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Two Snow Melting Machines to Combat Drifts 

in New York Central Yards, Buffalo and Chicago 

N.Y.C. Stations' 
Names on Charts 
for Jap Invasion 

An interesting part in the occupa­
tion of Japan was played by a New 
York Central System timetable, Form 
1001, of the June 17, 1945 issue. The 
story of its modest share in making 
world history is related by Lieut. 
Lawrence A. Pomeroy, former Rout­
ing Clerk in the Central's Freight 
Traffic Office at Cleveland. 

Lieut. Pomeroy, n o w on terminal 
leave, for three years was engaged 
in secret work at the Headquarters of 
Admiral King in Washington but for 
most of the past year had been in the 
Pacific. During the Summer he was 
Senior Plotting Officer on the staff of 
Admiral R. A. Spruance, Commander 
of the 5th U. S. Fleet. 

In preparation for the occupation 
it was necessary to make a large num­
ber of charts designating the routes 
for mine sweepers, warships and troop 
ships to designated occupation points 
and landing places in Japan. For 
security reasons, these each received 
an American name. So many names 
had been used previously that the in­
ventiveness of the plotting officers was 
near its end when Lieutenant Pomeroy 
suggested the use of names of stations 
found in the New York Central Sys­
tem timetable. More than 50 station 
names, which lent themselves to com­
munications use, were selected. Most 
of them were short and easily dis­
tinguishable phonetically. These names 
are still in use on the Navy's charts. 

Admiral Spruance's headquarters 
were on a warship and as a result this 
particular timetable has traveled to 
Hawaii, the Marshalls, the Marianas, 
Philippines, Okinawa and the Jap­
anese mainland. Through the cour­
tesy of Lieutenant Pomeroy it has been 
presented to the Company. 

Century Conductor 
Has 103d Birthday 

Martin A. Loop, retired Conductor 
of the 20th Century Limited and the 
oldest retired employe of the New 
York Central, on January 15 celebrated 
his 103d birthday. 

Although a bit frail from the ef­
fects of a fall in November, he was 
able to receive friends who called to 
congratulate him at his home, 231 
West Church Street, Adrian, Mich. 

Three years ago, on Mr. Loop's 
100th birthday, F. E. Williamson, then 
President of the New York Central 
System, sent him a letter of congratu­
lations and a gift. 

TW O giant snow removal ma­
chines, specially designed to scoop 

up deep snow from railroad track and 
melt it in a large steam-charged tank, 
have been acquired by the New York 
Central System for attacking heavy 
snowfalls, threatening to interfere with 
railroad operations. 

One machine is located in the Chi­
cago territory and the other at Buffalo. 
At each city they will be employed in 
the freight and passenger car yards, 
during and following heavy snow 
storms, to ensure the continuous oper­
ation of these yards in despatching 
trains without delay. They will be 
employed whenever a snowfall reach­
es a depth equal to the top of the 
rails, or approximately 8 inches. 

of two units, a snow loader and a 
snow melter, each mounted on a heavy 
flat car and having a combined weight 
of 66 tons. 

When in operation the machine is 
pushed by a powerful freight loco­
motive at speeds from two to six miles 
per hour, depending on the depth and 
density of the snow. Snow is first 
scooped up by the loader, which has 
a capacity of 30 cubic yards per min­
ute. It is then carried upward on two 
continuous belt conveyors, to be dump­
ed into a hopper on top of the snow 
melter. 

The snow melting unit is a large 
double tank. One tank, of 4,500 gallon 
capacity, contains water which is 
brought to boiling temperature by 
steam at boiler pressure from the loco­
motive. In the other and larger tank, 
of 16,000 gallon capacity, the snow is 
dumped and melted. 

At the beginning of a cycle of 
operation, boiling water is admitted 
from the smaller tank into the larger 
to a depth of one foot. As the snow 
is then dumped in, steam jets are 
opened to melt the snow quickly into 
water. Fourteen steam jets can be 
used to control the speed of the melt­
ing. 

When both tanks are full the loco­
motive is backed to a convenient catch 
basin or drain, where the larger tank 
is dumped. Water is retained in the 
smaller tank and again brought to 
boiling temperature before a repeti­
tion of the cycle of operation. 

Two men operate the machine. One 
man, seated in a cab on the loader, 
controls the scoop and conveyors, 
which are driven by a 52-horsepower 
gasoline engine. The other man con­
trols the steam jets from the top of 
the melting tank. 

Both machines were designed and 
constructed by the Barber-Greene 

A t the rate of 30 cub ic yards of snow per minute this huge comb ina t i on snow 
loader and mel ter wil l consume any f o r t h c o m i n g heavy snowfalls in the yards at 
Buffalo and C h i c a g o . Top pho to shows the ent i re machine of two units, a loader 
and t ra i l i ng mel ter . Below is shown the scoop of the loader, e q u i p p e d wi th 
heavy f lai ls to break up packed snow. Pushed by a Mohawk L2 locomot ive , the 
machine can work mov ing at a speed as h igh as f ive miles per hour and clear 
several tracks in a ya rd be fore d u m p i n g of the me l ted snow is requ i red . 

Company, Aurora, Illinois, in coopera- Equipment Engineering and Mainte-
tion with the New York Central's nance of Way departments. 

Crossing Accident Prevention Drive 

on N.Y.C to be Resumed this Month 
By Chas. E. Hill 
Genera l Safety A g e n t 

W e inaugurated, on December 3, a 
program designed to prevent accidents 
at rail-highway crossings and also 
accidents to trespassers on railroad 
property. In fact, it related to accidents 
of all kinds wherein the railroads and 
the public are mutually concerned, 
although the program substantially 
relates to rail-highway crossing prob­
lems. 

W e started this program at three 
locations simultaneously on the Big 
Four. The program provided for a 
representative of the Safety Depart­
ment to speak in all schools—public 
and parochial—and also before as 
many service clubs such as Rotary, 
Kiwanis, Lions, etc.—as could be ar-

Ends 53 Years' W o r k 
Richard Kohrs, engineman, New 

York Terminal District, retired Jan­
uary 1, after 53 years and 10 months 
service with the New York Central. 

Special Insert With This Issue 

WITH this issue of the Central Headlight you 
should receive, through the courtesy of the Chi­

cago Sun, a page insert which gives, in graphic form, 
some of the major provisions of the Railroad Retire­
ment Act. 

ranged for in every town and city on 
the New York Central System. 

A program was previously arranged 
by the Superintendents and provided 
that the representative of the Safety 
Department would be accompanied by 
the local officials such as Assistant 
Superintendent, Train Masters, Agents 
and a representative of the Police De­
partment. In many instances we were 
also accompanied by a representative 
of the State Highway Police Depart­
ment, in charge of Traffic Control. 

While the program was somewhat 
handicapped due to severe weather 
and a flu epidemic in the schools, yet 
during a period of three weeks we 
spoke in 83 schools having a total 
attendance of 21,309. W e appeared 
before nine service clubs, with an at­
tendance of 424. W e contacted 33 
newspapers with a circulation of 177,-
750. ( W e have not attempted thus 
far to secure publicity through the 
city papers, those referred to being 
in the smaller towns and cities, which, 
incidentally, will reach more of the 
motor drivers than the city papers 
might.) 

Nearly all schools had a magazine 
or some sort of publication and we 

U.S. Army Shop 
at Bucyrus, Ohio, 
Ends 4-Year Job 

Shortly after the Army Transporta­
tion Corps was activated, it was found 
that a great number of men with ac­
tual railroad training would be neces­
sary to move the material and men 
required to carry on "global warfare." 

Camp Millard was fitted out at 
Bucyrus, Ohio, and a cadre of men 
with actual railroad experience was 
gathered together under command of 
Lieut. Col. L. I. Meek, formerly with 
the Big Four at Beech Grove. Many of 
the first Battalions were N.Y.C. men. 
While the camp facilities were ample 
for housing and instruction in mili­
tary matters, a Back Shop, where men 
could actually learn railroad main­
tenance and repair by performing work 
on locomotives and rolling stock, was 
necessary. 

The New York Central Shops, lo­
cated about two blocks from the Camp, 
were leased and these Shops became 
the "schoolroom" of the trainees. 

By holding over a few key men, 
soldiers were trained hurriedly but 
thoroughly. The trained men were 
badly needed and at times were flown 
to their destination. 

From July, 1941 to March. 1945, 
eight battalions, two Grand Divisions 
and fifteen Railway Work Shop and 
Hospital Training Maintenance Units 
learned the "know how" of repair­
ing anything that operated on tracks. 

But simply teaching these men to 
repair and maintain locomotives did 
not cover the Army's needs. Loco­
motives on the Eastern Front needed 
repairs that could not be made on the 
field, rolling stock had to be con­
verted to meet changing conditions 
and local Army establishments had 
equipment in need of repairs to keep 
the Army railways operating. 

Civilians were called upon to man 
the shops and for a time, worked side 
by side with the soldier-trainees. In 
October, 1944 civilian-processed equip­
ment began to leave the Shops. 

Capt. Will iam Fertig, Zone Master 
Mechanic, was in charge of the Re­
pair Shop until Capt. Earl C. Martin, 
fresh from construction and mainte­
nance victories in Persia, arrived to 
take command. His experience, gained 
through thirty-one years of actual rail­
road work, was passed on to the men 
in the Shops and more than 200 men 
soon cut down the heavy back log of 
overseas equipment to be converted. 
Local Forts, Camps and Depots were 
supplied with motive power in good 
operating order, and the purpose of 
the installation was served. 

All repair activity ceased as of De­
cember 31, 1945. 

were enabled to have recent educa­
tional material incorporated in such 
magazines. Thus far we have already 
received a large number of copies. 

The co-operation thus far received 
has been excellent. W e expect to 
resume our program in the early part 
of February and continue if possible 
until it is completed. Through this 
medium we hope to reach directly 
several hundred thousand citizens and 
students. Through the medium of the 
press and school magazines we should 
indirectly reach several times those 
reached through direct contact. 

W e also produced a pamphlet en­
titled "Why Gamble with Death? 
Look! Listen! Live!" This is being 
distributed to service clubs, schools 
and through other agencies which we 
contact as the program continues. 

W . T. Davis Now 
Assistant to A .G.M. 

Effective January 1, W . F. Davis 
was appointed Assistant to Assistant 
General Manager, at Cleveland, by 
J . J . Frawley, Assistant General Man­
ager. 


