
S/Sergt Gibbs Tells of Thrills 

A s He Flew on N . Y. Central II's 

First Bomb Mission Over Italy 

By S/Sgt. Anthony J. Gibbs 
Furloughed New York Central Employe 

FROM A 12TH ARMY AIR 
FORCE BOMBER BASE. — I was 
sure glad to see her come in — that 
new B-26 Marauder presented to the 
Army Air Forces by New York Cen­
tral employes as a cash gift. She had 
had a long hard trip overseas, through 
some of the worst weather imagin­
able. Part of the way was on instru­
ments, for even a good crew like the 
New York Central's couldn't hope to 
get through it with ordinary naviga­
tion. 

My first thought was to go on the 
Marauder's maiden mission. After 
some persuasion, it was arranged, and 
I could hardly wait until her extra 
combat equipment was installed, and 
the crew chief pronounced her ready 
for battle. 

The target chosen for that day was 
Cassino, the scene of the bitter strug­
gle between the Fifth Army and the 
defending Germans, pressed on two 
sides by Allied forces. At that stage 
of the Italian campaign, it was just 
north of the battle front, and what 
air crews term a "hot target," due to 
the inevitable enemy defenses . . . 
anti-aircraft guns. And the Germans 
know how to use them, too. 

I thought we'd never get under 
way. There was endless waiting for 
the pilots, then the navigators, and 
finally, when they all arrived at the 
new plane, there was the necessary 
"briefing." "Briefing" is really the in­
structions to the crew. They learn 
from the pilot and navigator what 
part they are to play in the bombing 
of their objective for the day. They 
are told about weather conditions over 
the target; what defenses are likely to 
be encountered. And lastly, they learn 
what position they will fly in their 
formation, and the time they are to 
be over the target. 

It was all essential to the success 
of the mission. But I wanted to get 
going, and to feel the powerful motors 
of that new Marauder lift us off" the 
ground and into the air. 

At last, all was ready. With a final 
check of the bomber, we taxied onto 
the runway. Here again, a delay. We 
took our turn finally, and after a long, 
smooth take-off, the ground seemed 
to fall out from under us, and the 
NEW YORK CENTRAL II was on her 
way, loaded down with high explo­
sives for Cassino. 

At first, the novelty kept me watch­
ing every movement of the crew mem­
bers. They all worked as a team, from 
long experience and training, and 
from their flight together, bringing 

(Concluded on Page Seven) 

Six Feet, Seven Inches 

Riviera Bombed 
By IS. Y. Central II 

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL II, a 
B-26 Marauder purchased by em­

ployes of the New York Central 
Railroad to replace their original 
medium bomber, NEW YORK CEN­
TRAL I, is now in service in the Medi­
terranean theater, blasting German 
transportation and other strategic 
targets in Italy and France, Robert 
A. Lovett, Assistant Secretary of 
War for Air, revealed in a recent 
letter to L. W. Horning, Vice Presi-
dent. Personnel. 

Cassino, Italy, was the first target 
of the newly commissioned Ma­
rauder, where, on November 16, a 
perfect pattern of bombs was drop­
ped right in the center of the Ger­
man-held city. 

On subsequent missions, targets 
in northern Italy and the French 
Riviera have taken the NEW YORK 
CENTRAL II far across the Medi­
terranean in its attacks on enemy-
held strategic points. 

The crew of the original NEW 
YORK CENTRAL I has completed its 
tour of duty in this theater, and the 
present crew will remain with the 
new plane. 

N . Y . C . System Needs More M e n , 

Employes Urged to Help R e c r u i t 

Workers in Manpower Campaign 

Chicago Boy Killed 

A p r i l C a m p a i g n 

A i m s t o P r e v e n t 

P r o d u c t s ' W a s t e 

To protect America's production, a 
"Perfect Shipping Campaign" will be 

eighth successive year by the Regional 
Shippers' Advisory Boards, with the 
cooperation of individual shippers, traf­
fic organizations, chambers of com­
merce, the carriers, the Office of De­
fense Transportation, the War Produc­
tion Board, the Department of Com­
merce and other government agencies. 

The Campaign in this crucial year is 
more important than ever before, be­
cause so much of the total production 
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NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM em­
ployes are among the railroad workers 
who have been asked by & t Office of 
Defense Transportation to join in a 
campaign to fill 100,000 present and 
impending job vacancies on he rail­
roads of the United States. 

The NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM 
can use several thousand additional 
employes, if they can be obtained. 

This manpower drive is being con­
ducted by representatives of the rail­
road labor organizations, the War Man­
power Commission, the ODT, :;he Rail­
road Retirement Board, the Associa­
tion of American Railroads and the Of­
fice of War Information. 

Hiring will be done directly by the 
railroads' employment offices and 
through the field offices of the Rail­
road Retirement Board and the local 
offices of the War Manpower Com­
mission's U. S. Employment Service. 

Employes are urged to t e l l their 
friends and acquaintances of the op­
portunities open and to stress some of 
the advantages of railroad work — va­
cations with pay; stable labor regula­
tions ; federal retirement and unemploy­
ment insurance plans and seniority 
rights in a permanent industry. 

Richard Charles Johnston, Signal­
man 2/c, U. S. Navy, and former em-
ploye of the Transportation Bureau 
Chicago, was killed when in service 
off the coast of New Jersey, January 
6. His death is understood to have 
been the result of an accident while 
he was on convoy duty, aboard the 
USS St. Augustine. 

Richard Johnston was the son of 
Everett M. Johnston, retired New York 
Central employe. He is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Bernice Mary Johnston, 
his mother and father, and a brother, 
Allan, Signalman 2/c, now on active 
duty with the Navy somewhere in the 
Pacific. 

Missing in New Guinea 
Russell Draper, Car Inspector at Hill 

Yard, Indianapolis, has been notified 
by the War Department that his son, 
Staff Sergeant John Draper, 21, re­
ported lost December 31 in New 
Guinea, still is missing. He was a 
member of a crew of a transport plane 
which crashed in the New Guinea 
jungle. He had been in service eigh­
teen months. 

F ranc is M o t s c h m a n , 

A i r G u n n e r , M i s s i n g 

Word has been received that S/Sergt. 
Francis J. Motschman, son of Roy A. 
Motschman, Plumber in the LaSalle 
Street Station, Chicago, is reported 
missing in action. 

S/Sergt. Motschman, whose picture 
appeared in the March issue of the 

HEADLIGHT, was stationed in England 
and served as a turret gunner on a 
bomber. He had received the Air 
Medal, with one cluster. 

Mr. Motschman has two other sons, 
William and Roy, in service. 

Navy Mobile Unit Can Generate Electricity for City of l0,000 

N. Y. C. Man Saves 
Wounded Marine 

RECENT news dispatches told of 
the heroic rescue of a comrade 

by Pfc. Richard Scheidt of West 
Newark, N. J., formerly a locomo­
tive fireman on the River Division. 

Scheidt was with a Marine Corps 
Company that fought on Namur 
Island, Kwajalein, during the inva­
sion of this atoll. 

One of Scheldt's comrades was 
blinded by shrapnel and became 
isolated in an enemy area covered 
by Japanese gun fire. Scheidt saw 
his predicament, crawled to his aid, 
extended his rifle, which was seized 
by the blinded man and then led 
him to safety. 

Scheidt has been in the Marine 
Corps since October 12, 1943. 

Son Dies in Italy 
E. W. Evermon, Section Stockman, 

Stores Department, Mattoon, Illinois, 
recently received word from the War 
Department that his son, Ernest, Jr., 
21, died in Italy, February 1, from ef­
fects of wounds suffered in action. He 
had been in Italy since about Thanks­
giving Day. His parents received a let­
ter from him dated January 26. 

Is Now in England 
Joseph J. Holtmann, formerly As­

sistant Chief Clerk in the division 
freight office, Cincinnati, is now a 
Corporal in the traffic regulation sec­
tion of the Army Transportation 
Corps. He entered the service last No­
vember and his family recently heard 
from him from England. His brother, 
J. F. Holtmann, is Chief Clerk in the 
Industrial Department, Cincinnati. 

This railroad power plant was constructed by the General Electric Company for the U. S. Navy. New York Central 
Engineers aided in planning it for use on railroad equipment. 

Arthur Lindner, a foreman in the 
Material Inspection Department, Col-
linwood, under H. L. Hamilton, died 
March 5. 

Killed in Italy 
Samuel Anthony Currao, St. Johns 

Park Laborer, was killed in action in 
Italy, February 7. 

Miss Rose Dunn, 23, daughter of A. T. 
Dunn, City Freight Agent, New York 
City, is a Seaman 2nd Class in the 
WAVES. Stationed at Norman, Okla­
homa, she has been in the service 
five months and is studying to be a 

Machinist's Mate. 

William K. Hawthorne a former New 
York Central Policeman, is one of the 
largest men in the United States Army, 
being over six feet, 7 inches tall and 
weighing 275 pounds. He is a Tech­
nician and is stationed at Lawson 
General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia. 
He is so big that it took the Army 
almost four months to equip him. He is 
a son of C. H. Hawthorne, who is 
employed by the Power Department as 
Heating and Air Conditioning Inspec­
tor at Grand Central Terminal. He is 
also a cousin of "Scarsdale Jack" 
Newkirk, who lost his life while Flight 
Commander with the Flying Tigers in 
China. Shown with Hawthorne is his 
mother. 


