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Killed in France 

Private William D. Burke, a former 
Clerk in the Chief Engineer's office, 
New York, was killed in action in 
France, October 9, while serving with 
the 79th Infantry. His mother, sister 
and two brothers, one of whom is in 
the Army and the other in the Navy, 
survive. He was a nephew of John 
Perdisatt, Assistant General Yardmas-
ter at Mott Haven and also of James 
J. Cullen, Yardmaster at Mott Haven. 

Beech G r o v e M a n D i e s 

of W o u n d s in F r a n c e 

Pfc. Verel Grant Foltz, of the 190th 
Infantry Division, Company E, was 
seriously wounded, September 16, in 
Normandy. He died September 17. 

Pfc. Foltz entered the Army January 
26, 1944, at Fort Sheridan, Ill. and 
served only seven months and 23 days. 

Formerly he worked in the Beech 
Grove Freight Shop. 

Private Leisher Wounded 
Holiday greetings were received 

from Private William M. Leisher, who 
is confined in a U. S. Army Hospital 
in England, where he is recovering 
from wounds. He was a crossing 
watchman at Cleveland, Ohio. 

G.C.T. Boy Killed 

Lieut. Martin W. Crogent was killed 
in action in France, August 21. He 
was first employed in the Operating De­
partment at Grand Central Terminal 
as a Messenger, February 7, 1938. He 
was a clerk in the Electric Power De­
partment, under A. D. Gilmore, Super­
intendent of Power, when inducted 
May 17, 1941. 

After several months' training in the 
71st Regiment, N.G.N.Y. he was pro­
moted through the non-com grades to 
Staff Sergeant and sent to Officer's 
Training School and commissioned in 
1943. He was assigned to Mechanical 
Cavalry. 

His friends at Grand Central Ter­
minal and Mott Haven will long re­
member his merry banter and his 
stories of the happy side of life in 
our Army. 

A M e s s a g e f r o m P r e s i d e n t M e t z m a n 

Office of the President 
New York, December 18, 1944 

To the Men and Women of the New York Central System: 

A s the year 1944 draws to a close I am happy to take this opportunity to express to each 
and every one of you the deep appreciation and gratitude I feel for your accomplishment 
throughout the year — a year that has witnessed the successful solution of vexing problems 
and at the same time new highs in industrial and transportation performance. I only wish I 
could say this to you personally. 

Throughout my entire service with the Company, and more recently as President, I have 
been required to do a great deal of traveling over the System lines and know from personal 
observation the extraordinary demands that have been placed upon you during the war 
years — the additional burdens that have confronted and are still confronting our passen­
ger and freight crews, our dining car forces and the men and women in all departments of 
the railroad. We need not ask how well those demands have been met. The answer is found 
in the safe and speedy handling of a volume of passenger and freight business that is with­
out parallel in the history of American railroad operation. 

This did not just happen. It is the fruit of a gigantic cooperative effort in which all of 
you have shared. But more than that it is an indication that whatever the future holds, how­
ever long the war may last, the people of this country may rely upon the men and women 
of the New York Central System and all American railroads to give the job everything 
they have. 

My thanks and all good wishes to you and your families for a Happy Holiday. 

Missing Over 

M o r e S e l f - S u p p o r t i n g T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s 

N e e d e d , P r e s i d e n t M e t z m a n S a y s i n D e t r o i t 

Big Post-War Program of 
Improvements Planned, If 
U. S. Policies Permit, He 
Tells Economic Club 

THE stage is set for a great pro-
gram of railroad improvement, to be 

carried through with private capital, 
President Gustav Metzman of the 
New York Central System told the 
Economic Club of Detroit at a 
luncheon meeting, December 18. He 
emphasized that this means post-war 
jobs on the railroads and in equip­
ment and supply industries. 

The only prerequisite, and one 
which Mr. Metzman felt was com­
mon in greater or less degree to the 
post-war development plans of all 
industries, was that an enlightened 
public must demand that any peace­
time Government investments in 
transportation and industry be made 
self-supporting. 

Pointing out that railroads, beside 
doing a tremendous and efficient war 
job, are now paying $4,000,000 a 
day in Federal taxes, contrasted to 
the $2,000,000 a day deficit which 
they cost the taxpayers during the 
Government operation of World 
War I, Mr. Metzman said, "What 
we need is more self-supporting 
transportation." 

"Any competitors who expect the 
railroads to stand still are due for 
a rude shock!" Mr. Metzman said. 
He predicted that under private man­
agement the roads would emerge 
from this war in far better shape 
than they did from World War. I. 
And he expressed confidence that 
railroad investments can continue 
to attract private capital through 
their soundness and ability to earn 
a fair return. 

Nevertheless, he warned that the 
railroads' vast improvement program, 

with all it would mean in purchases 
and post-war jobs, can only material­
ize if federal, state and municipal 
government policies permit. 

Mr. Metzman compared the rail­
roads' problem with that of private 
utilities forced to compete against 
such projects as the TVA, and of 
private manufacturers facing the 
threat of peacetime competition from 
multi - billion dollar Government -
owned war plants. 

"The big question is," said Mr. 
Metzman, "will Government pour 
capital funds into competing trans­
portation enterprises—such as water­
ways, highways, airports and air­
ways — finance these improvements 
out of the public treasury, and not 
charge the users enough to pay the 
Government back? How will surplus 
ships, pipe lines, trucks and airplanes 
be disposed of? Will all this be done 
on terms that discourage private in-

Air Line Conductor 
Saves 20 Wounded 
Marines Under Fire 

JAMES SCHAUB, Pharmacist Mate 
2/c, furloughed Conductor from 

Air Line Junction Yard, recently 
was mentioned in dispatches for 
his heroic conduct on the first day 
beachhead at Guam, when, under 
heavy mortar fire, he dragged 20 
wounded Marines to safety. 

One shell burst so close to him 
that it fractured a rib which had 
previously been broken aboard 
ship, but he ignored this and 
worked all day caring for the 
wounded. 

"He did a fearless fob from the 
moment he hit the beach" his com­
mander reported. Some of the men 
were wounded wading across a reef 
and he braved the surf to save 
them. 

vestors from putting up their money 
for anything that competes with these 
government facilities?" 

"Policies governing the flow of cap­
ital funds into transportation," Mr. 
Metzman added, "should be the kind 
under which investors get their money 
back — whether those investors put 
in their money through private chan­
nels or through Government. If the in­
vestor gets his money back, the proc­
ess of reinvestment is continuous, and 
the jobs are permanent; if the investor 
does not get his money back, the jobs 
come only once and new money will 
have to be poured into a bottomless 
pit." 

American railroads, Mr. Metzman 
emphasized, realize that the war must 
be dealt with first. But after victory, 
he added, the railroads want to give 
the country transportation based on 
post-war, not pre-war, standards. 

"If," he concluded, "our Govern­
ment-owned transport plant — our su­
per-highways, our waterways, our air­
ports — were made really self-support­
ing, then these developments could be 
freed from appropriations and politics. 
If this were done, private investment 
in railways could live alongside of 
government investment in highways, 
waterways, airports and airways." 

Flight Officer Bernard E. Cantwell, 25, 
formerly a switchtender, Indianapolis, 
has been reported missing since Sep­
tember 19, following a flight over Hol­
land. Flight Officer Cantwell was a 
glider pilot. He is the son of Edward 
M. Cantwell, Car Repairer at Hill 
Yards, Indianapolis. He entered the 
Army July 1, 1942, enlisting in the 

Air Corps. 

A u s t i n N a m e d 

a s N e w G e n e r a l 

P u r c h a s e s A g e n t 

F. S. Austin was appointed General 
Purchasing Agent and E. Bonnet, Fuel 
Purchasing Agent, effective December 1, 
it was announced by W. C. Bower, 
Vice President, Purchases & Stores. 
Both have offices in New York City. 

Mr. Austin, who entered service as 
Chainman on the Boston & Albany in 
1909, had been Purchasing Agent with 
offices in New York City since 1940. 
Mr. Bonnet had been First Assistant 
Purchasing Agent. 

A. L. Prentice was also appointed 
Manager, Stores & Reclamation, and 
G. M. Wright, General Superinten­
dent, Scrap & Reclamation, both with 
headquarters at Ashtabula. Mr. Pren­
tice had been General Supervisor of 
Reclamation and Mr. Wright Superin­
tendent of Scrap & Reclamation, both 
at Ashtabula. 

Other appointments effective De­
cember 1 in the Department of Pur­
chases & Stores were R. I. Renfrew, 
E. O. Hornig, W. J. Warnock and 
W. H. Ruskaup, Jr., as Assistant Gen­
eral Purchasing Agents, and A.- J. 
Ryan as Assistant to Vice President, 
Purchases & Stores, with offices in 
New York City. 

G e o r g e S t i l l w e l l , o f 

C h i c a g o , D i e s a t M e t z 
Sergt. George Stillwell, former clerk 

at the New York Central Taylor Street 
Warehouse, Chicago, and son of Earl 
Stillwell, Freight Rate Clerk, Polk 
Street Station, was killed in action 
November 17, in the battle of Metz. 

Sergt. Stillwell, who was 27, started 
work May 19, 1937 and entered mili­
tary service July 13, 1942. This is 
the third fatality from this station. 

R o u s e , B e e c h G r o v e , 

K i l l ed in F r a n c e 

Another name has been added to 
the honor role of New York Central 
men who have made the supreme sac­
rifice for their country. Melvin Rouse, 
carman helper in the passenger shop 
at Beech Grove, was killed in France, 
November 21. He entered the army 
August 7, 1942. 

Harry A. Wolfe, formerly an up­
holsterer apprentice, Beech Grove, has 
been wounded in action. 

W. Mason, painter apprentice, who 
is in Naval service, paid a visit to 
Beech Grove recently. He has been in 
the South Pacific. 

Stay Al ive i n ' 4 5 


