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Facts You Should 
Know About the 
Retirement Law 
Monthly Payments G o Up 
By Quarter O f One Per 
Cent—Death Benefits Four 
Per Cent O f Earnings 

There are many provisions in the 
Railroad Retirement Act which vitally 
affect the average employe, whether he 
be young or old. Various parts of the 
Act have been made known from time 
to time but the Accounting Depart­
ment presents the following principal 
features, believing that a review of 
them will be informative: 

1. Under the Carriers' Taxing Act, 
a companion measure, employes have 
been paying 2 3/4% of their earnings 
per month to obtain the annuity bene­
fits provided for in the Retirement 
Act. The railroad also matched this 
sum by a similar payment to the gov­
ernment. Beginning January 1, 1940, 
and extending to December 31, 1942, 
this percentage payment will be in­
creased to 3% for both employe and 
railroad. 

2. Death benefits under the Rail­
road Retirement Act, payable to a 
designated beneficiary, amount to 4% 
of earnings (not in excess of $300 
per month) from January 1, 1937. 
Employes have filed with the Retire­
ment Board forms selecting their bene­
ficiary. Changes in beneficiary are made 
by the employe in writing direct to 
the Railroad Retirement Board. 

3. In the event of death, an em­
ploye's beneficiary is expected to apply 
for the death benefit. The widow, or 
other beneficiary, or legal representa­
tive, immediately communicates with 
the Railroad Retirement Board, 10th 
and U Streets, N. W., Washington, 
D. C, and procures a blank on which 
to make such claim. 

4. Substantiation of date of birth is 
required at time of filing application 
for annuity. Delays in acting on appli­
cations have often occurred due to an 
employe's inability to verify birth date 
with acceptable documents, such as, 
birth certificate, baptismal record, fam­
ily Bible record, etc. Employes ap­
proaching the retirement age should 
bear this in mind and have in their 
possession in advance whatever certi­
fications may later be required. 

When applying for an annuity an 
employe is permitted to select optional 
plans for payment, such as, full pay­
ment to himself after retirement, par­
tial payment to himself and the bal­
ance to his wife after his death, etc. 
In the event that such joint and sur­
vivor annuity is selected by the em­
ploye, which provides for payment of 
annuity to a surviving spouse, similar 
evidence of date of birth of the spouse 
is also required. 

5. Employes who plan to retire 
should apply to the Railroad Retire­
ment Board for blank form AA-1, ap­
plication for annuity. It is not suffi­
cient merely to inform your employ­
ing officer that you have decided to 
retire. 

William Hof Retires 
William Hof, Baggageman, Pough-

keepsie, retired December 30, after 
45 years' service, all of which was 
at Poughkeepsie. 

He began work there January 1, 
1894, as a baggageman and was suc­
cessively ticket clerk, baggage agent 
and baggageman. 

Jollity Reigns at Kiddies' Party of the Manhattan A. A. 

Edward H. Pullis, retired freight 
cashier at Weehawken Terminal, last 
month was elected vice-president of 
the Sarasota Unit, No. 14, of the 
National Association of Retired Rail­
way Employes. 

Bricks by Million 
Handled by N.Y.C. 
for Bronx Project 
To buy up 129 acres of land in a 

populated district in New York City, 
and then raze all the ancient build­
ings thereon and over the ashes to 
create a city within a city, is some­
thing to conjure with, and that's just 
what the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company has done in the heart of the 
Bronx. 

On this site there is now in prog­
ress the biggest undertaking of its kind 
in the world. Here are 171 building 
units, made up into 51 mammoth 
structures, which will house over 40,-
000 persons. It will cost $65,000,000. 
and, when completed, but 27% of the 
129 acres will be occupied; nearly 
three-fourths of the acreage will be 
developed into lawns, gardens, play­
grounds, and the like. You don't have 
to go west any more for "wide open 
spaces." 

The Electric Division is handling 
all the brick for this great project at 
Williamsbridge and is doing a mighty 
good job. Millions of brick have been 
unloaded by a fleet of gasoline cranes 
within the last year and a half and 
millions more are to follow well along 
into 1940. Some operators handling 
these machines unload over 100 con­
tainers each per day. These young 
lads are "tops." 

Jordan New Head of 
Veteran's Association 

At the annual meeting and banquet 
of Metropolitan Chapter, N. Y. C. 
Veterans' Association, at the Hotel 
Commodore, February 1, Charles A. 
Harris, Accountant, Engineering De­
partment, retires as President. 

Mr. Harris has held the office for 
two terms and to him is credited a 
large part of the Chapter's progress 
in that period. Mr. Harris recently 
passed his fiftieth year of Company 
service. 

He will be succeeded in the presi­
dency by E. W. Jordan, Chief Clerk 
to Superintendent, New York Ter­
minal District. 

R. D. Starbuck, Executive Vice 
President (left) congratulates H. 
L. Buhler, President of the Man­

hattan A.A. 

Vanderbilt Legion 
Post's Military Ball 
to be Held April 5 

The gay and colorful military ball 
of the Commodore Vanderbilt Post of 
the American Legion will be held 
Friday evening, April 5, in the grand 
ballroom of the Hotel Roosevelt. The 
hour is nine o'clock. 

This brilliant event, which annually 
attracts literally legions of New York 
Central people and their friends, has 
come to be a classic among company 
social gatherings. 

The massing of colors, a pageant 
unto itself, is an outstanding feature 
of the ball. As a whole the military 
ball presents a gorgeous scene. 

The purpose of the Ball, which will 
be attended by many prominent guests 
from the railroad and the American 
Legion, is to raise funds for Legion 
welfare work. 

J. J. Condon, Long 
Central Man, Now 
Mayor of Yonkers 

John J. Condon, long a New York 
Central employe, has been elected to 
the mayoralty of the city of Yonkers. 
Mr. Condon has been connected with 
the city administration for six years, 
four as alderman and two as president 
of the Common Council. 

Yonkers has long been considering 
a change in the organization and ad­
ministration of its city government 
and at the last election elected a 
Common Council of five who ' ap­
pointed a City Manager, who is now 
in charge as the business executive. 

The Common Council elected Mr. 
Condon mayor, thereby indicating the 
confidence and esteem in which he 
is held by his associates. 

Mr. Condon comes of railroad 
stock, as his father was for over 
thirty years section foreman at Spuy-
ten Duyvil. He, himself, holds a 
responsible position in the office of 
the General Accountant, Grand Cen­
tral Terminal, with which depart-
ment he has been associated for 
twenty-four years. 

In addition to Mr. Condon's per-
sonal experience in public life, others 
of his family have also been so con­
nected, his cousin, William F. Con­
don, being at present a senator at 
Albany. 

Mr. Condon resides at 7 Highland 
Place, Yonkers, with his wife and 
daughter, Rosemary. 

Each Employe Entitled to Copy of Headlight 
A system of distribution, whereby each employe in the Metropolitan 

District should receive a copy of the CENTRAL HEADLIGHT, monthly, 
has been put into effect. If for any reason employes do not receive 
their copies, they are requested to bring this to the attention of either 
their immediate superior or of the office of the HEADLIGHT. 

It is a matter of regret to the editors that so much copy for the 
first issue was received it was impossible to use all of it in a single 
issue. Every effort, however, will be made to have all departments 
represented among the news items in each number. 

For the generous cooperation extended by correspondents and others, 
the editors extend their thanks. 

New Streamlined 
Freight House at 
33rd St. Opened 
Huge Terminal Handles 
Both East and Westbound 
Traffic—Sawtooth Platform 
Is a New Feature 

The New York Central opened to 
the public Tuesday, January 16, its 
new "streamlined" freight house at 
33rd Street and Twelfth Avenue, New 
York City, where east and westbound 
traffic are combined in one building. 

In addition to being the most mod­
ern and one of the largest freight 
terminals, it has a number of dis­
tinctive features. 

The freight house, island platform 
and other trucking areas have a heavy 
duty armored floor construction con­
sisting of a grating filled with ce­
ment grout. 

The back-up platform, 646 feet 
long, on the north side of the freight 
house, is of saw-tooth construction, 
so that 62 trucks can back up at an 
angle to the building, thus making 
it easier to place trucks and at the 
same time taking up less width on 
the driveway. 

Between the island platform and 
the freight house platform there is 
a vertical lift bridge, electrically oper­
ated, which rises to permit the pas­
sage of cars, and when lowered, acts 
as a trucking platform between the 
island platform and the freight house. 

Offices are in the south end on 
Twelfth Avenue. C. F. York is agent. 

Depew Post Elects 
Officers For 1940 

Chauncey M. Depew Post, No. 
1211, American Legion, composed of 
New York Central policemen, has 
elected and installed the following 
officers for 1940: 

J. Grippo, Commander; L. Wagar, 
Jr. Past Commander; J. Boyle, 1st 
Vice Commander; J. Maloney, 2nd 
Vice Commander; P. Wellenreiter, 
3rd Vice Commander; T. McGowan, 
Adjutant; W. Fagan, Chaplain; A. 
Gustavison, Finance Officer; H. 
Euhler, Sergeant at Arms; T. Brennan, 
Histor ian and E. Hickey, Service 
Officer. 

The executive committee is: J. 
Grippo, L. Wagar, H. Shaw, C. 
Mesick, C. Walden, G. Stewart, E. 
Wevill, T. Dundon, J. Dunn, C. 
Agne. 

Says He'd Do It Again 
L. W. Landman, who retired Janu­

ary 1, as General Passenger Traffic 
Manager, New York Central System, 
was tendered a dinner at the Waldorf 
Astoria, January 11, by the passenger 
traffic men of the United States. In his 
response Mr. Landman said that if 
he had his life to live over he would 
again enter the railroad field and 
would again seek employment with 
the New York Central. 

J. Aronson, Vice President, Law, 
acted as toastmaster. After a brief 
address by M. J. Alger, Vice Presi­
dent, Traffic, Mr. Landman was given 
a set of pearl studs on behalf of the 
150 present by C. C. Bonter, Passen­
ger Traffic Manager, Canadian Steam­
ship Lines and President of the Amer­
ican Association of Passenger Traffic 
Officers, following which C. L. 
Hunter, Chairman of the Trunk Line 
Passenger Association, presented an 
illuminated scroll commemorating Mr. 
Landman's long and active service in 
the Trunk Line and Central Passen­
ger Associations. 

Thomas Doyle Retires 
Thomas Doyle, car inspector, Grand 

Central Terminal Car Department, 
retired December 30. 


