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Under the Hump 
A tunnel has been buil t under the " h u m p " at the Central 's DeWitt Yard, 

Syracuse, N.Y. The tunnel , pictured above, permits locomotives to reach the yard 's 
diesel service station without having to cross the h u m p track and thus in te r rup t 
classification of freight cars. Besides being one of NYC's major freight classi
fication yards, DeWitt is a key point for fueling of diesels in freight service. 

Your Ideas Can Win You Cash 
Dollars for your ideas—if they win a 

prize in the Central 's contest for posters 
showing how to cut down loss and d a m 
age to freight on the railroad. 

Here 's a chance for you to put your 
ideas to work—for cash. NYC's Freight 
Loss and Damage Prevent ion Bureau is 
holding a contest for the best posters 
NYC employes can tu rn out on p reven
tion of loss and damage to freight 
shipped over the Central . 

Firs t prize will be $50 in cash; second 
prize, $25; third prize, $15; fourth prize, 

$10; and the next six prizes are $5 each. 
The contest is open to all employes of 

the New York Central System, except 
members of the Freight Loss and Dam
age Prevent ion Bureau. 

Posters may deal with any phase of 
loss and damage prevent ion — careful 
handling of cars, careful loading of LCL 
freight, of any other theme you th ink 
may help cut NYC's freight damage bill. 

Express your ideas in your own way. 
A series of cartoons may do the t r ick for 

(Continued on page 14) 

Central to Start 
Speedier Ticket, 
Reservation Plan 

The Central has announced plans to 
inaugurate , on a "pilot" basis, a radically 
new type of t icket office and reservat ion 
system. 

The new plan is an exper iment de 
signed to simplify and speed the sale of 
rai l road and Pu l lman tickets. "We ex 
pect tha t most t ravelers will find tha t 
their ticket purchases, Pu l lman or coach, 
can be handled much faster," said E rn 
est C. Nickerson, NYC's Vice Pres ident 
of Passenger Traffic, in announcing the 
plan. 

The new facility, to serve as a pilot 
installat ion for be t ter customer service 
on the 11,000-mile Centra l System, is 
being constructed at the Cleveland Union 
Terminal . It is expected to be in opera
tion about Apri l 1. 

Devised after many months of in ten
sive study, the new plan will incorporate 
several dramat ic innovations in rai lroad 
ticket selling procedure. They include 
the entirely new device of tickets p r e 
printed to show the train, specific accom
modation, da te and depar tu re t ime, 
making it unnecessary for the seller to 
wr i te on the ticket. 

The new installat ion also will utilize 
a "reservat ion availabil i ty board" which 
will tell both ticket office personnel and 
customers at a glance wha t accommoda
tions are avai lable on principal t rains for 
a number of days. 

Ticket sellers, reservat ion bureau and 
information bureau—all present ly lo
cated in different par ts of the te rminal 
—will be brought into one central loca
tion. 

"In addition to speeding up counter 
sales," Mr. Nickerson said, " the new plan 
will make it possible for the t raveler in 
many cases to purchase and obtain t ick
ets without visiting the ticket office." 

A special depa r tmen t will be set up at 
t he facility to take care of persons whose 

(Continued on page 14) 



WEST POINT STATION was a busy spot as the U. S. Military Academy cadet corps 
marched to board special trains there on way to inaugural parade at Washington, 
D. C. President Eisenhower used this station many times himself in his cadet days. 

BOARDING TRAINS, cadets carried with 
them packs containing their famous dress 
uniforms. Each cadet was assigned a berth. 

PACKING their "shakoes" for parade. Cadets 
J. G. Hove (left), and J. E. Johnson prepare for 
trip to pay respects to the new President. 

'BIG TICKETING JOB wasn't hard 
for Agent W. J. Kent. He is used 
to special moves involving cadets. 

WAVE from E. R. Ahlborn (left), General East
ern Passenger Agent, was send-off for Col. 
Frank W. Herbert, Transportation Officer. 

To the S tat ion, MARCH! 
EIGHT special New York Central t rains last month carried 

the ent i re cadet corps of the U. S. Military Academy from 
West Point, N. Y., to Washington, D. C. There, the cadets paid 
t r ibu te to a West Point "old grad," Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
as he became the th i r ty- four th President of the United 
States . 

The special t ra ins carried 2,297 cadets and Army officers 
from West Point to Washington and back. At the nation's 
capital, the corps as always was a highlight of the colorful 
inaugura l parade. Included in the group was the U. S. Mil
i ta ry Academy Band, composed of 115 Regular Army en
listed men. It took a baggage car in one of the t ra ins to carry 
the band 's ins t ruments . 

The special t rains were made up at three NYC yards. Four 
were assembled at Mott Haven Yard in New York, two at 
Weehawken, N. J., and two at Albany, N. Y„ From these 
yards, the t ra ins were dead-headed to West Point, ready for 
depar tu re the night before the inaugurat ion. A New York 

Central Passenger Representat ive accompanied each train. 
After packing their smart dress uniforms to take along on 

the trip, the cadets marched, in the precise cadence that has 
made them famous, from their bar racks to the NYC station. 

Ira Holmes, NYC Passenger Representat ive, who has been 
handl ing a r rangements for West Pointers ' t ravel for 22 years, 
worked out details of the t r ip wi th Joseph Hynie, civilian 
assistant to the Academy's t ransporta t ion office, Col. F rank 
W. Herbert . 

Star t ing at 7:30 p.m., the trains left West Point at 20-
minute intervals. Five were t ransferred to the Central Rai l 
road of New Jersey at Claremont Junct ion, N. J., and the 
other three were switched to the Pennsylvania Railroad at 
Penn Junction, N. J. The t rains were received at the same 
points on the r e tu rn t r ip and moved via NYC back to the 
Academy. The Central 's on- t ime performance and smooth 
handling of the big move won high praise from the West 
Point staff. 
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THE STORY BEHIND 

OUR DIVIDEND 

WE told our stockholders recently why New York Cen
t ra l couldn't pay more than 50 cents per share divi

dend. You ought to know the reasons, too. 
New York Central had total earnings in the seven post

war years, 1946-1952, inclusive, of $73,845,000. Out of that , 
stockholders were paid $16,118,000. That was a very small 
amount to pay in dividends over a seven-year period on 
just under 6,500,000 shares. Likewise, our earnings were 
meager and represented an average ra te of r e tu rn on the 
depreciated investment in t ranspor ta t ion proper ty of only 
1.85%—far from the 6% re tu rn that is earned by most 
regulated utilities, and wha t we need to be financially 
heal thy—not rich. 

New York Central , like other rai lroads, buys new loco
motives, passenger and freight cars, and mar ine equipment 
on the instal lment plan, paying usually 20% down and 
the 80% balance in varying periods from ten to fifteen 
years. During the seven-year period, these down payments 
and instal lment payments cost $255,566,000. In addition, 
improvements (not main tenance) on roadway and s t ruc
tures, which include such things as signals, interlockers, 
diesel shops and facilities, bridges, buildings, track, etc.— 
and all paid for—cost $136,432,000. These two figures, cov
ering money spent for capital improvements , make a total 
of $391,998,000. None of this was for ordinary maintenance. 

Then it took $65,984,000 to pay off bonds that came due; 
to buy New York Central bonds in the marke t to reduce 
debt; and to buy stocks of leased lines like the Michigan 
Centra l and Big Four to reduce the rent for those propert ies. 

All this adds up to $457,982,000—a lot of money. Now, 
where did it come from? Here is the answer: 

(1) Like all businesses, and as r e 
quired by the In ters ta te Commerce 
Commission, we charge a certain amount 
every month to depreciation to cover 
the wear ing out of equipment and p rop
erty. It doesn't represent cash tha t is 
spent each month, but it is deducted 
from revenue and therefore reduces net 
income. It is just like your automobile. 
The automobile costs $3,000 new, but 
after two years you can only get $1,500 
for it. Why? Because half of its normal 
life is gone, and what is gone is depre 
ciation. It is the same with railroad 
property, but, unl ike most individuals, 
business has to charge the depreciation 
against revenue current ly . New York 
Central depreciation charged to opera t 
ing expenses in the seven-year period 
amounted to $260,900,000 

(2) We used up working capital—the 
difference between current assets and 
current l iabil i t ies—amounting to 109,844,000 
Current assets are cash, materials , wha t 
other people owe us, etc. Cur ren t l iabil
ities are wha t we owe for wages, taxes, 
what we owe to other rai lroads and to 
companies for materials , supplies, etc. 
The difference is working capital. The 
working capital was on the high side at 
the end of 1945, due to war t ime ea rn
ings, and amounted to $149,784,000; and 
at the end of last November it was 
$39,940,000. The difference is the $109,-
844,000. 

(3) New York Centra l sold real estate 
and other assets which provided 29,706,000 

(4) Then, wha t was left out of net 
income after dividend pay 
ments amounted to 57,727,000 

(5) These all total $458,177,000 
and just about equal wha t was paid out, 
as explained above. 

I told you about buying equipment on the instal lment 
plan. At the end of 1945, New York Central owed for 
equipment $62,993,000, and at the end of last November 
it owed $256,956,000, an increase of $193,963,000, all of 
which has to be paid for in the next ten to fifteen years. 
In the meant ime, we will have to buy more cars and loco
motives and spend a certain amount for roadway and 
s t ruc ture improvements . 

We have only about 55% of the diesels we need, and 
you know how impor tant it is to complete dieselization. 
Also, we have to reduce the number of bad order cars and 
bring our t racks back to a bet ter s tandard of maintenance, 
do a lot of painting, etc. With it all, we can't forecast how 
long business will be good. 

For all of these reasons, we have to be conservative about 
paying dividends. But, New York Central has been using 
stockholders ' money for a lot of capital improvements , and 
stockholders have to receive some benefit from those ex 
pendi tures . Our economic system, which has made this 
country so wonderful, tends to break down when stock
holders do not receive a beneficial r e tu rn on capital risked, 
and I am sure you don't want the New York Centra l to 
contr ibute in any way to such a b reak-down. 

So the help of all New York Central people is needed— 
100,000 of us—to help get more business by giving excel
lent service; to help to reduce our costs by working effi
ciently and not wast ing anything; to give a good day's work; 
and to give our stockholders a bet ter break than they have 
been getting. We must and can do it by all working to 
gether, so that we are proud of wha t the New York Central 
does for its customers and its stockholders. We will all 
benefit, too. 

President 
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Dividend Small but J o b of 

MORNING MAIL brought dividend check to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Frutiger, joint owners of 10 shares of NYC stock. He's also a 
Central employe, Assistant Power Supervisor in Grand Central. 

T O thousands of homes across the country on Jan. 15, 
' the mai lman brought an envelope from the N e w York 

Central. Inside each envelope w a s a check. The house
wives , teachers, business men, machinists , s torekeepers 
and others ( including quite a f ew Central employes) 
w h o s e names appeared on the checks w e r e receiving 
their "pay" as owners of the Central. Ranging in amount 
from 50 cents up, the checks represented the dividend 
paid to N Y C stockholders from 1952 earnings. 

The same mail brought similar checks to colleges, 
churches, insurance companies , banks and inves tment 
companies—also numbered among the investors w h o have 
put money into the Central w i th the same hope: that it 
wi l l earn them a fair return. 

With t imes general ly booming, and prices high, stock
holders naturally would have l iked to find in their divi
dend envelopes something more than the 50 cents per 
share the Central was able to pay. With the checks came 
a letter, s igned by President Wil l iam White , expla ining 
w h y there wasn't more. 

"The Board of Directors bel ieves," Mr. White's state
ment said, "that prudent management , in the interest 
of the company and its stockholders, dictates the neces
sity of uti l iz ing earnings to (a) reduce debt, (b) finance 
the remainder of the dieselization program, (c) raise the 
standard of maintenance , and (d) make such other capi
tal expendi tures as are absolutely necessary." 

Mr. White pointed out to stockholders that "the com
pany's earnings have been meager in the post-war period, 
despite a general ly large vo lume of business." The Cen
tral's rate of return on its p r o p e r t y inves tment has aver
aged only 1.85 per cent since the war—whereas at least 
6 per cent is general ly regarded as a reasonable return, 
and many industries average much more than that. 

When compared wi th the Central's total operating rev
enues of nearly $800,000,000 for the year, and its total 
w a g e s and employe benefits bill of more than $470,000,000, 
the company's 1952 profit of o n l y $24,716,337 looked s l im 
indeed; and so did the dividend total of $3,223,697. 

CONTINUOUS BELT of checks is fed into machine which prints all necessary data 
on them. Frances McGrath (right) inserts printing plates while Irene Luciano (left) 
and Mae Comer collect the printed checks and move them along for next step. 

MAKING STENCILS is job of this machine, operated 
by Mary Brown. Stencil is a metal plate bearing 
name, address and shares of each stockholder. 

Paying It is Big 
Del ivery of dividend checks to stockholders' mail boxes 

the middle of last month w a s only a step in a process 
that began more than a month earlier. As soon as the 
dividend was voted by the Board of Directors, last Dec. 
10, employes in NYC's Treasury department at N e w York 
got started on the big job. Ready to he lp w a s a battery of 
work-saving modern office machines . 

Instead of a checkbook, NYC's s treamlined set-up uses 
check "belts"—continuous strips each consist ing of 5,000 
blank checks. The belts go through a machine which 
uses smal l metal stencils to print a stockholder's name, 
address and amount due on each check. Complete ly 
geared to modern t imes, the machine also prints a record 
of each check for the Bureau of Internal Revenue—the 
law requires a company to g ive the tax collector a record 
of all dividend payments . 

S igning the approximate ly 45,000 checks would be a 
real chore for N Y C Treasurer E. E. Pancost , w h o s e sig
nature each one bears. He is rel ieved of the task by a 
machine w h i c h not only signs his name m u c h faster than 
he could but also tears each check neat ly along the per
forated l ine and stacks the finished work in neat piles. 

The checks are enclosed in w indow- type envelopes; 
then machines seal the enve lopes and apply postage. 

Taking the checks to the post office in over a dozen 
bulging mail sacks wasn't the end of the dividend job 
for the people of NYC's Treasury department. The job 
wil l go on for some t ime—sorting and posting the can
celed checks as they come back from all over the country. 
Actual ly it can't be considered done until every last 
check is back. That may take years. S o m e stockholders 
have moved and left no forwarding addresses, others 
have d ied—these and other things delay the del ivery and 
cashing of dividend checks. 

A less frequent type of delay w a s that caused some 
years ago by a stockholder w h o s e father had warned her, 
on his deathbed, never to sign her n a m e to anything. 
She fo l lowed his advice for years, until a friend persuaded 
her that endorsing a dividend check w a s perfectly safe. 

ROWS O F FILES in Treasury department contain individual stencils for all of 
NYC's stockholders. Frances McGrath is placing new stencils in a drawer that 
holds 175 plates. Alphabetical filing makes it easy to locate any single stencil. 

CHECK for $3,223,696.98, to cover entire dividend 
payment, is signed by Treasurer E.E. Pancost for de
posit in bank on which dividend checks were drawn. 
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CHECK-UP is made by Lucy Shaw (left) and Helen Edwards, who 
compare dividend checks with record of stockholders' shares on 
ledger cards. This insures accuracy in the amount of each check. 

THIS MACHINE separates individual checks after printing signa-
ture on them. Peter Karacontis feeds checks through, watches 
them fall into neat stacks, ready to be inserted into their envelopes. 
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Centralines 

Mr. Davenport 

Two Central men were recently elected presidents of their 
local Kiwanis Clubs. Clyde Davenport , Tra inmaster at 
Water town, N. Y., now heads Water town Kiwanis ; and 

Warren White, General Passenger Agent -
Suburban, New York, is president of the 
New York City club. In addition to these 
local club presidents, NYC's Manager of 
Safety, D. E. Mumford, is district gov
ernor of Kiwanis for New York City area. 
. . . After seeing NYC's motion picture, 
"New York Calling," a member of a 
women's club in Canajoharie. N. Y.. com
mented, ' 'That 's the first t ime I ever vis
ited New York that my feet didn't hur t . " 
. . . An anonymous phone call led Frank 

Zito to a parcel locker in NYC's Herkimer , N. Y., station, 
where he is Agent. In it he found $890 that had been stolen 
from cash d rawer of Herkimer Railway Express Agency's 
office and for which police were searching. 

USO lounge in NYC's Rochester, N. Y., station came to aid of 
a soldier on short leave and the girl he wanted to marry. Special 
arrangements made through the lounge brought a clergyman 
to station to marry the couple in time to give them a one-
hour honeymoon before he returned to Camp Kilmer, N. J. . . . 
First-half-of-season title in Pittsburgh & Lake Erie duck pin 
league at Pittsburgh went to Mercury team with 30 victories, 
only five defeats. . . . Central men were among officers elected 
at last month's annual meeting of American Railway Engineer
ing Association. J. L. Beckel, Engineer of Structures, New York, 
heads committee on iron and steel structures; Arthur Anderson, 
Special Assistant Engineer, Chicago, is chairman of committee 
on waterways and harbors; M. J. Plumb, Designer, Chicago, is 
in charge of committee on impact and bridge stresses. . . . Kirk 
Marshall, Equipment department, New York, appeared on 
Arthur Godfrey's nation-wide radio and television show, "Talent 
Scouts," with singing group he discovered. 

Many men dream of finding fisherman's paradise in their 
ret ired years. Few find it as completely as M. B. Henry, who 
ret ired recently as District Telephone Lineman at Ashtabula, 
O. With his brother , 
C. E. Henry, also a 
ret ired Centra l man, 
he caught 20 fish in 
three hours in A t -
sigo Lake, Mich. . . . 
Herman R i n k e , 
Tower Director in 
Grand Central Te r 
minal, recently told 
R a i l r o a d Enthus i 
asts Club in New M. B. Henry C. E. Henry 

York how rai lroads are operated in England. Talk was based 
on his experiences of last summer during a tr ip abroad. . . . 
W. F. Gilligan, New York Central ' s Travel ing Freight Agent, 
Albany, N. Y., has been elected president of the Capital Dis
trict Traffic Club there. 

NYC Athletic Association of Ashtabula, O., recently installed 
new officers for 1953. G. D. LaBounty is president; A. DiMare, 
executive vice president; Louis Penna, ex-officio officer; J. H. 
Piero, secretary and public relations representative; J. A. 
Severa, treasurer. Association was formed in 1950, now has 1,000 
members. It aims to foster sound relationship between NYC 
employes and their community and a spirit of comradeship 
among Central people. 

From NYC Passenger Traffic depar tment Circular A-2075: 
"Advice has been received that the Temperance Hotel at 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., has been renamed the Henry Hubbs 

Railroad Quiz 
Answers on page 13 

1. Where would you find a running board on rai lroad 
equipment? 

a. on a locomotive c. on a box car 
b. on a passenger car c. on a caboose 

2. How does the s tandard gauge of rai lroads in Can
ada compare with U. S. rai lroads? 

a. same c. half as wide 
b. twice as wide c. two-thirds as wide 

3. What are guard rails on the rai l road? 
a. the top rails on a c. rails laid parallel to 

fence the track rails as a 
b. the railing on a sta- safety measure 

tion platform d. men who guard ship
ment of new rail 

4. In what country is the world 's longest stretch of 
s traight ra i lway t rack? 

a. Canada c. the United States 
b. Russia d. Australia 

5. What is the average cost of a t reated crosstie of the 
kind laid in ra i lway track, not counting the cost of 
installing? 

a. $2.00 c. $4.00 
b. $3.00 d. $1.75 

6. Where is the highest point reached on the Central 's 
main line between New York and Albany, N. Y.? 

a. Poughkeepsie c. Ossining 
b. Yonkers d. Park Avenue Tunnel 

7. What is a t ransfer t rack? 
a. a siding used to c. a track used to move 

load freight cars at cars from one rail-
a factory road to another 

b. a track used to d. a track where pas-
transfer f r e i g h t sengers change trains 
from one car to an
other 

8. Approximate ly how many freight t rains are oper
ated daily on the rai lroads of the United States? 

a. 11,000 c. 15,000 
b. 13,000 d. 17,000 

9. Steel passenger cars were introduced in what year? 
a. 1913 c. 1933 
b. 1923 d. 1903 

10. What volume of United States mail is handled by 
rai lroads annual ly? 

a. 10,700,000 lbs. c. 14,300,000 lbs. 
b. 12.500,000 lbs. d. 16,100,000 lbs. 

Hotel. ' ' . . . Fa ther of the first twins born in Chicago in 1953 
is NYC Attorney Richard J. Murphy. Twin boys, Thomas 
Patr ick and Terrence Michael, were born to Mrs. Murphy 
Jan . 2. . . . Queen of NYC's terminals celebrates her fortieth 
b i r thday this month. Grand Central was formally opened in 
New York Feb. 9, 1913. . . . Harry A. Skiff, Law depar tment , 
New York, is holder of two of the highest honors given by 
Boy Scout organization non-professional Scouters. He has 
Silver Beaver for "distinguished service to boyhood," and 
Scouter 's Key for "adul t leadership." Har ry has been a 
Scouter for 33 years . . . . Roland G. Gebert , NYC Dairy Agent, 
New York, has been elected president of the Perishable 
Freight Agents Association of New York for 1953. Har ry I. 
Brown, NYC General Per ishable Agent, was named to 
group's board of directors. 
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Salesmen Wanted 
WITH their checks for the first pay period of last month, 

all Central men and women received a let ter from F. H. 
Baird, Assistant Vice President, Passenger Traffic, urging 
them to help in drive to fill more coach seats on NYC trains . 

This was another step in the Central 's continuing drive to 
build up passenger business. One way to cut down the red 
ink resul t ing from passenger t ra in operations is to sell more 
t ickets and take in more cash. NYC is t rying to do that . 

Other means being used to a t t rac t passenger service cus
tomers include recent extension of the reduced ra te family 
fare and group t ravel plans, and inaugurat ion of the Man
ha t tan Trip Ticket for bargain t ravel dur ing off-peak hours 
in the New York City commutat ion area. 

In his let ter to all Central people, Mr. Baird pointed out 
that pr iva te automobiles are now handl ing 89 per cent of 
all in ter-c i ty traffic. "If the rai lroads of the country could 
win just one per cent of this traffic," Mr. Baird said, "and 
the New York Central secured its share of this business, we 
would substant ial ly increase our coach t ravel ." 

Next question: How to get people out of the autos and onto 
our trains? 

First chance you get, t ry one or more of these points on 
Cousin Carl, Friend F rank or Neighbor Nancy: 

SAFER . By statistics t ra in t ravel is 50 times safer than 
h ighway (9 times safer than air, 4 1/2 t imes safer than bus ) . 
It 's dependable in all kinds of weather . 

MORE COMFORTABLE. On the train you relax, enjoy the scenery. 
No worry about speeding, road-hogging, mammoth trucks. 
No gas gauge to keep watching. Sudden storms make h igh
ways treacherous, but they can't touch you on the train. 

ECONOMICAL. Under the family fare plan children under 
the age of 12 are carried free when accompanied by 
a paren t who buys a round- t r ip coach ticket costing $3.45 
or more. Children from 12 to 15 are carried for half-fare. 

Depending on the number of children and their ages, the 
saving can be as much as 50 per cent under regular fares. 
For example, a mother t ravel ing from Chicago to New York 
and back with three youngsters, say 11, 7 and 4 years old, can 
make the round tr ip for only $60.14 (including 15 per cent 
federal tax) for all four people., instead of the regular fare 
of $120.23. 

Making the same tr ip in an auto would, for one thing, take 
many more hours. Wear and tear on the car and the dr iver 
must be added to the cost of gasoline and oil, not to mention 
cramped quar ters for the children for long stretches. 

The American Automobile Association est imates the 

SUBURBANITES in New York area find plenty of seats, no traffic 
jams when using Manhattan Trip Tickets in off-peak hours. 

THE MORE THE THRIFTIER when families take advantage of the 
Central's family fare plan offering bargain-rate railroad travel. 

mileage between Chicago and New York at 850. Auto t ravel 
is estimated to cost 10 cents a mile today. This would mean 
$85 one way be tween New York and Chicago. 

The group t ravel plan lets three or more adults t ravel ing 
together save 25 per cent on round- t r ip coach fares. 

The Manha t tan Trip Ticket offers 25 per cent reduction in 
round tr ip tickets from suburban communities into New 
York City. The special t ickets are good on t ra ins arr iv ing 
in New York after 10:30 in the morning and leaving New 
York for r e tu rn t r ip before 3:15 a.m. the following day. 

Whether you work in a station or yard, shop or office, you 
can help in this campaign. Every t ime you learn of a r e l a 
tive, friend or neighbor who is planning to travel , do your 
best to sell New York Central . 

You don't have to work out all the details alone. Ticket 
agents and passenger representat ives will be glad to t ake 
over once you've passed along the tip tha t somebody is p l an 
ning a t r ip. Each sale they score, with your help, makes 
Central jobs steadier, more secure. (See coupon on page 10.) 

SUDDEN STORMS can do this to autoists. Train travel is sure—snow, 
rain or shine. Rails are safer than highways in any kind of weather. 
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Money 
. . . to help run servicemen's lounge in LaSal le Street Station, Chi
cago, was given by employes at 61st Street Repair Yard. Russell 
Miller, Lounge Supervisor ( sea ted) , counts up $350, helped by (left 
to r igh t ) T. J . Lyon, Super in tendent of Equipment ; Pau l Balchitis, 
Local Cha i rman for Carmen; and H. W. Rasor, Master Mechanic. 

S tar 
. . . on the Pu rdue Universi ty basketbal l team, John 
Dermody, is the son of a New York Centra l man. His 
father, J o h n L. Dermody, is Y a r d Clerk at Gibson, Ind. 
Young John , 6'3" tall, was also a basketbal l s tar at H a m 
mond, Ind., high school and top scorer there last year . 

HEADL IGHT 

Committee 
. . . work is under way for this year 's Railroad Bowling 
Association tournament . Helping are (left to r ight) Otto 
P. Gottschalk, Car depar tment , Toledo, O.; Ralph M. Car 
ver, Genera l Foreman, Stanley Yard, Toledo; and Cam
eron MacDonald, Yardmas te r at Air Line Junct ion, O. 

Memories 
. . . we re s t i r red for Charles M. Bahn, ret i red NYC Dispatcher and 
Wire Chief, of Rochester, N. Y., when he discovered in a store room 
two t ra in sheets, dated in 1895 and 1897. Sheets covered operations 
on West Shore Railroad when he worked on tha t road. Mr. Bahn 
has given one sheet to the Rochester Museum of Arts and Sciences. 
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Big screen 
. . . television set was gift to children's ward of St. Peter ' s Hospital, 
Albany, N. Y., by NYC employes of Union Station and Rensselaer, N. Y., 
shops. F rom left: Marie Preisser, a pat ient ; William A. Smith, NYC Car 
Inspector; Alber t J. Weinlein, Supervising Car Inspector; Joe Hausmann, 
pat ient ; Sister Mary Annet te ; and Marguer i te Tudico, pat ient . 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Fancy cake 
. . . marked the first b i r thday of the Central 's radio p rogram over station 
WGR, Buffalo. J ames L. Turner , Travel ing Chef ( lef t ) , presented it to 
John Lascelles ( sea ted) , who announces the show. Others who took 
par t in the par ty were Fred C. Detenbeck, NYC Division Passenger 
Agent, and F. R. Greene ( r i gh t ) , Assistant General Manager, WGR. 

Stacked 
. . . against the rai lroads are books and books of r egu 
la tory laws, symbolized by these volumes displayed 
in Cleveland Union Terminal . They were there with 
special box car eastern roads are exhibi t ing to tell 
public of their campaign against over- regula t ion 

Helping hand 
. . . is offered to pat ients in Cook County Hospital, 
Chicago, by Hulda A. Yud. Miss Yud, who works in 
NYC Treasury depar tment , recently was honored as 
an "unsung hero ine" for her work as a volunteer , 
unpaid nurse 's aid. She has donated over 250 hours . 
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A Town Says Thanks 

Mr. Sherry 

BUSY New Castle, Ind., paused 
one night recently to express 

its appreciat ion to an honored 
and valuable citizen — its ra i l 
road agent. 

Selected for this unusual t r i b 
ute was 77-year-old Alvenus 
Sherry, New York Central Agent 
there for the last 43 years. The 
occasion: Mr. Sherry 's sixtieth 
anniversary as a rai lroader. 

The quiet, unassuming Mr. 
Sherry, New York Central Agent 
at an "appreciation d inner" 
given him by the leaders of more 
than 30 industries at the West-
wood Country Club. It was their 
way ot saying " thanks" for his 
services, according to S. J . 

Meeks, traffic manager of the New Castle Products Co., and 
chairman of the dinner committee. 

Born eight miles east of New Castle, Mr. Sherry began his 
railroad career in November, 1892, as an Agent-opera tor at 
Crete, Ind,, on the Big Four. He was 17 and a self- taught 
te legrapher . 

Mr. Sher ry laughs when he recalls tha t his salary was $10 
a month and his board bill $15 a month. He left Crete after 
a few months , $24 in debt, but he paid it off wi th the higher 
salary he received at Losantville, Ind., his next job. 

After working in Losantville for a year, Mr. Sher ry was 
t ransferred to Wilkinson, Ind., for a year and next moved to 
Shirley, Ind , where he stayed 15 years . He became Agent 
at New Castle in 1909. 

As Agent in New Castle, Mr. Sherry supervises ten other 
NYC employes and is Mr. New York Central to the town. 

Mr. Sher ry likes to feel that the Central has grown with 
New Castle dur ing the 43 years he has been there . In 1909, 
the populat ion scarcely topped 8,000 and the Central 's freight 
business there amounted to only 30 cars a month. Now its 
population is 24,000. Its industries ship between 200 and 
250 cars a month via NYC and receive another 300. 

Mr. Sher ry has found his best selling point is good service 
and he has concentrated on that angle through all the years 
he has been a rai l roader . 

Active in the town's civic and social affairs, Mr- Sherry 
belongs to the Rotary Club and the Chamber of Commerce. 

TESTIMONIAL DINNER sponsors in New Castle, Ind., gave gifts 
to NYC Agent Sherry (second from left) to remind him of their 
appreciation for service he has given town during 43 years there. 

FAMILIAR SCENE in New Castle is one with Agent Sherry calling 
on shippers, selling NYC freight service. Here he makes a point 
to Clarence E. Scott, Traffic Manager of Pan American Bridge Co. 

REMEMBERING early days as a telegrapher, Mr. Sherry watches 
Operator R. G. Meredith handling the key in New Castle Sta
tion. Self-taught telegraphy helped him land his first NYC job. 

ROYAL FLUSH to Mr. Sherry is this hand of five expired gold 
passes. With the current one he carries in his pass case, they 
cover the period since he reached 50-year mark in NYC service. 
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Blood Bank for NYC Employes Seeks Donors 

DOCTORS examine prospective donors be
fore they give blood for employes bank. 

THE New York Cent ra l -Pu l lman E m 
ployes' Blood Bank in New York City 

will conduct its second campaign for 
donors from Feb. 16 to March 9. 

During that period, 200 campaigners 
will seek to sign up ten donors e a c h -
a total of 2,000—to give a pint of blood 
each to the bank. 

Donations pledged during the cam
paign will be made at the Grand Central 
Branch of the YMCA March 24 and 25; 
at the Bronx Union YMCA March 25 
and 26; and at the Williams Building, 437 
Eleventh Avenue, March 24 and 25. 

Willard F. Place, NYC's Vice P r e s 
ident, Finance, is General Chai rman of 
the campaign. Earl N. Taraldsen, Asso
ciate Executive Secretary of the Grand 
Central "Y," is General Secretary. 

Half of the blood collected by the 
NYC-Pul lman bank will go to the armed 
forces to- help make up the shortage of 
blood for use in Korea. For this purpose 
only the plasma is used. The remainder 
of this blood will be used in prepar ing 
gamma globulin, recently discovered to 
be helpful in fighting polio. 

The other half of the blood collected 
will be placed in the Red Cross Blood 
Center in New York. Any New York 
Central or Pul lman employe may call 
upon the bank for blood in t ime of need. 
If the employe has donated blood h im
self, he may also receive blood for m e m 
bers of his immediate family. 

Last year, 1,093 pints were collected 
in the bank 's first campaign. Half of 
these, or 547, went into the NYC-Pu l l -
man bank. 

During the past year 290 pints of blood 
have been given without charge to 128 
NYC and Pul lman employes or members 
of their families. 

The bank has been of great help in 
emergencies, helping to save lives as 
well as sparing NYC people the high 
cost of blood for transfusions. 

For example, a Central Maintenance 
of Way man in New York was hospi tal
ized and needed six transfusions—a total 
of 24 pints of blood. The NYC-Pul lman 
bank came through. The patient recov
ered—and didn' t have to worry about an 

$840 blood bill he otherwise would have 
had. 

A Central Brakeman was in Ta r ry -
town, N. Y., Hospital. He needed a very 
rare type of blood, not available locally. 
The hospital checked with other hos
pitals in surrounding Westchester 
County communities and as far away as 
Connecticut. None had the type of blood 
needed. A call was made to the NYC-
Pul lman bank and ar rangements were 
made with the Red Cross Blood Center 
to get the needed blood. 

The story didn' t end there, though. 
The blood was needed in a hur ry . So the 
NYC-Pul lman bank made a r rangements 
with New York City and Westchester 
County police to rush the precious pints 
to the hospital. 

A Central Car depar tment man in 
New York heard his brother had been 
taken to the hospital in Bethlehem, Pa., 
and needed blood transfusions. He 
left for Bethlehem in a hurry , but not 
empty-handed . He carried with him 
eight pints of blood from the NYC-Pu l l 
man bank. 

During the drive, campaign workers 
will ask NYC and Pul lman employes to 
pledge a pint of blood. On the donor days 
doctors will check the contr ibutors over 
and disqualify those who should not give 
blood for physical reasons. Those who do 
donate will have the pride of taking par t 

in an ext remely wor thy cause—and it 
won' t hur t a bit. 

The Grand Central unit of the cam
paign will contact employes from Grand 
Central Terminal , the Electric, Har lem 
and P u t n a m divisions, 466 Lexington 
Avenue, 230 Pa rk Avenue and the New 
Haven Railroad. Ralph D. Evans, Right 
of Way Engineer, Land & Tax depar t 
ment, is in charge of this-unit. 

Philip H. Karda, Assistant Super in
tendent of The Pu l lman Company, is in 
charge of the unit which will canvass 
employes at Mott Haven Yard, the Mel
rose Central Building, Dining Service 
depar tment and Pul lman employes in 
the Bronx. 

Employes in west side New York 
freight yards, the Hudson Terminal dis
trict, 25 Broadway and Weehawken, 
N. J., will be contacted by a uni t under 
the direction of F rank H. Dugan, Assist
ant Super intendent . 

Others serving on the committee 
which is directing the campaign are 
George O. Price, General Chairman, 
Brotherhood of Railway & Steamship 
Clerks; Ralph Freccia, General Chair
man, Brotherhood of Maintenance of 
Way Employes; Vincent C. Rice, Chair
man, Lodge 1043, Brotherhood of Rai l 
way & Steamship Clerks; and Fred 
Berger, represent ing the shop crafts 
labor organizations at Mott Haven Yard. 

These Men Are Heading Drive 

Mr. Place Mr. Taraldsen Mr. Evans Mr. Karda Mr. Dugan 

To All N e w York Centra l E m p l o y e s in the N e w York A r e a : 

The New York Central-Pullman Railroad Employes Blood Bank 
is about to undertake its second campaign for blood contributions. 

As well as being of great benefit to employes and members of 
their families by providing needed blood in cases of illness or injury, 
these blood donations help to save the lives of members of our armed 
services, who share in the blood given. In the approaching Christian 
season of Lent, what could be a more rewarding experience and sacrifice 
than the knowledge that you are giving to others? 

I urge all employes, and members of their families, in the New 
York area to seriously consider this matter and to generously donate a 
pint of blood if possible. 

Wm. White 
President 
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Mr. Clemmer Miss Lane Mr. Kinsella Mr. Maynard Mr. Hoffman Mr. Hughel Mr . Hamlin 

Mr. Garl ing Mr. Murphy Mr. Cook Mr. Gates Miss Martinson Mr. Martinson Mr . Anderson Mrs . Martinson Miss Martinson 

Gold Passes Awarded to NYC Veterans 
A number of New York Centra l Sys

tem employes have recently received 
gold passes in recognition of their long 
Central service with the railroad. 

Passenger Conductor William J. Mc
Donald, Canada Division, was presented 
with his gold pass by Super in tendent 
A. C. Nelson and Tra inmaster H. M. 
Babcock. 

D. F. Kinsella, Passenger Engineman, 
Syracuse Division, received his gold 
pass from Master Mechanic F. L. Hoff

man in the presence of Road Foreman C. 
E. Maynard. 

P . A. Gates, Freight Brakeman, Syra 
cuse Division, recently received his gold 
pass for long service. 

Alta Lane, Chief Clerk, Peoria & Eas
tern freight office, Danville, Ill., was 
awarded her pass by Tra inmaster A. W. 
Clemmer. 

Passenger Conductor, F. G. Cook, 
Boston & Albany, received his gold pass 
from Tra inmaster L. T. Garl ing and 

Chief Clerk J . P . Murphy, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

J ames Martinson, Blacksmith, E q u i p 
ment Depar tment , West Kankakee , Ill., 
received his gold pass from Assistant 
Master Mechanic W. E. Anderson. Mrs. 
Martinson and two of their four d a u g h 
ters at tended the brief ceremony. 

Assistant Chief Clerk L. M. Hamlin, 
Communicat ions Depar tment , Detroit, 
received his gold pass from P. S. Hughel, 
Super intendent , Communicat ions. 

Helping People Is His Business 
"Eagle Eye," is wha t the boys on the 

Hudson Division call him, and with good 
reason. On the conductors ' roster he is 
Mur ray Kogan, NYC man for 10 years . 

Mur ray works in commutat ion service 
on the Hudson Division out of New York. 
Passengers are often in a big h u r r y when 
they leave commuter t ra ins in Grand 
Centra l Terminal . Sometimes they leave 
things behind. That 's when "Eagle 
Eye" comes to the rescue. In a single 
month in 1946, for example , he found 
13 ladies' purses left on trains. 

One of those purses contained a n u m 
ber of signed t raveler ' s checks in large 
denominations. Mur ray received a let ter 

of thanks from the lady's husband after 
the purse had been re turned through the 
Terminal 's Lost and Found depar tment . 

Last December Murray spotted a va l 
uable watch on the platform. He turned 
it in to the Lost and Found depar tment . 
Several days later, wondering if the 
owner had claimed it, he decided to in
quire at the office. As he arr ived he saw 
the watch being handed to a lady who 
wanted to know whom she could thank 
for finding it. When Murray ' s name 
was given, the lady's companion ex 
claimed that it was the same conductor 
who had found her purse ( the one with 
the t raveler ' s checks) six years before. 

Murray also saved a man 's life once. 
As his t rain started out of 125th Street, 
New York, he heard a peculiar noise 
from outside the car. Shouting to an
other conductor to pull the emergency 
cord, he jumped from the t ra in as it 
jerked to a halt. Mur ray found a m a n 
caught between car wheels and p la t 
form, where he had fallen as the t ra in 
started to roll. Although seriously in
jured, he recovered. 

Murray accepts these experiences 
calmly. They are par t of his job, he feels. 
He likes his work as a conductor, he 
says, "because it gives me so many 
chances to help people." 
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Central Man Reaches 100 , Is Still Going Strong 
George Shaffer has always said he 

wanted to live to be 100. He has reached 
his goal and is still going strong. 

Mr. Shaffer, a ret ired Central B r a k e -
man, was born Dec. 23, 1852. He started 
working for the Central at Adams 
Basin, N. Y., near Rochester, in 1873 as 
Station and Baggage Agent. Later he 
became a Brakeman, first in freight 
service, then in passenger service, work 
ing out of Rochester. 

Mr. Shaffer retired in January , 1923, 
after 50 years and two months of ra i l 
roading. Now he lives with his daugh
ters, Miss Luet ta Shaffer and Mrs. Li l 
lian Shaffer Lobdell, in Rochester. 

The Central helped Mr. Shaffer cele
bra te his b i r thday by sending him a 
huge cake, two feet high, decorated with 
100 candles and topped with a sugar-
icing locomotive. Newman J. Evans, 
NYC's Terminal Super in tendent at 
Rochester, presented the cake along with 
a renewal of Mr. Shaffer's gold pass in 
honor of his long service. 

When he was working on the railroad, 
the centenarian recalls, "it wasn ' t as 
easy as the boys have it now. Hours were 
longer and the equipment wasn ' t like 
modern s t reamliners ." His daughters r e -

Rochester Times-Union photo 

CAKE from NYC, presented by Terminal 
Superintendent N. J. Evans (left) helped 
George Shaffer celebrate 100th birthday. 

call that when they were very little girls 
there was great excitement at their 
home when their father reported that a 
pension plan had been set up for the 
Central 's employes. That was in the 

early 1900's. Mr. Shaffer still receives a 
monthly check from the Railroad Re t i re 
ment Board, which took over rai l road 
pensioners when the Railroad Ret i re 
ment Act was passed in 1937. 

Mr. Shaffer's comment on reaching 
100 is, "Well, I 'm feeling fine, but I 'm 
not the boy I used to be." He has no 
formula for longevity. "Jus t live a good 
clean life and keep working," he says, 
"and you ought to make it." 

For many years ret i red Central men 
who had worked with Mr. Shaffer v is 
ited his home. They would sit around 
the dining room table, playing cards and 
talking about the railroad. He misses 
these sessions, but his pals are all gone. 

As a young man, Mr. Shaffer was a 
cobbler as well as a rai lroader. He 
earned ext ra money making shoes for 
neighbors. He still has an interest in 
shoes and doesn't think very much of 
the things ladies wear on their feet to 
day. "Made of a bunch of little s tr ips," 
he snorts. 

Mr. Shaffer still dries the dinner dish
es occasionally. His daughters report his 
heal th is very good and the only wor ry 
he causes them is when he sneaks down 
cellar to chop wood, his favorite pastime. 

Traffic Tips Sent In; 
More Are Needed 

NYC employes are continuing to help 
get more traffic for Central t rains, but 
more tips on potential traffic are needed 
to help fill freight and passenger cars 
(see article on page 7 ) . 

Rate Clerk R. W. Graf, Troy, O., did 
it. He was responsible for a carload of 
machinery being shipped NYC. Also at 
Troy, E. M. Sanders , Cashier, obtained 
Pul lman accommodations tor a s tore
keeper who mentioned t ravel plans 
while Mr. Sanders was making a pu r 
chase. 

Use the handy coupon on this page to 
pass along word of traffic prospects. 

T R A F F I C T I P 
{Fill out and hand to your supervisor) 

I understand that 
(date) 

(name of prospective customer) 

whose address is 

• may ship some freight 
• may make a trip 

(please sign 
your name), 

(Position) _ 

( Location) _ 
L 

February, 1953 

Floyd A. Foley, 70, ret ired Engineer, 
Utica, N. Y.; joined NYC 1912, ret ired 
1942. 

William E. Frackelton, 61, Assistant to 
Passenger Traffic Manager, Detroit; 
joined NYC 1909. 

Emery Walter Hood, 68, retired Con
ductor, Long Beach, Ind.; joined NYC 
1908. 

Fred J. Hope,, 61, ret ired Inspector, Car 
Depar tment , Utica, N. Y.; joined NYC 
1916, ret ired 1950. 

Frank Hopkins, 69, Signalman, Utica, 
N. Y.; joined NYC 1902. 

Harry W. Hopper, 82, ret ired Clerk, 
Accounting Depar tment , New York City; 
joined NYC 1900, re t i red 1930. 

Albert M. Loring, 78, Maintenance of 
Way Employe, Utica, N. Y.; joined NYC 
1906, ret i red 1941. 

Andrew Nielson, 64, Freight Handler , 
Utica, N. Y.; joined NYC 1927. 

William E. Osborn, 81, Assistant to 
Comptroller, New York; joined NYC 
1893, ret ired 1940. 

Bernard F. Peters, 76, Signalman, 
Utica, N. Y.; joined NYC 1898, ret ired 
1948. 

J. F. Petrell, 61, Police Lieutenant , 
Utica, N. Y.; joined NYC 1917. 

Bertha Reinhardt, 67, ret ired Chief 
Telephone Operator, Rochester, N. Y.; 
joined NYC 1917, ret i red 1948. 

John V. Ryan, 68, ret i red Passenger 
Conductor, Erie Division: joined NYC 
1904, ret i red 1951. 

Gail Scott, 67, Conductor, Erie Divi
sion; joined NYC 1919. 

George Tarzio, 65, re t i red Freight 
Handler , Utica, N.Y.; joined NYC 1928, 
ret ired 1950. 

George. A. White, 67, Signalman, P i t t s 
burgh, Pa.; joined NYC 1924. 

Quiz Answers 
Compare your answers to the Quiz 

questions on page six with these, then 
check your score with the rat ings given 
below. 

1. c. (box car) 
2. a. (same) 
3. c. (rails laid paral lel to the t rack 

rails as a safety measure) 
4. d. (Austra l ia) 
5. b. ($3.00) 
6. d. (Pa rk Avenue Tunnel at 86 St.) 
7. b. (a t rack used to transfer freight 

from one car to another ) 
8. d. (17,000) 
9. d. (1903) 

10. a. (10,700,000) 

Number correct 
All 10 
7 to 9 
4 to 7 
1 to 3 

Rating 
Outstanding 
Excellent 
Fair 
Not so good 
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Speedier Ticketing NYC Men Named to New Posts 
(Continued from page 1) 

t rave l plans are exceptionally compli
cated or who are t ravel ing long distances 
over a number of rai lroads. 

A sales representa t ive will be on hand 
to direct these persons to special desks 
and clerks, thus providing them with 
special service and at the same time 
avoiding delay to persons whose t ravel 
plans do not requi re intr icate handling. 

In general , the new system will work 
as follows: 

At a modernistic, semi-circular count
er, the customer tells a ticket seller his 
wishes—a roomette, say, on the Cleve
land Limited from Cleveland to New 
York the following night. 

The ticket seller can see, by a glance 
at the lighted availabil i ty board, whe ther 
the desired accommodation is available. 
If it is, he gives the customer a new type 
ticket on which are p re -pr in ted the 
space, the train, the date and t ime of de 
pa r tu re . The ticket used for each type 
of accommodation has its own dist inc
tive color to fur ther simplify handling. 

Should the requested type of accom
modat ion not be available, the avai labi l 
ity board shows other types of accom
modations available on the Cleveland 
Limited or on other principal t ra ins to 
the t raveler ' s destination. 

In the sale of any ticket involving a 
reservat ion the new system eliminates 
the t ime-consuming telephone call from 
ticket seller to reservation bureau, the 
wait while a clerk in the bureau checks 
availabil i ty of accommodations, and the 
wri t ing out of a t icket. 

Where a reservat ion is made by phone, 
a paper jacket called a "hood," with the 
passenger 's name wri t ten on it, is slipped 
over one end of the ticket. This reserves 
the accommodation. 

The new type of ticket selling facility 
was developed by Robert Heller and As
sociates, of Cleveland; in consultation 
wi th the New York Central and P e n n 
sylvania rai lroads, which engaged the 
firm last year for a comprehensive s tudy 
of passenger services and operations. 
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Mr. Hiltz 

John P. Hiltz has been appointed to 
the newly created position of Chief En
gineer, Maintenance of Way, for the NYC 
System. The appoint
ment was announced 
in connection with 
t h e s e p a r a t i o n of 
maintenance of way 
functions from purely 
engineering functions 
throughout the Sys
tem. 

Mr. Hiltz's rai lroad 
career s tarted in 1934 
with the Pennsy lva
nia Railroad, where he served in various 
engineering posts. In 1945 he joined the 
Delaware , Lackawanna & Western Rai l 
road as Engineer of Track. Since 1948 he 
had been Engineer, Maintenance of Way, 
of that road. 

C. B. Bronson becomes Assistant Chief 
Engineer, Maintenance of Way. Named 
as Engineers, Maintenance of Way, 
are G. T. Donahue, Cleveland, E. H. 
McGovern, Cincinnati , and W. H. Miesse, 
Detroit . 

Appointed Assistant Engineers, Main
tenance of Way, are R. R. Smith, Cleve
land, A. A. Keever, Cincinnati, and J. R. 
Scofield, Detroit. 

In the Passenger Traffic depar tment at 
Chicago, Miss Orpha Han has been 
named Assistant to General Passenger 
Agent. Miss Han will handle traffic for 
women's groups on Lines West. 

Other new appointments include 
Arthur J. Ryan, named Fuel Purchasing 
Agent following the re t i rement of Edwin 
S. Bonnet from tha t position. 

Mr. Ryan has been wi th NYC since 
1910. He held positions in the Main te 
nance of Way and Executive depar t 
ments before t ransferr ing to the P u r 
chasing depar tment in 1920. In 1944 he 
was named Assistant to Vice President , 
Purchases and Stores, the post he held 
unti l his latest promotion. 

In the Freight Traffic depar tment R. L. 
Sweet has been appointed Assistant Gen
eral Freight Agent at Chicago, following 
the re t i rement of F. L. Smart . 

J. E. Norwood has been appointed A s 

sistant to Freight Traffic Manager at 
Chicago, the post formerly held by Mr. 
Sweet. 

George W. Stiglich has been named 
Assistant General Freight Agent at 
Boston. 

Kenneth L. Guyton has been made 
Division Freight Agent at Springfield, 
Mass., and is succeeded as Foreign 
Freight Agent at Boston by Herbert F. 
Wiezel. 

In the Equipment depar tment , Bert L. 
Strohl has been promoted to Master 
Mechanic at Bellefontaine, O. Ernest E. 
Bradley succeeds Mr. Strohl as Assistant 
Master Mechanic at Indianapolis. 

Thomas T. Hart has been appointed 
Signal Engineer for Line East, succeed
ing Ar thu r S. Haigh, ret ired. Mr. Har t ' s 
headquar te r s will be at Springfield, 
Mass. He has been wi th New York Cen
tral since 1924, when he s tar ted as a 
Helper in the Signal depar tment at 
Oriskany, N. Y., his bir thplace. 

J. V. Middleton has been named Divi
sion Engineer of the Pennsylvania Divi
sion, with headquar te rs at Jersey Shore, 
Pa. 

F. A. Williams has been appointed As
sistant Division Engineer of Syracuse 
Division, headquar te red at Syracuse, 
N. Y. 

E. P. Frasher has been named Tra in 
master of the St. Lawrence Division at 
Water town, N. Y. 

M. A. Dolcie has been named Super 
visor of Track at Dunkirk , N. Y., suc
ceeding W. A. Smith, ret ired. 

New Rail Safety Record 
Seems Likely for '52 

Pre l iminary reports indicate that 1952 
was the safest year for U.S. rai lroads 
in the 65 years dur ing which safety rec
ords have been kept. 

In the first 11 months there was only 
one fatali ty for every 2,200,000,000 pas 
senger-miles traveled. Estimates for 
December indicate an even bet ter record 
for the whole year. 

Poster Contest 
(Continued from page 1) 

your idea bet ter than regular poster 
t rea tment . Use black and whi te or as 
many colors as you like. There 's no limit. 
Posters should be d rawn on paper or 
i l lustration board measur ing 14" x 17". 

All entries will become the proper ty 
of the New York Central Railroad Com
pany. The Centra l reserves the r ight to 
use any of the posters submit ted for p u b 
lication. Judges ' decision will be final. 

Entr ies composed of a series of ca r 

toons to i l lustrate a subject must be con
fined to one sheet of paper or board of 
the size specified above. 

Each poster must be accompanied by 
the contestant 's name, occupation, loca
tion and home address. This information 
should be pr inted plainly on the back of 
the drawing. Posters may be sent via 
rai lroad mail. You may submit as many 
posters as you like. 

The contest closes April 15, 1953. En
tries should be sent to E. G. Overmire, 
Super in tendent of Freight Loss and 
Damage Prevention, New York Central 
System, Room 404, 466 Lexington Ave
nue, New York 17, N. Y. 
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Monthly Roll Shows Recent NYC Retirements 
Following is a list of New 

York Central employes who 
have retired from active serv
ice recently. The figures to the 
right of each name indicate the 
years and months of service 
spent with the Central. 
Alderman, Wayne, S ignal Main-

ta iner , Brookfield, O. 43 1 
Alvis, Richard, Red . Cap Porter, 

Detroit , Mich. 37 9 
Alvord, Frank D. , Signal Inspec

tor, Springfield, Mass . 42 5 
Amrosowicz, John S., Fre ight 

Carman, Gardenvi l le , N. Y. 40 10 
Apicello, Antonio , Laborer, E. 

Rochester , N. Y. 26 0 
Armstrong, James W., Store Help

er, St. Thomas , Ont. 26 6 
Aughenbaugh , George A., Conduc

tor, Pa . Div is ion 50 7 
Baird, Harry J., Leading Signal 

Mainta iner , Hudson Divis ion 45 2 
Banks , Clarence A., Locomotive 

Engineer, Harlem Divis ion 50 9 
Barnes , Richard S., Sect ion Fore

man. LaCarne. O. 23 0 
Bergen , Edward J., Plumber, All-

s ton, Mass . 30 11 
Bialek, S tan i s law P., Freight Car 

Repairer, McKees Rocks, Pa. 34 9 
B lanchard . Leslie D. , Telegrapher. 

So. Anderson, Ind. 40 0 
Bleshoy, Peter C , Boi lermaker 

Welder, Collinwood, O. 32 3 
Bohan , Michael . Head Delivery 

Clerk, New York. N. Y. 46 2 
Bolander, Boss, Ass i s tant Fore

man , Fortvi l le , Ind. 32 6 
Bondeur, Christopher, Brakeman, 

Buffalo Divis ion 32 2 
Botsko, John, Yard Car Oiler, 

E. Youngs town. O. 35 6 
Boucher, Noel H.. Machinis t , W. 

Springfield, Mass . 39 11 
Boyd, T h o m a s J., Agent , Hub

bard, O. 32 2 
Boyle, James J.. Tool Passer, In

dianapol is . Ind. 35 0 
Brandin , Charles A., Yardmaster , 

Beacon Park. Mass . 41 7 
Brandt , John H., Ass i s tant Fore

man, Syracuse , N. Y. 11 6 
Bridge, Forrest , Machinis t , Elk

hart , Ind. 46 3 
Bridges , Harry A., Brakeman, E. 

St . Louis, Ill. 12 4 
Brown, George F., Locomotive 

Engineer, Mich igan Divis ion 48 1 
Brugee, George L., P lat form Man, 

Harmon, N. Y. 32 0 
Bucher, Claude V., Divis ion Engi

neer, Jersey Shore, Pa. 42 9 
Burgess , Jul ius, G., Conductor, 

Ind iana Divis ion 48 1 
Burton, Albert E., Locomotive En

gineer, Syracuse Divis ion 39 3 
Burton, Elmer L., Sect ion Labor

er, Dowagiac , Mich. 36 8 
Cal lahan, Howard T., Freight 

Agent, Medina , N. Y. 47 2 
Chew, Elmer E., Laborer, Beech 

Grove, Ind. 22 10 
Clark, Albert, Conductor, Indiana 

Divis ion 43 11 
Coleman, Eugene M., Yardmaster , 

Erie, Pa. 36 3 
Collins, John W., S w i t c h m a n , To

ledo, O. 32 5 
Compton, Herbert B., Yardman , 

Gibson, Ind. 32 5 
Conflitti, Tony, Hostler, W. De

troit , Mich. 31 8 
Connelly, James R., Yard Clerk, 

Gibson, Ind. 36 6 

Corcoran, Michael J., Storekeep
er, Springfield, Mass . 49 9 

Cox, Eli, Sect ion Laborer, Ivory-
dale, O. 24 8 

Cox, Pearl G., Conductor, Il l i
nois Divis ion 40 4 

Cramer, Jay V., Conductor, T o 
ledo Div is ion 45 5 

Creviston, Charles, Locomotive 
Engineer, Ohio Divis ion 44 6 

Crocker, Albert E., Ass i s tant 
General Freight Agent & M a n a 
ger Industr ia l Deve lopment , 
Boston, Mass . 32 4 

Daly, Henry M., Brakeman, St . , 
Lawrence Divis ion 35 3 

Davis , Radford W., Store Helper, 
W. Albany, N. Y. 16 2 

DeIanni , Salvatore , Sect ion Fore
man, Electric Divis ion 52 6 

DelPlato , Michael , Extra Gang 
Laborer, Buffalo Divis ion 16 8 

Denardis , August , Car Inspector 
& Repairer, Cleveland, O. 23 1 

DeVito, Frank, Sect ion Laborer, 
Clyde, N. Y. 18 7 

Dewey, Edward' S., Brakeman, 
Rochester , N. Y. 41 4 

Dianett i , Carmine, Carpenter, E. 
Rochester . N. Y. 25 9 

Dibble. Orange M.. Craneman, 
Line West 46 6 

DiFusco, Andrew, Yard Car Oiler, 
E. Youngs town, O. 33 4 

DiNobile. Donato . Sect ion Fore
man, Electric Divis ion 36 9 

Doherty , John. Locomotive En
gineer, Michigan Divis ion 43 1 

Dukelow. Robert K.. Sect ion La
borer. Mil l ington, Mich. 37 4 

Edler, Harry E.. Locomotive En
gineer. Erie Divis ion 46 7 

Evans . Edward T., Laborer, 
Ut ica , N. Y. 27 4 

Fal ing, Lewis V., Locomotive En
gineer. Jackson, Mich. 43 2 

Faranda, Antonio , Car Inspector 
& Repairer. Cleveland, O. 30 4 

Farrell, Clarence L., Freight Car 
Inspector, New Castle, Pa. 34 0 

Faus . Herbert W., Engineer Lo
comotive Equipment , New York, 
N. Y. 37 7 

Fergison, Harold J., Boi lermaker, 
Elkhart, Ind. 37 11 

Frosch, Frederick O., Hostler, Air 
Line Junct ion , O. 28 2 

Fry. Joseph N., Electrician, Corn
ing, O. 30 4 

Gialanel la , Fiore F., Sect ion La
borer, Syracuse Divis ion 41 9 

Giambrone, Crispino, Sect ion La
borer, Mohawk Divis ion • 15 8 

Gill, John F. ( Brakeman, Cleve
land, O. 32 6 

Glenn, Edward B., Brakeman, 
Cleveland, O. 32 4 

Greeley, John R., Conductor, 
Bay City, Mich. 43 3 

Green, Charles, Sect ion Laborer, 
Urbana, Ill. 25 6 

Hami l ton , George H., Warehouse
man, Braddock, Pa. 42 5 

Harmon, Charles A., Conductor, 
Hudson Divis ion 30 3 

Hendrixson, Percy K., Clerk, Cin
cinnat i . O. 45 1 

Herman, Wil l iam G., Relief Gen
eral Foreman, Collinwood, O. 36 11 

Hess, Herman L., Brakeman, P a . 
Divis ion 37 1 

Hevner, Joseph H., Locomotive 
Engineer, Pa. Div is ion 46 10 

Hill, Albert E., Machin i s t , Ur
bana, Ill. 29 6 

Hill, Carl B., Yardmaster , Niles , 
Mich. 44 3 

Hi l ts , DeWitt C , Chief Clerk, 
Wyandot te , Mich. 35 8 

Hoffman, Harry P., Locomotive 
Engineer, Erie Divis ion 35 11 

Holbrook, Edward P., Machin i s t 
Inspector, Rensse laer , N. Y. 33 11 

Hoover, George F., Car Inspector , 
E. Youngs town, O. 42 6 

Huhn, Ernest J., Conductor, 
Michigan Divis ion 43 1 

Hurley, Sara H. Miss, S tenog
rapher, W. Albany, N. Y. 34 4 

Hurst, Corbett, Locomotive En
gineer, Toledo Divis ion 43 6 

Hutchinson, Edward S., Machin
ist, Rensse laer , N. Y. 36 0 

James, Bertie L., Machinis t , 
Mattoon, Ill. 49 9 

James, Herbert W., Locomotive 
Engineer, Ohio Divis ion 41 1 

Jewell, Cecil M., Stenographer , 
Detroit , Mich. 23 0 

Johnson, Gus A., Brakeman , De
troit, Mich. 39 9 

Jones, Richard J., Locomotive 
Engineer, Mich igan Divis ion 41 2 

Jones, Walter T., Agent-Teleg
rapher, Laurel, Ind. 24 5 

Judd, Albert D., Gang Foreman, 
Cleveland, O. 28 8 

Kedley, Wilson, Machin i s t Help
er, Coll inwood, O. 30 3 

Keep, Spencer B., Locomotive En
gineer, Michigan Divis ion 41 11 

Kelley, James F., Sect ion Labor
er, I l l inois Divis ion 30 7 

Kindig, Edward F., Brakeman , 
Elkhart, Ind. 35 4 

Kircher, Frederick W., Mill Ma
chine Operator, Chicago, Ill. 35 10 

Knapp, Earl J., Conductor, Mo
hawk Divis ion 41 7 

Koliopoulos, Vasi l ios J., Sect ion 
Laborer, McKees Rocks, Pa . 35 10 

Korb, Otto W., Car Repairer, 
Toledo, O. 49 9 

Langton, Carroll M., Locomotive 
Engineer, Toledo Div is ion 46 3 

Leahy, Edmund J., Clerk, Bos ton , 
Mass. 45 6 

Lehman, Henry F. , Conductor, 
Toledo Divis ion 51 " 3 

Leitch, Andy N., Telegrapher , 
Livington, Ill. 45 8 

Lillvis, Elias A., Car Inspector 
& Repairer, Ashtabula Harbor, 
Ohio 24 2 

Lineberry, Orville, Wood Mach in 
ist & Car Repairer, Mattoon , 
Ill. 44 10 

Loucks, Lester B., Conductor, T o 
ledo Divis ion 53 11 

Lund, Louis S., Brakeman, Bos
ton Divis ion 35 7 

McAllister, Ernest G., Conductor, 
Toledo Divis ion 45 8 

McBride, Lucian O., Locomotive 
Engineer, Ohio Divis ion 40 2 

McQueeney, Michael , Locomotive 
Engineer, River Divis ion 37 3 

Mahoney, John P., Yardmaster , 
Ashtabula, O. 53 4 

Mannebach , Joseph P., Crew Dis 
patcher, Toledo, O. 32 7 

Marabell i , Joseph, Fre ight Truck
er, Rome, N. Y. 32 5 

Marr, John M., Yardmaster , Gib
son, Ind. 32 5 

Martin, John W., Gang Foreman. 
Harmon, N. Y. 38 11 

Masera, Domenico , Sect ion La
borer, Youngstown, O. 24 2 

Mat thews , George, Boi lermaker 
Helper, W. Detroi t , Mich. 26 11 

Matzorkis , Wil l iam, Sect ion La
borer, Youngs town, O. 25 8 

Medugno, Henry A., Car Inspec
tor, E. Boston, Mass . 34 5 

Mercer, Ira C Brakeman, Toledo 

Divis ion 54 2 

Mitchel l , Frank D. , Machin i s t , 
Mat toon , Ill. 39 6 

Mock, Milo A., Conductor, West
ern Divis ion 40 5 

Morphet, T h o m a s E., Crossing 
W a t c h m a n , Middleport, N. Y. 19 0 

Murphy, John F., Locomotive En
gineer, Pa . Divis ion 48 7 

Nero, Anthony, Car Inspector & 
Repairer, Selkirk, N. Y. 28 1 

Neton, Vincent , Sect ion Laborer, 
Conneaut , O. 32 4 

Nunamaker , Alex, Machin i s t 
Helper, Mat toon , Ill. 28 2 

O'Connor, Patrick J., Chief Clerk, 
Lowville, N. Y. 40 1 

Oliver, John A., Agent , Lake 
Kushaqua , N. Y. 46 9 

O'Neal, Hallie G., Cashier, 
Frankl in, O. 43 0 

Papa, Ferdnando, Sect ion Fore
man , Syracuse Divis ion 43 11 

Pechar, Rudolph, Machine Oper
ator, W. Detroit , Mich. 32 2 

Pecoraro, Mariano , Sect ion La
borer, Buffalo Divis ion 26 10 

Penfield, George E., Conductor, 
St. Lawrence Divis ion 39 2 

Pier, Harvey E., Brakeman, Chi
cago, Ill. 50 2 

Piggford, Charles E., Yardman, 
Blue Is land, Ill. 31 2 

Powell , Frank S., Conductor, Il l i
nois Div is ion 50 4 

Prizio, Angelo, Sect ion Foreman, 
Boston, Mass . 24 9 

Rant , Frank N., Conductor, Syra
cuse Div i s ion 42 1 

Reynolds , B e n j a m i n W., Elec
tr ic ian, Columbus, O. 33 3 

Roberts , James V., Locomotive 
Engineer, Erie Divis ion 47 3 

Robinson, George M., Crossing 
W a t c h m a n , Jackson, Mich. 15 2 

Rodibaugh, Joseph-T. , Tra inman , 
E. Aliquippa, Pa. 49 6 

Rohol, Nicholas , Loader, Cleve
land, O. 15 4 

Schotte lkorb, Theodore Jr., Ma
chinist , Air Line Junct ion , O. 30 1 

Scott , Sylvester S., Engine 
W a t c h m a n , Viaduct , Pa . 41 8 

S h a n a h a n , James , Deckhand, 
Weehawken, N. J. 33 7 

Shickley, Allen H., Locomotive 
Engineer, Toledo Divis ion 47 3 

Small , Wil l iam H., Conductor, 
Toledo Divis ion 46 5 

Smith , George A., Conductor, Il l i
nois Divis ion 40 4 

Smith , Homer H., Bridge Carpen
ter, Ohio Cent. Divis ion 30 7 

Smith , Paul S., Brakeman, Co
lumbus, O. 25 1 

Smith , Rudolph E.. Car Inspec
tor & Repairer, Toledo, O. 34 6 

Sosbey, Wil l iam F., Conductor, 
Indianapol i s , Ind. 32 1 

Stacy, Verner C , Conductor, Col
lege, Pa. 32 3 

Stephenson , Wilbur E.. Conduc
tor, Erie Divis ion 36 3 

Strangis , Francesco R., Sec t ion 
Laborer, McKeesport , Pa . 29 5 

Stumpf, John L., Car Inspector 
& Repairer, Buffalo, N. Y. 39 10 

Sul l ivan, Michael J., B r a k e m a n , 
Beacon Park, Mass . 13 0 

Tavano , James , Sect ion Laborer, 
Newark, N. Y. 34 10 

Tavernier , Jacob F. , S ignal Main
tainer in Charge, Porter, Ind. 43 9 

Walters , Harry J., Asst . to Pres
ident , M.D.T. Corp., New York 51 4 

Walther, Herman K., Clerk, De
troit, Mich. 28 6 

Ward, Prince A., Agent , Ellwood 
City, Pa . 39 4 

JIM LAMBORN (right). Chief Steel Inspector, 
was greeted on retiring by C. B. Bronson, 
Assistant Chief Engineer, Maintenance of Way. 

PATSY PATACCA (left), Groundman, P&LE 
Railroad, Pittsburgh, received watch on re
tirement from General Foreman D. F. Rock. 

ANDREW F. DURKIN (left) retired as Chief 
Train Dispatcher, Grand Central Terminal. 
Superintendent J. D. Carkhuff is at right. 
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C O N C E R N I N G T H E C E N T R A L 

Took In $33 to Earn $1 

To make a dollar of profit last year, 
the Central had to take in more than 
$33. With rai lway operating revenues 
totaling $806,926,218, and net income 
only $24,716,337, earnings represented 
just about three cents per dollar of 
operat ing revenues. 

While 1952's net income was an im
provement over 1951 s $14,718,720, it 
fell far short of represent ing a heal thy 
re tu rn on the Central 's huge invest
ment in equipment, road and other 
t ranspor ta t ion property. The ra te of 
r e tu rn for the year was less than 2 1/2 
per cent, compared with the 6 per cent 
generally regarded as a min imum rea
sonable re turn for railroads and other 
regulated industries. Many manufac
tur ing industries average two or three 
t imes 6 per cent. 

Congress Holds Key 
"The present Congress will probably 

determine the future of t ransporta t ion 
in the country." This s ta tement was 
made by the Central 's President, Wil
liam White, in an address before the 
annual meeting of the Transportat ion 
Association of America, held in Chi
cago last month. 

Stressing the need for Congress to 
enact legislation revising outmoded 
regulatory policies, Mr. White called 

on his listeners to "heed the danger sig
nals and lend their efforts, individually 
and collectively, to the crying need for 
revising an outmoded t ransporta t ion 
policy that has no place in a modern 
competitive system of free enterpr ise ." 

Mr. White pointed out that "during 
a long period of heavy business volume, 
the vital railroad industry has not been 
able to earn even four per cent on its 
net investment in t ransporta t ion p rop 
er ty ." (The Central 's pos t -war re turn 
has averaged only 1.85 per cent ) 

"When a segment of our economy as 
basic, as essential, as the railroads is 
thus foreclosed from a reasonable share 
in the general prosperi ty ," he said, 
" then it is t ime to realize that we who 
believe in a free enterprise economy 
are confronted with the danger signal. , J 

Big Haul 

The Central made a really big haul, 
in te rms of size and tonnage, recently 
when it was called upon to move a 
huge casting (see picture) for a press 
frame, weighing over 480,000 pounds, 
from New Castle, Pa., on the Pi t t sburgh 
& Lake Erie Railroad, to Euclid, O 

The giant casting was carried on one 
of the Central 's new heavy-du ty flat 
cars, with four sets of wheels. After it 
was made, the casting had to be cooled 
for two months before being shipped 
to Euclid for machining. When this 

process is completed, the big shipment 
is due for another ride on the Central , 
headed for its final destination in a 
Detroit automobile manufactur ing 
plant. 

New NYC Director Elected 

Earle J. Machold, President of the 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corp., was 
elected to the Central 's Board of Direc
tors last month. 

M r . M a c h o l d 
heads one of the 
world 's largest p ro 
ducers of electric 
power Niagara Mo
hawk has its head
quar ters at Sy ra 
cuse, N. Y , and 
serves a broad u p 
s t a t e N e w Y o r k 
area of 21,000 square 
miles, much of it served also by the 
Central . 

Under his leadership the uti l i ty sys
tem successfully met the increased 
power demands of World War II and 
then undertook a vast pos t -war ex
pansion to keep pace with the needs 
of its 950,000 electric and 300,000 gas 
customers. 

Mr. Machold 

SIZE of giant casting, recently shipped over the Central, is illustrated when compared 
with man of average height at United Engineering Co., New Castle, Pa., where shipment 
originated. NYC handles big loads with special cars, equipped with four sets of wheels. 


