
J A N U A R Y , 1950 

Diesel Shop on 

B. & A. Hailed 

In Ceremonies 
J u s t to show h o w p roud t h e y 

a re of h a v i n g one of t he Sys tem 's 
ma jo r Diesel shops on the i r rai l­
road, folks on the Boston & 
A l b a n y last m o n t h h a d a "com­
ing-out p a r t y " to in t roduce t h e 
West Spr ingf ie ld, Mass., shop to 
N e w Eng land c o m m u n i t y lead­
ers. 

A t fo rma l open ing cere­
mon ies on Dec. 5 , B. & A. people , 
led b y Gene ra l M a n a g e r R icha rd 
G. May, we lcomed Mayo r Dan ie l 
B . B r u n t o n of Springf ield, t h e 
se lec tmen of West Spr ingf ie ld, 
m e m b e r s of t he s ta te d e p a r t m e n t 
of pub l ic ut i l i t ies, s ta te sena to rs 
and rep resen ta t i ves f rom the 
Spr ingf ie ld area, and bus iness 
l eade rs of t he sect ion in a t o u r 
of t he p lan t . 

Can Service 15 at Time 

Mechan ics and fo remen in t h e 
shop, wh i ch serv ices al l road 
f re igh t Diesels in serv ice on the 
L ines East , exp la ined the work­
ings of shop e q u i p m e n t to t h e 
m o r e t h a n 6 0 v is i tors . They 
showed h o w the shop can serv ice 
1 5 Diesel un i t s a t a t ime. 

Gene ra l M a n a g e r M a y told t he 
guests e m p l o y m e n t in t h e West 
S p r i n g f i e l d ins ta l la t ion h a s 
doub led in t he pas t year . 

Prospects for 1950 
Viewed by Officials 

W h a t a re t he Cen t ra l ' s pros­
pects for 1 9 5 0 ? W h a t ' s t he out­
look for traffic? E m p l o y m e n t ? 

These a re quest ions t h a t no 
one can answer w i t h ce r ta in ty 
r igh t now. But , on page 3 of th is 
issue of t he HEADLIGHT, s ix top 
N e w Yo rk C e n t r a l officials g ive 
the i r v iews of t he s i tua t ion as i t 
looks f rom he re and n o w . 

F o r the i r size-up of 1 9 5 0 on the 
Cent ra l , t u r n n o w to page 3 . 

Good Start for a New Year 

Marie Castle, Clerk at Harmon, N.Y., g ives all NYC employes a 
1950 "highball," s ignal ing a clear block ahead for a good year. 

Course Now Open to All 
Here ' s good n e w s for NYC em-

ployes w h o a re look ing ahead to 
ho ld ing superv i so ry posi t ions in 
the fu tu re . 

T h e Cent ra l ' s co r respondence 
course for superv isors—ent i t led 
"Be a Be t te r Boss"—is now 
ava i lab le to NYC people who a re 
not p resen t l y in superv iso ry po­
si t ions bu t w ish to "s tudy u p " 
and p r e p a r e t hemse l ves to ho ld 
such posi t ions. 

In o the r words , a n y Cen t ra l 
m a n or w o m a n n o w m a y enro l l 
in t h e course and rece ive, at 
home , t he ten successive instal l ­

m e n t s wh ich g ive h u n d r e d s of 
useful po in te rs on h o w to wo rk 
w i th and superv ise t he efforts of 
o the r peop le . 

More t h a n 4 , 0 0 0 superv iso rs 
a l ready h a v e s ta r t ed—and some 
h a v e by n o w comp le ted—the 
course. 

A n y emp loye des i r ing to en­
rol l m a y do so th rough h is 
superv isor or by send ing n a m e , 
occupat ion, depa r tmen t , locat ion 
of emp loyment , and h o m e ad­
dress to the Pe rsonne l Depar t ­
men t , Room 5 1 9 , 4 6 6 Lex ing ton 
A v e n u e , N e w York , N.Y. 

NYC To Spend 

$5 Million in 

Rail Purchase 
A b ig a n n u a l expense i tem ap­

pea rs on the N e w Yo rk Cen t ra l ' s 
shopp ing l ist th is m o n t h — n e w 
s tee l ra i l for NYC t ra ins to r ide . 

Wh i le m a n y cit ies and s ta tes 
a r e f re t t ing over h o w they ' r e 
go ing to p a y for r o a d w a y s t h a t 
long-dis tance t r ucke rs use, t h e 
C e n t r a l is l iv ing u p to self-sup­
po r t i ng ra i l road t rad i t ion by 
ge t t i ng r e a d y to lay ou t abou t 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 for ra i l to keep up i ts 
r i gh t of way . 

For Replacement Use 

A b o u t 7 5 , 0 0 0 ne t tons—or 
t h e equ iva len t of abou t 4 0 0 t r ack 
mi les—of ra i l a re on order , w i t h 
de l iver ies due to s ta r t th is 
m o n t h . V i r tua l l y al l of it w i l l 
be used for rep lacemen t pur­
poses on ex is t ing t rackage . 

T h e n e w ra i l wi l l be la id at 
a w ide n u m b e r of po in ts over 
t h e Sys tem. S t re tches invo lved 
r a n g e in leng th f rom 1/2-mile or 
less to n e a r l y 2 5 mi les . Instal la­
t ion wi l l h a v e to wa i t un t i l 
sp r i ng and favorab le wea the r . 

Most of t he n e w ra i l w i l l be 
used a t m a i n l ine locat ions. 
Much of t ha t rep laced wi l l be­
come ava i lab le for re-use on 
b r a n c h l ines and in o ther loca­
t ions for wh i ch it is su i ted. 

Contest Winners 
Announced (P 10) 

I t 's a l l over b u t t he spend ing . 
The w i n n e r s in the HEAD­

LIGHT'S safety car toon contest 
h a v e been dec ided and a re an­
nounced on page 1 0 of th is issue. 
The i r p r ize m o n e y is on its way . 

On second thought , though , i t 
isn ' t al l over at al l . T h e safety-
m indedness a roused in al l m e n 
and w o m e n who en te red the con­
test is going to last a long t ime, 
for the i r benefi t and o thers ' . 


