was less and the number of 
people on the payroll was virtually the 
same as in the previous year. Higher 
wages and mount ing material costs 
continued to push up the figure for 
expenses. 

W a g e s Largest Item 

The largest single item in the ex
pense bill was that for wages. The 
company's payroll, together with pen
sion and payroll tax costs, amounted 
to about 65 per cent of all operating 
and related expenses. Wages a lone— 
without the pension and payroll tax 
i tems—totaled almost $433 million. 
This figure was 9.9 per cent over the 
corresponding sum for 1947, al though, 
as stated above, the average number of 
employes on the payroll remained vir
tually unchanged. 

Accounting for the increase in total 
wage payments, in spite of a declining 
volume of traffic, was the higher gen
eral level of wages dur ing the year. 
The average annual wage per employe 
on the Central jumped from $3,282 in 
1947 to $3,616 in 1948. W h e n em
ploye benefits—retirement and unem
ployment insurance taxes paid by 

the company on behalf 
of employes—are counted 
in, the average annual 
total of wages and bene
fits per employe in 1948 
was $3,819. The gen
eral level of wage rates 
on the Central in 1948 was 
approximately 82 per cent 
higher than it was in the 
year 1939. 

A 15 1/2 cents an hour 
raise—agreed upon with 
some of the railroad labor 
organizations last spring 
after having been settled 
with the others in the 
preceding fall—boosted the annual pay 
bill by a sizable amount. In addi
tion, a so-called " thi rd-round" wage 
increase of 10 cents an hour was 
agreed upon with the operat ing or
ganizations, taking effect last Octo
ber 16. 

After preparation of the annual re
port, but before publication of this 
issue of the C E N T R A L H E A D L I G H T , a 

further seven cents an hour increase, 
retroactive to October 1, 1948, was 
agreed upon with the non-operating 
organizations. As part of the same 
agreement, the recommendations of a 
presidential emergency board for estab
l ishment of a basic 40-hour work week 
were accepted. T h e 40-hour week, at 
the same pay as now received for a 
48-hour week, will go into effect next 
September 1. One effect, of course, 
will be the further pushing up of the 
annual expenditure for wages in the 
operation of the railroad. 

Material Prices U p 

Costs of all the thousands of differ
ent items of materials used in the 
operation of the System also continued 
to soar dur ing 1948. As compared 
with 1939, the general level of railroad 
materials prices in 1948 had increased 
by 121 per cent. W h i l e not as big a 
factor as wages in the over-all cost pic-

Year in Review 
T h e year 1948 produced a much higher degree of 

prosperity for the nation and for business in general than 
for the railroads. 

Though the N e w York Central gained substantially 
over 1947 in total revenues and net income, there are 
disquieting factors which also must be noted in any 
realistic appraisal of the year's results: 

1. Uni t volume was down. Thus the improved financial 
showing was due largely to increases in rates and fares. 

2. Heavy increases continued in basic wage, material, 
and fuel costs—factors beyond any management 's control. 

3. Large sums of money have been and still are needed 
to continue our post-war plant and equipment moderniza
tion, which is vital to the long-range interests of the 
Central, its owners and employes, and the public. 

4. Our profit was inadequate, in relation both to our 
gross revenues and to our invested capital. 

G. METZMAN, President 
in the 1948 Annual Report 

1948 Saw Strides 

In NYC Program 

Of Improvements 
T h e N e w York Central 's large-scale 

post-war improvements program — 
geared to increase business through 
better service and thus make the Cen
tral stronger and Central jobs more 
secure — continued in a big way dur
ing 1948. 

Details of the program are outlined 
in the Central 's 1948 annual report. 
According to the report, nearly $106 
mill ion were spent in improvements 
dur ing 1948. This figure includes the 
N e w York Central and its leased lines, 
as well as the principal controlled and 
affiliated companies, including the 
Pit tsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, In
diana Harbor Belt Railroad, Merchants 
Despatch Transportat ion Corporation, 
and Nor thern Refrigerator Lines, Inc. 

About $81 million of the total ex
penditures went for new locomotives 
and cars, both passenger and freight. 
As a result of deliveries of new Diesel 
locomotives dur ing the year, the Diesel
ized portion of the System's total road 
freight mileage rose to about 13.5 per 
cent by the end of 1948. The Diesel
ized portion of total passenger train 
mileage went up to about 19.4 per 
cent. T h e percentage of switching 
hours performed by Diesel-electrics 
increased to about 28 per cent. 

T h e Central continued in 1948 to 
make headway against the problem of 
freight car supply which had plagued 
it and many other railroads since the 
equipment-punishing war years. A net 
gain of 3,125 freight train cars was 
chalked up, with 9,133 new cars being 
received while 6,008 were being 
retired. 

A total of 163 new passenger train 
cars went into service in 1948, includ
ing 102 sleeping and sleeping-combi
nation cars of various types which were 
part of orders for 264 such cars placed 
in 1945. ; 

In addition to locomotives and cars 
received in 1948, the start of 1949 
saw orders on file with manufacturers 
for new motive power and roll ing stock 
totaling nearly $113 million. Included 
in this figure is a sizable further addi
tion to the Central 's Diesel fleet. 

needed for the improvements program, 
of course, showed the effects of the 
generally high level of prices for new 
equipment and for the materials and 
labor involved in roadway and struc
tural work. 

In spite of increases in freight rates, 
express rates, and passenger fares dur
ing 1948, the end of the year saw the 
Central 's rates—like those of other 
roads—lagging far behind the soaring 
level of costs. Freight rates were only 
56 per cent above those of 1939 on the 
average, and passenger rates only 24 
per cent. Material costs, at the same 
time, were 121 per cent above the 1939 
level, and wage rates averaged almost 
82 per cent above that year. 

In addition to the inadequacy of 
rates, special problems plagued the 
Central and other eastern railroads in 
1948. As pointed out in the annual 
report, the Central faced such factors 
as shorter revenue hauls than those on 
many roads in other areas, higher 
freight terminal costs, and heavier 
property taxes. 

Competitors Subsidized 

The lack of a comprehensive national 
transportation policy was another seri
ous disadvantage under which the Cen
tral, along with the railroad industry 
as a whole, operated in 1948. The 
inroads of subsidized competition in 
the form of highway, waterway, and 
airway transport continued to harm the 
railroad industry, which pays its own 
way. 

Al though Congress in 1940 declared 
that the national transportation policy 
calls for equality of treatment for all 
forms of transportation in all respects, 
failure to put this policy into action 
continued in 1948 to mean special 
preferential treatment for the railroads' 
competitors, hur t ing the railroads' abil
ity to contend for traffic—especially 
that of the higher g r a d e s , the kind on 
which the subsidized carriers ordinarily 
are first to make inroads. 

INCREASED 120.9% 

NET 
WAGES — INCOME —DIVIDENDS 

INCREASED 

BUT 

81.8% 

FREIGHT 
RATES 

INCREASED ONLY 55.6% 

INCREASED ONLY 24. % 

Appointments Announced by NYC Departments 
D u r i n g the past month, many em

ployes at various points on the N e w 
York Central System assumed new 
posts to which they were recently ap
pointed. A number of these latest 
appointments are noted below. 

T w o appointments became effective 
Apri l 1 in the Property Protection De
partment . Wi l l i am J . Davis is the 
new Chief of Police at Cincinnati, O., 
and Joseph H . Hertzel succeeds Mr . 
Davis as Captain of Police at Buffalo, 
N . Y . (Pic ture of M r . Davis on page 
11.) 

Mr. Davis entered Central service as 
a Patrolman in Syracuse, N .Y . , in Sep
tember, 1913. Six years later, he be
came a Lieutenant there. H e was ad
vanced to Captain at Buffalo in 1924. 

Mr. Hertzel , a Special Representa
tive of the Freight Loss and Damage 
Prevention Bureau at the time of his 
recent appointment, came to the Cen
tral as a Clerk in the Police Depar t 
ment at Buffalo in Ocober. 1919. T w o 

months later, he was named Patrol
man. H e became a Sergeant in 1925 
and held that position until he was 
appointed Special Representative in 
June, 1945. 

At Toledo, O., Mark J . Finley was 
appointed Freight Agent, succeeding 
Emery G. Ulrich, who died recently. 
Mr . Finley entered N e w York Central 
service on May 19, 1915. Before his 
recent Toledo appointment , he was 
Agent at Bronson, Sturgis, Hil lsdale, 
and Adrian, Mich., and at Fremont 
and Elyria, O . 

Herbert L. Hanson, General Claims 
Attorney in N e w York, announced 
various appointments in the Claim 
Depar tment that took effect on March 
1. In Cleveland, Albert W . K r u g 
was named Assistant Chief Claim 
Agent. A. J . Lorenz is the new 
Distr ict Claim Agent at Detroi t , Mich. 
Other District Claim Agents were 
appointed as follows: C. H . Harrison, 
Indianapol is , Ind . ; W . A . Shafer, 

Mattoon, I l l ; L. H . Bell, Cincinnati, 
O . ; and W . B . Schlosser, Pitts
burgh, Pa. 

C. D . Leach has been appointed 
Assistant to General Audi tor of the 
Indiana Harbor Belt, Chicago River 
and Indiana, and Chicago Junction 
Railroads, wi th headquarters in Chi
cago. Previous to this appointment, 
Mr . Leach was Chief Clerk to the 
General Audi tor . 

E. H . McGovern, Distr ict Engineer 
at Cincinnati, announced the appoint
ment of Donald T . Southwick as Fire 
Protection Engineer in that city. Mr . 
Southwick, w h o succeeds Fred Sparks, 
was formerly an Assistant Engineer 
for the Central at Springfield, O . 

In N e w York, announcement has 
been made of the appointment of H . 
E. Atkins as Superintendent of Power 
for Grand Central Terminal and the 
Electric Division. Mr . Atkins has been 
with the Central since September, 1918, 
when he started in the Test Depar t 

ment at Glenwood, N . Y . H e held vari
ous positions in the Sub-station De
partment until early 1947, when he 
was appointed Assistant Superintend
ent of Power, which position he held 
until his recent appointment . 

R. J . Osborn, former Supervisor of 
Service Plants, succeeded Mr. Atkins 
as Assistant Superintendent of Power. 
Mr . Osborn came to the Central in 
1936 as an Air Condi t ioning Inspector. 
In 1938, he was named Repair Fore
man, and three years later he was ad
vanced to Assistant Supervisor of Serv
ice Plants. His promotion to Super
visor came in 1944. 

C. T . Evans was appointed Assistant 
Chief Signal Inspector at Cincinnati 
recently. H e replaces T . M. Hayes, who 
was transferred. 

O n the Pit tsburgh & Lake Erie Rail
road, R. E. Black has been appointed 
Superintendent of Personnel, wi th 
headquarters in Pit tsburgh, Pa. Mr . 
Black succeeds J. T . Johnston, who 

died recently, as noted on page 9 of 
this issue of the H E A D L I G H T . 

Moving up to fill the post vacated 
by Mr . Black is C. D . Johnston, who 
was named Supervisor of W a g e Sched
ules for the P. & L.E. Both appoint
ments were effective Apri l 1. 

T h e position of Freight Agent at 
South Schenectady, N . Y., has been 
restored with P . L. Wi lk ins as Agent . 
Mr . Wi lk ins worked wi th the Delaware 
and Hudson Railroad for 20 years 
before coming to the Central in 1939. 

The following appointments became 
effective March 1 in the Michigan Cen
tral District: G. W . Debl in has been 
appointed Asistant Division Engineer 
at Detroi t . At Jackson, J. D . Fraser 
has been appointed Assistant Division 
Engineer; Homer H . Maul t , Supervisor 
of Bridges and Bui ld ings ; and A. B. 
Carr, Assistant Superintendent of 
Bridges and Buildings. G. V . Coffey 
is now Assistant Divis ion Engineer 
with headquarters at Bay City. 

T h e N e w York Central 
Annual Report for 1948 is 
being distributed to Central 
employes all over the Sys
tem this month . It relates 
in detail what the Central 
did last year—the volume 
of freight and passenger 
business, where income 
came from, where it went, 
how much profit was made, 
and how the over-all results 
of the year's operations 
compare with the general 
level of prosperity enjoyed 
by the nation as a whole . 

T h e picture painted is 

Country's Over-all Degree 
Of Prosperity Not Enjoyed 
By NYC or Rails in General 

BETWEEN 1939 and 1948 
ture, material prices 
contributed appreciably 
to swelling the sum of 
operating expenses. 

Taxes, too, were up 
in 1948. It was neces
sary for the Central to 
set aside dur ing the 
year, for taxes other 
than those on payroll, 
a total of more than 
$29.8 mill ion. This was 
an increase of 46 per 
cent over 1947. 

As pointed out in the 
annual report, both 
freight and passenger 
rates lagged far behind 
the procession of r is ing 
costs. W h i l e wages and 
material prices were 
showing the increases 
outlined above (and 
depicted in the sketch 
at l e f t ) , freight rates 
were going up only 
55.6 per cent and pas
senger rates only 24 per 
cent. 

a mixed one. T h e company made 
some money—net income was $14,-
727,096—but the amount it made was 
small in relation to the amount of 
business done and the amount of 
capital invested. 

T h e net income (wha t is left out of 
incoming money after all expenses 
have been pa id ) represented only 1.8 
cents out of every dollar taken in. 

Rate of Return Poor 

In terms of rate of re turn—net rail
way operating income as compared 
with the total property investment—the 
Central did rather poorly. Its rate of 
return in 1948 was only 2.1 per cent. 

Congress and the Interstate Com
merce Commission both have gone on 
record as believing that 6 per cent 
(almost three times what the Central 
showed last year) is a fair rate of 
return for railroads. The Supreme 
Court holds that 6 1/2 per cent is a fair 
and reasonable rate of return for public 
utilities. Many industries regularly 
show rates of return far above this 
level. ( T h e over-all rate of return in 
manufacturing industries in 1948, for 
instance, was about 18 1/2 P e r cent.) 

From its relatively meager net in
come, the Central paid a dividend of 
50 cents a share on its stock. T h e total 
paid in dividends was $3,223,697, re-
fleeting the fact that by 
no means all money 
earned by a railroad is 
available for division 
among stockholders. Jn 
order to finance its huge 
modernization program, 
needed to maintain high 
service standards and at
tract business, the Cen
tral had to "plow back" 
into the business the 
other $11 ,503,399 of its 
earnings. 

This "p lowing back," 
while it reduces the re
turn that stockholders 
get for financing the 
business, works to the 
immediate benefit of 
railroad employes. It 
strengthens the road's 
competitive position and 
increases the individual 
worker 's ability to pro
duce—two ways in 
which job security can 
be enhanced. 

The amount of money 
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NYC Employe Credit Unions Lend, Help Save 
People have always welcomed the 

chance to save money conveniently and 
profitably. Sometimes, perhaps through 
no fault of their own, it becomes 
necessary for people to borrow money. 
Under the N e w York Central Em
ployes Credit Union system, it is 
easy for Central people to do either. 

T h e credit unions pay members 
interest ( in the form of dividends) on 
their savings. They lend money to 
their members at rates of interest 
much lower than could be obtained 
elsewhere on comparable loans. Last 
year most credit groups on the System 
paid dividends of three per cent on 
the money members had put in. (Some 
paid at even higher ra tes ; one group 
in a previous year paid eight per cent.) 
Interest charged on loans to members 
never exceeds one per cent per month 
on the unpaid balance. 

Company Encourages 

The System credit unions bear the 
official recognition and sanction of the 
Central management. Office space and 
telephone service are made available 
to them on company property at out-
of-pocket cost. In addition, the com
pany handles payroll deductions for 
payments to the credit unions. Com
pany management, however, exercises 
no voice in the conduct of credit union 
business. 

The basic aim of the credit unions 
is to make low-cost loans available 
to members who need them for a 
reasonable purpose. At the same time, 
the credit union plan is designed to 
instil the habit of saving at the same 
time it facilitates borrowing. This 
is accomplished as follows: 

Must Be Member 

To borrow, an employe must be a 
member of the credit union. H e 
becomes a member by making a pay
ment on a "share" in the credit union. 
The value of a share is usually five 
or ten dollars, but the initial payment 
may in some cases be as low as 25 
cents. As the loan is repaid by payroll 
deductions on each succeeding pay
day, a certain amount (specified by 
the borrower) of the deduction is 
applied towards the borrower 's pur
chase of a share. The rest goes towards 
paying oft the loan. 

Where to Find Credit Union Offices 
State and City 

In Illinois 
Blue Island 
Chicago 
E. St. Louis 
Harr i sburg 
Mattoon 

In Indiana 
Hammond 
Indianapolis 

In Massachusetts 
Boston 

In Michigan 
Detroi t 

Jackson 
Niles 

In New Jersey 
Weehawken 

In New York 
Albany 
Buffalo 
N e w York City 

Address 

Agent 's office, Blue Island Yard 
Room 211, 107 W . Van Buren Street 
Local Freight Office 
Freight Office 
2721 Richmond Avenue 

Room 4, Indiana Hotel Building 
908 Big Four Bui lding 

223 South Station 

M C Detroi t Credit Union, Room A36, 
Michigan Central Terminal 

Lodge 1192 Credit Union, Room 1008, 
Michigan Central Terminal 

Trainmaster 's Office 
401 Dey Street 

Wes t Shore Railroad Terminal 

100 Watervl ie t Avenue 
701 Central Terminar 
G C T Credit Union, Room 2943, 

Grand Central Terminal 

State and City 

N e w York City 

Niagara Falls 
Rochester 
Syracuse 
Utica 

In Ohio 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 

Columbus 
Linndale 
Toledo 

In Ontario 
Windsor 

In Pennsylvania 
Erie 

Pittsburgh 

In West Virginia 
Charleston 

Address 

Dining Car Employes Credit 
Union, 200 W . 135 Street 

N Y C Station 
Station Ticket Office 
Superintendent 's Office 
Room 200, Union Station 

320 E. N in th Street 
Mercury Credit Union, 

Superintendent 's Office 
Nycoll Credit Union 

577 E. 152 Street 
Superintendent 's Office 
Linndale Car Shop 
Stanley Yards Credit Union 

1516 Remington Street 
Toledo Credit Union 

Air Line Junction Engine House 

975 Church Street 

Just being organized; address 
not yet determined 

Rpom 418, P . & L.E. Terminal 

Smith and Broad Streets 

Informat ion Clerk J o h n Cody turns over a deposit to Miss Sue Weni t , 
an employe of the Grand Central Federal Credit U n i o n in N e w York. 

Warner Shutt , General Manager and Treasurer of the N e w York Central 
Western Divis ion Credit U n i o n , at the group's new posting machine . 

You Figure It Out 

Wa n t to play railroad? Here 's one to try your Skill. 
T w o trains, one eastbound with 25 cars and the other 

westbound with 30 cars, have met at a passing track. Unfortunately, 
the passing track will hold only 20 cars. Your job is to get the 
trains past each other with their cars in exactly the same order as 
when they met. How would you do it? Solution on page 1 2 . 

Booklet Prepared For 

NYC's Young Diners 
Another treat is in store for children 

of all ages who eat in N e w York Cen
tral dining cars. T h e Advert is ing De
partment has prepared a booklet titled 
"Wink lehoop Takes a Vacat ion," 
which will be distributed to all juvenile 
diners aboard Central passenger trains. 

T h e booklet tells of an old legend, 
according to which a band of men in 
the Hudson Valley's Catskill Mounta ins 
spend their time playing nine-pins. 
And, whenever you hear a crack of 
thunder—so goes the story—it is 
probably one of the little men knock
ing down these pins. Wink lehoop is 
the man who sets these pins up when 
they are bowled over. 

T h e booklet tells the story of a va
cation Wink lehoop took recently 
aboard a N e w York Central train, and 
it explains his reactions to the train's 
ultra-modern equipment after spend
ing hundreds of years up in the moun
tains of N e w York State. 

Work of Industrial Department 

Outlined in Recent Publication 
T h e work done by the N e w York 

Central 's Industrial Development De
par tment is explained in a booklet 
publ ished recently by the Central . 

Issued as an invitation to businesses 
to make use of the Depar tment ' s ser
vices in looking for locations for new 
plants, the booklet affords for Central 
employes an interesting gl impse of 
a company activity which is closely 
connected with the security of their 
jobs. 

The task of the Industrial Develop
ment Depar tment is to tell businesses 
of all kinds about the advantages of 
a "Central locat ion"—meaning, of 
course, a location on the N e w York 
Central System. By inducing more 
industries to locate plants, warehouses, 
and other facilities on the Central, the 
Depar tment increases the amount of 
business which the railroad may hope 

to get. N e w industries mean more 
materials to be hauled in and more 
finished products to be hauled out. In 
short, they strengthen job security. 

The booklet points out a host of 
advantages to be gained from a loca
tion on the Central, including the 
availability of high type manpower , 
the nearness of both supplies and 
markets, the proximity of ports for 
foreign trade, and the versatile ser
vice and modern equipment of the 
N e w York Central System as a means 
of transportation. 

A total of 445 new industries lo
cated along the lines of the Central 
and its affiliates in 1948, largely as a 
result of the intensive efforts of the 
Industrial Development Depar tment . 
Estimated annual traffic volume pro
duced by these industries is about 
167,300 carloads. 

By the time his loan is repaid in 
full, the borrower may have a full 
share or more in his name. The 
credit union tries to induce him, if 
he needs inducing, to continue having 
a certain amount deducted each pay 
day for the purchase of more shares, 
which means more savings. Many a 
borrower has never lost the saving 
habit he acquired automatically whi le 
paying off his first loan. 

Thousands of Central people have 
been helped by the lending service 
which the credit unions extend. To 
cite an example that probably can be 
duplicated in the experiences of many 
of the groups on the System, an em
ploye over-bought his budget on home 
appliances and clothing, purchased on 
credit. The monthly bills became too 
high for him to pay and still main
tain his horned comfortably. The worry 

of being confronted by a mult i tude 
of different creditors each month began 
to upset his health and to interfere 
with his work. 

Fortunately, he had heard about 
the credit union. H e arranged to see 
a representative of the local g roup . 
W i t h the representative—himself a 
Central employe—he arranged for a 
loan to pay the outstanding bills. He 
signed a payroll deduction order per
mit t ing the credit union to deduct 
$10 from his earnings each pay day. 
In less than a year and a half, the 
loan was paid and the employe out of 
debt. H e had the credit union continue 
to deduct the $10 regularly and apply 
it towards the purchase of shares in 
the organization. Today he has a 
considerable reserve fund built u p . 

Tribute to Employes 

The sound and steady growth of 
credit unions on the N e w York Central 
System is a tribute to the resource
fulness and co-operative spirit of Cen
tral employes. The credit un ions— 
of which there are now 32 on the 
System, with a total membership of 
nearly 50,000—are owned, operated, 
and controlled entirely by the members. 

Viewed as a whole, this financial 
opera t ion—run, it might be said, by 
people w h o are amateurs at the busi
ness of banking and credit—has at
tained very large proport ions. As of 
last January 1, the combined assets 
of all System credit unions totaled 
more than $6,700,000. 

T h e ability of the directors and 
officers whom the members elect to 
carry on the affairs of their credit 
groups is attested to by the repeated 
payment of dividends out of earnings 
and also by the valuable service which 
the groups have rendered to employes 
temporarily in need of financial aid. 

In many respects the credit unions 
on the Central System are more than 
financial insti tutions. They provide a 
warm bond of fel lowship and co-opera-

tion among their members. Much of 
their success undoubtedly is due to 
the feeling of mutual trust and co-
hesiveness which grows from being 
part of the same business family. 
Many of the groups on the System 
make their annual shareholders ' meet
ings, at which the year's business is 
reported, into regular social get-to
gethers with entertainment, dancing, 
and refreshments. 

To insure the soundness of their 
condition and the security of their 
members ' savings, the System credit 
unions are run on a strictly business 
basis. They are chartered by the 

Federal or state government and oper
ate under Federal and state laws. Their 
accounts are examined periodically 
just as those of banks are. 

Funds not on loan to members can 
be deposited in banks insured by the 
Federal Deposi t Insurance Corporat ion 
or can be deposited in U.S. Govern
ment bonds. A min imum percentage 
of total assets must be kept in the 
form of bank deposits or bonds. 

Before passing any loan application, 
the group 's credit committee carefully 
considers the purpose of the loan, the 
character of the applicant, his ability 
to repay, and the security offered. 



Apri l , 1 9 4 9 Central Headlight 5 

2 1/2 Million Meals 

Served during '48 

In System RR Y's 
A total of more than 2 1/2 mill ion 

meals were served in the cafeterias 
and dining rooms of the Railroad 
Y.M.C.A. 's on the N e w York Central 
System during 1948. In the same 
year, about 800,000 sleeping accom
modations were extended to railroad 
men in System Y 's . 

These service figures were presented 
at the annual meeting of the N e w 
York Central Federation of Y.M.C.A. 's , 
held recently in Chicago. The year's 
activities were reviewed and plans 
for the coming year discussed. 

Panel Discussion 

L. W . Horn ing , N e w York Central 
Vice President, Personnel and Public 
Relations, and president of the Federa
tion, addressed the g roup . Mr . Horn
ing complimented Federation members 
on the work done by leaders of the 
System Y's . 

A panel consisting of Y secretaries 
W . M. Ferris, Cleveland, O . ; C. L. 
Klahn, Selkirk, N . Y . ; L. V. Swartzen-
drover, East Syracuse, N . Y . ; J. R. W i n -
terhalter, Toledo, O . ; and C L. W r e n 
of Bellefontaine, O., discussed prob
lems connected with room and board 
service for Central men. 

J. J. Frawley, General Manager, 
Line East, and vice president of the 
Federation, closed the meeting with 
a talk in which he discussed what the 
Y.M.C.A. means to the railroad man 
and the railroad management. 

Hole in the Ceiling? 
N o , there isn't a hole in the 

ceiling of Grand Central Terminal , 
N e w York. But there would have 
to be if any one of the many news 
stands there wanted to pile in one 
stack its weekly consignment of 
Life magazine. 

The volume of magazines and 
papers purchased in G C T is further 
attested to by the fact, vouched for 
by the publisher, that, if all the 
copies of the above-mentioned 
magazine sold in the Terminal each 
week were stacked, they would 
form a tower as high as the Bunker 
Hil l Monument . 

Gibson Girl Authors Book of Poems 

I.H.B. General Manager 

Addresses Traffic Club 
The interchange service provided 

by the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad 
in the world 's greatest railroad center 
was the basis of a speech by R. H . 
McGraw, General Manager of the 
I.H.B.. before 150 members of the 
WEST Towns Traffic Club at Lyons, 
Ill., recently. 

The W e s t Towns Traffic Club is 
one o f metropolitan Chicago's young

est organizations, attracting wide inter
est among shippers and receivers along 
the I .H.B. R. L. Milbourne, General 
Agent, Freight Traffic Department , 
N e w York Central, Chicago, is presi
dent of the rail committee; and G A. 
Vinalek, Commercial Agent, I .H.B., is 
chairman. Mr. McGraw spoke of the 
I.H.B.'s Dieselization program and the 
continuing better service it enables 
the railroad to render. 

200 PR Graduates 
Are Honored At 
Dinner in Detroit 

Over 200 officials and employes of 
the Michigan Central Railroad attended 
a testimonial dinner in the Detroi t 
Terminal Social Room recently hon
oring 68 graduates of public relations 
courses. Frank McElroy, General Man
ager of the MC, and A . W . Laskoske, 
Superintendent at Detroit , compli
mented the graduates upon complet
ing the courses. 

Robert R. Dunn , Director of Com
munity Relations for the Ford Motor 
Company, delivered an illustrated talk 
concerning his Company's public re
lations and showed the sharp parallel 
existing between the courses at Ford 
and the N e w York Central program. 

Following the talks, entertainment 
was furnished by Lillian Steinhart, 
p ianis t ; Dolores Boris, accordionist; 
Reggie Keating, vocalist; and Jim Har
rison, magician, all Central employes. 

Syracuse Association 
Plans Vets' Banquet 

The Onondaga Chapter of the N e w 
York Central Veterans Association, of 
Syracuse, N .Y. , plans to hold another 
banquet to honor retired Central em
ployes of the Syracuse area. 

Arrangements have already been 
made for this year's party-dinner to 
take place at the Syracuse Hotel on 
May 17 . Return post cards have 
been mailed to all pensioned em
ployes in and around Syracuse. The 
retired veterans were asked to sign 
and return the card to signify their 
intention of attending the affair. If 
they do plan to join in the fes
tivities, free guest tickets will be 
mailed to them by the Association. 

If you see a far-away look in Ruth 
Mathis 's eyes, she's probably not 
day-dreaming. Chances are she's 
coaxing inspiration for a poem—a 
poem you're very likely to see in print 
one of these days. 

Ruth, a Comptometer Operator in 
the office of the Auditor of Freight 
Accounts, Gibson, Ind., is the proud 
authoress of a book of poems which 
was published last November . It 
isn't entirely surprising that she 
should be, since, by her own admis
sion, she has been wri t ing poetry for 
most of her young life; in fact, she 
cannot remember when she began. 

Only recently, however, did she 
decide to try to capitalize on her 
talents, and the results have been 
most gratifying. 

First Of fe r ing Clicked 

A couple of years ago she submitted 
her first poem to a publisher, the 
Dierkes Press of Chicago, and it was 
accepted promptly and appeared in 
a book of contemporary poems. En
couraged, she assembled and sent in 
a collection of representative works. 
Again, to what she describes as her 
"utter amazement," they were accepted 
on the first offering and last fall 
appeared in her own book bearing 
the modest title, Poems. 

Last November 30 was the happiest 
and most thri l l ing day of Miss 
Mathis 's life, she believes, for it was 
on that day that she received the 
first copy of her book. 

W r i t e s A b o u t W o r k 

Some of Miss Mathis 's poems origi
nate with her office experiences, to 
which she gives a humorous twist. 
One such, selected from her published 
volume, probably was dedicated to her 
trusty comptometer. Entitled "One 
Thing I Cannot D o . " it goes: 

I can use all kinds of ma
chines— 

Add, subtract, divide and mul
t iply; 

But I just have to admit that the 
Machines are much smarter 

than I. 
I know which button to push 

and when ; 
In no time the answer is in 

the gadget. 
Now if I had to figure it out 

alone 
It'd take me hours and how I'd 

fret. 
Oh, I can use all kinds of 

machines— 
Without me no answers can 

they br ing ; 
But one little thing I cannot 

d o -
Inside of me no bell will ring. 

All sorts of t h i n g s — f o r ins tance , the bell on an office m a c h i n e — a r e 
likely to insp i re t he poet ic mood in Ruth M a t h i s ( a b o v e ) . R u t h works 
in the I . H . B . A u d i t o r of F re igh t A c c o u n t s office located at G ibson , I n d . 

A demure miss, with a reputation 
in the office for being as quiet as the 
proverbial church mouse, Miss Mathis 
turned out the following on "That ' s 
How I Tell Em": 

Boy! D o I tell 'em at the office 
W h e n they holler about some 

mistake 
That I, or just anyone, could 

make. 
Boy! D o I tell 'em off! 
W h e n they ask if I am crazy 
Or imply that I am just a bit 

lazy— 
Boy! D o I tell em at the office! 
Say! I tell 'em off good 
W h e n they ask where J learned 

to write 
Or if I was out dancing all 

night. 
I sure tell 'em, I do. 
For when they begin to rant 

and rave 
I always say— 

"Yes, sir" (real b r ave ) . 
That ' s how I tell 'em at the 

office. 

In addition to her poetry, Miss 
Mathis is a regular contributor of 
short stories for children of pre-school 
age to a publisher of Sunday school 
papers. 

B o r n in Ken tucky 

She has been with the N e w York 
Central in her present job since July 
10, 1947. She was born in Liberty, 
Ky., and attended high school at Mid
way, Ky., where she was her class 
poet. After leaving high school she-
studied further at the University of 
K e n t u c k y a n d at Indiana U n i v e r s i t y . 
She is a member of the Mid-Western 
Wri ters Conference of Chicago. 

Since every author is interested in 
having her book sell well, it seems 
only fair to mention that R u t h ' s col
lection of poems can be purchased 
for $2 at book stores or by writ ing 
to Miss Mathis at 6815 Alabama Ave
nue, Hammond, Ind., in case the pur
chaser wishes a personally autographed 
copy. 

Traveling Light 

Old Flames Share Compartment 
WH A T E V E R dreams the originator of the 

railroad s leeping car may have had of the 

future uses to w h i c h his invent ion w o u l d be put, 

it is hardly l ikely he ever suspected a P u l l m a n com

partment w o u l d some day p r o v i d e cozy quarters 

for a pair o f lanterns bear ing a fire f r o m Paris. 

T h a t is w h a t h a p p e n e d , h o w e v e r , on the recent 

trip of a section of the French Grat i tude T r a i n 

user the N e w Y o r k Central f r o m A l b a n y , N . Y . , 

to C h i c a g o (reported in the M a r c h issue of the 

C E N T R A L H E A D L I G H T ) . 

A n important part of the ceremonies held at 

each stop of the train was the appearance of a torch 

l ighted w i t h fire f r o m the Eternal F lame at the 

tomb of the French U n k n o w n Soldier. T h e fire 

was b r o u g h t to this country f r o m France by means 

of t w o lanterns, specially constructed in shops of 

the French railways and k indled directly f r o m 

the Eternal F lame, w h i c h has burned continuously 

since 1 9 1 9 under the A r c h of T r i u m p h in Paris. 

D u r i n g their trip over the Central , the lanterns 

were the sole o c c u p a n t s o f a compartment in one 

of the s leeping cars w h i c h accompanied the Grat i 

tude T r a i n . T h e y h u n g f r o m a cord stretched 

across the room. L o o k i n g in on them f r o m t ime to 

time were M a r i n e Sergeants G e o r g e C. Scott and 

Henry Sper l ing, w h o s e j o b it was to guard them 

and l ight the torch f r o m them at each ceremonial 

stop, us ing special purple tapers p r o v i d e d for the 

purpose. 

A near-crisis in F r a n c o - A m e r i c a n relations 

arose w h e n , d u r i n g the trip, the French-made 

lanterns began to smoke profusely and deposit 

masses o f soot on the ce i l ing of their compartment . 

T h e Marines suggested that the flame be trans

ferred to t w o N e w Y o r k Central lanterns and the 

s m o k i n g French ones be ext inguished. 

A t this the French representatives aboard the 

train protested strongly; but G . S. G la iber , N e w 

Y o r k Central Supervisor o f Electrical E q u i p m e n t , 

w h o was on h a n d to look after p o w e r requirements 

and w h o speaks c o n v i n c i n g French, persuaded them 

that n o t h i n g w o u l d be lost since the flame's l ine 

of descent w o u l d remain unbroken. T h e y agreed, 

and the flame was transferred to the N Y C lamps, 

w h i c h prompt ly took over the compartment . 

Brinkworth Trophy Added to List 
Of Prizes in NYC Bridge Tourney 

W h e n the second annual N e w York 
Central contract bridge tournament is 
held next fall, players will be com
peting for a third trophy in addition 
to the two already established for 
top-ranking scorers in this yearly event. 

It has been announced in Cleve
land by John H . Frank, Assistant 
Agent at the Orange Avenue Freight 
Terminal and chairman of the tourna
ment, that a J. J. Brinkworth team 
trophy will be established in honor 
of the Vice-President, Lines West . 

The new trophy will take its place 
among tournament prizes with the 
Gustav Metzman award, given last 
year for the first time to the champion 
team of George J. Riordan, Special 

Investigator, and T . J. Napol i tano, 
Division Rate Clerk, both of Detroit , 
and the R. D . Neeland cup for the 
winners of the consolation prize. 

All trophies will be retired perma
nently once they are won twice by the 
same pair. The victories do not need 
to be in succession, Mr. Frank said. 

In announcing the new team trophy, 
Mr. Frank said that the 1949 tourna
ment will be held in Cleveland on 
Saturday and Sunday, November 5 
and 6. Qualification rounds for the 
Metzman trophy will open Saturday 
afternoon at 1 p.m., with the finals at 
8 o'clock the same evening. Team 
games will be played Sunday, starting 
at 12:30 p.m. 

NYC in Louisville 
Set for Derby Day 

Future events call for work before
hand in the railroad business. That ' s 
why Central forces in Louisville, Ky., 
some time ago made plans to handle 
the heavy traffic and special trains that 
will move into that city for the annual 
Kentucky Derby, to be held on May 7. 

Other Louisville doings reported re
cently are the following: 

Superintendent C. A. Pennington, 
who has been ill, is back at work and 
feeling much better. 

City Freight Agent J. P. Roth has 
learned to have more respect for his 
16-year-old son's wrestl ing ability. 
Father is the possessor of a cracked rib 
gained during a recent friendly scuffle 
with Son. 

New Passenger Station 
Rising at Shelbyville 

A new, modern passenger station, 
now under construction on the Indiana 
Division, at Shelbyville, Ind., is ex
pected to be ready for formal opening 
about June 1. 

The new building, which replaces a 
structure erected before the turn of the 
century, is of brick with glazed tile 
facing. It will contain the passenger 
offices and wait ing room, with an ad
joining room. 

The interior walls will be glazed 
tile to a height slightly over five feet, 
with the upper walls and ceiling of 
plaster. T h e concrete floor will be 
covered with asphalt tile. Fluorescent 
lights and chairs, replacing the conven
tional benches, will add to comfort. 
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St Lawrence Seaway Plan Threatens Rail Workers' Pay, Job Security 
Railroad workers should be warned that a 

giant hand is feeling its way towards their 
collective pocket, making ready to dip in to 
the extent of at least $50,000,000 per year, and 
possibly a great deal more . 

Taxpayers in general should be warned that 
their purses, too, are included in the design. 

Everybody who works for a l iving should 
be warned that another attempt is being made 
to drive an entering wedge against the American 
stand-on-your-own-feet system of business. 

N o new scheme is the one here cautioned 
against. I t has been decked out with a few new 
furbishments of late, but down deep it is the 
same deceptive proposit ion that has—under such 
names as St. Lawrence waterway, St. Lawrence 
seaway, etc.—put forth its sweeping claims year 
after year for as long as most persons can 
remember. 

Fraught with Serious Dangers 

Whatever the motive of its advocates—whether 
it be restless energy, misguided faith, impatience 
with our present economic system, or some 
other impulse—the St. Lawrence proposal is 
so fraught with serious dangers that it demands 
a thorough analysis and a s tr ipping away of the 
milk-and-honey promises with which it has 
been garnished. 

The core of the scheme is a gigantic program 
for deepening the St. Lawrence River and certain 
Great Lakes channels to permit the passage of 
ocean vessels all the way to the western head of 
Lake Superior. Some versions of the plan call 
for a channel depth of 27 feet all the way; 
others specify depths ranging to 35 feet. The 
deeper, of course, the costlier; but some St. 
Lawrence enthusiasts fear the 27-foot depth 
wouldn ' t accommodate the big ocean ships. 

Costs W o u l d Be Fabulous 

Even at 27 feet, the cost would be fabulous. 
In July, 1948, Army engineers estimated it at 
$802,566,000. This figure doesn't allow for 
the deepening of lake port harbors to permit 
entry of the ships—and, of course, there wouldn ' t 
be much point in gett ing the ships into the lakes 
and then not being able to dock them. 

Making reasonable allowances for these added 
costs, and also for interest charges dur ing con
struction, the estimate is judged by responsible 
observers to be over $1,000,000,000! 

To go to a depth of 35 feet, the cost would 
be well over $2,000,000,000! 

Even in considering this figure, it 's a good 
idea to remember that in the case of similar 
big projects of the past—such as the Panama 
Canal, the Wel land Canal, the N e w York State 
Barge Canal, Bonneville Dam, and Coulee D a m 
—the actual cost when the job was done ran 

What Can Be Done? 
Railroad employes can let their feel

ings on the St. Lawrence waterway 
project be known by communicat ing 
with their representatives in Congress 
and by informing their friends and 
neighbors as to what this scheme would 
do to employment, income, and the 
national economy if adopted. 

In fairness to himself, no railroad man 
or w o m a n — n o person interested in the 
welfare of the nat ion—can afford to 
ignore this issue. It is one on which each 
person should make his opinion known. 

well above even the most generous pr ior 
estimates. 

An "extra" in the plan is the establishment 
of an electrical power development near Massena, 
N .Y. , with a proposed capacity of 2,200,000 
horsepower, to be divided equally between the 
United States and Canada. 

O n purely legal grounds, there is some ques
tion that the N e w York State Power Authori ty, 
if it should operate the development, has the 
right to sell power outside the state. O n 
economic grounds, the exact usefulness of the 
development has yet to be clearly defined. To 
find utilization, much of the power would have 
to be transmitted for distances which would 
prove economically unfeasible. In relation to 
the total power consumption of N e w York 
State as a whole, the output created by the 
project would be only a small percentage of the 
total requirements and only enough to supply 
the additional load which will develop in the 
next two years. 

Benefits Clouded with Uncerta inty 

As for the main benefits promised by sup
porters of the St. Lawrence project—an increase 
of shipping to and from river and lake ports, 
and lower shipping costs—they are fogged over 
with thick clouds of uncertainty; and, even if 
they were realized, they would be purchased at 
a cost to the public as a whole that would far 
exceed the value of the benefits. 

If the scheme did succeed in opening a path 
for ocean vessels all the way to Lake Superior— 
something, by the way, that by no means all 
qualified experts are certain it would d o — w e 
would soon find that the majority of the vessels 
taking advantage of it were foreign vessels, 
not U.S. or Canadian. Because of their much 
lower operating costs, due chiefly to the low 
wages they pay, foreign sh ipping interests would 
get most of the business, leaving little for our 
big lake fleets to handle . 

Public W o u l d Pay the Costs 

W h a t about shipping costs? Let us presume, 
for the sake of argument, that they would be 
decreased. It is most unlikely that the decrease 
would be enough to offset in any given year 
the annual costs of the project—for interest, 
payment on principal, and the expenses of main
tenance and operation. These costs would be 
paid by the public at large, while the savings 
in shipping expense would be enjoyed by a few 
special beneficiaries. It would be the old, old 
story that is found in every case of government 
subsidization of a specially favored enterprise. 
Take from the many and give to the few. 

Last year, an attempt was made to gloss 
over this unfair subsidy aspect of the St. Law
rence plan. Supporters included a provision for 
charging tolls on shipments over the water sys
tem. T h e toll schedule they advocated, how
ever, was loose and hazy. It was not well 
thought out, and the only conclusion one could 
draw from it was that it was not proposed 
sincerely and was included merely for the pur
pose of quiet ing the opposit ion. Even with 
tolls at any practicable level, the project would 
not be self-supporting. 

Remember the Barge Canal 

Of a number of St. Lawrence bills now in 
the House of Representatives, some specify tolls 
and some don' t . A bill is expected to be intro
duced in the Senate soon; whether it will 
propose tolls is not now known. But, if we 
consult the history of the N e w York State 
Barge Canal, we are reminded of the fact that 
that public-supported waterway was long ago 
put on a toll-free basis and has remained so 
ever since, to the advantage of a very small 
g roup . There is little reason to hope that 

Freight traffic, like that being hauled on the N e w York Central train shown here, would be 
diverted from the rails, hurting railroad jobs and pay, if the St. Lawrence p lan were adopted. 

the story would be different in the case of the 
St. Lawrence project. 

Just Another Subsidy 

W i t h or without tolls, the seaway would 
never be self-supporting. As another instance 
of large-scale governmental subsidy, it would 
be a clear step in the direction of nationalized 
transportation—conceded to be the logical entry 
by which nationalization could make its way 
into every phase of economic, and eventually of 
personal, life. 

In addition to the objections already noted, 
which pertain to the welfare of the public in 
general, there are other reasons why railroad 
employes, railroad labor organizations, and rail
road managements are opposed to the waterway 
scheme. Obviously, it would take a big nick 
out of their traffic volume. Loss of business to 
the railroads is estimated at a min imum of $100,-
000,000 a year and might run to twice that 
amount or more. Loss of income to railroad 
workers would correspondingly be at least $50,-
000,000 and possibly a good deal more. 

'Iceway' Five Months of the Year 

The waterway would not, however, replace the 
railroads. They would have to stay in business 
in order to haul freight dur ing the five cold 
months of each year when the "seaway" would 
be in fact an "iceway." They would have to 
continue in operation to transport such items 
of freight as the subsidized carriers on the 
waterway were unable, or did not care, to haul . 
And they would have to maintain their plants 
and equipment in readiness as a stand-by means 
of transportation in case of national emergency 
or damage to the waterway from any cause. 

Advocates of the seaway claim their project 
is necessary in order to br ing iron ore out of 
the mines in Labrador. Many steel industry 
representatives say, however, that the ore re
serves of the Mesabi Range in the Lake Superior 
region are sufficient for the needs of the country 
for a long time to come. Also, the use of proc
esses for converting low grade ore into h igh 
grade ore is being expanded and will further 
add to the available supply of iron ore from 
domestic sources. Bringing in large quantit ies 
of foreign ore would destroy our own ore indus
try and produce violent upsets in employment 
as a result. 

Furthermore, as a matter of concern to all 

people, the diversion of a serious volume of 
traffic from the railroads would weaken them 
financially and impair their ability to make their 
heavy tax payments, which are a major factor 
in support ing government, schools, police and 
fire protection, and other services. 

T h e Same O l d Story 

In other words , it would be the old story of 
a specially privileged means of t ransportat ion 
moving in and taking for itself the most attrac
tive business, while compell ing the self-support
ing railroad industry to maintain itself on the 
leavings. 

The result would be not only a big drop in 
the number of railroad jobs, and probably a 
lowering of the present h igh levels of railroad 
pay, but also a considerable increase in the rates 
that would have to be charged for such freight 
as the railroads did carry. This would have to 
be done in order to keep the railroads in opera
tion, and nobody has yet suggested that we can 
get along wi thout the railroads, either in peace 
time or in the event of war. Railroad employes 
would suffer loss of income and even of em
ployment ; the general public would have to 
bear the higher rates on certain commodities. 

W o u l d Sabotage Railroads 

T h e extravagance of the whole St. Lawrence 
dream is not only in the fantastic cost of the 
digging, the dredging, the building, and every
thing else that goes with it. T h e extravagance 
is also in the notion that we can afford to under
take a gargantuan project in order to do only 
part of a job that is already being done efficiently 
by existing facilities. Nobody claims the water
way will replace the railroads. The railroads 
will still be as essential as they are now. It 
will simply sabotage them, possibly render them 
unable to do the vital job which our economy 
now relies upon them to do, and always will 
rely on them to do, whether we have a St. 
Lawrence waterway or not. 

Tha t is why every railroad man should be an 
active campaigner against the St. Lawrence proj
ect. By fighting it through the organizations he 
belongs to, through his representatives in Con
gress, and through his relatives, friends, and 
neighbors, he will be performing a real demo
cratic service, to both himself and the general 
public. 

Central and Three Other Railroads 

Move to Block Threat to Competition 
T h e N e w York Central and three 

other railroads are opposing an attempt 
by a competitor and its subsidiary 
to gain control of the important 
Detroit , Toledo & Ironton Railroad, 
strategic carrier of industrial and 
mineral traffic in Ohio and Michigan. 

At tempt ing to secure the D . T . & I. 
are the Pennsylvania Railroad and the 
Wabash , a Pennsylvania affiliate. In 
obtaining Interstate Commerce Com
mission permission to intervene in 
hearings on the Penn's bid for control, 
the Central maintained that compe
tition "wil l be eliminated or substan
tially impaired" if the acquisition is 
allowed to take place. 

Other Roads Jo in 

T h e Erie Railroad, the Balt imore 
& Ohio Railroad, and the Nickel 
Plate Road have made similar repre
sentations. 

T h e Central is also opposing a move 
by the Penn and the Wabash to assume 
control of the Springfield Suburban 

Railroad, a switching l ine in the 
Springfield, O., area. 

"Public interest demands that both 
the Detroi t , Toledo & Ironton Rail
road Company and the Springfield 
Suburban Railroad Company be neu
trally owned and operated and wholly 
independent of any other railroad com
pany or companies," the Central 's peti
tion, filed with the ICC in Wash ing
ton, declared. 

Adverse Effects 

Grant ing of the Pennsylvania and 
Wabash requests, it continued, would 
cause both the Central and the public 
to be "adversely affected by resulting 
changes in operating practices, de
crease in competition, and loss of busi
ness and revenues to the petitioner 
( the Cen t r a l ) . " 

T h e D . T . & I. connects wi th the 
Central and with more than a dozen 
other railroads and is known as a 
major handler of coal, coke, iron and 
steel products, petroleum, and autos. 

NYC Agent on Radio 
Discussing Railroads 

Fred A. Brunner, N e w York Cen
tral Agent at Mt . Carmel, Ill., went 
on the air over radio station W V M C , 

Mt . Carmel, recently 
to discuss railroad
ing, especially rail
r o a d i n g o n t h e 
Central . 

H e appeared on 
a discussion program 
which was part of 
a series presented 
by the Railway Ex
press Agency and 

carried by the station as a public 
service feature. Appear ing on the same 
program was Charles Horn ing of the 
Express Agency. 

Mr. Horn ing is a nephew of L. W . 
Horning , N e w York Central Vice 
President, Personnel and Public Re
lations. 

Agent Sherry, 57-year NYC Veteran, 

Tells Reporter about His Long Career 

Mr. Brunner 

More than two miles of electric wir
ing, or approximately 10,640 feet, go 
into the bui lding of a 2,000-horse-
power Diesel electric locomotive. 

Newspaper feature writers, always 
on the look-out for subjects that com
bine glamor, adventure, and what they 
call "human interest," have a way of 
frequently turning to railroad employes 
for material for their stories. 

Recently the N e w Castle, Ind., Cour
ier-Times carried a lengthy article by 
Betty O 'Nea l Giboney, telling the 
story of Alvenus Sherry, N e w York 
Central Station Agent in that city. The 
newspaper called Mr. Sherry a great 
asset to the railroad, since his pleas
ing manner has no doubt brought bus
iness to the System. 

According to Miss Giboney, Mr. 
Sherry does all he possibly can to 
make a passenger's tr ip comfortable 
and enjoyable. H e even adds the per
sonal touch by delivering tickets r ight 
to the traveler's door. 

Mr . Sherry is starting on his 57th 
year as an employe of the Central. 
From his boyhood days, he says, he 
had always dreamed of being able to 
work for the railroad. W h a t he terms 

" the most important event" in his 
life came in 1892 when a Travel ing 
Audi tor of the Peoria and Eastern 
Railroad issued a certificate officially 
appoint ing him Company Agent at 
Crete, a smal l—but at that t ime busy— 
station about 30 miles east of N e w 
Castle. 

T h e article noted that on March 31 , 
1909, Mr . Sherry was transferred to 
N e w Castle, which he terms " the best 
agency on the Divis ion." 

His most memorable experience with 
the Central took place dur ing a flood 
when trains were routed up from Cin
cinnati through Greensburg, N e w 
Castle, Shirley and Indianapolis . " I 
piloted the trains between Shirley and 
Indianapolis ," he told the reporter. 
"I worked three days and three nights 
practically without rest. I 'd board a 
train at Shirley, take it to Indianapolis , 
pick up train orders and come back." 

In seniority, Mr . Sherry is the oldest 
man on the Indiana Division. " I 'm 
fascinated with my job," he said. 
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Rails Compared with Air 
The Interstate Commerce Commission recently released figures show

ing that, for the first nine months of 1 9 4 8 , the passenger fatality 
record on U.S. railroads was more than 1 4 times better than that on 
domestic airlines. 

The ICC stated that rail passenger fatalities dur ing the period 
totalled 3 9 , for a rate of only . 1 2 3 per mill ion passenger-miles, while 
airline passenger fatalities totalled 8 3 , for a rate of 1 .8 per mill ion 
passenger-miles. 

At the same time the Commission anonunced that the total of per
sons killed in railway accidents of all k inds—including trespassers and 
persons killed in highway grade crossing acidents—was lower in 1 9 4 8 
than in any other of the entire 6 1 years for which the Commission has 
been keeping fatality records. 

Some of the 'Lost' Have Been Found 
Losing 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 freight cars doesn't sound like an easy job. It was 

done, however, in Europe dur ing the recent war. By " los ing" them 
is meant losing track of them, which is what happened dur ing the war 
years. They were wander ing around on the continent, but their owners 
didn ' t know where they were. 

N o w half of them have been " found ." Some trouble is being en
countered, though, in the desire of the "finders" to also be keepers. For 
instance, the French government doesn't want to return to Germany 
the German cars which wandered onto French lines. In response, the 
bizonal government of Germany won ' t send French cars back home 
until it gets its own from France. Similar disputes exist between other 
countries. 

It is believed that the other 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 " lost" cars have found their 
way across the Russian frontier and will stay there. 

Meanwhile , it is being suggested that European governments set up 
an all-European railroad organization something like the Association 
of American Railroads to iron out some of their present difficulties and 
avoid future ones. 

Hoover Group for Unified Policy 
T h e Hoover Commission, body set up by Congress to recommend 

improvements in government organization, has come out for a unified 
national transportation policy. 

The Commission urges that present regulatory and executive bodies 
concerned with land, sea, and air transport be brought together under 
the Depar tment of Commerce. They would retain their present regula
tory powers, but their activities would be co-ordinated in a broad, 
over-all- national transportation policy. 

Such co-ordination has been advocated frequently by railroad 
spokesmen. 

Traffic Decline Seen This Year 
Railroad freight traffic and passenger business in 1 9 4 9 are expected 

to drop 8 . 2 per cent and 1 1 . 4 per cent, respectively, below last year, 
Dr . Julius H . Parmelee, vice president and director of the Bureau of 
Railway Economics of the Association of American Railroads, recently 
told the Interstate Commerce Commission dur ing his testimony in 
support of the railroads' peti t ion for increased freight rates. 

Dr. Parmelee said that ton-miles in 1 9 4 9 are estimated at 5 8 6 , 5 0 0 , -
0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , which is less than in any year since 1 9 4 1 and about 2 0 per 
cent below the wartime peak in 1 9 4 4 . Passenger-miles for this year, 
he stated, are estimated at 3 6 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , which is also lower than for 
any year since 1 9 4 1 and about 6 2 per cent below 1 9 4 4 . 

Riding on Air, but Really 
The French are r iding on air these days. Three trains recently 

placed in service between Paris and Strasbourg have coaches which 
run on wheels equipped with pneumatic rubber tires. 

Pneumatic tires were first used on rails in a railcar built by the 
Michelin Company of France in 1 9 3 1 . It was relatively small, carry
ing only 2 4 passengers. Subsequent models were increased in size. T h e 
coaches in the present pneumatic-tired trains weigh about 2 1 tons 
each, loaded. A large number of axles—five to each of the two bogies 
on each car—are used to distribute the weight of the coach. 

A Train by Any Name 
Public attention was called recently by the Association of American 

Railroads to the growing practice of giving special names to freight 
as well as passenger trains. About 1 , 0 0 0 trains of both kinds now bear 
either names or nicknames on U.S. roads. Though many of the 
named freights take their designations from the special type of cargo 
they carry—such as the Banana Special or K i n g Coal—there just seems 
to be no explaining how monickers like "The Silk H a t " or "The 
Dirty Shirt" came into being, not to speak of " T h e Mae W e s t " and 
"The Sally Rand . " 

Weather Vanes, Locomotive Style 
W h e n the Association of American Railroads ran an advertisement 

last year, depicting a weather vane in the shape of a locomotive and 
asking, " W h a t Tu rn Wi l l the Wea the r T a k e ? " many railroaders ex
pressed an interest in securing actual weather vanes made in a loco
motive design. 

T h e Association has looked into the matter and found several con
cerns which will be able to produce such vanes, at prices ranging 
from about $ 1 5 to about $ 1 0 0 . Anyone who is interested may secure 
the names and addresses of the manufacturers by wri t ing to the 
C E N T R A L H E A D L I G H T , 4 6 6 Lexington Avenue, N e w York 1 7 , N . Y. 

NYC Represented 

At Industry Meet 

Held in Elkhart T 
I. W . Mart in , Assistant to General 

Superintendent, Equipment, Locomo
tive, was the principal speaker at N e w 
York Central night of the Elkhart, 
Ind., Industrial Club at the Y.M.C.A. 
March 8. Mr . Mart in, a native of 
Elkhart, where he started his career 
with the Central, traced the progress 
and development of locomotive power 
equipment, beginning with the De-
W i t t Clinton. 

The meeting was attended by 140 
Elkhart industrial executives, fore
men, and department heads, of whom 
about 50 were N e w York Central 
representatives. Stanley L. Burden, 
Nigh t Yardmaster at Elkhart and 
president of the railroad board of 
the Elkhart Y.M.C.A., was chairman. 

Preceding Mr. Mart in 's talk, Glenn 
Viall , Chief Clerk to Chief of N Y C 
Police in Chicago, gave an entertain
ing performance of feats of magic. 
He was followed by Eddie Hudson 
of the Rock Island Lines in Chicago, 
and a former N e w York Central man, 
whose show as a medicine man 
brought a lot of laughs. 

T h e Elkhart Industrial Club was 
organized 10 years ago to br ing about 
a close relationship among people 
engaged in various industries in Elk
hart and surrounding territory. It 
meets monthly at the Elkhart "Y." 

The Good Old Days 

Mountain Life Was Fine 
Life in a small town has its ad

vantages, says Nelson LeFave—espe
cially for a railroad Agent, and 
especially if the small town is located 
in the Adirondack Mounta ins . 

Mr . LeFave, who started working 
for the Central in 1923, is now a 
Telegraph Operator in " U T " office, 
Utica, N . Y . H e occasionally pines 
for the days when he was Agent at 
various stations on the Central 's 
Adirondack Division. " W h i l e city life 
is all r ight ," he says, "I often think 
back to those days when life not only 
could be, but really was, beautiful 
with a capital " B . " 

Early in the Morning 
"Like, for instance," he is likely 

to go on, " the time when I was 
Agent in a place that was surrounded 
by private parks on three sides and 
State land on one. I formed the 
habit of gett ing up early summer 
mornings, three and four times a week, 
and going fishing before breakfast. It 
was only a matter of 15 minutes to 
get to good fishing and one morning 
I caught 11 beautiful trout running 
from 16 inches down. 

"There was a big lumber mill in 
this town (7 houses, one hotel, one 
store) ; and, if the men at the hotel 
got tired of the menu, they would go 
along the track a piece, possibly 40 
rods from the station, after supper, 

and three or four would fish for bull 
heads and one would dress them. 
W h e n they got a pailful they would 
quit and bring them to the hotel man 
to cook for their breakfast. 

Deer at the D o o r 
"Many and many times the deer 

would come right up to the freight 
shed door and look for potato peel
ings that I would throw out ( I cooked 
for mysel f ) . There was a doe that 
gave birth every year just back of 
the station and hung around till the 
little fellow was strong enough to 
follow her. T h e hotel used to throw 
out things for her to eat and so 
would I. 

"One morning I was walking up 
the track, going fishing, and on the 
opposite side of the track a little 
fawn came out and followed me like 
a little puppy. Another time I ran 
into four little baby foxes. I tried 
to catch one but they were too quick 
for me. 

"I used to like to go out early morn
ings, to see these wild animals and 
hear the ducks quacking on the lake 
and river, and in the early evenings 
to hear the frogs croaking and see 
the trout jumping for flies. 

"Yes, I have often thought of those 
days and they were good days when 
life was full and nature was close 
at hand. Those were really the days." 

Weather No Bar to Safety Meet 
Despite the most inclement weather 

of the winter, nearly 200 people— 
mostly N e w York Central men and 
their wives and chi ldren—were on 
hand in the Eagles Hal l , Indianapolis, 
to participate in a Safety Rally spon
sored by the Indianapolis Chapter of 
the N e w York Central Square Club. 

Several inches of slush, result ing 
from a heavy snow the preceding 
night, blanketed the streets and made 
outdoor movement difficult but failed 
to dampen the spirits of the large 
crowd who had looked forward }to the 
meeting. 

T h e program was under the direc
tion of R. A. Bourne, Yard Conductor 
at the Indianapolis Terminal and first 
vice president of the Square Club, 
who was chairman of the sponsoring 
committee. 

A well balanced and entertaining 
program was highlighted by a talk by 
D . E. Mumford, Superintendent of 
Safety. Other N Y C officials spoke 
briefly. They included T . W . English, 
Superintendent, Indiana Divis ion; W . 
E. Holderby, Leo Riley and Roy Whis t -
man, Trainmasters . 

T h e first person to appear on the 
stage was a youngster, Michael J . 
Monahan, son of John Monahan, Dem
urrage Clerk at the Indianapolis Ter
minal, who delivered an appeal to 
the children present to play safely 
and relieve their parents of worry. 
H e was followed by Mrs . Guy Byrd, 

wife of Dispatcher Guy Byrd, who 
spoke on safety in the home, especially 
in the kitchen where the lady of the 
house spends much of her t ime and 
where many accidents happen. 

The evening was concluded with the 
showing of the motion pictures, "Wi th 
in the Ova l" and "The Miracle of 
Paradise Valley." For the children 
there were W a l t Disney productions. 

Here are the committee members responsible for the Indianapol is safety 
rally. Seated, left to right: George A . Bier, Foreman of Inspection at 
West Side Yard; J. F. Murphy, Yardmaster at Hi l l Yard; R. A . Bourne, 
Yard Conductor at Indianapol is Terminal and chairman of the rally 
committee. S tanding: J. Ellis T h o m a s , Motor Car Maintainer; R. H . 
Kimmel, Clerk in the Service Bureau; G. J. Gray, Yard Conductor at 
Indianapol is Terminal ; A . J. Maxwell, Yardmaster at Hi l l Yard; A . H . 
Mayo , Yard Conductor at Indianapol is Terminal ; Glenn L. Frazee, Yard 
Clerk, State Street Yard . Conductor Bourne was in charge of the meet ing. 

St Thomas Club Holds First Party 

F O U R H U N D R E D M E M B E R S and their guests at
tended the first social event of the newly organized 
N e w York Central Social and Pension Club, St. 
Thomas, O n t , in Canadian Legion Hal l on Janu
ary 2 5 . A minstrel show and dancing made up the 
entertainment. A number of prizes were awarded 
for dance specialties. Officers of the club are Allen 

A. Allan, president; Peter M c N a b b , vice-president; 
Clarence McGennis , treasurer; James Teetzel, sec
retary; Art Cooper, entertainment chairman; W i l 
liam Hi l lman, publicity and tickets; N o r m a n Der-
rough, euchre parties; Nick Wig le , floor; T o m 
Neale, lunch. The club is one of a number of simi
lar social organizations flourishing on the System. 



8 Central Headlight April, 1949 

Many Veterans Are Honored as They End Long Careers With Central 

Mr. Dawdy 

More N e w York Central people 
brought their active rail careers to a 
close in recent weeks. Other members 
of the Central family who had worked 
with the veterans paused to say good
bye to their retiring co-workers. Ac
counts of a number of the recently 
ended careers appear below. 

Ran 'Doodle-Bug' 
Herbert Dawdy, whose railroad 

career began when he was still in 
his teens, retired recently at St. Thomas, 

Ont . W h i l e he was 
still a youngster, Mr . 
D a w d y w a s e m 
ployed as a Boiler
maker's Helper at 
t h e S t . T h o m a s 
T e r m i n a l of t h e 
Canadian Southern 
Railroad. In 1905, 
he was first em
ployed by the N e w 

York Central System as a Fireman on 
the Michigan Central. In December, 
1909, he became an Engineman. 

After pi lot ing many crack passenger 
trains dur ing his service with the 
Central, Mr . Dawdy transferred a year 
and a half ago to Engineman on the 
Michigan Central 's "doodle-bug"—a 
gasoline-electric powered car—operat
ing in commuter service between St. 
Thomas and Detroit , and between St. 
Thomas and Buffalo. 

Shortly after Mr . Dawdy retired, his 
former co-workers held an informal 
party in his honor at the Canada Legion 
Hal l in St. Thomas. 

Holds Gold Pass 
After more than a half century of 

service, Robert A . Baldridge, 69, Chief 
File Clerk in the General Freight 

his entire service was in connection 
with the Cincinnati office. Dur ing 
his service he occupied positions of 
Traveling Agent, Rate Clerk, and Chief 
File Clerk. At the time of his retire
ment he had completed over 51 years 
of continuous service. 

Mr . Baldridge has the distinction of 

being the holder of a Gold Pass and, 
as soon as his wife has fully recovered 
from a recent illness, he intends to 
make full use of this privilege. 

Prior to his retirement, his many 
friends and co-workers presented h im 
with an appropriate purse at an infor
mal gathering in his honor. 

West Shore Man 
More than 100 Central officials and 

employes gathered around Engine 4399 
last month just before it pulled Tra in 
97 out of Weehawken, N J . The En
gineman, Calvin Hazard, was to make 
his last trip for the Central, taking 
Number 97 to Newburgh , N . Y . 

Mr . Hazard started with the Central 
as a Fireman on November 27, 1905, 
and became an Engineman in Apri l , 
1913. Mr . Hazard has retired to his 
farm home just outside of Newburgh . 

Honor Engineman 
N e w York Central officials and em

ployes gathered at the T ime Restaurant 
in Syracuse, N .Y . , recently to attend 

a testimonial dinner 
in honor of John 
R. Lougnot, retir
ing Syracuse Divi
sion Engineman. He 
brought to a close 
almost 48 years of 
faithful service. 

Mr . Lougnot en
tered Central service 
as a Fireman on 

October 20, 1901, and was appointed 
an Engineman in October, 1907. Since 
that date, he has operated both passen
ger and freight trains on the run 
between Syracuse and Buffalo. 

Over 50 Years 
Arthur D . Romaine, Travel ing Audi

tor, with headquarters at Toledo, O., 
retired recently following 52 years 
and seven months of service with the 
N e w York Central. Mr . Romaine 
started his Central career as a Clerk 
in the Transportat ion Depar tment at 
St. John 's Park Freight Station in N e w 
York City. H e was appointed to 
the Traveling Audi tor ' s staff October 
1, 1921. j 

On the occasion of his retirement, he 
was honored with a dinner at Toledo 
attended by representatives of various 
departments. Those gathered at the 
dinner presented a purse to the retiring 
Auditor . 

Mr . Romaine will continue to make 
his home at Toledo. 

Miss Planalp 

Mr. Lougnot 

Beech Grove Ladies 
T w o N e w York Central ladies, with 

combined service totaling more than 
63 years, retired recently at Beech 

Grove,- Ind. Both 
Estella Planalp and 
Jessie Pitman ended 
their railroad careers 
a m i d c e r e m o n i e s 
held in the General 
Storekeeper's office 
at Beech Grove. 

Miss Planalp, a 
f o r m e r s c h o o l 
teacher, came to the 

Central on July 19, 1916, as a Stenog
rapher in the Office of the Stores 
Accountant in Beech Grove. In Janu
ary, 1918, she was transferred to the 
General Storekeeper's office. For the 
past 31 years, she has been a Stenog
rapher in that office. 

Miss Planalp says that she expects 
to spend her retired life "doing a lot 
of cooking, and going places and 
doing things." 

Miss Pi tman started in the Central 
family as a File Clerk in May, 1919. 
A year later, she was transferred to 
the Stationery Store
keeper's office as a 
Stenographer. After 
several years of serv
ice there, she was ad
vanced to the Gener
al S t o r e k e e p e r ' s 
office and remained 
there until her recent 
retirement. 

The ladies' many 
friends in Beech Grove presented them 
with purses and good wishes for the 
years to come. 

Vacation in South 
Harry G. Pinniger, Assistant Chief 

Claim Agent, Cleveland, O., retired 
February 28, 1949. after more than 
48 years of service with the Central. 

Mr . Pinniger started his railroad 
career as a Student Telegrapher on 
July 1, 1899 at J X " tower. Mill-
bury, O . He later worked in the city 
and depot ticket offices at South Bend. 
Ind.. and was appointed Ticket Agent 
at Fort Wayne in October, 1903. He 
entered the Claim Department at 
Toledo January 1, 1912, and after 
serving as District Claim Agent at 
Bellefontaine. Cincinnati. Toledo. De
troit, and Cleveland, he was appointed 
Assistant Chief Claim Agent. 

On February 24 about 75 of his rail
road friends gave him a luncheon at 

Miss Pitman 

the Hotel Cleveland at which Herber t 
L. Hanson, General Claims Attorney, 
presided. Mr . Pinniger was presented 
with a table radio and traveling bag. 
Accompanied by Mrs . Pinniger, he left 
for Orlando, Fla., for a well-deserved 
vacation. 

Will Remain Home 
An informal get-together at Beech 

Grove, Ind., recently honored Bernard 
Schoentrup, a Lumber Handler for 
the Central . Mr . Schoentrup was re
tiring after more than 29 years of 
service with the System. H e entered 
Central service at Beech Grove Sep
tember 13, 1920. 

Central people who worked with 
Mr. Schoentrup presented him with 
a purse at the gathering and wished 
him many happy hours of leisure 
dur ing his retirement. Mr . Schoen
trup said that he will remain at home, 
caring for his flower garden. 

First and Last 
Engineman Hugh M. York, of Titus-

ville, Pa., retired recently after serv
ing with the Central for more than 
43 years. Mr . York started as Watch
man in Youngsvil le and in 1905 
became a Fireman on the Titusville-
Dunki rk run. 

In 1912, he was promoted to 
Engineman on that same run, and 
worked there continuously until his 
retirement. Mr . York was on both 
passenger and freight trains. H e 
brought the first gas-electric ("doodle
b u g " ) passenger car into Titusville 
and took the last one out when it was 
discontinued. 

Receives U.S. Bond 
Albert H . Collins, Manager of the 

Reservation and Information Bureau 
at Detroi t . Mich.. Terminal , retired 
last month after 
s e r v i n g w i t h t h e 
S y s t e m f o r m o r e 
than 46 years. Dur
ing all those years, 
he worked with the 
same man that hired 
him in 1903, W . 
E; Frackleton. -Mr . 
Frackleton is now M r . Col l ins 
General Passenger 
Agent in Detroi t . 

Dur ing a testimonial dinner held 
recently for Mr . Collins, fellow em
ployes presented him with a $500 
Government Bond. The retired Mana
ger told the more than 200 Central 

people gathered at the dinner that he 
"had made millions of reservations for 
folks" and all he wanted was one for 
himself to Florida. After his southern 
trip, Mr . Collins will return to his 
summer home on the south shore of 
Lake Huron . 

Penn Engineman 
Engineman Wayne L. Ammerman, of 

the Central 's Pennsylvania Division, re
tired recently after 49 years of service. 

Mr . Ammerman, 
who has always 
worked in the Clear-
field, Pa., area, 
started as a Fireman 
in 1900. Later, he 
was elevated to En
gineman. 

Dur ing his re
tirement ceremony 
at Clearfield, Divi
sion Superintendent H . B. Tucker con
gratulated Mr . Ammerman on his fine 
record with the Company. H e will 
continue to make Clearfield his home 
dur ing his retirement. 

Clearfield Agent 
A 43-year rail career ended for 

Agent Fred S. Merri l l , of Clearfield, 
Pa., when he retired recently. Mr . 
Merril l entered the 
service of the Cen
tral as a Brakeman 
on the Pennsylvania 
Division in January, 
1905. He was made 
a Clerk at Avis, 
Pa., in 1907, and 
was transferred to 
the Chief Clerk's 
position at Clearfield 
in August, 1932. In January, 1943, 
he was appointed Agent at that station. 

Following a short retirement cere
mony at the station, Mr . Merri l l and 
his wife left for California where they 
will visit relatives. The Merrills plan 
to live in Lancaster, Pa. 

Dinner for Foreman 
Over 100 friends and co-workers 

turned out recently to pay tribute 
at a testimonial dinner to Harry Clay-
pole, retiring Bridge Foreman at the 
St. Thomas. Ont . . Terminal . Mr. 
Claypole joined the System in 1901 
as a Bridge Worker . He was promoted 
to Foreman in 1913. Those attending 
the dinner presented Mr. Claypole 
with a purse and wallet. 

M r . Mer r i l l 

Power Superintendent MacPhillamy 

Retires After 40 Years With NYC 
Frank MacPhillamy, Superintendent 

of Power for Grand Central Terminal 
and the N e w York Central 's Electric 
Division, retired March 1. 

On October 15, 1909, after complet
ing electrical courses at Pratt Institute 
and studying with General Electric 
at Schenectady, N .Y. , Mr. MacPhil
lamy started with the Central as an 
Inspector in the Sub-station Depart
ment. In 1921, he became Supervisor 
of Electrical Repair, and early in 1923 
he was appointed Assistant Supervisor 
of Sub-stations and Electrical Repair. 

In December, 1940, Mr . MacPhil

lamy became Assistant Superintendent 
of Power ; he was advanced to Super
intendent of Power in January, 1947. 

Friends and associates of Mr. Mac
Phillamy honored him on two occa
sions dur ing the last week of his 
service. A few days before his re
tirement became effective, he was guest 
of honor at a small gathering in the 
Grand Central Building. At this 
affair, he was presented with a purse. 
On the day before he left, he was 
again a guest of honor, this time at 
a testimonial dinner held at the Rail
road Y.M.C.A. in N e w York. 

Freight Traffic Head 

At Cleveland Retires 
Seventy friends and co-workers of 

J. E. Anderson, former Freight Traffic 
Manager at Cleveland, O., attended 
the retirement party in his honor 
which was held on February 24 at the 
Lake Shore Hotel in Cleveland. Mr. 
Anderson previously was honored by 
the Traffic Club of Cleveland. 

C. F. Wiegele , General Manager of 
Line West , presided as toastmaster at 
the dinner. 

Mr . Anderson retired recently after 
nearly 45 years of service. H e started 
as a Clerk in the Freight Traffic De
partment at Kansas City on May 18, 
1905. H e went to Cleveland in 1941. 

CAR D E P A R T M E N T V E T E R A N S gathered at 
a dinner honor ing retired Depar tment employes 
recently in Syracuse, N . Y . In the rear row, left 
to right, are Elmer Mcintosh, Percy McDonald , 
John Agan, Chauncey Eldred, Henry Shearer, and 
Frank Miller, all retired. In the front row are 
five still active members of the Car Depar tment : 

Lee M . Relyea, General Foreman, Boston; J. J. 
Larson, Division General Car Foreman, Buffalo, 
N . Y . ; W . J. Brockway, Car Inspector, D e W i t t 
(Syracuse) , Local Chairman of the Brotherhood of 
Railway Carmen of America, who was toastmaster; 
John P. Blanchard, General Foreman, Syracuse; 
and W . J. Mulbauer, General Foreman at DeWi t t . 

Four Central Men Pass Half-Century 

Mark and Are Awarded Gold Passes 
Four veterans of more than a half 

century of service with the N e w York 
Central System were awarded Gold 
Passes recently. 

Train Baggageman Ralph D . Arthur , 
Sr., of Cleveland, O., passed the 50-
year mark and was presented with his 
Gold Pass last month . Mr . Arthur 
became a Train Baggageman in 1903, 
after working in Collinwood, O., Yard 
for the first four years he was with the 
Central . H e is still active on the 
Central 's Erie Division. 

H a s Office P a r t y 

An office party marked the presenta
tion of a Gold Pass to C. F. Muller , 
of the Comptroller 's Office in New 
York City. George H . Albach, As
sistant Comptroller, made the presenta
tion. Mr. Muller joined the Central 's 
ranks in 1899 in the office of the 
Audi tor of Disbursements. 

S ta r ted as F i r e m a n 

Lee Pangburn, Assistant to the 

General Manager at Syracuse, N . Y., 
presented a Gold Pass to Ernest G. 
Doddrige, Syracuse Division Engine-
man. Trainmaster Wal te r J. Barnes 
was also present at the brief ceremony. 

Mr . Doddr ige was born in Syracuse 
on September 22, 1881. On March 
8, 1899, at the age of 17, he entered 
the service of the N e w York Central 
as a Fireman. On December 15, 1906, 
he was promoted to Engineman. 

Pittsburgh & Lake Eric Engineman 
Louis C. Warnock received his Gold 
Pass recently at Pit tsburgh, Pa. L. C. 
Cunningham. Road Foreman of Engines 
on the P. & L.E., presented the pass 
to Mr. Warnock just one day after the 
Engineman completed his fiftieth year 
in N e w York Central System service. 
Mr. Warnock. born in N e w Castle, 
Pa.. March 23, 1875, came to the P. 
& L.E. in February, 1899. and started 
as a Fireman. O n March 11, 1902. he 
was advanced to the position of 
Engineman, and has worked continu
ously in that capacity since that date. 

Post Names Officers 
Officers for the year 1949-50 were 

installed at a special meeting of the 
Colonel F. E. Wil l iamson Post 6593 of 
the Veterans of Foreign W a r s held in 
the N e w York Central office building, 
466 Lexington Avenue, N e w York 
City, on Apri l 4 . 

Wil l iam Burn, Elevator Electrician 
in the New York Central Building and 
past commander of the Post, officiated 
at the meeting. Election of the officers 
installed took place at a regular meet
ing of the Post held recently in N e w 
York. 

Richard J. Welsh , Head Clerk in the 

Mail and Express Traffic Depar tment , 
was renamed commander. Other officers 
elected were: James J. Lee, Elevator 
Starter at 230 Park Avenue, and George 
Martin, Fire Chief at 230 Park Avenue, 
vice commanders; Albert A. Tur toro , 
Clerk in the Mail and Express Traffic 
Department , quartermaster ; Nick Back, 
Engineering Department , post advo
cate; Michael Campbell , Elevator Op
erator at 230 Park Avenue, chaplain; 
Burton Porter, Clerk in the Office of 
the Auditor of Capital Expenditures, 
delegate; and Wil l iam Devine. Eleva
tor Operator, surgeon. 

A g e n t ' s o f f i c e 
Freight Traffic De
partment, Cincin
nati. O.. has retired. 

Mr. Baldridge be
gan his railroad 
career in 1898 as 
an office boy in 
the old Tariff Bu
reau of the Big Four 
at Cincinnati, and 

Mr. A m m e r m a n 
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Mattoon Benefit Group 
Entertains at Dinner 

Mattoon Division N o . 139, Benefit 
Association of Railway Employes, was 
host to some 160 railroad and indus
trial officials and representatives at a 
dinner and safety meeting recently. 
D . E. Mumford, N e w York Central 
Superintendent of Safety, was the prin-
pal speaker. 

At tending the meet ing were officials 
and employes of the N e w York Cen
tral ; officials of the Illinois Central 
and Nickel Plate railroads, the Railway 
Express Agency, and the B. A. R. E. 
national offices in Chicago; and local 
business and industrial leaders. 

A. L. Miller , Nat ional Secretary of 
the B. A. R. E., preceded Mr. Mumford 
on the program, and told of the Asso
ciation's co-operation in safety activi
ties. 

Employes Are Guests at 
NYC Night Held in Erie 

Over 150 employes of all depart
ments of the Central 's Erie Division, 
including 20 pensioned employes, were 
guests at the second annual " N e w 
York Central N i g h t " at the Keystone 
Lodge, Erie, Pa. 

Out-of-town employes were met at 
Erie station upon their arrival and 
conducted on a tour through the Zem 
Zem Hospital for Crippled Children. 
Dur ing the dinner, held following the 
tour, the Railroad Shrine Club of Buf
falo, N .Y. , presented the hospital 
with a gift of $100. 

Britons Lose 

Walking Papers 
A number of British Railways 

pass-holders have had their passes 
taken away from them. But the 
loss wasn't so great as it would 
seem, because the passes in question 
entitled them to walk, not ride, over 
a port ion of the right of way in the 
Eastern Region. 

A number of passengers who 
board their trains at the village 
of Epping had held cards entit l ing 
them to walk the tracks from near
by Coopersale to the Epping sta
tion, since there are no roads or 
paths between the two points . 
Now, however, train service over 
that stretch of road is going to 
be increased and track-promenad
ing won ' t be safe any more ; so the 
passes have been wi thdrawn. 

Deaths of NYC People Noted 

G i v e s S a f e t y Talk 
D . E. Mumford, N e w York Central 

Superintendent of Safety, addressed 
the railroad section of the Wes t 
Virginia Safety and Health Council 
at Charleston, W . Va., on Thursday, 
April 7. Bermel Fisher, Chief Clerk 
in the Traffic Depar tment at Charles
ton, is serving his second year as 
chairman of this section, assisting the 
executive secretary, Wi l l i am C. Easley. 

N e w locomotives installed in serv
ice in 1918 by Class I railroads totalled 
1,487, the greatest number for any 
year since 1927. 

A number of N e w York Central 
employes, both active and retired, 
passed away recently. Some of those 
who died are noted in the paragraphs 
below. 

E. G. Ulrich 
Emery G. Ulrich died recently at 

Toledo, O. Mr . Ulrich, who was 
Freight Agent at Toledo at the t ime of 
his death, started wi th the Central in 
February, 1902, at Goshen, Ind. In 
1917 he was made City Solicitor at 
Toledo, and later the same year was 
assigned to the Supervising Force 
at Cleveland. H e was appointed 
Chief Supervising Agent, Lines West , 
in 1926. From December 1, 1938, 
until his death he was at Toledo. 

C. T. Kelly 
A former N e w York Central Brake-

man, Chester T . Kelly, 59, died recent
ly in a Utica, N .Y . , nursing home 
after a three-week illness. Mr . Kelly, 
who worked 28 years on the Utica-
Montreal run, retired in November , 
1945, because of his failing health. 

F. H. Burnett 
Frederick H . Burnett , well known 

to lake shippers through 51 years of 
service at docks in Ashtabula and 
Toledo, O., died recently in the latter 
city. Mr . Burnett, who was 68, was 
Superintendent of the Toledo-Lake-
front Dock Company, stevedoring 
organization at the coal and ore docks 
operated jointly by the N e w York 

Central and the Balt imore and Ohio hospital, where he died the next 
at Toledo. morning. 

E. W. Martz 
General Foreman E. W . Martz, of 

the Communications Depar tment in 
Albany, N .Y . , died recently of a heart 
attack suffered while talking on the 
telephone in the N e w York Central 
Ticket Office in Brewster, N . Y . M r . 
Martz was 59 years old and had been 
an employe of the System since Sep
tember 10, 1912. 

J. Rooney 

Columbus AA Holds Annual Dinner 

The Michigan Central 's oldest pen
sioned employe, John Rooney, 95, 
died recently in his daughter 's home 
at Jackson, Mich. 

Mr . Rooney retired from the Cen
tral's service over 25 years ago after 
having worked at the Detroi t Repair 
Shops for 56 years. 

H. J. Waters 
Former Pennsylvania Division En

gineman Hi ram John Wate r s died 
suddenly recently. Mr . Wate rs was 
born in Jersey Shore, Pa., May 24, 
1855. H e was first employed by 
the Central as a Fireman on March 
4, 1903. In 1907, he was promoted 
to Engineman. Mr . Wate rs was a 
resident of Cherry Tree, Pa. 

C. L. Senter, Sr. 
Carl Leon Senter, Sr., 53, died 

recently at St. Elizabeth Hospital in 
Utica, N .Y . , after a brief illness. Mr . 
Senter went to work at 6 p.m. on 
the day before his death in the N e w 
York Central yard at Utica, where 
he had been employed for 29 years. 
H e was taken ill while operat ing 
a relief engine in the depot. After 
going home, he was taken to the 

D. Reardon 
A 52-year veteran of N e w Y o r k 

Central service, Daniel Reardon, died 
last month in his Utica, N .Y . , home 
after a long illness. Mr . Reardon, born 
in Ireland in 1868, worked as a 
Machinist for the Central at the Utica 
Engine House . H e has been retired 
since September 1, 1939. 

J. J. Strapp 
A veteran of 25 years service wi th 

the N e w York Central, John J. Strapp, 
80, retired Road Foreman, died at his 
home in Springfield, O. , on February 
16. He had been in retirement for 
10 years, and for 35 years prior to 
retirement served the railroad as Road 
Foreman of Engines. 

H. J. Gribbling 
Henry James Gribbl ing, Agent a t 

W o o d River, Ill., for more than 30 
years, and an employe of the Central 
for 55 years, died recently. 

Mr . Gr ibbl ing entered railroad 
service in the Audi tor ' s office of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad at Rich
mond, Va., in 1892. H e came to the 
Central at Lafayette, Ind., in Novem
ber, 1894, as a Clerk and advanced 
to the positions of Cashier and Travel
ing Freight Agent. In November , 
1918, he was appointed Agent at 
W o o d River. 

G. R. Bevan 
George Reece Bevan, Retired Me

chanical Engineer, died of a heart at
tack at his home in Bucyrus, Ohio , 
January 14. H e was 59 years of age 
and had been incapacitated for several 
years due to his heart condition. 

Windsor Pension Club P.&L.E. Personnel Chief 
Honors Four Members Succumbs to Heart Attack 

E N J O Y I N G T H E M S E L V E S were these guests at 
the annual dinner and dance sponsored by the N e w 

York Central Athletic Association of Columbus, 
O., last month . More than 350 people at tended. 

More than 300 Central employes, 
all members of the Windsor Social and 
Pension Club, assembled in the 
Prince Edward Hotel in Windsor , 
Ont. , recently to honor four members 
w h o had retired. The retired em
ployes, Car Inspectors James Wi lson , 
Stanley Jones, and Thomas Gigniac, 
and Switchtender Frank Mass, were 
presented with gifts from fellow club 
members . 

E. H . Hanson, Superintendent of 
Freight Transportat ion, the principal 
speaker of the evening, chose "Em
ploye Relat ions" as the subject for 
an interesting talk. T h e evening's 
activities culminated in a dance held 
from 9 o'clock unti l midnight . 

John T. Johnston, Superintendent 
of Personnel for the {Pittsburgh and 
Lake Erie Railroad, died of a heart 
attack recently. 

Mr . Johnston started with the P. & 
L.E. as a Baggagemaster at Beaver 
Falls, Pa., in July, 1917. H e became a 
Ticket Clerk in August , 1918, and 
worked in that capacity until 1923, 
when he was granted a leave of ab
sence to work for the Government . 

H e returned to the P. & L.E. in 
1933 as a Clerk In January, 1943, he 
was appointed Supervisor of W a g e 
Schedules with headquarters in Pitts
burgh. H e was advanced to Superin
tendent of Personnel, the position he 
held at the time of his death, in 1947. 

More Members of Central Family Retire 
Below is a list of some N e w York 

Central veterans recently retired, to
gether with the occupation, location 
and years and months of service of 
each: 
Amersbach, George M., Locomotive 

Engineer, Ohio Division 45 7 
Averdick, Aloysius H., Boilermaker 

Helper, Riverside, O. 27 2 
Bachman, Emu F., Conductor, 

Niles, Mich. 30 9 
Baldridge, Robert A., Chief File 

Clerk, Cincinnati, O. 51 0 
Hanks, William H., Conductor, 

Harlem Division 45 6 
Harlow, Otis A., Rate Clerk, 

Chicago, Ill. 36 7 
Harney, Frank C , Engine Inspector, 

North Adams, Mass. 31 1 
Battaglia, Anthony, Baggage and 

Mail Trucker, Cleveland, O. 25 2 
Beeson, Charles I., General Foreman, 

Beaver Falls, Pa. 48 3 
Benedyk, John, Carman, 

E. Buffalo, N. Y. 36 8 
Bierkamp, Clarence, Conductor, 

E. Youngstown, O. 31 10 
Bimonte, Michael, Blacksmith, 

Electrical Division 46 5 
Bodnar, Mike, Shop Laborer, 

Detroit, Mich. 19 11 
Bolak, Joseph, Section Laborer, 

Batavia, N. Y. 19 9 
Borgwald, Henry J., Blacksmith 

Helper, W. Albany. N. Y. 26 7 
Brand, Lorenzo D., Machinist, 

Chicago, Ill. 34 5 
Brockmyre, Clifford G., Locomotive 

Engineer, Syracuse Division 44 3 
Brungard, John H., Terminal Fore

man, Newberry Jct., Pa. 45 9 
Busdiecker, Fred H., Machinist, 

Collinwood, O. 42 11 
Carr, Ernest F., Car Repairer, 

Newberry Jct., Pa. 34 5 
Chomyn, Kyryle, Laborer, 

Rochester, N. Y. 36 4 
Clark, Ernest E., Chief Accountant, 

Cleveland, O. 24 11 
Colacino, Harry G., Section Fore

man, Newark, N. Y. 47 11 
Connors, Charles E., Conductor, 

Hudson Division 39 0 
Curran, John J., Locomotive Fire

man, Mohawk Division 37 3 
Czarnecki, Joseph, Blacksmith 

Helper, West Albany, N. Y. 25 0 

Dabulski, Joseph J., Boilermaker, 
Englewood, Ill. 22 5 

Dalton, William J., Conductor, 
Detroit, Mich. 28 9 

DeForge, Frank G., Machinist, 
E. Syracuse, N. Y. 30 5 

DeGirolamo, Angelo, Blacksmith, 
New York, N. Y. 44 0 

Dodge, Birney B., Section Foreman, 
Wick, O. 46 0 

Dorsett, Edward L., Conductor, 
Illinois Division 41 9 

Dunn, William G., Conductor, 
Illinois Division 30 8 

Dunning, Arthur A., Conductor, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 42 2 

Egan, John W., Conductor, 
Detroit, Mich. 36 2 

Engel, Raymond M., Tool Room 
Foreman, Collinwood, O. 51 4 

Ernest, Edward H., Watchman, 
Mott Haven, N. Y. 30 2 

Falvey, Miss Mary T., Clerk, 
Cincinnati, O. 26 2 

Fekete, John, Coach Carman, 
Cleveland, O. 39 10 

Fellens, Theodore J., Painter, 
West Albany, N. Y. 38 2 

Fenwick, Morley C , Locomotive 
Engineer, Canada Division 47 1 

Fessenden, Charles A., Machinist, 
North Adams, Mass. 26 4 

Fish, Homer A., Machinist, 
Pittsfield, Mass. 35 0 

Ford, Percy O.. Supervisor Mechani
cal Coaling Plants, Albany, N. Y. 47 2 

French, Milton H., Locomotive 
Engineer, Ohio Division 35 6 

Gallo, Francesco, Section Laborer, 
Chicago, Ill. 32 5 

Garritano, Samuel, Trucker, 
Rochester, N. Y. 25 1 

George, Robert H., Assistant 
Engineer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 41 7 

Giddings, Claude B., Locomotive 
Engineer, Erie Division 39 3 

Gomez, Zacarias, Floatman, 
New York, N. Y. 28 6 

Gorski, Lawrence R., Car Repairer, 
Toledo, O. 34 1 

Greening, Edward B., Telegrapher-
Leverman, Batavia, N. Y. 46 3 

Grzelak, Walter, Shop Laborer, 
Detroit, Mich. 20 10 

Hamilton, Horace L., Assistant 
Engineer, Cleveland 38 11 

Hammond, Charles T., Tank Repair
man, Ashtabula, O. 23 4 

Hartford Edward, G., Assistant 
Engineer, Boston, Mass. 45 2 

Havens, Ralph G., Locomotive 
Fireman, Syracuse Division 26 1 

Henry, John W., Conductor, 
Indiana Division 37 5 

Hilliker, Burton J., Yardman, 
Gibson, Ind. 38 6 

Horlak, Samuel, Blacksmith Helper, 
Linndale, O. 28 8 

Hughes, William R., Conductor, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 43 9 

Hume, John, Blacksmith Helper, 
St. Thomas, Ont. 33 7 

Jones, Frank J., Conductor, 
St. Lawrence Division 50 4 

Kernan, Edward F., Machinist, 
Dewitt, N. Y. 36 10 

Kin, Stephen, Sheet Metal Worker, 
West Albany, N. Y. 39 4 

Kingston, Daniel L., Locomotive 
Engineer, West Division 50 1 

Kirley, George A., General Manager, 
Boston, Mass. 41 8 

Kuhn, Harry M., Switchman, 
Englewood, Ill. 29 1 

Laskovac, Frank L., Section Laborer, 
Cleveland Division 22 8 

Laszczewski, Frank M., Carman, 
Cudahy, Wis. 20 1 

Leonard, Miss Gladvs, Mileage 
Clerk, Buffalo, N . Y . 40 9 

Lepley, Jesse, Machinist, 
Beech Grove, Ind. 31 5 

Lewis, Floyd E., Assistant Freight 
Traffic Manager, Cleveland, O. 49 10 

Liverseidge, Joseph T., Air Brake & 
Locomotive Inspector, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 37 9 

Lowery, Ora C , Machinist, 
Beech Grove, Ind. 30 2 

MacKean, Robert S., Carpenter 
Mott Haven, N. Y. 44 10 

McCombs, Howard, Bridge Carpen
ter, Goshen, Ind. 20 7 

McLaughlin, Gertrude E., Secretary, 
Cleveland, O. 28 2 

McManaway, George F., Telegra
pher, Mattoon, Ill. 42 4 

Meek, William E., Telegrapher, 
Ohio Division 37 7 

Merrill, Fred S., Agent, 
Clearfield, Pa. 44 2 

Miller, Earl N., Locomotive. 
Engineer, Indiana Division 41 7 

Mitchell, Ben F., Blacksmith, 
Urbana, Ill. 38 8 

Mooney, John P., Delivery Clerk, 
Chicago, Ill. 35 6 

Morris, William T., Local Store
keeper, New York, N. Y. 31 6 

Morse, Terry B., Head Clerk, 
Gibson, Ind. 39 10 

Muffler, Frank L., Boiter Inspector, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 48 7 

Naske, Edward A., Machinist, 
West Albany, N. Y. 48 0 

Neet, John S., Conductor, 
Syracuse Division 35 11 

Nieman, Vera R., Stenographer, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 30 0 

North, William H., Brakeman, 
Erie, Pa. 33 0 

Novak, Frank, Section Laborer, 
Electric Division 18 6 

O'Brien, Charles E., Telegrapher, 
Paris, Ill. 45 3 

O'Connell, James, Trucker, 
Worcester, Mass. 37 4 

O'Connell, Joseph D., Passenger 
Carman, West Albany, N. Y. 35 9 

O'Donnell, James, Lamplighter, 
Chicago, Ill. 53 9 

Ondrasik, George, Planing Mill 
Mechanic, McKees Rocks, Pa. 38 6 

Otte, Fred'k D., Section Laborer, 
Chicago, Ill. 21 7 

Paluch, Francis, Carman Helper, 
Detroit, Mich. 20 10 

Peterson, Frank O., Car Repairer, 
Chicago, Ill. 21 5 

Pierce, Harry F., Conductor, 
Rochester, N. Y. 43 3 

Pinniger, Harry G., Assistant 
Chief Claim Agent, 
Cleveland, O. 48 8 

Providente, Giuseppe, A., Freight 
Handler, New York, N. Y. 21 11 

Replogle, John A., Conductor. 
Western Division 44 8 

Rhoades, George U., Patrolman, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 29 1 

Rice, George P., Machinist, 
West Albany, N. Y. 55 5 

Riley, Henry J., Bridge Tender, 
Toledo, O. 28 2 

Roach, James J., Assistant 
Engineer, New York, N. Y. 42 7 

Robbins, Jobie W., Section Laborer, 
Greensburg, Ind. 20 7 

Roberts, Edward D., Blacksmith, 
West Albany, N. Y. 35 7 

Rogers, Elias, Leverman, 
Harmon, N. Y. 31 4 

Rubbe, Joseph, Section Laborer, 
Electric Division 19 11 

Ryan, John J., Stower, 
Boston, Mass. 35 9 

St. Clair, Daniel R., Section Fore
man, Cleveland Division 22 8 

Savas, James, Section Foreman, 
Western Division 27 7 

Schaber, Charles W., Car Repairer, 
Niles, Mich. 30 9 

Schmidt, Carl R., Section Laborer, 
Three Oaks, Mich. 30 7 

Schultz, Clarence P., Towboat 
Engineer, New York 42 3 

Scott, Elvia B., Stenographer, 
Cincinnati, O. 30 4 

Sheppard, Harry, Conductor, 
Erie Division 28 6 

Simmons, Alva C , Yardman, 
Blue Island, Ill. 23 5 

Simons, Marion L., Clerk, 
New York, N. Y. 31 4 

Slavecky, Joseph, Section Laborer, 
Cleveland, O. 20 7 

Slawuta, Harry, Baggage and Mail 
Trucker, Cleveland, O. 2 1 9 

Smith, Theodore, Porter, 
New York, N. Y. 20 1 

Snyder, Carl G., Telegrapher, 
Stoneboro, Pa. 45 0 

Sommers, John H., Trucker, 
Harriet, N. Y. 18 1 

Strain, Robert J., Signal 
Maintainer, Electric Division 38 7 

Stratton, Dexter A., Labor Foreman, 
West Springfield, Mass. 37 5 

Strickland, Charles N., Car 
Inspector, Boston, Mass. 18 0 

Swartz, John F., Conductor, 
Toledo, O. 44 11 

Symington, Ralph, Car Inspector. 
Springfield, Mass. 43 8 

Szymczak, Walter A., Section 
Laborer, Dunkirk, N. Y. 21 9 

Trepal, Frank, Boilermaker, 
Collinwood, O. 37 0 

Van Houten, Roy L., Trucker, 
Geneva, N. Y. 40 0 

Vitaro, Joseph, Section Laborer. 
Newark, N. Y. 25 0 

Wasnik, Mike, Machinist, 
Dewitt, N. Y. 37 5 

Watson, William, Section Laborer, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 21 7 

Whalen, Frank J,, Locomotive 
Engineer, Erie Division 39 2 

Williams, Thomas N., Portable 
Steam Equipment Operator, 
Albany, N. V. 24 5 

Wilson, Jesse F., Brakeman, 
Illinois Division 36 6 

Wolf, Fred W., Ticket Agent, 
Buffalo, N . Y . 47 11 

Yaeger, Leo J., Car Repairer, 
Chicago, Ill. 20 11 
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Central Bowlers Among Leaders in Annual Pin Tournament At Cleveland 

A s a clerk in the Capital Expenditures Office, N e w York, Wi l l iam Brink-
erhoff (seated) should be g o o d at figures. Nonetheless , fellow N Y C 
bowlers at the Cleveland tourney check up on his scoresheet. T h e y are 
(left to right) R. O g g , D i n i n g Service Department; W . J. Switzer, J. T . 
McKegnay, and J o h n Holbert , all of the Equipment Engineer ing Depart
ment; and A . P . Hi l l , Comptroller's Office, who leads the singles division. 

Bert Proiette, employed in the A c 
count ing Department in N e w York 
City, sizes up the situation before 
sending his ball down the drive for 
what he hopes will be a strike 
to boost his score in the event. 

Central bowlers brought their families and friends to cheer them a long 
at the Cleveland tournament. Seated in the front row are (left to r ight) 
Mrs. W . J . Switzer and her daughter, D o n n a ; and Mrs. Robert O g g . 
I n the second row are Frank Proiette, Mrs. F. J. Jacobsen, Jr., E. C. 
Scovil le of the Central's Test Department in Col l inwood, O. , and 
C. H . Holbert , employed in the Central Terminal at Buffalo, N . Y . 

It appears that N e w York Central 
System bowlers are certain to cut up 
a fair share of the prize money in 
the Silver Anniversary Tournament of 
the American Railway Bowling Asso
ciation. Standings as this was wri t ten 
found Central bowlers among the lead
ers in every division of the 25 th an
nual handicap classic, which draws to 
a close on Apri l 10. 

T h e tourney is being rolled at the 
Alhambra alleys in Cleveland on week
ends. Railroad keglers from all over 
the nation have been hi t t ing the drives 
each week-end since the opening date 
of March 5. 

At the close of the firing on Sunday 
night, March 27, the Central doubles 

team of Turchik and Davern from Ash
tabula, O., led that division wi th a 
total of 1326. 

In the opening week of the tourna
ment, a Central team from Cleveland 
—Josephine 's Cafe—used their handi
cap and hot shooting to push over the 
3,000-mark by 65 pins and take the 
temporary lead in the team event. Since 
that t ime the Stationery Depar tment of 
the Grand Trunk Wes te rn at Battle 
Creek, Mich., shot 3,108 to take over 
the lead. 

A Central man from N e w York con
tinued to hold top spot in the singles 
division as the tournament went into 
its final weeks. H e is A. P . Hil l , Equip
ment Accountant in the Office of Chief 

Accountant, Capital Expenditures. His 
series of 714 withstood the repeated 
blasting of rival keglers for several 
week-ends. 

Nei l Shaner, of the Central 's general 
offices in Cleveland, rolled into second 
place temporarily in the singles, only 
to see his 704 trio pushed back into 
third posit ion by G. Novak of the 
Railway Express Agency, Cleveland. 

J . Brady of N e w York, another 
Central entrant, held third spot in the 
singles event for a while , but his 691 
fell by the wayside under subsequent 
competition. 

Yet another Central kegler, Robert 
O'Brien, Clerk in the Engineering De
partment, N e w York, had a firm grip 

on top spot in the all-events as the 
H E A D L I G H T went to press. His 1929, 
total for all nine games he bowled 
in the tourney, looked like a good 
bet to stand up the rest of the way. 

Teams from various points over the 
entire System traveled to Cleveland to 
participate in the tournament . The 
N e w York Central Athlet ic Associa
tion of Manhat tan alone furnished 12 
five-man teams. These 60 men—15 of 
them accompanied by their wives or 
other members of their families—left 
N e w York in special Pul lman accom
modations which were arranged by the 
Association. T h e Central furnished 
employes with passes for transporta
tion to and from the tournament . 

As the H E A D L I G H T went to press, 
not all the N e w York Central teams 
entered in the tournament had yet per
formed. Other five-man groups from 
Buffalo; Niagara Falls, N . Y . ; De t ro i t ; 
Batavia, N . Y . ; Cleveland; To ledo ; 
and Hol land, O., were due on the 
drives Saturday, Apri l 2. More Buffalo 
five-man groups were to roll Sunday 
Apri l 3. 

In the doubles and singles events 
scheduled for Apri l 3, more Central 
teams were included. They represented 
Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Albany, Toledo, 
Hol land, Batavia, Detroi t and Cleve
land. Even more N Y C teams were to 
bowl Apri l 9 and 10, closing dates of 
the tourney. 

Calling 'Em on Grid Is Lively Spare-time Job 
Tom Timlin always has the last 

word. 
On the football field he does, at any 

rate. Off the field, Tom, a N e w Y o r k 
Central Material Inspector who referees 
professional gridiron contests in his 
spare time, insists he's meek as a lamb, 
not at all the type you'd expect to tell 
some bruising 250-pound tackle that 
he's playing too rough and had bet
ter take it easy. 

"Just because you're boss on the 
football field doesn' t mean you can 
call all the shots everywhere else," 
says Tom. "At home, for instance. Any 
grid official will tell you that his 
family or friends think nothing at all 
of reversing his decisions." 

Tom's job with the Central, work ing 
under the Engineer of Tests, takes h im 
to industrial plants all over the eastern 
part of the country, testing materials 
and equipment items manufactured for 
the N e w York Central . H e pursues his 
sideline—officiating at games of the 
All-America Football Conference—on 
Sundays and days taken from his an
nual vacation allowance. 

H e has been refereeing football 
games just about as long as he has 
been working for the Central. H e 
joined the railroad in 1922 at Buffalo. 
His career as a gr id official began in 
1923. It was preceded by a bril l iant 
record as a player both at Buffalo 
South Park high school and at Niagara 
University. 

Tom still has close ties wi th N i a g -

T o m T i m l i n 

ara, a s trong athletic school even 
though its enrollment is not among 
the largest. H e serves as a member of 
the University's athletic council, pol
icy-making body for school sports 
activities. T o m makes his home in 
Buffalo al though his job with the 
Central keeps him traveling most of 
the t ime. 

Cavorting over the chalked stripes 
once a week or oftener dur ing the pig
skin season seems to have been just 
the th ing to keep T o m in shape. At 
52 he is trim and athletic in appear
ance, and professes to have no great 
difficulty in keeping up wi th 22 young 
juggernauts as they charge about on 
the field. 

H e will admit, however, that the 
job has been made somewhat easier by 
the addition of a fifth official, an in
novation adopted by the big profes
sional leagues at Tom's suggestion a 
few years back. " T h e game was speed
ing up so much that four men could 
no longer handle it properly," T o m 
says; "so we added a sideline judge 
to help keep an eye on th ings ." 

Outstanding Referee 

Tom has made an outstanding name 
for himself in officiating circles. Be
ing chosen to work All-America Con
ference games is, in itself, a mark of 
distinction. In 1 9 4 4 , when he was 
handl ing big college games, he was 
named the outstanding college football 
referee by the publication, Sporting 
News. T h e same year, he won na
tional acclaim for his work in the 
Army-Navy game. T h e job he did in 
that game was called one of the most 
brill iant pieces of officiating of all 
t ime. 

Presently T o m is in charge of rec
ommendat ions for rules changes in the 
All-America Conference. H e usually 
has a sheaf of papers per ta ining to 
the subject in his pocket—ideas jotted 
down in odd moments on a train or in 
a hotel room at night when he is on 
the road. Periodically he submits his 
suggestions for rules modifications to 
a committee of Conference coaches, 
who have the final say on adopt ing 
them. 

W i t h the more frequent player sub
stitutions that are now made by many 
teams, T o m isn' t so sure that gr id of
ficials don' t get as much of a workout 
as any one else on the field. H e fre
quently sheds as much as 8 to 1 0 
pounds dur ing a game. In a game 

played in mid-summer temperatures in 
Chicago last August , he left the field 
with 12 pounds less than he had gone 
on with at the start of the proceedings. 

Always Studying 

A thorough knowledge of the game, 
quick reflexes, good physical condi
tion, and the ability to concentrate 
completely on the business at hand 
are the qualities a football official needs 
most, according to Tom. H e doesn't 
think a good referee need necessarily 
have played the game, but he certainly 
needs to be a student of it. "I never 
get done studying football," he says. 
"Right up to the start of a game, I 
keep going over in my mind all the 
possible situations that may arise and 
deciding how any one of them should 
be handled." 

Once the game has begun, however, 
he lets nothing enter his mind except 
what is happening on the field. "If an 
official were to let his thoughts wan
der for a split-second," he cautions, 
" the whole game could get away from 
him for keeps." 

Yes, Tom admits, football officials do 
make mistakes like anybody else. But 
they don' t talk about them. They ' re 
more likely to talk about some of the 
thrills they experience in the course of 
their work . Such as the 28-28 tie be
tween the Cleveland Browns and the 
N e w York Yankees in 1947, when 
Cleveland came back after trail ing, 
28-7, at the half. "Tha t was the most 
exciting game I ever worked," says 
Tom. 

The most momentous single de
cision he ever made on the field, T o m 
believes, is the one on which hinged 
the All-America championship in 1946. 
In the crucial play, halfback Edgar 
Jones of the Cleveland Browns carried 
the ball into the line, was stopped, and 
then lost the ball . T h e opposing N e w 
York Yankees recovered it. 

Tom ruled, however, that Jones 's 
forward mot ion had been stopped, and 
therefore the play completed, before 
the ball got away from him. As a 
result the Browns, w h o were two points 
behind wi th only five minutes left in 
the game, kept the ball. They went on 
to score and win the game and cham
pionship, 14-9. 

" W h e n you're calling a play, you 
don' t stop to think that a championship 
may depend on it ," Tom says. "You 
call each play on its own merits . Think
ing about the consequences would only 

confuse your decision. T h e only fair 
way is to call one play at a t ime." 

As a man who spends his autumn 
Sunday afternoons mingl ing with the 
greatest names in football, Tom comes 
in for a lot of questions from grid 
fans among his friends and acquaint
ances, including his associates on the 
Central. " W h a t kind of a person is 
Ot to Graham up close?" they're likely 
to ask. Or "Is Y . A . Tit t le as good as 
the papers say?" 

Tom's unvarying answer is, "They ' re 
all human beings just like the rest of 
us. N o , they're not hard to get along 
wi th ." 

Friends and co-workers don' t hesi
tate to pass judgment on his officiating, 
T o m says. If they disagree with one 
of his decisions, they'll be telling h im 
about it for weeks afterward. "There 
are just as many grandstand referees 
as there are Monday morn ing quarter

backs," according to his experience. 
In Tom's opinion the type of play 

that leads to the greatest number of 
unpopular decisions is the kind in
volving interference with the receiver 
of a forward pass. "Fans of the team 
that an interference decision goes 
against always feel the referee was 
wrong," he says. H e feels that this 
situation stems mainly from the fact 
that few spectators understand fully 
the rules applying to interference with 
passes. 

The 1949 season is still several 
months away, but Tom is already mak
ing plans for it. Every chance he gets, 
he takes a long walk, or perhaps even 
a trot, to keep those legs in shape 
for the running they'll have to do next 
fall. As for the eagle eye, well , "Work
ing as a Material Inspector isn' t a 
bad way of training yourself to keep 
on the alert ," says T o m . 

Photo by New York Times (Ernest Sisto) 
N o t h i n g beats T o m Timlin's refereeing job for seeing things u p close. 
Here T o m is right on top of the "upside-down tackle" play that mil l ions 
of people saw in their newspapers back in 1947. It happened in a 
N e w York Yankees-San Francisco 49'ers game played in Yankee Stadium, 
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NYC Handles Giant Shipment for Power Plant 
N O R O U T I N E J O B is the handl ing 
of a piece of equipment like that 
shown at the right. Major part of 
a steam turbine, it was transported 
by the Central from the General 
Electric plant at Schenectady, N . Y . , 
to Porter, Ind . From there into 
Chicago, its final destination, rout
ing over four different railroads was 
necessary in order to avoid bridges, 
viaducts, and tunnels . 

W e i g h t of the shipment was 388,-
540 pounds . Gross weight including 
car was 5 3 0 , 0 0 0 pounds . T o date 
this is the heaviest shipment ever 
moved on the N Y C T h e special flat 
car on which it was loaded is o n e 
of three such owned by the Central. 

Consignee was the Commonweal th 
Edison Co . of Chicago, which will 
use the turbine in a power plant to 
be completed some time this summer. 

Photo by Cleveland Plain Dealer 

N E W C H I E F of Pol ice for the N e w 
York Central's Big Four District is 
Wi l l iam J . Dav i s . (Story o n page 3 . ) 

T E L L I N G T I M E by tape is T e d Koczorowski 
of the Central's Valve Pilot Department , 
Buffalo. T h e instrument h e is using indicates 
how m u c h time was used o n a train run by 
reading a tape taken from the locomotive 
speedometer. T h e tape gives a detailed record 
of the engine's performance during the run. 

A N O T H E R N Y C Secretary to get an "Office Orch id" 
citation from the N . Y . Journal-American is Patricia 
Densmore ( a b o v e ) , who was called "charming and 
vivacious." A picture of her was printed in the J-A. 

T A K I N G T H E T A P E from a loco
motive speedometer here is Valve 
Pilot Inspector Frank A . Pelgrin. 
Heal th chart of the locomotive, this 
roll of paper shows by means of 
penci led lines the efficiency of the 
engine's performance. Every tape is 
checked against a "profile" of the 
division over which the run was 
made. Comparison indicates how 
well the engine , and the Eng ineman, 
did. 

T h e N e w York Central played a 
leading part in development of the 
valve pilot mechanism which makes 
tape recording of engine perform
ance possible. M a n y railroads now 
make extensive use of the valve pilot. 

BRIDE, G R O O M , and parents of 
both arc all N e w York Central 
employes. Married at Indianapol i s 
recently, Margaret O'Gara, Secre
tary in the N Y C Freight Office 
there, and T h o m a s A . Reckley, 
Switchtender now o n fur lough while 
attending col lege, are shown above. 
Both the bride's and the groom's 
fathers are employed by the N Y C . 

O N T H E C E N T R A L ' S Peoria & Eastern Railroad is this new coal t ipp l e and washing plant of the Fairview Collieries Corp. , at Hil l iary, I l l . 
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Words of Wisdom 
T H I S page, in a recent issue, paid tribute to Abraham Lincoln as 

in example of the opportunit ies for self-development and ac
complishment that are the heritage of Americans. The recitation in 
the House of Representatives a number of weeks ago of ten state
ments said to have been uttered by Lincoln served to emphasize again 
how much we have to learn from the experience and wisdom of 
men like him who have gone before us. In the thought that the clear, 
simple truths they express may give us some light in these confusing 
times, these statements are repeated here : 

You cannot br ing about prosperity by discouraging thrift. 
You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong. 
You cannot help strong men by tearing down big men. 
You cannot help the wage earner by pul l ing down the wage 

payer. 
You cannot further the brotherhood of man by encouraging 

class hatred. 

You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich. 
You cannot establish sound security on borrowed money. 
You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than you 

earn. 

You cannot build character and courage by taking away man's 
initiative and independence. 

You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what 
they could and should do for themselves, 

Bond Drive Coming 
The Treasury Depar tment of the Uni ted States, taking note of the 

fact that a large number of railroad employes throughout the country 
will shortly be receiving substantial amounts of retroactive pay, has 
suggested that U.S. Savings Bonds provide a good means of investing 
that money. 

T h e Treasury Depar tment is about to launch an "Oppor tun i ty" 
Savings Bond drive and hopes that many railroad workers will use this 
means of investing safely and profitably the money they will get 
through their retroactive pay increases. 

Pats 
On the Back 

That extra service and courtesy 
that N e w York Central people em
ploy in their dealings with passengers 
and customers continues to draw 
letters from an appreciative and satis
fied public. A few of this month 's 
commendations are quoted below. 

They Miss Him 
E. H . Bernhardt, retired James 

Whi tcomb Riley Conductor, was 
praised in a recent letter from Wi l l i am 
E. Gray, Vice President of the Peer
less Equipment Company in Chicago. 
Mr. Gray said that Mr. Bernhardt 
"at all times left the impression of a 
friendly official who was interested 
in the comfort of the traveler." 

N o w that Conductor Bernhardt has 
retired, Mr . Gray says that "all pat
rons on the Riley miss him and wish 
him much future happiness ." 

Finds Tickets 
A University of Michigan student, 

Stanford H . Hartshorn, Jr., wrote to 
James F. Noonan , Central Ticket 
Clerk in Worcester , Mass. , Union 
Station, and thanked him for the per
sonal interest and concern expressed 
by Mr. Noonan . Mr . Har tshorn be
came ill on the night he was due 
to return to the university from his 
home in Worcester . To add to his 
problems, he found he had misplaced 
his tickets. 

Mr. Noonan arranged for the stu
dent 's transportation, and later mailed 
to Mr . Har tshorn the tickets that he 
had lost. D u r i n g the tr ip, Mr . Harts
horn was taken ill and, he related in 
his letter to Mr . Noonan , he was 
treated in a "completely friendly 
manner ." 

H e also remarked that because of 
the courtesy and personal interest dis
played by Ticket Clerk Noonan and 
the crew of the train he rode that 
night, his "regard for the N e w York 
Central Railroad, its employes and its 
officials, has increased one thousand 
percent." 

'Always Enjoys' 
Mr. A. M . Rung, Eastern Sales 

Manager for Trains magazine, de
scribed his recent tr ip on the N e w 
York Central as a "pleasant journey." 
In a letter to the Central, Mr . Rung 
said that on February 17 he had 
breakfast on Train 10 between Roches
ter and Syracuse and that the food 
was the best he had ever eaten. H e 
called the steward "solicitous and 
friendly." 

Let's Know the Facts 

A Job for All of Us 
-Another in a Series by G. Metzman, President-

Here's the Answer 
To t h e P u z z l e o n p a g e 4 
Eastbound train pulls into pass

ing track with 20 cars, uncoupling 
its rear five cars and leaving them 
on the main. Westbound train pulls 
ahead and couples onto the five 
cars and continues ahead until the 
rear of the train completely clears 
the siding. 

Then Eastbound train pulls out 
of siding with 20 cars and goes 
East about 1/4 mile. Wes tbound 
train now backs up into siding 
dropping the five cars of the East-
bound train in the siding. 

H e continues backing until the 
engine d e a r s the East switch, then 
highballs West . Eastbound train 
now backs up into siding, couples 
on to his five cars and goes East. 

This puzzle was reprinted by cour
tesy of the Canadian Pacific Spanner. 

APRIL is "Perfect Shipping M o n t h . " For the 13th year, the Re-
gional Shippers Advisory Boards are carrying on a special, 

month- long campaign against loss and damage to shipments of freight. 
Throughout the country they are calling the attention of shippers, 
receivers, and carriers to the need for cutt ing down on losses to goods 
in transit. 

This is a clear indication of how concerned these sh ippers—who 
are also our customers—are about having their goods arrive at des
tination in perfect condit ion. It should be a tip to us, too, that we 
have to be just as concerned as they are over the safety of their 
shipments if we are to have .the benefit of their business. 

T h e safe hand l ing of freight, to prevent loss and damage, is a 
subject that the management of this railroad repeatedly discusses 
with its employes. If any of you were in a position to see the over
all amount of harm that can arise from improper handl ing of freight, 
you would agree that the subject is well wor th discussion. 

Bad Handling Costs Business 
First of all, bad handl ing costs us business. Manufacturers don ' t 

like to have their products arrive at a dealer's store in damaged 
condition. W h e n that happens, they begin to look around for an
other way to ship. Dealers who are counting on an item for sale 
have a right to complain when that item turns up missing in a ship
ment, or comes in unsalable because of damage. They may tell the 
manufacturer to use some other means of transport in sending the 
next consignment. And when traffic is diverted from us to some 
other means of transport , it hurts the railroad and hurts railroad jobs. 
If such diversion becomes widespread, it destroys jobs. 

Paying claims to shippers or consignees doesn't help matters 
much. They want goods to sell, not claim checks. 

A second point : while our paying claims doesn' t console the ship
per or consignee, it does drain money away from us. Frequently a 
claim for damage to one part of a shipment wipes out the revenue 
received for the entire shipment. That , you will agree, is not a 
very profitable way to run a business. 

1948 Claim Bill Over $11 Million 
You will probably be surprised to learn that, for every $100 we 

received in freight revenues last year, we had to pay out $1.86 for 
loss and damage. Our total claim bill dur ing the year was $11,193,-
975. N o t all of this, I am pleased to say, represented loss and dam
age suffered in 19-18;. some of it was for loss and damage which oc
curred in previous years. Nevertheless, it represents money paid out 
for claims, many of which could have been avoided with the right 
kind of handl ing . 

A third result of improper freight hand l ing is that it strikes a blow 
at the whole productive system by which we Americans raise our 
own standard of living and make our country a great place to live. 
T h e more we produce, the better we l ive—that 's a simple fact we're 
gett ing to understand better as we pay more attention to the details 
of our economic way of life. W h e n a shipment of goods suffers dam
age or loss in transit, a certain amount of product ion has been de
stroyed. Goods that would have been useful to somebody have been 
rendered useless. Our progress has been set back. 

Transportat ion, the service we perform, is a vital step in produc
tion, as long as it "delivers the goods" and delivers them in good 
condition. W h e n it doesn't, then it is destroying rather than producing. 

We Have to Do More 
From the reports I receive, and from my own observations, I be

lieve that N e w York Central people are making a real effort to fight 
this enemy, freight loss and damage. I think our freight station forces, 
who have so much to do with the care of less-than-carload shipments ; 
our yard employes, on whom we rely for the all-important careful 
switching of cars; our equipment forces; our agents; our clerical 
workers—in short, everybody Who directly or indirectly enters into 
the picture of freight handl ing—al l of them, I think, are trying to 
improve the situation. 

The figures show, however, that we are going to have to do more. 
W e ' r e still hur t ing ourselves by al lowing the rate of loss and dam
age to be as high as it is. Tha t is why we all ought to join our ship
per friends this month in striving for perfect shipping. Let us each 
make this a matter of personal pride, as well as a matter of real 
concern to our pocketbooks. Especially if we work at a job connected 
with the movement of freight, let 's start in right away doing that 
job better, from the standpoint of curbing loss and damage. 

The shippers are looking to us in Apr i l—looking , as we are, for 
an improvement in the loss and damage situation. T h e careful 
habits all of us form in Apri l will favorably affect the other months 
of the year. 

A marked decrease in loss and damage is our goal in 1949. It is 
u p to us to make good. I am confident that each one of us on the 
N e w York Central will put his personal efforts behind this very 
important drive to prevent loss and damage to freight. 


