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Central First Road to Buy This New Car 

H E R E is t h e D i e s e l - p o w e r e d , s e l f - p r o p e l l e d R D C - 1 p a s s e n g e r c a r b u i l t b y t h e B u d d Co. 
T h e C e n t r a l has o r d e r e d t w o of t h e m a n d p l a n s to u s e t h e m on B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r - S p r i n g f i e l d 
r u n s on t h e Bos ton & A l b a n y R a i l r o a d . N Y C w a s t h e first r a i l r o a d to b u y t h e R D C - 1 . 

Orders Will Bring System's 
Total Diesel HP to 1117,000 

More Diesel - e lect r ic mo t i ve 
powe r is on its w a y to t he New 
York Cen t ra l Sys tem. Orde rs 
w e r e p laced last m o n t h for an 
add i t iona l 137 un i ts to ta l ing 
136,000 horsepower . 

The n e w Diesels wi l l cost 
$14,500,000. They inc lude four 
road passenger un i ts a n d 133 
ya rd and road swi tchers . 

W i th the n e w uni ts , the Cen­
t ra l a n d affil iated ra i l roads wi l l 
have a to ta l of 998 Diesel-elec­
t r ic un i ts , w i t h to ta l ho rsepower 
a m o u n t i n g to 1,117.000. 

The four un i ts of road pas­
senger power , wh ich wi l l m a k e 
a to ta l of 72 such un i ts pu l l ing 
lead ing passenger t ra ins on the 
Cent ra l ' s Sys tem, wi l l be used 
in t h rough serv ice on the Boston 
& A lbany Ra i l road be tween Bos­
ton and Chicago and St. Louis. 

As to type, t he swi tch ing loco­
mot ives inc lude t w e n t y 1,500-

h p road swi tchers , s ix 1,200-hp 
ya rd swi tchers , forty-seven 1,000-
h p y a r d swi tchers , s ix teen 1,000-
h p road swi tchers , two 800-hp 
ya rd swi tchers , and forty- two 
600-hp ya rd swi tchers . 

Del iver ies a re expec ted to be­
gin in J u n e and to be comple ted 
before the end of th is year . 

Manu fac tu re rs shar ing in the 
o rders a re Elect ro-Mot ive Di­
vis ion of Genera l Motors Corp. ; 
Amer i can Locomot ive Co.; Fa i r ­
banks , Morse & Co.; and L ima-
Hami l ton Corp. 

Diesel-electr ic equ ipmen t sti l l 
to be received from prev ious or­
ders inc ludes 61 swi tch ing loco­
mot ives, 19 road sw i tch ing lo­
comot ives, and 15 road f re ight 
un i ts . 

Las t November , before the 
coal emergency reduced to ta l 
passenger service, Diesel-pow­
ered passenger serv ice, by mi les, 

'49 Annual Report 

Out Next Month 
The s to ry of 1949 on the Cen­

t ra l wi l l a p p e a r nex t m o n t h w i t h 
pub l ica t ion of the NYC a n n u a l 
repor t . Char ts , g raphs , p ic tu res , 
and tex t combine in t he repo r t 
to show w h a t the ra i l r oad d id 
in '49. 

W h e r e the Cen t ra l ' s r evenues 
came from, w h a t expend i t u res 
we re m a d e for, and w h a t was 
done to m a k e the Cen t ra l a bet­
ter ra i l road and a be t te r p lace 
to wo rk—these and o the r sub­
jects wi l l be exp la ined in easy-
to- read form. 

D is t r ibu t ion of t he repo r t wi l l 
be m a d e to employes at al l po in ts 
du r ing the m o n t h of Apr i l . 

a l ready had c l imbed to 29.8% of 
the total . In f re ight serv ice, 
23.9% of NYC mi leage was 
Diesel -drawn. The percen tage 
was h ighest of al l in sw i tch ing 
serv ice, w h e r e Diesel power ac­
counted for 43.5% of the to ta l 
opera t ion . 

New Freight 
Car Order for 
$23.7 Million 

' In the biggest ra i l road f re ight 
car pu rchase m a d e by any road 
in mo re t han a year , the NYC 
Sys tem has o rdered $23.7 mi l l ion 
w o r t h of n e w ro l l ing stock. 

The 4,500 cars compr ised :n 
the o rder a re due to be rece ived 
before the end of th is year . They 
inc lude 2,500 all-steel, '55-ton box 
cars of t he 40 foot-6 inch leng th 
var ie ty ; 500 box cars of 55-ton 
capac i ty and 50 foot-6 inch 
leng th ; and 1,500 70-ton gondolas. 

The New York Cen t ra l Rai l ­
road wi l l rece ive 2,000 of the box 
cars ; t he P i t t sbu rgh & L a k e Er ie 
Ra i l road wi l l get the o ther 1,000 
box cars and al l 1,500 gondolas. 

Despatch W i l l Build 

Despa tch Shops, Inc., at East 
Rochester , N. Y., wi l l bu i ld al l 
the cars excep t 1,500 of the box 
cars, to be bu i l t by Pu l lman -
S tanda rd . 

The Cent ra l ' s w h o p p i n g order 
tops any m a d e by a n o t h e r road 
since Apr i l , 1948. Las t pu rchase 
to beat it was NYC's own buy of 
5,350 cars in December , 1948. 

In. addi t ion to the equ ipmen t 
jus t o rdered, the Cen t ra l has 
coming f rom prev ious orders 600 
55-ton hopper cars and 500 70-
ton flat cars . 

Passenger equ ipmen t on o rde r 
includes 100 a i r -condi t ioned mu l ­
t ip le-uni t cars for use in the New 
York City commuta t i on a rea 
and the two RDC-1 Diesel -pow­
ered cars scheduled to be used 
on the Boston & A lbany Rai l ­
road (see p ic tu re th is p a g e ) . 

King Can Do No Wrong 
A n o t h e r ra i l road 's face w a s 

red—and its t ra in la te leav ing 
N e w York for Ch icago—recent ly 
w h e n ex-king P e t e r of Yugo­
s lav ia d idn ' t show up for t he 
t ra in he was scheduled to r ide . 
Af ter d e p a r t u r e had been de­
layed, it was learned the ex-
m o n a r c h had gone NYC instead. 


