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Tell the People of Their Stake in 

Railroads'' President Metzman Tells 

Western Railway Club in Chicago 

B o m b e r " N . Y . C e n t r a l I I E x p l o d e s 

o v e r G e r m a n y ; 8 i n C r e w M i s s i n g 

West Albany Flier 
Missing in Germany 

Second Marauder Given to Army Air Forces by 
Railroad's Employes Hit by Anti-Aircraft Fire, 
January 1, on 103rd Mission—Four to Six Para­
chutes Seen After Hit 

NEWS of the loss of the "New York Central II," B-26 Marauder bomber 
presented September 12, 1943, by the employes of the New York Central 

System to the Army Air Forces, through cash gifts, was received in a cable­
gram from the Mediterranean Allied Air Force to Headquarters of the Army 
Air Forces in Washington, February 27. 

The bomber was hit by German anti-aircraft fire on its 103d combat mission, 
January 1. The plane exploded and four to six parachutes were seen to leave 
it but the crew members flying on that day are still reported missing in action. 
It had been in overseas service since November 26, 1943, making its first 
combat mission over Cassino, Italy. 

Its predecessor, the bomber "New 

President Metzman speaking before the Western Railway Club in Chicago, 
February 5. 

INFORMED public opinion upon which can be built sound transportation 
policies is the key to better transportation for the American people, Gustav 

Metzman, President of the New York Central, told an audience of railway and 
railway supply men, February 5, at the Western Railway Club, Chicago. 

Mr. Metzman observed that not only have the railroads done a good job 
during the war; they have also given the public the facts about their per­
formance, with the result that people generally give the railroads credit for a 

Louis Portonova, Laborer, West Albany 
Locomotive Shops, was recently ad­
vised by the War Department that his 
son, S/Sergt. Vito Portonova, was re­
ported missing over Germany in De­
cember, 1944. 

Vito Portonova formerly was em­
ployed at West Albany Shops as a 
Boilermaker Apprentice until his enlist­
ment in November, 1942. He received 
his preliminary training at Miami 
Beach and New Orleans and was as­
signed to service overseas in March, 
1944. He had completed 65 missions 
and had been awarded the Air Medal. 

S/Sergt. Portonova has two brothers, 
Arthur, who is in the Coast Guard, and 

Anthony, and three sisters, Mary, 
Yolando and Virginia. 

York Central I," also a gift of the 
New York Central's employes, was 
shot down in North Africa, February 
24, 1943, after 13 combat flights dur­
ing which it destroyed six Axis planes. 

The outstanding achievements of the 
"New York Central II" and its crew 
are described in the following cable­
gram sent to the Editor of The Head­
light by Brig. Gen. Reuben C. Hood, 
Jr., Deputy Chief of Air Staff: 

" 'New York Central II,' a B-26 
Marauder, gift of the employes of the 
New York Central System to the Army 
Air Forces, was shot down January 1, 
by German anti-aircraft guns, 10 sec­
onds after the medium bomber dropped 
its bombs, in a good concentration, on 
enemy barracks and supply buildings 
during mission with the AAF's oldest 
medium bombardment group over en­
emy targets. It was the fortieth time 
the 'New York Central II' had led an 
entire formation. 

"The plane was hit in the left en­
gine by flak at the target, lost altitude 

Ohio Central Agent's 
Son Dies in Battle 

PFC. Walter Rex Dunfee was killed 
in action in Germany, November 

17. He was the fourth and youngest 
son of F. E. Dunfee, Agent at Rut­
land, Ohio and Mrs. Dunfee. 

Three brothers, all of whom are 
or have been in the service, survive. 
One, Pfc. Fred Dunfee has been in 
the South Pacific area of operations 
for 33 months. Another, R. C. Dun­
fee was a prisoner of war in Italy 
for eighteen months but finally es­
caped and is now at Fort Sill, 
Okla. where he is receiving special 
training. 

The third, W. H. Dunfee, after 
six months of Military Service, was 
discharged, and has returned to his 
former job as Operator at Corn­
ing, Ohio. 

New York Maintenance 
of Way Men Retire 

Albert Ahnenan, Carpenter, John Bar­
ber, Stationary Engineer, Spuyten 
Duyvil Bridge, James Ward, Bridge 
Foreman, and Michael Caprio, Mason, 
were given a farewell dinner February 
21, by associates of the Maintenance 
of Way Department at Bordewick Res­
taurant, The Bronx, N. Y., when they 
retired with a total of 111 years of ser­
vice. Present were E. R. Tattershall, 
General Supervisor, Work Equipment; 
Mr. Ahnenan; J. N. Grim, Engineer of 
Track, Lines East; Mr. Barber; F. G. 
Smith, Electric Division Engineer; Mr. 
Ward; J. F. Redman, Supervisor, Struc­
tures; Mr. Caprio; C. Tinnelly, General 
Foreman, Bridges; and J. H. Kelly, En­
gineer, Maintenance of Way, Lines East. 

destroyed. Debris flew into the air 
higher than the attacking B-26, and 
two main railroad lines were com­
pletely blocked as a result of the 
attack. 

"The 'Central' as it was sometimes 
called, used only three sets of twin 
engines during its campaigning and 
always was ready to fly. S/Sergt. 
Surtney D. Koopmin, 8018 Vincennes 
Ave., Chicago, the crew chief, recalls 
that his plane remained behind only 
three times when it was scheduled to 
fly, once with a broken axle, once 
when a tire blew out on the takeoff 
and once when the electrical system 
was not functioning properly. 

"Until its last mission only one of 
its crew members ever was wounded 
by flak while flying in the bomber. 

"T/Sergt. Anthony Gibbs, from 
Crugers, N. Y., a former New York 
Central employe who was instrumental 
in getting the Marauder assigned to 
the Group, states: 'Those who made 
donations to the purchase of New 
York Central II can be sure that 
every minute of her combat life made 
a real contribution to the war effort.' 

"On behalf of the Army Air Forces, 
please express to your employes my 
personal appreciation for their patri­
otic spirit in contributing this air­
plane through cash donations to the 
Army Air Forces. You are to be 
justifiably proud of the achievements 
of 'New York Central II,' " 

G e t s S i l v e r S t a r 

f o r T h r e e W e e k s in 

P o s t U n d e r F i re 

New Yorker Killed 

The Silver Star has been awarded 
to S/Sergt. Robert L. Terry, former 
P. & L.E. Patrolman at East Youngs­
town, Ohio, for gallantry in action in 
France. 

Sergt. Terry, who is in the Field 
Artillery, on August 24, 1944, volun­
teered to set up an observation post 
beyond enemy lines so that the Amer­
icans could observe enemy submarine 
pens and gun replacements. The posi­
tion was so hazardous, the citation 
says, that "once occupied it could not 
be evacuated safely." 

"Disregarding the danger," the 
commendation continued, "he re­
mained there three weeks without re­
lief. During this period he was under 
constant fire from the enemy which 
resulted in two officers being wounded 
and two enlisted men mortally 
wounded." 

In service two years, Sergt. Terry 
trained at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma 
and Camp Howze, Texas. He has been 
overseas a year. 

L i eu t . B u e s c h e r of 

D e t r o i t N o w M i s s i n g 
Lieut. James Buescher, Flying For­

tress Bombagator, and former member 
of the Auditor Passenger Accounts 
office, together with his entire crew, is 
reported to be missing in action since 
a raid over Germany, January 14. 

Killed in Belgium 
Pfc. George I. Zachariah, former 

trackman at Kenton, Ohio, was killed 
in action in Belgium, January 29. His 
wife and four children survive. 

good war job and for doing their best, 
despite war-time exigencies. He urged 
that American railroad men also give 
the people the facts to inform them 
about their stake in the better trans­
portation peace will bring. 

"There is no sound reason," he 
said, "why there should not be a great 
railroad improvement program after 
the war." "This program," he added, 
"would spread employment and pros­
perity and help to solve America's 
Number One post-war problem — 
jobs. But there is a big question: Will 
Government policies permit this im­
provement program to materialize, by 
encouraging the flow of private capital 
funds into railroads, or will they dis­
courage that flow and dry it up?" 

Mr. Metzman urged "self-support­
ing transportation" as the keynote for 
the Government policy that will en­
courage the flow of private capital 
into transportation, consistent with the 
American enterprise system. 

"Our country's interest will be 
served by policies that give the in­
vestors in transportation facilities a 
chance to earn a modest profit and 
get their money back — whether they 
are investing private funds or paying 
taxes which become Government in­
vestments. If our Government-owned 
transport plant — our super highways, 
our waterways and our airports — 
were made really self-supporting, these 
developments could be made free from 
appropriations and from politics. 

"A policy of self-supporting trans­
portation protects the American citizen 
against the loss of his private invest­
ment in private transportation and 
against the wasteful loss of his tax 
dollars invested in public transporta­
tion. Then, private investment in the 
railways can live alongside of Govern­
ment investment in other forms of 
competitive transportation." 

Directly, or indirectly, the whole 
American people have a stake in the 
railroads' welfare, according to Mr. 

(Concluded on page II) 

Private Jerry Heymann, who was em­
ployed in the office of E. E. Pierce, 
General Passenger Agent, New York 
City, was killed in action on the Bel­
gium front January 3, 1945, it was 
announced recently by the War De­
partment. He was employed June 3, 
1942, and enlisted in the Army Feb­
ruary 16, 1943. 

Private Heymann was the second fa­
tality from the Passenger Traffic De­
partment in New York City, the first 
having been E. M. Comerford, reported 
killed in January's Central Headlight. 

JERRY —AGE 20 
To you who gave life that we may live, 
We offer up a prayer; 
You scattered sunshine on those you 

met, 
And helped to banish care. 
We thank you for having passed this 

way 
We surely did enjoy 
Your quiet ways and kindly smile — 
God Bless You, Jerry boy! 

J. W. Alexander 

Private L. R. Norton, former Freight 
Brakeman at Jackson, was killed in 
action in Luxembourg, January 18. Pri­
vate Norton entered military service 
in July, 1944. 

and exploded, crashing almost ten 
miles northwest of the target. Four 
to six parachutes were seen to leave 
the medium bomber, but its eight 
crew members flying on that fateful 
day are missing in action. 

"The crew included: First Lieut. 
Joseph T. Schoeps, Pilot, 221 North 
Springfield Avenue, Chicago; Major 
Hugh S. Teitsworth, Jr., Co-pilot, 210 
W. 11th Street, Pomona, California; 
First Lieut. Camillo W. Tensi, Bom­
bardier, 1710 Summit Avenue, Union 
City, New Jersey; Second Lieut. Ed­
ward J. Purdy, Navigator, 2500 Sheri­
dan South, Minneapolis; First Lieut. 
Thomas F. Ralron, Navigator, 718 
Jefferson Avenue, Scranton, Pa.; 
S/Sergt. Jimmie A. Reesha, radio 
gunner, 1823 S. Westmoreland Ave., 
Los Angeles; S/Sergt. Arlyn L. Lones, 
engineer gunner, Rte. 3, Greenville, 
Tennessee and Pvt. Gerald R. Draper, 
armorer gunner, RFD NRl, Moline, Ill. 

"On November 26, 1943, the Ma­
rauder flew its first combat mission 
over Cassino, Italy, on the 5th Army 
front. On that mission also a good 
concentration of bombs was made in 
the center of the town. The pilot of 
this first mission was Major Ralph 
W. Childers of Fort Worth, Texas 
and Walla Walla, Washington, then 
a Second Lieutenant, who had ferried 
the plane to Africa, where it joined 
the Group with which it was to fly 
over Axis-held targets in Italy, France 
and Germany. Such names as Anzio, 
Leghorn Harbor, Bologna and Toulon 
became very familiar to the pilots 
and crew who flew it. 

"During its 103 missions, 53 bridges 
in Italy and one at Meckareld, Ger­
many, were attacked by the Marauder; 
troop concentrations, supply dumps 
and transportation centers made up 
the remainder of the plane's targets. 
It flew 410 operational combat hours 
and dropped a total of 322,000 pounds 
of bombs over its targets. 

"The medium bomber was the only 
plane of its squadron to fly weather, 
bombing and strafing missions. Dur­
ing one weather mission and low level 
attack on Chiarone, Italy, a railroad 
station, tracks, ties and poles were 


